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Mr. KILGORE. Do I understand this is the last one of that batch 
of cases? _ 

.l\fr. MO. 1 TGOMERY. It is the last one that I know of . 
. .:XIi·. TAU L.:REE. The csame tax has been refunded to every other 

county in the State. · 
:J\1r. KILGOl{E. All -of them? 
.J\lr. Ta. LB-EE. E\ery ·on~ of-them, so far as lrnown tome or totlle 

Depa,rtm.en.t:. The letter of the Department .cites the action in the 
other counties as a precedent for this. 

1\ir. KILGORE. Ho long a time bas e1apsed ,in these cases -that I 
fear 'they will be aMe to trump up others. 

Mr. rrAUL'BEE. I think t.hl~ js al1. 
There being ·no objection, the bill was consiaered and ordered to be 

engrossed .and read a third time; ·and being engrossed, it was accord
ingty Tead lthe third 1ime, and pa. sed . 

Mr. MONTGOMERY moved to reconsider tbe vote by whicb the bill 
was passed; and 11.lso moved -that the motion -to recom~ider ·be laid ou 
tbe table. 

'The latter motion was agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM: THE SEN.A:TE. 

A message from t~e:Sena.te, by Mr. 1f1cCt:>oK, its Secretary, announced 
that the 'ena-te had passed with amendments, in which the concurrence 
of the Hou e was requested, the bill (H. R. 12329) .makiog appropria
tions for the naY.al service tar the -fiscal year ending .June 30, 1.890, and 
for'f!ther -purposes. 

RETITRN OF .A. CONCURRENT RESOLUTION. 

'The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is informed that -the ,con
current re olntion of the House ·of :Represeutati\7es •providing for the 
printing of the annua:l volmnes ·ofihe.Astronomical Obsen'ations of the 
Nava1 Ub ervatory for the years 1tkl6, 1007, and 1888 was sent to .the 

·Senate by"Illista.ke; and it isTequested rtlmt an ·order be made asking 
tbe Senate to return the ·resolution. · Withoutol;ljection ·hat ·order"Will 
be made. 

The~:e was no~bjection, :andi-t was so ordered. 
\CHEYENNE STREET RAILROAD CO"MP.AN'Y. 

Mr. CAREY. I ask unanimous consen-t lodiscbarge the Committee 
oLthe Whole House from 1he further consideration of the bill (S. 1804) 
to ,authorize rthe Cheyenne Street Railroad Comp.any to build its road 
on and across the Fort D. A. Russell military ~reservation. 

The SPEAKER pro ~tempore. The bill will be read .subject to ol:>
jection. 

The bill was read, .as follows: 
·:Be it enacted, etc., That the Cheyenne .Street :.Railroll.d Company, a corpora

tion created and organized <Under 'the 1aws.of the Territory of W_yaming, .is 
hereby authorized to build.m:~d op.erat.e .its ·road on and across the Fort ·D. A. 
RusseU miJjtary reservation. in .said Territory, on -such -a line ,and subject to 
such ·restrictions .a.s may be .approved "by tb.e &cretaryrof War: Provided, That 
sucll .right of way shall no.t ,exce.ed 60 feet in width, and .shall be subject to 
such change or removal as DlliY he provided by J.he Secretary .of W a.r, o.t the ex-
pense of the said .railroad company. · 

Ther~ ·being no objection, the bill was -considered .ind o'()rdered to a 
thll·d reading; a:nd 'being read i-be third 'time, was passed. 

J\1r. CASW-ELL :mov.erl. ;to .reconsider :the vote lly ~w:hich ·the bill was 
pa sed; and .also .J"'IDOV~d Jth::(t ltbe motion ·to reconsider be laid -on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
DISTRICT COURT, NORTHERN DIST.RICT, -GEORGiA. 

~1r. STEW:A.:RT, ·of 'Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
to discharge tbe House Calendar from the further consideration of the 
bill (S. 37~6) to change 'the date .for the commencement of theJ\1arch 
terms of tbe district court for the northern district of Gwrgia. 

This bill defines the time when the term of the court shall begin. 
I will state that it is neces.sary to pass tbis bi-ll to determine the time 
whe1· ·the juTors shall be drawn. In does not .exceed three lines in 
lens:th. 

The BPEAKERproiempor.e. 'The 'bill-will be read subject to objec
tion. 

"J:he bill is :aS 'fellows: 
Be it Mwcted, etc. , That hereafter the regular terms of the district court for the 

northern district of Georgia, now held on the first Monday in March, shall com
mence on the second Monday in March of each year. 

There be:ng no .objection, the bill was ,considered cand oraered to a 
tbird :reading; and being read the rthird time, 'lYas vassed. 

::Mr. STEW ART, of Georgia, mov-ed to reconsider tbe vote by which 
the bill wa J>as ed; and also moved that tbe.motion to reconsider be 
laid on -the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. . 
Andtben, on motion of i\fr. RoCKWELL (a-t 6-o'clock nnd 30 minutes 

p.m. ), the House adjourned. 

,PRIY.ATE BILLS .n,ryn.ODUCED .AND REFERRED. 

Under the rule private bills 'Of the following 'titles were introduced 
and referred as indicated below: 

By 1\'lr. G. A. ANDEliSO~: A bill (H . .R.12572) granting a pension 
to :George E . .Arlllfltrong-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

- Also, a bill (H. R. 12573) to establish :a bridge .across the .Illinois 

River, within .5 miles of CoJumbiana, in Greene Cou•1!y, 1o a point 
within 5 miles of Kampsville, m Ca.boun County, in the State of Illi
nois-.to tbe Committee on Commerce . 

By Mr . .BOWDEN-: A bill (H. R. 12574) granting right of way a.nd 
other privileges to the Hampton and Old Point R<:~ilway Company-to 
the Committee on 1tlilitary Affair.5. 

.By 1\Ir. DELANO: A bill (H. R. 12575) to increa.<>e the pension of 
.James M. Barrett-to the Committee ou Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr . .STONE, of Kentucky: A bill (H. R. 12576) fo:r the relief of 
S. M. Edmunds-to the Committee .on War Claims. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following -petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk's ftesk, 
under the ruJe, and refeued as foJlows: 

By Mr. DAVIS: Petition of farmers of Somerset Grange, of Potter
vt1le, Mass., lor protection to agTiculture-to the Committee on Agri-
cntture. · 

J3y Mr. GROUT: Fetition of F . A. Froy and 16 otbers, for protection 
to ahrriculture-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By l\Ir. MORRILL : {Joncrurent 'l'esolution of the Legislature of 
Kan._a.s, Telating to the a.'l"-assination -of J ohu M. Clayton in Arkansas
t:> the Committee on Elections. 

Also, concurrent re olution of the Legislature of Kansas, in relation to 
pensions to militiamen and o.tbeTI', and askjng for the repeal of the limit
ation lin section 46!13 ofthe..Revisud Statutes-to the Committee on In
valid P-ensions. 

By :hfr. WILKINSO~ : Petition of estate ofUJgerV. Boebsuax, de
ceased, of .Orleans Parish, Lm:usiana, ler reference of her claim to Court 
of -Claims-to the Committee on War Claims. 

"The following petition for a .national .Sunday-rest law was received 
and referred to the Committee on Labor: 

By Mr. LODGE: Of 39 citizens of the Indian Territory. 

The following petitionsJ>raying for a constitutional amendment pro
hibiting the manufacture importation, exportation, transportation, 
and sale of all alcoholic liquors -as a be\7erage, were Teceived and 
severa-lly referred to -the 'Select Committee on the Alcoholic Liquor 
Traffic: _ 

Dy Ii". BOOTHMAN: ·Of H • .Snyder and 83.others, citizens of Della, 
Ohio. 

By :MI. BUCHANAN: Of William W. Campbell and 44 others, citi· 
zens of New Egypt, N . .J. 

By ~lr. -coLLINS: Uf G. W. Flynn and 29 others, citizens of Bos
ton, 1\lass. 

By t'lr. DORSEY: Of W. F. Wilkersell and 15 others, citizens of 
EmersO:D, Nebr. 

By 1r. FRENCH{byt·equest): OfW. H. Brown -and 270 :others, dti· 
zens of Chatham, Conn. 

By ·_r.rL GRANGER (by request): Of A. B. Dibble and217 others, 
citizens of Danbnry, Conn. 

By Mr. LAWLER: Of 6,187 citizens of Illinois. 
By Mr. McADOO; Of .James Cummings .and 54 otbers, ·citizens of 

.Jersey Cjty, N. J. 
By Mr. PIDCOCK: Of .J . .J. Summbers and 133 'Others, citizens of 

Milford, N . .J. 
By Mr. PUGSLEY: Of Benjamin Hawkins and 26 others, citizens of 

New Burlington, Ohio. · 
By Mr. ROMEIS: {)f Robinson Locke and 37 others, dtizens of To-

ledo, Ohio. . 
By ltlr . .J. B. WHITE: Of R. S. Goodman and 41 others, 'Citizens of -

Kendallville, Ind. · 

SENATE .. 

WEDNESDAY, Febrttat·y 13, 1889. 
Prayer by th.e Chaplain, Rev . .J. G. BrrTLER, D. n 
The .Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 

EXECUTIVE CO!!Il\1UNICATIONS. 

'T he PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a communica
-tion from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a letter 
from the Light-House Board submitting an estimate for an appropri
ation of $3,500 for the purchase of land required for the Beaver Tail 
(l{hode Island) fo~-signal station; which, with the accompanying 
paper, was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered 
to be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a communication from the Acting 
Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a letter from the Attorney
General inclosing copies of letters from the chief-justice of the supreme 
court ofthe District of Columbia and United States marshal, accom
panied with a report from the health officer, addres ed to the com
missioners of the District, Telative to the sanitary condition of the City 
Hall; which, with the accompanying papers, was ordered to lie on the 
-table, and be printed. 
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P.ETmONS AND MEMORIALS. 

'The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented the petition of A. J. Coe 
and 197 others (96 voters and 102 women), citizens of Burlingame, 
Kans., praying for the submission to the States of a constitutional pro
hibitory amendment; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. EDMUNDS presented the petition of E. B. Dwinell and 55 others 
(23 voters and 33 women), citizens of Marshfield, Vt., praying for the 
submission to the States of a constitutional amendment prohibiting the 
manufacture and sale of liquors, etc.; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. HALE presented the petition of George A. Mahoney and 89 
others ( 44 voters and 46 women), citizens of Camden, Me., praying for 
the submission to the Stutes of a constitutional prohibitory amendment· 
which was ordered to lie on the·table. ' 

1\I r. SHE ltl\1AN presented the petition of H. Snyder and 82 others 
{5~ >oters and 31 women), citizens of Delta, Ohio, praying for the sob
mission to the States of a constitutional prohibitory amendment; which 
was o.rdered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BLODGETT presented the petition ofM. D. Co'olbanghand 634 
others (325voters and 310 women), citizens of Newark, N.J., and eight 
petitions of Independenre, Jeffe~on, Malaga, Swedesborough, Borden
town, New Egypt, Milford, Rahway, and Westfield, in the State of New 
Jersey, and a petition of citizens of Mercer County, New Je:rsey, all 
praying for the submission to the State:. of a constitutional prohibitory 
amendment; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

.M:r. :MANDERSON presented the petition of William T. Mikesell 
and 15 voters (12 >oters and 4 women), citizens of Emerson, Nebr.; the 
petition of W. H. Rice and 51 others (32 voters and 20 women), citizens 
of Chapman, Nebr.; the petition of George H. Kemp apd 169 others 
(135 voters and 35 women), citizei!S of Grand Forks, Dak.; the petition 
of Leslie L Puckett and 45 others (25 voters and 21 wom-en}, citizens 
of Spring Bank, Nebr., praying for the submission to the States of a 
constitutional prohibitory amendment; which were ordered to lie on 
the table. 

He also presented a petition <>f citizens of Albion, Boone County, 
Nebraska, praying for the passage of the Sunday-rest bill; which was 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

com, submitted an adverse report thereon, which was agreed to; and 
the hill was postponed indefinitely. 

:Mr. SAWYER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom were re
ferred the following bills, reported them severally without amendment, 
and submitted reportsthereon: 

A bill (H. R. 6598} granting a pension to 1\faria Brasted; 
A bill (H. R. 11741) granting a pension to Alexander M. Boatright; 
A bill (H. R. 11924) granting a pension to Annie Balser; 
A bill (H. R. 12303) granting a pension to Ester Gaven; and 
A bill (H. R. 6535) granting a pension to Mary Gray. 
1\Ir. SAWYER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom WM re

ferred the bill (H. R. 717) granting an increase of pension to Daniel 1\I. 
Maulding, report-ed it with an amendment, and submitted a report 
thereon. 

Mr. TURPIE; from the Committee on Pensions, to whom were re
ferred th-e following bills, reported them severally without amendment, 
and submitted reports thereon: 

A bill (H. R. 10882) granting a pension to Nancy Hamilton; and 
A bill (H. R. 10780) for the relief of Benjamin E. Snyder. 
Mr. PADDOCK, from the Committeeon Pensions, to whom were re

ferred the following bills, reported them severally without amend
ment, arid submitted reports tl1ereon: 

A bill (H. R. 8801) granting a pension to William Logan; 
A bill (H. R. 10639) granting a pension to .John Y. Hooper; 
A bill (H. R. 6886) granting a pension to Hannah McKee; 
A bill (H. R. 424) granting a pension to Elizabeth Myers; and · 
A bill (H. R. 7123) ior the relief of Catharine Mutz. 
Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom were referred 

the following bills, reported them severally w1thoutamendment, and 
submitted reports thereon: 

A bill {S. 3944) granting a pension to Juliet Opie H~ Ayres; · 
A bill (H. R. 11923) granting a pension to Charles Schuler; and 
A bill (H. R. 11466) granting a pension to Mary A. Selbach. 
Mr. JONES, of Arkansas, from the Committee on Claims, to whom 

was referred the bill {H. R. 1029) for the relief of J. S. Flake, guardian 
of Samuel Howard, reported it without amendment. 

MESSAGE FRO:\f THE HOUSE. 
Mr. STEWART presented the petition of E. Donov~n and 34 others 

{5 voters and 30women), citiz-ens of Gold Hill, Nev., and the petition A message from the House of Representatives, by .M:r. CLARK, its 
of J. H. Hammond and 65 others (28 voters and 38 women), eitiz-ens Clerk, announced _that the Hoose had passed the following bills: 
of Ruby Hill, Nev., praying for the submission to the States of a consti-1 · A bill (S. 1804) to authorize the Cheyenne Street Railroad Company 
tntiol.}{l.l prohibitory amendment; which were ordered to lie on thetable . . to build its road on and across the Fort D. A. Russell military reser-

1\Ir. BUTLER presented a petition of the Young Men's Union Prayer vation; and . 
Meetin~ of Union, S. C., praying for the passage of the Sunday-rest A bill (S. 3786) to change the date for the commencement of the 
bill; which was referred to the Committee on Education and Labor. March terms of the district court for the northern district of Georgia. 

Mr. UcPHERSON presented the petition of W. N. Ogbo-rn and 57 · The message also announced that the Honse had passed the bill (H. 
others (25 voters and 33 women), citizens of Bridgeport, N . . .J., and the R. 11871) for the relief of Hardin County, Kentucky; in which it re
petition of James Cumming and 57 others (30 voters and 28 women), quested the concurrence of the Senate. 
citizens of Jersey fJity, N.J., praying for the proposal of a constitu- HEIRS OF REAR-AD!tiTRAL CHARLES H BALDWIN 
tional amendment prohibiting the manufacture, importation, exporta- M PAYNE I · t t d h th Co ·t· te F ·. R 1 
ti tr t t . d 1 f . ll 1 h 1. li b r. . am 1ns rue e y e mmt eon • ore1gn e a-
0~' ~nspor a Ion, an. sa e o a a co 0 IC quors as a everage; tions, to whom was referred the joint r-eso1ution (S. R. 125) authoriz-

whlch v;ere ordered to be 0~ ~he table. . . . ing the heirs of Rear-Admiral Charles H. Baldwin, United States 
He also presented the pet1t10n of J. G. Johnson, a e1t1zen ofP1tman , Navy to receive a snnff-bo t · d' d f th c f R · 

Grove, Gloucester County, New Jersey, praying tor the pass~e of the . ' . . . x se m mmon s rom ~ zar o n~1a, 
Sunday-rest bill· which was referred -to the Committee on Ed ti 1 to repor_t ~t favonbl! w1thont amendment,· and I ?e.sll'e present achon 
and Labor. ' uca on on the JOmt resolutwn. I ask that the letter wh1ch I forward to the 

l\Ir. PL Ul\IB presentf'.d a memorial of citizens of Whitman County, desThk mpayREbSeirDeaEdN. T .,_ . . The letter Wl •. ll be read. 
W h. t T ·to trati . t th f h b'll e pro «::'lllp01 e. as m~ on ern ry, remons . ng agams e passage o t e 1 . Th Chl f Cl k d :£ u . . 
authorizingthecountycommissi{}nersofWhitmanCountv,Washington e e er rea as 0 ows . .., NEW YoRK, January31, 1889, 
Territory, to i~soe bonds for the purpose of building a court-house and DEAn Sm: I take the liberty to address youaschairmanofthe Committee on 
jail. etc. ~ which· wa~ referred to the Committee on Territories. Foreign Relations to ask if you will endeavor to have a bill reported back to 

Mr. EVARTS P.resented a petition of 1,252 citizens of the State of :!~~~ate that was introducedbySenatorCHANDLERandreferred to your com-

New York, praying for the passage of a Sunday-rest law; which was This is a bill to enable the heirs of the late Rear-Admiral Baldwin to retain a 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor. gold snuff-box that was presented to him by the present Czar of Russia at his 

Mr. HAWLEY presented the petition of A. N. Allen and 18 others coronation. 
{

P. te d 13 ) - •t• f S thb C · ~ Friends of the late rear-admiral did present a bill some yeat'S ago, but no 
uvo rsan women" Cltzens O on ury, onn., praymg ~.or actionwasreached,andasmylatefriendwasillforthreeorfouryearsbeforehis 

the proposal of a constitut.ional amendment prohibiting the mannfact- death, no effort was made to geL this attended to. 
ure, importation, exportation, tr~nsportation, .and sa]e of all alcoholic Of course now the family would like to retain this as. a memento. 
I . b h" h d edt 1' th tabl I am one of the executors, and with the great friendship that has always ex-Iquors as a · everage; w IC was or er 0 Ie on e e. isted for Admiral Baldwin and his family, explains the interest that I take in 

Mr. WILSON, oflowa, presented a petition oflOO citizens of Sheldon, this matter. 
Iowa., praying for the passage of a Sunday-rest law; which· was referred I remain, very truly, 
to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

1\ir. HOAR presented the petition of M. E. Gammons and 57 others 
(22 voters and 36 women), citizens of Westport, Mass., praying forth~ 
submission to the States of a constitutional prohibitory amendment; 
wllich was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DAWES presented the petition of C. B. Hathaway and 103 others 
(4.9 voters and 55 women), citizens of R:1ynham, Mass., praying for the 
proposal of .a constitutional amendment prohibiting the manufacture, 
importation, exporta.1ion, transport-tti• n, andsaleof allalcoholicliqnors 
as a beverage; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

C. ADOLPHE LOW. 
Ron . . JOHN SHERMAN, 

United Stales Senate, Washi-ngton. 

The PRESIDENT p1·o tempore. The Senator from Ohio asks unani
mous consent that the joint resolution may be now considered. It will 
be read at length for information, subject to objection. 

The Chief Clerk read the joint resolution, as follows: 
Resolved, etc., That the heirs of the late Rear-Admiral Charles H. Baldwin 

United States Navy, be, and hereby are, authorized to receive the snuff-box set 
in d~onds presented to the I'ear•admirall,Jy the Czar of Russia, while he was 
speCial naval representative of the Government at the coronation of the em-
peror, in 1883. · 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
Mr.. FAULKNER, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was re- proceeded to consider the joint resolution. 

ferred the bill tH. R. 9874) for the relief of administrator of Alfred Al- The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amendment, 

• 
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ordere9- to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and 
passed. 

DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR APPROPRIATION BILL. 
:Mr. HALE. I present the conference report on the diplomatic and 

consular appropriation bill. · 
'l'be PRESI DENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 
'l'he Chief Clerk read as 1ollows: 

The committ-ee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
the nmenument s of the Senate to the bill (H. R.ll879) making appropriaUons 
for the_ diplomatic and consular service of the United States for the fiscal year 
ending ·June 30. 1893, having met, after full and free coufcrcnce have agreed to 
:recommend and do recommend to their respective Houses as follows: 

'rbat the Senate recede from its ~mendments numbered 5, 6, 7, 13, 25, 26, !l.ndZl. 
'.rha t the House recede from its disagreement to the amendments of the Senate 

numuered 1, 2, 3, 4, 8, 9, 10, 14, 15, 16,17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 2~, 23, and 24, and agree to 
the same. 

T hnt the House recede from its disagreement to the amendments of the Sen
ate uuw uered 11 nud 12, and agree to the same with an amendment as follows: 
Substitute for the sum proposed the following: "$378,500;" and the ~enateagree 
to the same. 

EUGENE HALE, 
W. B. ALLISON, 
F. M. COCKRELL, 

Managers on thepartojthe Sena'e • 
.TAMES B. McCREARY, 
CHAS. E. HOOKER, 
ROBERT R. lliTT, 

Manauers on the part of the House. 

time that bill passed the Senate and was reconsidered on the motion of 
the Senator from Vermont [Mr. ED11IUNDS] it was understood that the 
bill after being reconsidered should occupy the place of a Senate bill 
which was Order of Business 2026. I move to have the Honse bill 
changed from Order of Business 2435 to 2026, the place where it prop
erly belongs. I called the attention of the Senator from Vermont to 
this mistake in the Order of Business of this bill and he agreed that it 
should btl put at 2026. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempm·e. The Chair hears no o~jection to the 
proposed change in the enumeration of the Order of Business, and that 
change will be made. 

WTIITE EARTH . INDIAN RESERVATION. 
Mr. SABIN. I ·am directed by the Committee on Indian Affairs to 

report favorably with an amendment the bill (H. R. 12443) granting 
to the St. Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Railway Company the right 
of way through the White Earth Indian reservation in the State of 
Minnesota, and I desir& to haTe action by the Senate on the sa;me at 
this time. · 

The PRESIDENT pro· tempore. The Senator froin Minnesota asks 
unanimous consent. that the bill reported by him may be now consid· 
ered. Is there objection? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let it be read for information. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be read at length for infor-

mation, subject to objection. . 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be· no objection to the pres- The bill was read, and by unanimous consent the Senate, as in Com· 

ent consideration of the report, the question is,-Will the Senate agree mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider it. 
to the same? The amendment reported by the Committee on Indian Affairs was, in · 

Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to have the Senator explain what section 2, line 24, to strike out the words "as to the amount of said 
is ••one with the amendments in regard to Samoa. compensation'' andinser~ ''to the provisions_ofthis act;'' so as to read: 

.Mr. H.ALE. The large appropriation which was ma-de by an amend- But no right of any kind shall vest in said railway company in or to any par~ 
D1t·nt in the Senate of half a million dollars is left in the bill and be- of the right of w:!y herein provided for until plats thereQf, made upon actual 
comes a part of the report. · - survey for the definite location of such railroad, and including grounds for sta

The i t.em of $100,000, which covered the taking possession of the sta- tion buildings, depots, machine shops, side-tracks, turn-outs, and water stations 
shall have been approved by the Secretary of the Interior, and until the cow

tion which the United States has at Pago Pago, is struck out of this pensatiou aforesaid shall have been fixed and paid, and the consent of the In
bill for the reason that the House of Representatives put it in a better dians on said reservation to the provisions of this act shall have been first ob
forni in the naval appropriation bill, so that the work which is to be tained in a wanner satisfactory to the President of the United States. 
doile there will be done under the Navy Department. The Senate The amendment was agreed to. 
has already consented to that amendment and it has passed both The bill wa...q teported to t~e Senate as amended, and the amendment 
Houses upon that bill, and will undoubtedly in a few days become a j was concurred in. 
law upon that bill. Otherwise there are no substantial changes in the 1 The amendment was ordere~ to be engrossed an~ the bill to he 
bill from the Senate's action. read a third time. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Will the Senate concur in the report The bill was read the third time, and pa..c:;sed. 
of the committee of conference? The PRESIDE.t~T pro tempore. Senate bill3919, upon the same sulr 

The report was concurred in. ject, if there be no objection, will be indefinitely postponed. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. :Mr. DA 'VES .. What is .the difference between th_e bill t~at has been 

r ANDERSO'""!" . d ed bill (S 3960) t• . to passed and the blll for whlclt the Senator asks the mdefimte postpone .. 
i\n. 11L'"l...... • . .1.'4 mtro uc ~ . . . gran 1~g a. pensiOn ment? . , _ 

Mar~ B. Hunt; whJCh was read twice ~yits title, a~d, WJth the accom-,- 11ir. SABIN. They are identical, with the amendment made by the 
panymg papers, referred to the Committee ou PensiOns. · committee to the House bill 

·He ~Is? (by .request) introd~ced a bill (S. 3961) .to secn~e to a~l citi- J I move that the Senate i~ist on its amendment and ask for a confer-
z~n~ of ~ne Umted States the nght to vote at ~ertam election~ Witho!lt 

1 
ence with the House of Representatives on the bill and amendment. 

d_tstrnctJOn of sex, and for other pnrpo~es; which was r~d tw1ce by Its ! The motion was agreed to. 
title, ancl referred to th~ . Select Commi.ttee on Woman Suffrage. · · I By unanimous consent, the President pro ternpore was authorized to 
· He also (by request) mtrod~ced a b1ll (S. 3~62) i?, amend the :first, . appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate, and Mr. DAWES, Mr. 

second, and twenty-thud sections of an act entitled .An act to enforce I SABIN and Mr JONES of .Arkansas were appointed 
the right of citi7.:ens of the United States to vote in the several States ! ' · · 
of this Union, and for other purposes," approved May 31, 1870; which j THE ELECTORAL COUNT. 
was I'ead twice by its title, and referred to the Select Committee on Mr. HAWLEY. If the morning business is concluded--
Woman Suffrage. The PRESIDENT JJro tempore. Is there further morning business? 

Mr. CHANDLER introduced a bill (S. 3963) granting a pension to Mr. HO.AR. Mr. President--
Jeanie Brent Davenport; which was read twice by its title, and referred The PRESIDENT pro te-mpore. Does the Senator rise to morning 
to tho Committee on Pensions. business? 

Mr. SAWYER (by reques~) introduced a bill (S. 3964) to authorize Mr. HO.AR. I rise to make what I suppose is a privileged motion. 
:m extension of a patent for improvement in sewerage to Walter Scott The PRESIDENT p1·o tempm·e. T~e Senator will state his motion. 
Vlest· which was read twice by its title and referred to the Committee Mr. HOAR. I move that at ten mmutes before 1 o'clock to-day the 
on P~tents ' Senate proceed to the Hall of the House of Representatives, there to 

· AMENDMENTS TO BII.LS. _ I t ake part under the Constitution and laws in the count of the electoral 
M M ·PHERSON b itted n mendment intended to be pro- votes for President and Vic~-President of the l!flit~ States. 

r. · c. .r su m . . a a . . . . • f; d The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there ObJectiOn? -
posed llyhim.to the sundry CI~l.appropnatiOn bill; whiCn.wasre erre Mr. SHERMAN. Before that question is put I should like to in-
to the Comnnttee on Appropnatwns, and ordered to be prmted. . . . 

_ M DA.NIEL b 'tt d d nt intended to be proposed by qmre whether the us~a~ custom has not been to awatt notwe from the 
. r. su mi e. a.n am.en me. House of Representatives? 

ht?l to the ~r_my appro:prmtlon bill; which was. referred to the Com- The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair has just been notified by 
nnttce on Military Affairs, and ordered to be pnnted. .the Clerk of the House of Representatives that no notification will be 

INDIAN EDUCATION .AND CIVILIZATION. 
1 

forwarded, but that the House will be ready to receive the Senate at 
Mr. nf.ANDERSON submitted t.he following resolution; which, to- the time appointed in the concurrent resolution. 

gcther with the accompanying document, was referred to the Commit- Mr. SHERMAN. :My impression is that heretofore the custom has 
tee on Printing: always been for the House of Representatives to notify the Senate that 

R esolved by the Senate of the UnireclStrttes (the Ho use of Representatives eonew'Ting), they are ready to receive the Senate so that the votes may be counted. 
That 5,000 copies of the report Oll Indian education and civilization , by Alice c~ 1t1r. HOAR. I suppose the departure by the House of Representa
Flet<-her, be pr~nted; 1 ,000 for the_use_ of t?e Senate, 2•000 f~t· t~e use of the H~use tives from the usual custom may perhaps be explained by the fact tliat 
of Represcntll.ttves,and2,000for dtsLnbutton bytheComnussiOnerofEdncahon. there is now for the first time in existence a statute regulating the 

DR. JOHN B. READ. whole proceeding, which makes H a legal duty. I suppose, therefore, 
Mr. PUGH. I desire toc..'lll attention to Order of Business 2435, be- it would not be necessary or proper or becoming for the Senate to wait 

ing the bill (H. R. 10633) for the relief of Dr . .John B. Read. At the for an invit.1<tion. Tho -Constitution provides for the assembling 01 

/ 
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these two bodies at the count of the electoral votes, and the statute Mr. STEW ART. I do not care about delaying the bill by discussion, 
places the Hall of the House of Representatives at the command of the and I will consent to the amendment. 
convention for 'that purpose and provides who shall preside. The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HARRIS. I would ask the Senator from Massachusetts if the The bill was reported to the Senate as aniended, and the amend-
eoncurrent resolution agreed to by both Houses does not fix the hour ments were concurred in. 
atwhich the Senate shall appearin the Hall oftheHouseofRepresent- The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
atives? third till\ e. and passed. 

11Ir. HOAR. It does. J. J. FINLEY. 
Mr. HARRIS. It seems to me that that is sufficient. Mr. EUSTIS. I am instructed by the Committee on Privileges and 
Mr. HOAR. ·I suppose the Chair perhaps would not execute that Elections to report favorably upon the petition of J. J. Finley, and~-

resolution without an order of the Senate. The statute requires the companying the report there is a resolution. _ . 
two Houses to be at that place at 1 o'clock to-day. This motion is Mr. CALL. I ask unanimous consent that that resolution may be 

· that the Senate proceed-! will say at five minutes before 1 o'clock- now considered . . 
that the Senate leave this Chamber for tha~ purpose at five minutes The PRESIDENT pro tempo-re. The Senator from Louisiana, from 
before 1 o'clock, so that they will be on the spot at the appointed time. the Committee on Privileges and Elections, reports a resolution, which 
I modify the motion and make it five minute.s before 1 o'clock, which will be read. , · 
will give, I suppose, time enough. The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

The PRESIDENT pro ternpore. The Senate has heard the motion of Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed to pay, out of thE! con
the Senator from .Massachusetts, that at five minutes before 1 o'clock tingent fund of the Senate, to J. J. Finley, who was appointed a Senator of the 
to-day the Senate will proceed to the Hall of the House of Represent- United States by the governor of the State of Florida, a sum equivalent to the 
atives as required by the concurrent resolution for the ascertainment salary of a Senator from March 5, 1887, the day of his appointment, to May 10, 

1887, the day of the election of a Senator to fill the vacancy t{) which be was and counting of the electoral vote. The Chair hears no objection, and appointed. 

it is so o~dered. Mr. CALL. I ask unanimous consent that that resolution may be 
JACOB CRAMER. now considered. . 

. Mr. CAMERON. ~ ask the Senate at ·this time to consider House The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair thinks that under the 
bill855, Order of Busmess 2606. rules the resolution sheuld be referred to the Committee to Audit and 
. The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Th~ Calender under Rule VIII being Control the Contingent Expenses of the Senate. · · 
m order, t~e Sen~tor from .Pennsy~vama moyes th~t the Senate proceed I :M:r. CALL. Very well, then; I withdraw the motion. · 
to the cons1derat10n of a b1ll the title of which will be stated. The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be so referred. 

The CHIEF CLERK. A bill (H. R. 855) for the relief of the heirs of . . · 
Jacob Cramer. · · · . THE ELECTORAL COUNT. 

The PRESIDENT pt·o tempo-re. Is there objection to the present con- II Mr. DAVIS. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera-
sideration of the bill? · • tion-- · 
· There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The time bas arrived for the execu-
proceeded to consider the bil1. It provides for the isSuance by the Com- tion of the order of the Senate. . 
missioner of Pensions to the heirs of Jacob Cramer of a bounty-land The Senate, preceded by the President pro tempore and the Sergeant
warrant for 200 acres of land, the warrant to be locatable only on pub· at-Arms, thereupon proceeded to the Hall of the Houseof Representa
lic land subject to private entry, for services rendered by Cramer as a tives for the purpose of participating in thecountoftheelecto~al votes 
lieutenant in the Pennsylvania Continental Line in the Revolutionary for President and Vice-President of the United States. · 
war, he being entitled thereto pursuant to the resolution of the Conti- The Senate retu~ned to its Chamber at 2 .o'clock. and 25 minutes 
nental Congress of September 16, 1776, and the provisions of the act of p.m., and the President pro temp~re resumed the chau. . .. 
July 27, 1842, extended by the act of February 8, 1854. Mr. ltiA.NDERSON. !dr. Prestdent, the tellers who were app~mted 

The bill wn~ reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to on behalf of the Senate I~ pursuance of the .. conc_urrent r~lutwn o 
a third read in~, read the third time, and passed. the two Houses to ascertam the result of the elect10n for Pres1den t and 

HENRY M. RECTOR. 
Mr. JONES; of Arkansas. I ask unanimous consent of 'the Senate 

that the vote by which t~e bill (S. 314) for the relief of Henry M. Rec
tor was passed may be reconsidered, and that the House of Representa
tives be requested to return the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempm·e. It will be so ordered if there be no 
()bjection. The Chair hears no objection. 

Vice-President of the United States beg leave to report that the two 
Houses met in joint convention in pursuance of the resolution, and 
that thereupon the certificates of the electors of the various States of 
their votes for those officers were opened by the President of the Sen
ate and delivered to the tellers; and on being examined it appem-ed 
that the votes of the several States had been cast in accordance with 
the list which I send to the Chair. 

From those votes it appeared that ~the whole number of electors ap-
CA.LIFORNIA INDIAN WAR CLAIMS. pointed to vote for President and Vice-President of the United States 

Mr. STEW ART. .J ~ove that the Senate proceed to the considera- for the term of office beginning on the 4th day of March, 1889, wa.'l 
tion of Senate bill 3439, Order of Business 2315. 401, of which a majority was 201. The state of the vote for President 

By unanimous consent, the bill (S. 3439) authorizing the Secretary of the United States appeared to be: 
of War io ascertain the amount of money which has been expended and For Benjamin Harrison, of the State of Indiana, 233. 
the obligations assumed by the State of California, growing out of In- For Grover Cleveland, of the State of New York, 168. 
dian hostilities therein· and upon the borders' thereof, not heretofore The state of the vote for Vice-President of the United States sp-
reimbursed by the United States, was considered as in Committee of the peared to be: . 
Whole. For Levi P. Morton, of the State of New York, 233. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move to amend the bill. by striking out the For Allen G. Thurman, of the State of Ohio, 168. 
clause beginning in line 18 down to and including line 22, as follows: Which result having been ascertained and counted by the tellers was 

The Secretary of War is hereby authoriz~d and directed to ascertain the delivered by them to the President pro tempo-re of the Senate, where
amount of interest paid and assumed by said State on obJiga.tions incurred for upon the President p·o tempore of the Senate announced the state of 
the purposes hereinbefore enumerated, and which has not heretofore been re· the vote to be, that Beniamin Harrison, of the State of Indiana, had re-imbursed by the United States. '-' 

· f h d " ted, b 'k' ceived 233 electoral votes, and that Grover Cleveland, of the State of 
- And also, mline26, atert e wor enumera •' ystn mgout NewYork,hadreceived168electoralvotes,fortheofficeofPr.esidentof 
all down to and including "United States," in line 29, as follows: the United States; andthatLeviP. Morton,oftheStateofNewYork,had 

Including tbe amount of interest actua11y paid and assumed by said State on received.233votes, and. that Allen G. Thurman, of the State of Ohio, had moneys borrowed for the purposes above enumerated and not heretofore reim-
bursed by the United States. received 168 votes, for the office of Vice-President of the United States. 

So as to m~ke the clause read: l!Ir. EDMUNDS. That will be entered on the Journal, I presume. 
The Secretary of War shall rep01·t to Congress the amount of money which The PRESIDENT pro temp01·e. The certifir.ate of the ascertajnment 

may be thus ascertained to have been actually paid and assumed by the State and counting of the electoral votes for President and Vice-President of 
of California on account of the matters above enumerated. ' the United States submitted by the tellers will be entered at large upon 

Mr. STEW ART. I have no objection to the amendment: the Journal of the Senate. 
Mr. COCKRELL. What is that amendment? .Mr. EDMUNDS. The report had also better be entered in connec- . 
Mr. SHERMAN. I have mo>ed to strike out all that relates to in- tion with the certificate. It is a written report. 

terest. As a matter of course, if the Govorment ought to pay interesb The PRESIDNET p·o tempore. It is proper that there should ap
(which I deny, for the Government does not pay interest anyway) it pear, the Chair thinks~ between the certificates signed by the tellers 
should pay it without respect to any rate paid by the State of California. and the announcement of the state of the vote by the President of 

Mr. STEWART. The bill _as it is would not commit ustoanything I the Senate, the direction of the President of the Senate to the tellers 
except what has been done. to report in accordance with law the result of their counting andascer-

Mr. SHERMAN. It is a recognition of the claim, and I think it had tainment of the vote. If there be no objection that will. be inserted. 
better be stricken out. Mr. EDMUNDS. · Thenhavethereportenteredin theJournalaswell. 

' 
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The PRESIDENT pro te-m.pore. The report also will be entered in 
the Journal. 

l\:tr. HOAR. This document is the report signed by the tellers. 
The report of the tellers, as entered on the Journal, is as follows: 

The undersigned, CHARLES F. MANDERSON and IsHAM G.l!A.RRIS, tellers on 
the part of the Seuate, and DANIEL ERMENTROUT and CHARLES S. BAKER, tellers 
on the part of the House of Representatives, report the following as the result 
of the ascertainment and counting of the electoral votes for President and Vice
President of the United States for the term beginning March 4, 1889: 

For President I For Vice-Presi-· dent. 

~.s d>~ l.~ ~0 :.G> OQ -:l-
States. ..... I~Z ~z ,r:..c= 

.s"' 0 ..... 
~"0~ 

f<O 
8 -d I- 0 • ci"' .~§ ~ 

G) -.!II -... 1>-'0 J.o ... ~0 l=l.f c$·- oCO ~.s~ <DCIS 
<I)Jo<'O t!i~~ ~ ~8 ,, ~ ------

tion of the Senate to print extra .copies of the report of the Coast and 
Geodetic Survey for the fiscal year ending June 3(), 1888. 

The message aliw .announced that the House had agreed to tbe report 
of the committee of conference on the disagreeing votes ·Of the two 
Houses on the amendment of the Senate to the bill (S. 3116) granting 
an increase of pension to Thomas Wynne. 

The message also announced that the House bad ordered the Clerk 
to request the Senate to return to the House the House concurrentres
olutioa providing for the printing of the annual volumes of the Astro
nomical 0 bservations of the Naval Observatory for 1886, 1887, and 1888. 

PRESIDENTIAL .APPROV .ALS. 

A .message from the President of the United States, by 1\fr. 0. L. 
PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the President had on 
the 12th instant approved and signed the following acts: 

An act (S. 1481) granting a pension to Ellen White Dowling; 
An act (S. 2829) granting a pension to Sarah .J. Foy; 
An act (S. 3283) granting a pension to Reuben Ash; 

10 .Alabama ..........•..... ~·~··········-............... -···-····· 10 ...•••••.... 10 An act (S. 332) granting a pension to Harrison Wagner; 
7 .Al'kansas ............... ........... - ....... ~······· -·~··-·· 7 ....... ~. . 7 -An act (S. 2765) granting a pension to Adaline A. Smyth; 
8 California ....................... ·-····-············ 8 ·-········· 8 .. ..... .... An act (S. 3249) for the relief of Zo. S. Cook; 
3 Colorado .. --·· ·~··-···· --·· ·····-····"·............ 3 ............ 3 -.......... A (S 2623) t" · f · to J P tte 
6 Connecticut ................................. _ ........ _._... .. •6 ··-·"·· ··· 6 n act • gran rng an 1ncrease o penswn ames a rson; 
3 Delaware......................................................... 3 ............ :3 An act (S. 3794) granting to the Big Horn Southern Railroad Com-
4 Florida ...... ......... .. ......................... ...... ···· ···· ... 4 ............ 4 pany a right of way through a .Part of the Crow Indian reservation in 
~~ ~~r~:.:·::::::::::::::·:::.::::::::::·:::.:::·.::::::::::: ·······22· .. ..... ~- ·······22 ........... ~~ Montana Territory; 
15 Indiana................................................. 15 .......... _ 15 ·-········ An act {S. 379) to increase pensions in certain cases; 
13 Iowa ............................. ~ ···-·················· 13 ...... .. ~.. · 13 · ... .. ....... An act (S. 1092) for the relief of certain property in the District of 

9 Kansas.................................................. 9 .......... . 9 ......... ... .COlumbia,· and 
13 Kentucky ................................................ -····-· 13 ............ 13 

8 Louisia.na.. .................... ..................... _ ............ 8 .......•.. ~ 8 An act (S. 2441) to refund illegal internal-revenue tax <lollected of 
6 Maine ... _..................................... .......... 6 ······ ·-··· 6 ···•••••···· J.ames R. Berry, as late auditor of the State of Arkansas. 
8 Maryland............................... .............. ......... ... 8 ...... ...... 8 

H Massachusetts ...... " ................... ~.......... 14 ... ......... 14 ............ CONGRESSIONAL ELECTIONS. 
1~ ~:~~!~~:::::::::::.::::::::·~:::::::::::::;::::::~: ~ :::::::::·:: 1~ :::~:::::::: The PRES~NT pro tempore. The Senate resumes the considera-
1~ :l:!:::~f~~:::::::::::::.:::·::.:::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::: 1~ :::::::::·::: 1~ tion of the untinished btisiness, being the resolution reported by the 
5 Nebraska............................................. 5 ............ 5 ............ Senator from New York [Mr. EVARTS] from the Committee on Privi-
3 Nevada ......................................... . ~ ·· 3 .... ........ o ····~--·· leges and E1ectioll8 to revise the .existing laws reguJating elections of 
4 New Hampshire"_ ..................... -···~ 4 ........... 4 ··~... . ..... members of CongTess. Is the Senate ready for the question upon 
3~ ~!!-i~:;~:::::::::.::~::.:::::::::::::::::~::·::::: ·······36~ ........ ~ ......... 36' ... ...... ~ agreeing to the resolution? 
11 . North <J&rolina. .......................•.. ~. w·~· ...... ; .... : 11 ............ ll Mr. EDMUNDS. Let it be read. 
23 Ohio ...................... w............................. 23 ·•·•·•••• ·•• 23 The PRESIDENT p1"0 temprwe. The resolution will be read. 
3 Oregon .......................................... -..... 3 ............ 3 ...... ~ -··· The Chief Clerk read as follows: · 

30 Pennsylvania....................................... 30 ............ 30 ........... . 
4 Rhode I.slaud .. ........ -······- ·······-·····- ·· 4 ............ 4 -···~······ Resolved, That the Committee on Privileges .and Elections be directed care-
9 South Carolina···-·-····--··~·-·······........ ............. 9 ............ 9 fully to revise the existing laws regulating elections of members of Oongress, 

12 Tennessee ·····················~· .. ················· ....... ..... 12 ........... 12 with a view of providirur for a more complete protection of the exercise of the 
13 Texas.............................................................. 18 ............ 13 electi.>efra.nchise, and for the punishment of offenses against it, and to report 

4~ ;~~~~-~:~:~~~::~::.::.~~~:~~~ ~~ ::=~~ on~~~~E;~5h;~~h~·~;:~:;d~::. ::: 
4 Vermont 4 P- to the next legislative session or the-Senate by bill or otherwise. 

I n"Ow know, that resolution. When the Senate adjourned last even
' ing the Senator from New York [Mr. EVARTS] had the floor for the 

CHARLES F. l>IANDERSON" purpose, as I understood, -of suhmitting remarks upon it, and as be is ISHAM G. HARRIS, 
TeUers on the part of the Senate. not present at this time I supposed that it would be informally laid 

DANIEL ERMENTROUT, aside. 
CHAS. S. BAKER, Mr. SHERMAN. Let it stand over until he comes in. 

TeUers on the part of the Home of Representatives. Mr. MITCHELL. I ask that the pending business may be tempo-
The PRESIDENT pro tempore thereupon announced the state of the rarily laid aside, and that I may be permitted to offer a resolution. 

vote, as follows: The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution will be received if 
The state of the vote for President of the United States, as delivered there be no objection. 

to the President of the Senate, is as follows: 
The whole number of the electors appointed to vote for President of KLAMATH INDIAN RESERVATION IN ·CALIFORNIA. 

the United States is 401, of which a majority is 201. Mr. 1\H:r'CHELL submitted the following resolution; which was con-
Benjamin Harrison, of the State of Indiana, has received, for Presi- sidered by unanimous <lonsent, and agreed to: 

dent of the United States, ~33 votes; and Resowed, That the Sec;eta.ry of the Interior be, and he is is hereby, directed 
Grover Cleveland., of the State of_New Y'Ork, has receiv€d 168 votes. to inform the Senate what proceedings, if any, nave been had in his Depart
The state of the vote for Vice-President of the United States, as de- ment relative to the sun<ey and sale of the Klamath Indian reservation, in the 

livered to the President of the Senate, is as follows: State of Calitornia, in pursuance of the provisions of the act approved April 8, 
' 1864, entitled ".An act to provide for the better organization of Indian affairs in 

The whole number of the electors appointed to vote for Vice-P.resi- California." 
dent of the Unit~ States is 401, of which a majority is 201. DISTRICT MILITIA. 

Levi P. Morton, of the State of New York, has received 233 votes; Mr. EDMUNDS. 1\Ir. President, the Senate is thin and tl1e Senator 
and from New York, who has the fioor, is absent. Therefore, unless there 

Allen G. Thurman, of the State of Ohio, has received 168 votes. is something pressing, I move that the Senate adjourn. 
This annanncement of the state of the vote by the President of the Mr. HOAR Let us go on and do other business. 

Senate is, by law, a sufficient declaration that Benjamin Har ison, of Mr. HAWLEY. I very much desire to have a little bill :finished that 
the State of Indiana, is elected President of the United Sta-tes, and was under consideration the other day. 
that Levi P. Morton, of the State of New York, is elected Viee-Presi- Mr. EDMUNDS. Iftheresolution reported from the Committee on 
dent of the United States, each for the term beginning March 4, 1889, Privileges and Elections can be laid aside informally, so that it will not 
and will be entered, together with a list of the votes, on the Journals lose its place, I do not object. 
of the Senate and House of Representatives. The PRESIDENT pt·o tempore. The Chair bears no objection, and 

REPORT OF A C01\fMITTEE. the pendin~ business iR informally laid aside. 
Mr. JONES, of Arkansas, from the Committee on Claims, to whom Mr. HAWLEY. I ask unanimous consent to proceed to the consid-

was referred the bill (S. 3~) for the relief of Hardin County, Ken- erntion of a bill that was debated for a while the other day upon which 
tucky, reported it without amendment. we practically arrived at an uude.rstanding-H-ouse bill No. 49tH, Cal

endar number 2648. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HDUSE. The PRESIDENT pro temporeA The title of the bill will be stated. 

A message from the House of Representativt-s, by 1\lr. CLARK, its The CHIEF CLERK. A bill (H. R. 4961) to provide for the o.rgaDi-
Clerk, announced that the House had agreed to the concurrent resolu- zation of the militia of the District of Columbia. 
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Mr. HAWLEY. That bill has .been read. The Senator from Mis- Your petitioner, .Tomes L. Moore, is· a. native of the-State of Alabama, butha.s 

so~? [Mr. Co~RELLJ offere~ .an amendment which, 1 presume, he ~:!~s ~~~~~~ S:;!!'~~~:I:,~~nm~~~h~~t (::d'}~~~~~66:! is~ h~M ~r;~-Bfu: 
will renew. Th1s beglllS practically de -novo. of district clerk, and from 1882 to 1~ held the office of sheriff of said county· 

Mr. COCKRELL. '.fhe amendment wa.s pending. owned real and pe~sonalpropertyin.said city of Brenhan;t t.o the val?-e of$6,000; 
Mr. HAWLEY. Do we take np -the .proceedings where -they were , was. comfortably situated and earmng a comfortable hvmg for brmself and 

1 ft ff. · d' t rli t l uld t h h l :famlly, e ? , 01, accor mg o pa amen _ar! .a.w, wo no t e w o e ,pro- Your petitioner, Carl Sohutze,wasbornin Germany,butwas manyyearsago 
ceedmgs drop then? Will the (,"barr mform me does the Senate resume naturalized, and bas resided in the United States during the past thirty years 
the consider:rtion :rt the .POint where it left off the other night? and has been a citizen ofs~id ~ashington C~mnty since l87L; is now thirty•fiv~ 

Th P uE"IDENT t If th ·S ~....+~ d h . years of a~e and ~n~arrted; 1s by professton a lawyer, and from 1877 to 1 
. e . .1." ~ • pro empore. e .eua.,., procee_ s tot e con- held the office of dtBtrtet attorney of said county and :State; was until recently 

&.deration ot the btll moved by the Senator from Connecticut, the ques- ed1tor of a German Republinan newspaper published at the said city of Bren
tion .pending .at the time when .the 'bill was J.ast nnder consideration bam, known as 'the Staats Zeitung ;, was comforta'?lY s tuat.t;d, owning personal 
will be the one subml'tted to theSe ate prop~rty to the-value of$3,000; thel.ncome from hts profesSion a-nd -paper earn-n . mg him a competent .support. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The question, the~, is onagreeing to the amend· ment. These statements are verified by the evidence·and are accepted and 
Thp PRESIDENT pro .ternpore. The question is on the amendment. reported by the committee as showinl! their gjtuati{)n~ in that com .. 
Mr. COCKHELL. 1 simply say that the amendment I offered is the mnnity before this alleged proscription -drove them from 'home 

bill_ that was fully considered in the Senate and pa.<;Sed by the Senate. Your petitioners are white citizens of the United States and dared to believe and maintain the.rightto.be Republicans in politics. ' 
Mr. HAWLEY. And I beg leave to add that the House ..bill that F<?r this, their enly crime, your petitioners ar~ now exiles from their homes, 

comes here covers very much the same ground; but'jt is an improve- havmg be.en compelled to leave under serious threats of assassination an<t 
Inent in some respects, and tbe Senate bill is an improvement in other abaudun t~e!r property or accept for it such prices as were ptOffered tbeO::. 
respects. A conference will no doubt make.a good bill from the two. beT;;r!S:\~~~~~~h!~~~!}~~u':~ obliged to sell hi~ homestead for $1,150, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment Your petitiOner, James L. Moore, was obliged to sell Ws homestead for $2 000 
moved by the Senator from frHssouri. being less than one-half its real value. ' ' 

Th d t d 
Your petitioner, Carl Schutze, was compelled -to l'emove his paper to Halves• 

e amen men was agree to. :ton, Tex., .th.ereby dP.Stroying its J?lltronage and support, and p.reventing hit:Q 
The bill was Teported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment from obtammg even one-tenth of lls real value. 

was concurred in. Th tb · ese were . e gnevan<;es tba~ bad been suffered by these-petitioners, . 
The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to .be-read and ·the committee have fonnd .m substance and effect that thesegriev .. 

a third time. = ances were suuered by them with no pretense of-exercise of this powe• 
The bill was -read the third time, and ;passea. · t tb tb t · t n t d · h 'd 
1'11r. HAWLEY. 1 ·mov-e that the Senate.insis.t on ii:B amendment agams . em . a IS a a suppor e m t e eVl ence except their ac1 

and_ ask for a conference with the Rouse of Representa..:ves thereon. ' tivity in ttbe canvass and in-support of the ticket .and the principles ot 
·"~ the .Republican pa.x:ty. 

'The motion was agreed ;t.o. .It will be easily understood, if we left ·out .of view any other circum• 
By unanimous consent, the President pro tempore was authorized to stances ·or influences .that govern th.e actions -of men, -if we left out o! 

appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate; and Mr. H:A:W..L:EY, Mr. view all but the-elements of this transaction which belong to the cbar--
M:A....~DEBSO.N, and Mr. CocKRELL were appointed. acter and situation of these men and the .surrounding_population unde1 

.ORDER OF BUSINESS. whose-proscription they suffered these injuries-it must be admitted .by 
MT. TELLER. I desire to call up -Calendar 1464, being :the bill (S. all that no greater encroachments -upon the dearest rights of ·the com• 

1030) to submit 1;o -the Court of Claims .for adjudication the title ·of Ilion citizens of the country could ever •be practiced than those which 
William.McGar.rahan to the •mineral interest of .the .rancho "Panoche bu;ve :been practiced upon them. And when !therefore the committee 
Grande " in the State of ~California, and :for other purposes. came ·to the conclusions they did nn -the general propositions of ·thei1 

The PRESIDENTprotempore. TheSenatorfrom NewYork is ·enti- attitude there in ·this home of theirs and rinltha-exercise of .rights ·not 
fled to the fl.oor .on the pending business (which was informally laid denied .or to he denied to any citizen of the United States and wheJl 
aside) if be desires to proceed. out of:political transactions, political excitements, local infl~mmations 

'Mr. TELLER. 1 will -not call-this biil-up.now if ihe Senator from ·this strat!ge eonse.q u.ence had ·been visited upon the mere exercise ol 
New York desires to go on. suffrage~ :the ~om~ittee were .:pre:pared to look with interest upon the 

CONGRESSIONAL ELECTIONS. further mvestigation .that was to show wh~t 'there was in'tbe;;e 'Circum .. 
The PRESIDENTdJ1'0 tempore. The 'Senate .resumes the .considera- -stances -of·the election and in :this-antagonismlbetween ·political partie-s 

tion of the unfinished business, being the resolution.feported from the and the ·ordinary efforts of .candidates and of ·parties that .could have 
Com~ittee on Privileges and Elections in relation to Congressional pr~dnced -out '<>f -wha~ upon the face of t~ings ·should .be a verfectly 
elections. The Senator from.New York .[Mr. EV.A!RTSJ is entitled to qmet and lawful exerCise ofthe-suffrage thiS extraordinary .result. 
the floor. It was quite important, •though not wholly •necessary, -that at the 

Mr. EVARTS. Mr. President, the 'Committee ·on Privileges ·and ontset·of onr.-examination, as we shall submit itto the Senate, and I 
El-ections were put in charge of an inquiry into transactions in Wash- · shall hope to point out in its outlines and princi;pal features, we should 
ington County, Texas. These transactions had .to ~do with the election see whether-there was any just ground ·upon which •the evidence sub~ 
of 1886, which was in _part a municipal election covering an .important mitted to us wonld!present these aggrieved -su:fferem in any attitude -of 
n.umnm: of ·offices ~nd embracing many ca~didates, .a Jarge list upon disfavor or discredit with their neighbors and their friends in the or~ 
mtber s1de. There was also at the same time an election ,for a mem- -dinary conduclof citizenship and in the probity· of life. We could not 
ber of Congress in the Congressional district ,of ·which Washington find, an~ we have so reported, fhat ;these citizens can 'be accused of any 
County formed a .part. 'There was .no particular excitement in the can- su~ ·nnscond ~ct as should place them or did place them out of the 
vass or prepar~tion f?r the election that I am aware of, as appeared be- ! ordinarrrelahons that belong to the peaceful -and quiet citizen. 
foi·e the committee, m .respect of the election of ,a Congressman, but Whatever allowance might properly be made for-the acerbities and · 
there wa.s a very animatea canvass and a very wine-spread interest in , irritations;wbichhelong. topolitie.s-, ·w~atevermightproperlybeyielded 
the result of the"inunicipal election. As the e1ements of that contro· to-the adverse observatiOns and the different aspectsjn which tbe ·con
vers_y there .came to be a great disturbance at various polls held within duct ~f rtbese .citizens c<?uld ·be pl~ced, there was not, ·in our judgment, 
that county; and owing to this earnest conte.~t for place and :for pre- anythmgthat should d1sturb 'llS m onr treatment of this investigation 
dominance .of party, and from incidents that occurred in it, there came and the results that we should assign to it -that should at all vary this 
about following the election a proscription in the population there of transaction from being in .substance .and'effec.t . .an rinflammation -and 
certain .activeRepublicans who had taken a .part, a distinctive part, an 1 agitation in politics and with no other rightful basis for irritation or 
aggressive part, if you ·please, on the one side, as against a distinctive : .proscription towards these ·sufferers than that ;whieh belongs to this 
and aggressive ']>art 'taken -on the other ·side in disposing of the ·result excited ·canvass ·between ;parties situated as they were .and as l :Shall 
of the contest. • ·diSclose. 

By that proscription it was alleged that certain Republican citizens , With this view :taken of the ·situation of these citizens at bome we 
had been driven from their homes by violence and threats of violence alsl? were of the •opinion and are of the opinion from the test~ony 
by fear of their lives, and to the .sacrifice of their property of which which has been fully expanded before the committee and tboroughlv 
they were owners in 'that county, producing a fatal resulttotheirinter- and •earnestly canvassed ·by•cross-examination, and also by the light 
est~ ~otto be ·repaired. A v.-ry well conceived, a very clearly expres ed shed npon it by bitt~r a~d earnes.t polit~cal opponents, .some of the per
petitiOn from three of the victims of ·this pTo.scription was presented ·to sons tbemsel ves deeply ,mvolved m the mcnlpated conduct which it is 
the Senate, and I will introduce the situation by reading their own the purpose of the Senate to pass judgment upon-we think there bas 
statement :of ·t~e positions which they held in the community and been no other "aspersion of these.sufferers from proscription than such 
among therr-netghbors at the time of this election: as be!~ngs to the ·canvass, the excitements, ·the oppositions, and the 
. Your petitioner, Stephen A. ~ackworth, is a native-born citizen of said Wash- seventies of canvaes that attend elections. . 
mgton_ County, Texas; has resided a greater part of his life in said city of Bren- The t~t.imony ~ey gaye, -no.t very much of it depending wholl~ 
ham; IS no~ forty-seven years of age; is by occupation a dealer in rea1 estate· -upon tbmr own eVIdence, IS entitled, as we -submit 1;-o the Senate 1;o 
and from 1810 to 1882 held seyeral_ civ}l 'POsit~ions in said county; owned real es: the .sam. e <Cl'edit that we have .given to them, not everytbrn' J! ·.th"'t th' ey 
tate and pers~nal proper~ 1.n sa1.d mty of .Brenham to the value of $4 000 · was ~ .., 
comforta~Jy Situated, the-income from his 'busineSS securing an assured sup- ha!~ i:>ald -?Just be taken as ~Urate and as COmplet~, and that COunter~ 
port for htmself and family. vailmg evidence may not be r1ghtfully brought to•qruilify•or ..:reduce or 
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to :fill out the testimony given in behalf of these petitioners, but .that 
there is no discredit thrown upon the truthfulness of the statements of 
these petitioners. · 
: '.I;'he next situation that I neet;I to call attention to w~ll be the pqliti
cal situation before the election of 1886. Washington County, Texas, 
is'a county, as·I understand, largely occupied by timns and peopled 
by farmers. There is a very large proportion of white pop~lat!on ~here 
•. the Germans, who, so far as I can understand from the testimony, 
are good citizens, good farm·ers, and a good population in all the ordi-
nary sense of tpe make up of neighborhoods of this kind. ' 

The election of 1886 was for county officers, as I have said, and for a 
member of Congress. As between the two great political parties of the 

At the election in 1884, which was the critical period of contest for 
a continuance of power by the Republicans or the subversion of it, this 
occurred at Chapel Hill pre<?inct. I read from the report: · 

At that election the ballot-boxes then in the possession of thfi officers of elec-
tion, being colored men, were "raided"- · • 

Using a phrase that is familiar to all of nfl, nnhappily-
at3or 4 o'clockinthe morningafter the dayof electionbymaskedandarmed 
men. Three of these ·colored officers of election were shot, and one of them 
died of his wounds, but the other two recovered. 
. One of these men, by hiding with the ballot-boxes under the table, was able 

to escape, and the ballots were brought in and counted and ,returned. No ef
forts were made apparently to discover or punish the actors in this outrage and 
murder. 

county, Repul?lican and Democratic, the voters were divided ac~rd- In preparation for the election of 1886 the Chapel Hill district was 
i.pg to various estimates in about the prQportion of a Republican ma.- divided into three precincts, and . one of the pre~incts.was known as 

· jority of from 600 to 1,600 out of an aggregate vote of 5,600. As be- Chadwick's Gin. The polls were not ~pened at tl!.is precinct at all 
tween the voters of that county, the division between white and colored during the election of 1886, and the situation by which the opeirlng 9f 
voters was about 2,500 to 3,100 'of whites and about 2,500 to 2,800 of the polls was discou:raged or prevented can be most readily understood 
colored, thus producing a somewhat neai:lyequal division between the ~y reading a few words in our ~eport on that subject: 
'~h~ite and colo.~;ed ~opulation. There was a large element of German There was also a large attendance of colored voters ready and desirous io 
Cltlzens and voters lll that county, namely 1, 900, 1, 600 of whom were . vote the Republican ticket. Mr. J. 1\I. Nicholson, a white man and a Democrat 
RepubHcans, and it is estimated that on a full count of white voters and enlit1ted in the success of the "Peopl~s ticket"- ' 
alone the Republicans outnumbered the Democrats by a majority of 300 Which was the form given ~the opposition to . the R~pnblican 
at least, and probably by 500 or more. ticket- · 

The plan upon which this' report has been made is to append to such 
proposi~ions of fact as I have stated wherever they may occur in these 
election the testimony, intending to present as reasonably as may be 
the· opposite ·estimates and views of every point considered. · Of course 
in a great body of testimony like this, testimony which began in Feb
ruary, 1887, and was not closed until March, 1888, testimony of some 
700 pages with the prolixity, and the necessary prolixity, of direct ex
aminations-and cross-examinations of a multitude of witnesses, I think 
sixty or more having been examined, it is not easy either to be sure 
that yon select adequately to show the situation that the testimony 
should present nor to be quite secure that yon can ma,ke it impartial, 
but the fairest way, as the committee thought, was, while st.ating dis
tinctly their conclusions upon any point of fact or of the elem·ents of 
controversy, to take such extracts as could be conveniently grouped from 
whatever part of the testimony the evidence was to be drown, grouped 
under these heads. It was a work of considerable labor, and I hope 
that an examination by the Senate, if they shall read the evidence ad
duced in the report and then carry their investigation further by read
ing the body~ of the testimony, will show that this has been sriceess
fully, as it has been very seriously, undertaken by the committee. 

Beside.S this testimony there comes to be added a t·ecord of a trial that 
was held in Texas involving an investigation into the transactions of 
this disturbed election, which took place at the August term of the 
United States court in 1887. The indictment and the result of the 
jury's deliberations in their verdict and the full record of the steno
graphic report of the evidence taken are appended to the volume of 
the testimony proper taken by our committee. 

Mr. GEORGE. The entire testimony in the case? 
Mr. EVARTS. The full record. This record was brought also to 

the notice of the committee and was exposed to the examination of 
some part of the important witnesses after thl;\t trial had been con
cluded, and therefore in our testimony as we have recorded it and pre
sented it as the basis for our conclusions, we have not hesitated to em
body from this record as well as from our own testimony what from 
authentic assurance bears upon particular points. 

That being the situation of the political divisions between the two 
classes of population depending upon color, I will ask attention as 
briefly as may be to the particular transactions themselves at each of 
the polls where encroachment upon the suffrage and the rights of voters 
was practiced, and to the incidents, not necessary to that, but the in
cidents that did grow out of these disturbances, incidents of the most 
excited nature, which of course tended to aggravate, on all sides if you 
please, the severity of the antagonisms that were provoked by the mere 
innovations upon the suffrage if no such great injuries had folfowed to 
life. 

This county has I do not know how many precincts, but at four 
precincts independent and not connected there were great interferences 
with the suffrage, and I will begin with that at the polls in Chapel 
Hill district. But in order here to understand fully the transaction 
of the election of 1886 it is necessary to look back upon the election of 
1884. At the election in 1884, which was of the same nature, that is, 
for county officers and for a member of Congress, disturbances had arisen 
at the polls held there and the remembrance on all sides of those occur
rences had a direct bearing upon the fate of the election in 1886. 

The Republican party in this county ofWasbington had been in pos
session of local power sn bstantially since the close of the war until1884, 
when a very v1gorous effort was made on the part of the opponents of 
the Republican party there and of the administrators of affairs that had 
thus been committed to them to substitute a new set of officers and 
give supremacy to the opposite party. That effort, that canvass, that 
conflict ended in the success of the opponents of the Republican party 
and placed in power from tha.t time onward to 1886 representatives of 
the opponents of the Republican party. · 

attended with proper papers and stated his readiness to open the polls if a nec
essary number of competent men to conduct the 'election would volunteer. He 
declined to serve in the number, assigning as an excuse that be was sufferin~ 
from neuralgia. The voters staid about the polls through the day in the hope 
of being able to vote. Mr. Nicholson staid there himself through the day. 

His statements are that there were not enough men, black and white, com
petent in intelligence and ability to read and write, to make up the necessnr;)• 
number. The colored men declined to undertake it. Thereweresundrvwhite 
men attending there armed. Some colored men had been advised not 'to take 
part in the election. Others showed an unwillingness to undertake the con
duct of the election unless some white men were in the board. 

Apparently-
The committee say-
Apparently the occurrences at the last election were understood by all, and 

it seems to the committee that there would have been no difficulty in organiz
ing a competent board if the white men had wished it organized and had been 
wi11ing to share in that duty, but that the colored men were afraid to. expose 
themselves to the periJs of the service if unsupported by the participation of 
while nien. The failure to hold the polls at this precin9t, the committee thinks, 
is chargeable to the leaders of the opposition ticket and in that interest, with 
the motive to discourage and suppress the Republican vote there, and to the 
colored Republican voters being unwilling to expose themselves to the fate 
which was visited upon the colored judges of the election at Chapel Hill in 
1884. A few extracts from the testimony are cited to this point. 

Passages are cited from the evidence that bring us to that conclusion. 
This was a strong Republican· precinct, and the vote therefore by what
ever degree of oppression or inquiry it may have been attended, the 
refusal to open the polls or their not being opened of course excluded 
the apparent and expected majority of the Republican ticket. 

The next district that we have occasion to consider is that of Lott's 
Store. 

This was a strong Republican precinct. The election was quiet and not inter
fered with. The votes cast for the Republicans were 106, those for the opposi
tion were 33. The latter were all wWte and Democratic, and the former all~
publican. The clerk of the election, a Democrat, after t.he count, started wtth 
a companion to take the ballot and the tally-sheets to Brenham, to make tho 
return there in accordance with his duty. This was on the day after the elec
tion, and as they were nearing Brenham, after dark, three armed and masked 
men stopped the carriage and demanded, under threats to fire, the surrender of 
the ballot-box ·and the tally-sheets. The clerk refused to hand over the ballot
box and the armed men took it from the carriage. They then required the de
livery of U1e tally-sheets and the clerk a-ave them up. The clerk reported this 
transaction to the county clerk and the judge, both of whom were on the oppo
sition, Lewis and Kirk,-but nothing· was done about it, and the vote at Lott's 
Store was thus suppressed. 

The clerk of the election, Mr. Spann, who it is, I believe, stated was 
a Democrat, gives his own statement upon that point. 

Mr. GEORGE. What election was that? 
:Mr. EVARTS. Except in the :first preliminary instance it was all in 

1886. That was all suppressed. 
Then the polls at Graball's, another precinct, need attention. 
This was a strong Republican precinct, and the colored people were there some 

five to one of the whites. The election proceeded quietly, and while the count 
was going on, and it had been ascertained that the votes cast were 347 and they 
had counted and strung all the votes but 96, wWch were still in the ballot-box, 
three armed and masked men entered the room, called the judges to "hold up_:• 
and at the point of the pistol seized the ballot-box, the string of votes, and one 
of the tally-sheets. The ballot-box they carried away, and while still in the 
room they tore up the votes and the tally·sheet they seized. The tally-sheet 
which one of the judges had retained was carried to Brenham and delivered to 
the county judge, Lafayette Kirk. There is some indistinctness, from conflic~ 
Rnd obscurity in the testimony, as to the exact state of the polls. 

The committee, however, thinks that there was a. majority of something liko 
100 for the straight Republican ticket among the votes strung, and that all bal
lots remaining in the box were Republican. Not long before the "raid" upon 
the ballot-box, a prominent Democrat had entered the room and confen-ed with 
one of the Democratic judges. and read a note to him and left it with him, the 
contents of which the committee was not able to ascertain. The manner in 
which the seizure of the votes and the ballot-box was made is shown in the 
testimony. 

And the citations are given. 
I come now to the fourth vote, and that was _at Flew~llen's, and that 

transaction embraced in it a most lamentable occurrence without refer
ence to the question of the fatal result, and that was the slaying of 
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young Bolton, and as briefly as possible the committee have set forth 
that occurrence, and I will read it from the report: · 

At about 12m. of election day Kirk, who was a candidate for county judge on 
the People's ticket, sent a telegram from Brenham to D. D. Bolton at Courtney, 
near GrabaU's, who was on the same ticket as county commissioner, in these 
words: 

"Things here look doubtful. Do your work." · 
There had been an agreement the day befQI'e for the conveyance of informa

tion as to the look of the votinJr, D. D. Bolton received this message at dusk 
and showed it to his son Dewees Bolton, and on starting for his home, not dis
tant, directed his son to come with him, and he did so. GrabaU's is 4t miles 
from Flewellen's. The latter polls was a strong Republican and colored voting
place. 

The election was quietly conducted and the officers were engaged in counting 
the votes when Kirk came in, inquired how the votes were running, looked at 
the tally-list, which had been counted up to 69 out of about 159 votes, and look
ing over the tally-sheet on the table, called out, "Jimmie·Hewitt43,andCharlie 
Herbst 19.'' These were Hewitt, colored, Republican, and Herbst, Democrat, op
posing candidates for district clerk. Kirk called the presiding judge, white and 
Democrat, Robinson, out of the room, and after a few minutes Robinson re· 
turned alone. They went on with the count and in about half an houroa knock
ing was heard upon a closed door, and upon its being repeated, an answer was 
made from the room, "Come in." The door was opened from without, whether 
by force or not seems uncertain, and three men,armed and disguised, presented 
their pistols aud some or one of them called out, "Hold up" or ''Hands up," 
and demanded the ballot-box. . · 

The foremost man in entering turned out to oo young Bolton. There were 
several colored men in the room, unarmed and peaceable ; but one of them, 
Polk Hill, passed out of the room, through a. door opposite that at which the en
trance was asked, into a gallery where there were some shotguns. Instantly 
upon the demand of the ballot-box at the point of the pistol, a. shotgun was 
fired from the gallery through the partly open door and young Bolton fell dead 
across the threshold, his pistol falling at his feet. He was disguised in a yellow 
waterproof, called a "slicker," l'overing his body, and a white handkerchief 
coverjng the face below the eyes, knotted behind his neck. All in the room fled 
at once in dismay, and the dead man was left alone, uncared for, as he lay, all 
night, the lamp burning brightly. 

'l'owards morning P1·esiding Judge Robinson persuaded an aged colored man, 
his neighbor, Alfred .Jones, to letlo\"e the sick-bed of his wife and go with him. to 
the scene of the homicide on the plea that he was afraid to go alone. This man 
had no knowledge of the bloody occurrence until informed of it . by Robinson, 
but their visit to the dead body, which had been untouched, the inspection of 
the corpus delicti, and observation of the scene of the transadion, cost him his 
life. This made him a witness of the disguise, and the murderous weapon of 
Bolton, and the manner of his fall. When afterwards an attempt was to be made 
to make .out Bolton an unarmed and undisguised and innocent and peaceful 
visitor to the polling place, and slain by unprovoked violence of the colored 
men, Alfred was arrested, put in jail, and hung, upon no conceivable incentiye 
but to make way with his testimony. 

The ballot-box was emptied, the ballots scattered a. bout the floor, and were not 
counted in the election. . 

The following extracts from the testimony exhibit in bold features the bloody 
catastrophe at Flewellen's. 

Lamentable as was this transaction, there followed a greater loss and 
certainly a more deliberate taking of life as a consequence of this bloody 
occurrence at the polls. After the election Jndge Kirk, who was the 
conn ty judge elected in 1884 and a candidate for re-election and re-elected 
in this unfortunate election, issued this committal: 
The State of Texas to the sheriff or any constable of Harris County, greeting: 

You are hereby commanded that you take into custody, and commit to the 
jail of your county, Steve Jackson, Alfred Jones, Ephraim Jones, Shad Felder, 
.John Glass, William Davis, Phelix K.inlow, Andy Hays, charged with murder, 
and there safely keep to appear at the next term of our county court, to be held 
at Brenham on the 19th day of November, 1886, unless he gives good and suf
ficient bond in the sum of $500. 

Given under my hand officially this 9th day of November, A. D.l886. 
[sEAL] LAFAYETTE KIRK, 

Issued 9th November, 1886. 
County J'lfdge, W. Co. 

This commitment included five colored men. The only ground of 
committal at all was that a.C)Signed in this commitment, and that was 
murder; but by the laws of Texas, as we were advised and is almost 
apparent without an inquiry, a commitment for murder upon a mere 
suretyship of $500 is foreign to our system of jurisprudence, and the 
committee must look at this as a comprehension in this form of law of 
these unfortunate colored men that they might be there kept and dealt 
with as might be' conceived in the future. There they were, at any 
rate, shut up uuder a commitment which I am told-though of course 
subject to correction, if! shall hearitfrom the Senators from that State
a commitment that on its face was not lawful, as it was a commitment 
only on conditions of suretyship of $500, the law being that there can 
be no bail for murder without examination. That is on commitment, 
and never after that except on examination. 

Upon some demonstration or indication that an attack would oo made on the 
jail, these prisoners were sent to Houston and there held in jail. While there 
the prisoners were visited by their counsel, Mr. F. D. Jodon, who there pre
pared the papers to take them out of jail by habeas corpus. With Mr. Jodon 
was associated Mr. C. R. Breedlove, a prominent laWYer and citizen of Bren
ham, a Democrat, and they had been retained professionally and fees paid them 
by the friends of the prisoners. 

The papers are according to the forms and one of them is set forth 
which is adequate for understanding the real situation. 

On the 18th or 19th of November these prisoners, without any application to 
tha;t end, as fa~ as appears, a.~d ~r these papers were ready for their presen
tatiOn to the JUdge of the d1str1ct of Houston, but before their presentation 
wer~ sent back to Brenham and lodged in jail. This transfer required"the prep: 
a_rat10n of a ne'Y ~et of P,a:pers. On the 2d of December, about midnight or a 
h.ttle 1!!-ter, the Jall was VISited by an armed and masked company, some six or 
e1ght 1n number. The guards were awake and away from the jail and in the 
adjacent court-house, up stairs sitting by the stove. The town constable on 
watch that night was upstairs with these guards, and upon hearing the noise and 
looking from their windows the three men started to go down the street. They 
were covered by the guns of some of the assailants of the ·jail and ordered to 
" keep quiet" and they would not be hurt, and they returned to the room and 

remained there to look out upon the removal of three prisoners from the jail 
by this company of armed and masked men. 

These midnight visitors were admitted by the jailer, they informing him that 
they had a prisoner for the jail. The jailer, who seems to have had the keys of 
the cells in his hands, laid them down by the lamp which he deposited on a 
table in full sight. The armed men entering forced the jailer behind the opened 
door, threw a waterproof over his head, and two men held guard over him. 
'!'he demand of the keys from the jailer was superseded by their observing the 
keys in sight. 

Some of the party opened the cells of the eight colored men, ascertained from 
them their respective names, selected from them Alfred .Jones, Ephraim ( callea 
also Stuart) .Jones, and Shad Felder, and leaving the other five locked in their 
cells, took these three from the jail. They marched their pinioned captives be· 
fore them out through the streets of the town, where they were joined by a. 
mounted armed escort, spoken of variously as from twenty-five to seventy-five. 
The cavalcade conducted their captives along the public road to a point about 
a mile from Brenham. Here these colored men were hung "on a pecan tree," 
and there left until they were cut down the next morning by citizens who had 
come from the town. 

The dead bodies were taken to the jail, when, in the language of the local 
paper, the Brenham Banner, "new drawers, undershirts, and nice shrouds were 
purchased and good coffins procured, and the bodies prepa1·ed for burial, after 
which they were turned over to their friends and relatives, who took them to 
their homes near Flewellen's for burial." 

A coroner's inquest was held, evidence heard, and the conclusion reached 
was-

" We, the jury, find that A . .Jones, E. Jones, and S. Felder came to death by 
being hanged by parties to us unknown." 

It does not appear to the committee that any participation, cert-ainly any guilty 
complicity, in the death of Bolton was imputed by any one to either of these 
murdered men. The selection for execut.ion, from among the eight imprisoned, 
was careful, deliberate, and systematic. The other five were immediately set 
at large on merely formal bonds of $500 each. Polk Hill, then and now incus
tody, was the only person suspected or accused of being the actor in the homi
cide. 

I have spoken already of the illegality of the commitment, and there 
was no other charge against these men except the charge of murder. -

The committee is, therefore, upon all the evidence, of the opinion that these 
murders were each committed upon the motive and in the interest of the policy 
and purpose that had countenanced and caused the "raids" on the ballot-boxes 
at that election. The sacrifice of these worthy and blameless lives was demanded 
for the suppression of their evidence, which would have demonstrated the death 
of Bolton as befalling him in the act of a preconcerted attack upon the ballot
boxatFlewellen's to defeat the election of the Republican ticket. The committee 
can not find any escape from this conclusion upon the whole body and weight 
of the testimony. 

Then extracts, to a considerable extent, are given. 
IIi our conduct of this. examination we gave the largest and the most 

liberal system of inquiries that was asked for on either side. We de
sired that these shoUld be as full and as honest and as adequate upon 
all; not these mere distinct and ·evident facts that would be included 
within a narrow compass, bnt all that should fairly enter, upon the 
demand of either side, into all the occurrences and circumstanCes, states 
of feeling, rumors, conditions of solicitude or fear that could bear rea
sonably or at all upon any explanation; we- will not say justification, 
for perhaps no one would claim any such justification, but such like 
aspect that would relieve the occurrences from thenaturaljudgment in 
the conduct of men on the-part of all honest, peace-loving people. 

One of the first lines of this inquiry was to see whether any efforts . 
to punish the raids perpetrated upon the ballot-box, or to 'discover or 
punish the murders of colored men had taken place. Onr conclusions 
are set. forth very definitely that we can not find that there was any 
such course or any such action. There· was a coroner's jury, and the 
verdict was as I have stated it. But if Senators will examine the body 
of the testimony they will find that there was a prevalent fear under 
caution of self-protection that pervaded the weaker portion of the com
munity, the colored ra.ce, and a very strong enlistment on the part of 
the managers, and leaders; and body, if you please, of the white or
ganization in politics and in spciety, that should leave it as bare as possi
ble from anything like exaggeration of wrong on the part of the per
petrators of these injuries, and no tone that we could discover of pub
lic opinion or of even a very limited cohesion on the part of citizens of 
this neighborhood towards discovering andpunishingthese heinous of
fenses: 

The evidence is spread ont, and we regarded it as not an unimpor
tant matter. Of course, when we confine ourselves to the mere corpus 
delicti, the criminal assassination as a matter of indictment and pun
ishment, these extraneous examinations have no efficacy in law or in 
logic; but they may bear upon the heinousness of the offense and the 
degree of punishment with which a guilty person should be visited. 

But that was not the inquiry here. The inquiry was not what it 
would have been before a grand jury looking only to the indictment 
of any of the discovered perpetrators of this hanging of the colored men 
or of the transaction on the side of Bolton. Really the very subject
matter of onr inquiry was that these proscribed and exiled petitioners 
were themselves made the victims of this incitement and inflamma
tion and violence on the part of that community. 

I do not think that any one who reads the whole body of the testi
mony can hesitate to think that there is no evidence to them, as there 
has been, as we say, no evidence to us, that can disturb or vary the con
clusion that the community did not arouse themselves to any resent
ment whatever over this infliction upon the black men, nor in any 
punishment of the violence and injuries to the sufferers. There did 
occur, after our examination was well under way, a criminal prosecu
tion in the ·courts of the United States, which I am glad to think and 
glad to say was earnestly and honestly conducted by the United States 
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nttorney of the di. trict within which the cognizance of these crimes , 
felL and the judge was firm. 

Mr. HOAR. WiU the Senator state what was the charge, the issue 
in that criminal prosecution'? 

Mr. EVARTS. ....:;enators will see that the only jurisdiction of ·the 
United States court was under our provisions protecting the suffrage · 
and punishing violation of it to a certain extent, partaking substan
tially only of the nature of conspiracies, and the indictment pursued 
the lines entirely ot an interference with the polls. Of course, the crime 
of the hanging of the black men was a- crime under the laws -of Texas 
not under the laws of the United States. There was no possibility of 
pursuing to punishment :my of the gnilty perpetrators if they could 
have been found and if the evidence could be brought against them. 

This indictment is not copied in the report, but is found in the body 
of the record, at pages 646 and on. There were three counts, but all 
pursuing this same line. The persons accnsed upon each of these counts 
included Mr. Kirk and various others, eight or ten, and the result ot 
the trial was: 

We, the jury, find as follows: 
On the first count in the indictment we can not agree. 
On the second <!ount in the indictment we find the defendants Lafayette Kirk, 

Bayli s Wisenant, Joda. Route, Joe Tolan, and Will Crawford not guilty; and 
as to the defendanlis Milton ~ly and John Crawford we <!Rn not agree. 

On the third count in the indictment we <!Rn not agree. 

The result of that prosecution, however honestly .conducted and faith
fully, as I understand it to have been~ by the United States attorney 
and by the judge in the conduct of the trial, as belonged to him as a 
judge, was wholly ineffectual. 

:Mr. COKE. I will state to the Senator, if he will permit me, that 
I understood that afterwards those parties were tried again and ac
quitted. 

Mr. EVARTS. That was the situation of this trial, and then a sec
ond trial was had -considerably later, I !imagine. 

Mr. COKE. Yes, sir. 
:Mr. EVARTS. The result of which was that there was no convic

tion and all were acquitted. So that is a very good illustration of the 
very imperfect condition of our protective legislation affecting the suf
frage under the Federal right'3 and powers under the Constitution. 
Th~refore what we must consider in our conclusion, so far as it goe.s, it 
seems to us borne out, that when the actual transactions were of the 
very distinct nature I have stated-! now refer wholly to the violence 
to the polls, the ballot-box, etc.-for some reason or other under the 
indictment for conspiracy against the suffrage, the ballot-box, etc., the 
prosecutions were wholly fruitless. 

Another subject of interest was one to which we gave the largest lib
erty, although we regarded it a remote conaideration as really bearing 
upon the very transactions themselves, which had for their principal 
substance and results the exile of these petitioners. Yet it was allowed, 
and that is what was proved under the head of the "conduct of county 
affairs by the Republican party prior to the election of 1884.'' There 
is a good deal of evidence bearing upon this topic, and the important 
parts, as I think, are cited here. 

rl'he effort was made to show, and certainly was not at all curtailed 
<>r embarrassed by the committee in the freedom of its allowance in 
showing, that this Republican administration of affairs in this commu
nity, in this local government, bad been a corrupt, an incompetent, an 
unsatisfactory, a harmful and pernici~us conduct of power which had 
excited and aroused resentments that would color and infu._qe into the 
canvass elements that were not of this division of parties proper or di
vision between the distinctions of color. 

It appeared that the conduct of affairs was from the disordered state 
of things immediately following the war, and was continued in the 
same bands, not always the same officers, until 1884; and it was said 
that the situation and the record of"that administration of affairs j us
tified and led to a subversion of Republican control there, which might 
have been a very good reason for accomplishing those results by the 
ordinary means which excite opinions and influencecouduct through the 
peaceful methods of the suffrage. But we do not find that there was 
any such extravagance of mi ·conduct or incompetency or corruption in 
the management of affairs there as is impnted. It wa.o;., I think, not 
until1875 or 1876 that the laws of Texas allowed land to be sold for 
taxes. There was an interval of some yeaTS, I think, up tn that time, 
which would cn.rry us ten years after the close of the war. The people 
were all poor from the war, and the resource for the conduct of public 
affairs was not very ample, especially if there was no sanction permitted 
to the sale of property for taxes, and most of the property was real 
estate there. But they rubbed along as well as they might. The 
public securities were down at one time as low as 20 or 30, and it had 
worked out prior to 18 4 until this scrip was up to, a.o; !Some say, from 
80 to 85, and others say from 85 tro 90. So yon will perceive that, so 
far as that conduct of affairs was concerned, not hing could be said 
in the way <Jf plunder or <Jf spoliation that had shown that these par
ties were going from worse to worse. It is shown also that public im
provements had taken place and been paid for <>ut ol the imperfect re
sources of t hat community. 

Then it was said that there had been peculations and embezzlements; 
but after all it was reduced, as I think, to this, that there were only two 

persons who were treally brought to responsible charge for these accu- . 
sations, twoofthem beingunderindietments, the r > ultofone()fwhich 
was the acquittal of the accused, and of the other, jf I am right about 
it, a nolle prosequi. So an ag!,re~ntion <Jr accuwnlatlon or mass of 
misconduct tbat would -carry a community out of the methods, and 
powerful methods, which belong to peaceful discussions of such subjects 
does not seem upon this evidence to have f()und any place that would 
1ustify any exasperation of feeling. 

Then there was a point made, and a feeling to some ex tent prevailed 
perhaps. though it was searched pretty thoroughly and not found to 
be Yery substant ial, tbat as an attendant or in concurrence with this 
imprisomnentof black men and their execution the public there were 
in a state of ararm or of terror against an expectation or a fear that 
in some pa-rts of that country an insurrection or violent combinations 
on the part of colored men might invade the peace and expose the lives 
of that community. To that also very thorough examination was 
given. with everything that belonged to rumors and fears and facts. 
We are not wrong in concluding that -as a matter of fact there never 
was such a.n element of movement and of- purpose or combination on 
the part of the colored people. 

Then the question was, how much fear -there was of that; and fear 
might take the place of fact, of course, in affecting judgment. It was 
very difficult for us to come to a conclusion that there was any real 
fear on the part of the people in Brenham orin the suburbs of Brenham 
which really showed that they were arrayed for themselves .and for 
their color against any such oombinations. But this evidence is very 
fully shown in the report of the committee, and from the di:fferen t as
pects which Sena.tors bring to such matters, in regard to whibh, of 
course, there are those more conversant than I am with the condition 
of Southern feeling and of Southern fears in this neighborhood, or in 
any populations where there is a nearly equal division between the 
blacks and whites; they are better able to judge perhaps than I am as 
to whether vagueness and nnsu bstantial fears really may have prevailed 
np~n a state of facts and a condition of rumor such as is disclosed here. 

-Then there was 11nother ground by which the excitement and re
sentful heat of popular movements against this Republican ticket and 
these Republican canvassers and leaders and public speakers sought to 
be justified, by connecting them with having made at the canvass pre
limina-ry to the eiection, at different gatherings: speeches which would 
in brief ·and in a somewhat summary way embraee what were called 
incendiary speeches. That was probed to the bottom, we think; first, 
as to what the speeebes were; secondly, how mneh the people who 
testified about them knew what they were; and third, as to what in
cendiary speech meant by those people who on the proof of such facta 
or such utterances could be thus -embraced in a chP.rge of incendiary 
speeches. The committee dispose of that matter in this way: 

Some color was sought to be given to the excitement in Wruiliington County 
which followed the election by assigning as a contributory cause of the excesses 
which marked the election and its seqnel the making of what were stigmatized 
as incendiary speeches at Republican meetings or at political gatherings of col• 
ored voters. 

The committee allowed a. wide mnge in the testimony in support and in ref
utation of these accusations. [t seemed but fair that every opportunity should 
be given to present the canvass, as bearing upon this point. as accurately and 
intelligently as possible. The exploration of this subject has, the committee 
thinks, d .emonstrated that the accusations themselves were vague and mere 
hearsay; that tbe imputations, when reduced to any definite expressions, came 
to nothing more serious than the ordinary methods of political argument and 
persuasion; that the infusion into these arguments of any race prejudices or 
preferences in the canvass did not transcend the legitimate and natural scope 
-of party zeal for <!Rndidates, and that any stimulant to passion and disorder was 
entirely absent from the canvass. As to any combination or incentive to ac
COJUp lish any resullis by violence, the Republican speakers and the cotored as
semblages were entirely exonera.ted by the testimony from any such charges. 
A perusal of the following extracts from the testimony will, the committee sub
m~t, extinguish any impression that •• incendiary speeches" entered into the 
canvass, and will justify its conclusion that no substantial or reasonable sup
port for such imputations ever had any basis in fact. 

What the witnesses very largely adduced. perhaps as largely as from 
any one, Lafayette Kirk, the Democmtic judge, a political leader 
down there, enters into the substance of our evidence. The subject is 
an interesting one no doubt. It was properly inquired into, and en
ables perhaps all who shall care to examine int.o the general situation 
of political controversies in communities that are under the operation 
of a nearly equally divided popnla.tion between the colored and the 
white, and the methods, disturbances, and consequences of irre~nlar 
intrusion into what should be everywhere a peaceful exercise of the 
suffrage. 

Mr. President, the conclusion to which the committee have come 
will, I hope, be conceived by all Senators who shall examine t~e con
clusion, and will receive from them the approval of not extendrng be
yond the absolute necessary conclusions from the evidence which we 
have presented. Nor have we undertaken to go into censorship of com
munities, or their natural or at least habitual prejudices or feelings
if they are to be called prejudices. On the very grave subject of which 
this transaction forms but an instance tbe conclllSions are the e: 

The committee has extended its examination into the political transactions 
in Washington County over the widest range asked for either by the petiaoners 
or by the incnlpated parties. U has embraced in its inquiries every topic bear
ing upon the state of feeling prevalc>nt in any portion of that population, or en• 
·tering into the rivalries and competitions which animated the political contest 
.out of whi-ch arose these outrages upon thP freedom of election, upon the peace 
and order of society, upon the persona.! safety and immunities in their hom€:4 
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of the brave and unflinching defenders, against whatever odds, of the essential 
and unh·ersal principles of constitutional, legal, and individual liberty which 
are the common right, all over the land, of citizens of the United States. 

This extensive survey a.nd patient investigation the committee has thought 
justified by its conviction that the actual case presented not unfairly the feat
ures that illustrate the political disorders which afflict portions of our country 
where the population is a tall nearly divided between white and colored citizeru!. 
These disorders do not alone disturb and threaten the good fame and security 
of the neighborhoods where they occur, nor of the States within whose borders 
these disastrous mischiefs pass unchecked, unredressed, and uncondemned. 
They tend to weaken and set back the sincere desire of the country at large to 
obliterate all distinctions, as between geographical or political divisions, in the 
prevalence of justice, peace, good-will, aud equality of right in discnssing and 
solving a.ll the problems which afi'ect the welfare of this great people. 

While, in the opinion of the committee, the state of feeling in these commu· 
nit.ies is not ripe to receive just and permanent impressions from investigations 
such as have been conducted by the Senate, it can not but expect considerable 
benefit in the country at large from a. dispassionate and responsible exhibition 
of the true and the prlncipaJ traits of this transaction. The moral, social, and 
political bearings of such a condition of things, as is displayed upon the evi· 
dence taken by the committee, upon the community in which it exists address 
themst>lves to the calm judgment of thoughtful and patriotic minds in these 
populations. Not les.<~ do they engage the earnest attention of the great body 
of the American people which are removed from the environment in which 
these occurrences take place. 

It can not be expected that these incidents, when looked at from opposite 
:points of view, will make the same impression or lead to the same conclusions 
In all parts of the country or upon aU political parties. But concurrence as to 
the facts is the first step and a great step towards a .:onciliation of views and 
an appreciation of the influences which obstruct aconcurrenceofjudgments. 
Besides, no greater element. for the formation of a sound public opinion can be 
suggested than that a wider and wider spread should be given to a knowledge 
of and an interest In the real nature of this and similar proceedings wherever 
they may occur. Brought into the light where "a thousand intelligen-ces may 
burn upon it," tha truth will surely force these evils and dangers, anywhere in 
this country, and their consequences, upon the conscience and the responsibility 
of the whole people. 

The statu.tes of the United St.ates have treated with circumspection and vigor 
the difficult province of regulating FederaJ elections where the constitutio11al 
rights of voters arc not. acceptable to the general sense and interests of the com
munities as the.)" understand them. These regulations, however, depend, like 
all other laws, for their efficacy upon the zeal, activity, intelligence, and per
sistency of their execution. With all these the executive department of the 
Government is wholly cho.rged under the Constitution. The selection and su
perviston of all subordinate officers throws upon the Chief Magistrate, the Presi
dent, the ,responsibility of seeing t.bat the whole weight of Government is 
to be thrown in the protection of the elective franchise, and the punishment of 
all violators of the laws that have been passed to guard it. Beyond this every 
just, every possible authority and influence that attend upon officia.J station 
should show themselves in every neighborhood as a. "terror to evil-doers and 
a praise to them that do well." .Many miscarriages, many shortcomings in 
reaching complete success in these efforts of the executive government may be 
look:.ed upon by the people of the country with an indulgent temper. But the 
ab'*lnoe of such efforts, or a languid prosecution· of them. will not long be toler
·ated by public opinion or left unvisited by p.oliticaJ condemnation, 

The committee recommends a careful revision of the laws, and con
cludes with the resolution which forms the subject of this debate as 
now on the Calendar of the Senate. 

Mr. President, there seemed to the committee-the.Pe certainly seemed 
to me when this matter was first introduced for exami.nation to the Sen
ate-that there could be no more propitious time for an investigation 
than that which was open tons when this petition was presented. It 
was as close as possible after the last election of 1886, itself not con
nected with the Federal election otherwise than in respect of the choice 
of a Congressman, and it was as far as possible from the election and 
-canvass for the great contest of the parties in the country at large in 
1888. 

It was not expected that so protracted an examination would at all 
be necessary, bn.t from time to time on each side there was a. demand 
for a larger inquiry and a reinvestigation, adducing witnesses to con
tradict or qualify what had proceeded from others, till when we really 
terminated QU.r actual production of testimony at the end of March, 
1888, it was thought then that it should be kept open during the sum
mer. No testrmony, however, was called subsequent tq that time. 

I can only properly here, and I hope not with any undue emphasis, 
call attention to the fact that while this examination was still open 
and unconclnded, one of the very important and valuable, not only wit
nesses, but valuable men, in the consent, I think, of all parties, Joe 
Hoftman~ as he is familiarly called, long an office-holder, a German of 
excellent character and conduct, .having the confidence, as I believe, of 
that community in all that relates to probity and propriety and duty 
of social and other obligations, fell a victim to an assassination. In 
that assassination was included another victim, a very important and, 
n.s I understand, excellent man of the Democratic party, Mr. Holt, 
known well, I take it, to the Senators from Texas, and well known, 
perhaps generally, in Democratic circles. This was an assassination, 
and a clear assassination. These two men were sitting together in front 
of a restaurant, and it was the beat of a canvass for the approaching 
election of lt>t>B. The same a~gravations, or zeal and interest, about 
the municipal affairs were then in progress, and were to culminate in 
an election. Out of t\le dark, at a safe distance, the discharge of two 
barrels of a hotgun killed both of these men. 

Mr. COKE. One Democrat and one Republican. 
Mr. EVARTS. I have stated that, One of them, Mr. Holt, it was 

supposed might survive and recover. Hoffmann was killed instantly. 
]}l.r. COKE. Holt died also. . 
Mr. EVARTS. Yes ; I know. It was expected that Holtmightre

cover, and at one turn of his wounds thece was, I believe, a confident 

' 

.opinion that he would recover, but by relapse or discouragement there 
was a disappointment of these hopes. and he died. 

It is impossible not to connect thau t.ransaction, under the light .of 
this evidence, as being a part of a continuous and protracted situation 
of this disturbance. Mr. Hoffmann, so far as our examination soowed, 
had not incurred any enmity or any ill opinion in -any quarter, but he 
was a leader in opposition to the ticket which was headed by Judge 
Lafayette Kirk, and it was a question of .restoration of power by the 
Republicans or continued power in-the same hands that held it. 

With' regard to Mr. Holt, although I think there is not any doubt 
that he was in all things wholly a Democrat, an important one, there 
is, I believe, an opinion on our part that Mr. Holt had purposed and 
had perhaps shown a purpose to take part against the powers that be 
in that coming election. I may be wrong about that, but that is our 
notion. 

Therefore, we have this unhappy result growing -out of violence un
checked, unpunished, unresisted, uncondemned, an easy occurrence two 
years atterwardsresulting in so deplorable and wholly inexens..'tble mur
der, for there were no such heats, or renconters or terrors or fears, vague or 
of any kind. It was, as it would appear, a result in execution of a sys
tematic purpose that a.t whatever cost the supremacy in local affairs 
should be maintained by the men and the adherents of them who then 
held tha.t power. 

I do not propose to allude to any other occurrences connected with elec
tions and with fatal disasters t_o life, but it opens the general question 
(and I earnestly submit to all Senators who shall discuss this matter 
further, as unque.:.-TI.onabJy they will and should) that this is a case in 
which there was a reasonable opportunity of getting a.t the facts; that 
the investigation has been conducted with as much intelligence and 
legal faculties as belong to the members of the committee who were in
tru..4edasasubcommittee with the taking of testimony, Senator EusTIS 
and Senator PUGH representing the minority, and Mr. SPOONER, Mr. 
TELLER, and myself the majority; and that the investigation has been 
patient. 'rhere bas been no important irritation in the conduct of it. 
Everything has been explored. Everybody has had an opportunity o-n 
either side, at whatever expense to the Government, 1or neither of us 
thought that that was an element which for a single instant should 
bear upon this investigation. 

If it-shall be held that the majority of the committee -and the major
ity of the subcommittee have not given as impartial and exact a view 
in general of this transaction as they should have done, it is to be re
gretted; but it is a regret not without a remedy, for the whole body of 
the testimony is here, and, so far as I can see, it embraces a general dis
cussion of what the disturbing influences .are that in these communi
ties draw a distinction between what individual transactions are open 
to the condemnation of everybody, and those violences against the suf
frage, violences that have attacked life, have sacrifi<:-ed life, and those 
violences that have proscribed aud driven away SQIIle citizens not open 
to -condemnation by law or by society upon any general opinions of 
condemnation. I do not know where ·else we can find a better scene 
of transaction -and a treatment of evidence that would enable us to 
better consider whether there is really in our affairs a great persistent 
power thal; is to suppress, overpower, and set aside the Government of 
the Constitution and the laws passed in pursuance of it, and the execu
tion of the law through officers and the administration of justice, for 
that at last must come to be the question. 

The relations of the Federal Government directly t_o elections in the 
States and the great authority the Stat-es have over those elections 
in regard .t;o the· absolute possession of the basis of the suffrage, except 
when controlled by the amendments -to the Censtitntion, are all under
stood; :tnd elections are to go on year by year, so long as any one can 
see, to the end of the cohesion of these States. We are one people. 
We are divided into States. We have one great opinion that prevails 
all over the United Stat-es on certain subjects, and tbe Constitution of 
the United States and its laws and the suffrage under them is one of 
those. There is no private or local public opinion accorded in any part 
of this country by either o-f those questions. All the States, all citi
zens, from Maine to Georgia and off to California, are parties, the same 
parties, of equal authority, of equal courage, and of equal duty. That 
public opinion which is the life-blood of our institutions everywhere is 
the public opinion that is behind the power and the duty of the Fed
eral Government, and there is no power or right t.o divide off and mo
nopolize freedom on that subject either in expression or in conclusion 
to one part of this .country. 

The magnitude of the value and of, as I hope, the perpetuity oflocal 
influence and local control over what belongs to local administration 
and State authority, I have no desire to disparage, either in Texas or in 
New York; but if it ever comes to· this, that as to which of these great 
areas of opinion shall control, if there shall be irreconcilable con
flicts between them, the end must be, as I submit, that the opinion of 
the whole country must finally settle that behind the law and behind 
the Constitution. Its prevalence, and the general and complete rights 
of society and of suffrage are~ be as clearly, as thoroughly, and I should 
hope, as quietly all over this country in one part as in another. 

1\Ir. President, I .shall not go into the large considerations while the 
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discussion !ests upon the exposure of the facts and the situation upon 
which the debate is to proceed. I ask that the report of the committee 
may be printed in the HECORD. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be so ordered, if there be no 
objection. 

The report is as follows: 
1\lr. EVARTS, from the Committee on Privileges and Elections, submitted the 

following report to accompany Senate resolutions of January 26, 1887, and Feb
ruary 28, 1~: 

The Committee on Privileges and Elections respectfully reports that it has 
inquired int.o the circumstances and events refened to in the resolutions of the 
Senate passed January 26, 1887, and presents to the Senate the testimony taken 
before the committee and the conclusions upon such testimony to which it has 
come. 

The resolutions referred to the committee are as folious: 
"RESOLUTIONS. 

"Whereas Stephen A. Hackworth, a native citizen of t,he United States and 
of the State of Texas; James L. 1\loore, a native of Alabama, and now for twenty 
years a citizen of Texas; and Carl Schutze, a. native of Germany, for thirty years 
a resident ofthe United States and now a. naturalized citizen thereof, have pre
sented their petition to the Senate, wherein they allege that they have been 
driven from their homes in \Vashington County, Texas, and compelled to aban
don their property at a great sacrifice, and that armed and lawless bands of ruf
fians ba ve taken possession of and destroyed certain ballot-boxes in said county 
at a. late elect.ion therein for county officers and member of Congress, and have 
murdered three citizens of said county, and overthrown republican government 
therein, and committed other outrages and crimes, all of which ha'\·e been done 
in order that the _majority or the voters therein may be deprived of their lawful 
and constitutional rights of suffrage, and that the minority may unlawfully 
usurp and exercise control in said county, and, t~at the constitute~ authorities 
of said county and State refuse all remedy for said outrages and crimes: 

"Be it resolved, That the Committee on Privileges and Elections be, and it is 
bereby, instructed to inquire into all the circumstances of, and connected with, 
the said alleged events, and that itreportassoonas may be; and that said com
mittee have power to send for persons and papers, to employ a stenographer, 
and to act by any subcommittee, and that any such subcommittee shall, for the 
purposes of such investigation, be a committee of the Senate to all intents and 
purposes. 

"Be it resolt'ed, That the necessary expenses of said committee in said investiga
tion be paid out of the appropriation for the miscellaneous items of the contin
gent fund of the Senate, upon vouchers to be approved by t.he chairman thei-e
of." 

The petition to Congress upon which the resolutions of the Senate were basecJ 
dates with perspicuity and conciseness the history of the transactions in Wash
ington County, 'l'exas, out of which tbe grievances of which the petitioners 
complain arose, and which constitute the public grounds upon which their ap
peal is made to Congress to investigate these transactions, and take such a<ltion 
as in its wisdom may seem appropriate to its jurisdiction and duty in the prem
ises. 

'l'he petition reads as follows: 
"PETITION. 

" To the Senate and House of Representa-tives of the United States: 
"Your petitioners, Stephen A. Hackworth, James L. 1\loore, and Carl Schutze, 

respectfully state-
"That t.heya.re citizens of Brenham, Washington County, Texas, buttha.tthey 

nre now refugees from their homes in consequence of political persecutions. 
"That they are law-abiding citizens and are not charged with the commission 

of any crime whatever against the laws of said State, and they possess the cop
fidence and esteem of all law-abiding citizens who know them. 

"That, having in vain appealed for pt·otection for their lives and property and 
for the security and property of their families to the local and State authorities 
of said county and State, they have now no other recourse except to appeal to 
you in the earnest hope that there may somewhere exist sufficient power to 
protect a. citizen of the United States in his own country. 

"Your petitioner, Stephen A. Hackworth, is a native-born citizen of said 
Washington County, Texas; has resided a :greater part of his life in said city 
of Brenham; is now forty-seven years of age; is by occupation a. dealer in real 
estate; and from 1870 to 1882 held several civil positions in said county; owned 
real estate and personal property in said city or Brenham to the value of Si, 000; 
was comfortably situated, the income from his business securing an assured 
support for himself and family. 

"Your petitioner, James L. 1\loore, is a. native of the State of Alabama, but 
has been a cilizen of said Washington County, Texas, since 1866; is now forty
five years of age, and by occupation a merchant; and from 1876 to 1882 held the 
office of district clerk, and from 1882 to 1884 held the office of sheriff of said 
county; owned real and personal property in said city of Brenham to the value 
of ~.ooo; was comfortably situated and earning a comfortable living for him
self and family. 

•• Your petitioner, Carl Schutze, was born in Germany, but was many years 
ago naturalized, and has resided in the United States during the past thirty years, 
and has been a citizen of said Washington County since 1871; is now thirty
five years of age and unmarried; is by profession a lawyer, and from 1877 to 
18SO held the office of district attorney of said county and State; was, until re
cently, editor of n. German Republican newspaper, published at the said city of 
Brenham, known as the Staats Zeitung; was comfortably situated, owning per
sonal property to the value of ~.000; the income from his profession and paper 
earning him a competent support. 

"Your petitione1·s are white citizens of the United States, and dared to believe 
and maintain the right to be Republicans in politics. 

"For this, their only crime, your petitioners are now exiles from their homes, 
having been compelled to leave under serious threats of assassination, and 
abandon their properly or accept for it such prices a.s were proffered them. 

"YoUI· petitioner, S. A. Hackworth, was obliged to sell his homestead forS1,150, 
being less than one-half its real value. 

"Your petitioner , James L. Moore, was obliged to sell his homestead for $2,000, 
~lng less thnn one-half its real value. 

"Your petitioner, Carl Schntze, was compelled to remove his paper to Gal
veston, Tex., thereby destroying its patronage and support, and preventing him 
from obtaining even one-tenth of its real value. 

"Your petitioners would furth<>r state that at an election held on the 2d 
day of NoYember last for the election of county and State officers and member 
of Congress from the Ninth Congressional district of Texas (of which said Con
gressional district said 'Vashington County forms a part) a. perfect reign of ter
rol' existed in said county. caused by armed bands of white ruffians, who. by 
violence and by the destruction ofballot-boxesatGra.ball, Flewellen's, and Lott's 
Store election precincts, prevented the free and fair expression of suffrage by 
the citizens of said county, whereby men in whose interest these crimes were 
committed were declared elected who were not in fact elected, and by the most 
shameless and unblushing frauds the election was made a farce. 

"That every effort made by your petitioners and by other peaceable, law
abiding citizens to obtain lawful and peaceable redress for wron&s, and security 

for their lives and property, by appeal to the local and State authorities of said 
county and State, hns been prevented by the wanton and cruel murder of im
portant witnesses, and by the further fact that a body of S tate troops, ostensibly 
ordered to said county by the State authorities to preserve law and order, in 
fact acted in open concert with the lawless men who had committed the election 
outrages, and were then actually engaged in terrorizing the county prepat·atory 
to the commission of other outrages, alter wards perpetrated by them. 

"Your petitioners further state that, since the said 2d day of November last, 
no protection has existed in said county for the lives and property of citizens 
who are Republicans in politics; that one-half or more of the white citizens of 
said county are Republicans in politics, and, together with the colored citizens 
who are Republicans have at least 2,000 majority votes over and above the citi
zens of said county who are Democrats in politics, and n.lso own more than one· 
half of the real estate and personal property of said county; tbat said citizens 
are peaceable and law-abiding, and have neYer resorted to unlawful acts or 
measures to secure political ascendancy or to redress their many gt·ievances; 
that if said citizens should collect in sufficient numbers to secure protection to 
the lives of proscribed Republicans, such an assemblage would be declared to 
be a. 'negro insurrection' by the civil authorities, and would furnish a. desir
able pretext to said civil authorities and their armed bands of ruffians to call for 
and obtain from the State authorities sufficient re-enforcement of State troops 
to suppress the so-called 'negro insurrection.' 

"Your petitioners further deelare that in pursuance of such repressive policy, 
and to prevent Republicans from securing their political rights and privileges 
in said county, Alfred Jones, Shadrach Felder, and Stewart Jon<>s, three colored 
Republicans, were arrested upon pretended and malicious charges of crime, 
and, while in the custody of the civilnuthorities of said county, were, on the 
2d day of December ultimo, surrendered by said civil authorities in to the hands 
of large numbers of armed and disguised men-known as Ku-Klux-who wan
tonly and <'ruelJy hung them to death; that this outrage was committed while 
the friends of these men were preparing to have their cases fully heard and in
vestigated by habeas cm·pus pro<'eeding;;, and the civil authorities of said county, 
together with their lending politi<'al friends, well knowing tliatreasonable and 
adequate evidence would be obtn.ined at such trial which would expose and 
make public their political crimes and outrages, ordered and instigated, as your 
petitioners verily believe, the death of said Alfred Jones, Shadracb Felder, and 
Stewart Jones; that John Ireland, governor of said State, has failed and re
fused to make any effort whatever to have arrested and brought to trial the 
lawless men who committed this outrage, although the factswerema.de known 
to him and he was earnestly requested to take prompt action therein. 
· "And your petitioners further declare that prompt action upon the part of the 

civil authorities of S:\id county and State, together with the earnest protest of 
Democrat-ic political leaders of said county and Stat<l, against the lawless acts 
of said bands of armed ruffians would have, a.t any time since the said 2d day 
of November last, restored the supremacy of law o,nd order and secured ample 
protection to the lives and property of all citizens of said county and State; but, 
as already stated, no effort or protest has been made by either the said civil au
thorities or the lca.dbg Democratic politicians to prevent the coilllllission of 
such crimes by ss.id lawless bands of armed ruffians. 

"And your petitioners further declare that there exists no republican govern
ment in said Washington County; that large numbers of citizens who are Re
publicans in politics have been terrorized and compelled to leave said county 
through open threats of murder and violence made by said lawless bands of 
armed ruffians, who are acting under orders of said civil authorities and lead
ing Democratic politicians of said county a. ad State; that the lives and property 
of other citizens of said county, who are unable and unwilling to leave said 
county, are now in great peril, and in their behalf your petitioners humbly and 
earnestly appeal to you for their relief and protection. 

"And your petitioners further declare that the commission of such crimes 
and outrages is resorted to in Qther sections of said State, to prevent citizens 
who are Republicans in politics from making organized efforts to secure repre
sentation in the local and State and Federal governments, and the dangers at
tending such organized efforts is so well known and understood that in many 
sections of said State Republicans have disbanded their political organizations 
and abandoned all hope of securing such representation. 

"And your petitioners further state that on the 4th day of December, ultimo, 
they were informed by a prominent member of the Democratic executive com
mittee of ss.idcounty,who was acting for, and in behalf, and with the full knowl
edge and consent of said Democratic executive committee and civil authorities, 
that if they would leave the country at once their lives would be spared, bnt if 
they refused to do so their lives would be sacrificed; and yourpet.itioners being 
without hope, worn out by persecutions, and at the complete mercy of armed 
ruffians who were then colleding and preparing to murder them, and well know
ing that their lives would be sacrificed unless they did not comply with the 
demands of the leading Democrats, had thus to abandon their homes and be
come exiles. 

"And your petitioner Stephen A. Hackworth was, on the 16th day of Decem
ber, ultimo, escorted to the Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe Railway depot at said 
city of Brenham by members of the Democratic executive committee of said 
county, also by a. number of friends who went with him to protect him from 
being murdered by armed bands of ruffians who had collected in said city of 
Brenham, on the 5th and 6th of December ultimo, for the purpose of murder
ing him if he refused to obey the demands of the said Democratic executive 
committee requiring him to leave said county, and as the train bore him away 
from the depot said lawless bands of armed ruffians rent the air with several 
prolonged and exultant yells of triumph. And your petitioner, S. A. Hack
worth, further states that no time was given him to remove his family from said 
city of Brenham; and knowing it to be unsafe for him to remain in Texas, he 
came to Washington, D. 0., where he is now temporarily, residing. 

"Your petitioner James L. Moore was permitted to remain until the 12th of 
December, ultimo, to enable him to dispo!e of his property, and on said date he, 
with his family, left Brenham for Los Angeles, Cal., where he and his family 
now reside. 

"Your petitioner Ca.rlSchutze was compelled to leave Brenham on said 6th 
of December ultimo, but returned to Brenham on the 13th of December ultimo, 
for the purpose of removing his paper, the Staats Zeitung, to Galveston, Tex., 
and on said 13th day of December was, while leaving the depot a.t Brenham for 
Galveston, attacked by armed ruffians, who fired two pistol shots, and also threw 
a heavy stone at him through the car window, but he escaped unhurt, and is 
now in Galveston, Tex. 

"And your petitioners further say that they are unable within the limits of 
this petition to state all the facts and set forth the long lists of cruel crimes com
mitted upon helpless citizens of said county because they dared to exercise 
their political rights as Republicans to obtain representation in the local, State, 
and Federal governments of the country; and your petitioners are prepared, 
and stand ready when called upon to do so, to establish by conclusive evidence 
the truth of all facts herein set forth and submitted. 

"And your petitioners hereby respectfully submit all matters herein stated 
and complained of to your honorable body for your careful consideration, and 
such action as you may deem necessary to cure the evils herein stated, and 
thereby secure to all ·citizens of the United States their rights under a repub
lican form of government in fact as well as in name. 

"As in duty bound_, your petitioner.!! will ey;~.f~?H:EN A. H.A.OKWORTB. 

/ 

"JAMES L.MOORE. 
"CARL SCHUTZE. 

' 
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"By the written authority and request of Messrs. James L. Moore and Carl 

Schutze, I have signed their names to the above and foregoing petition, this the 
6th day of January, 1887. 

"S. A. HACKWORTH." 

. Before considering the specific incidents in the election in Washington County 
on the 2d day of November,1886, which m(l.ke up the alleged ontrages on the 
suffrage at the election and produced the defeat of the Republican majority, it 
seems to the committee due to the petitioners to express its opinion.! as to their 
character and conduct, as citizens and as participants in the disturbed politics 
of Washington County at and before that election. 

These citizens of Washington County have been made the subjects of much 
criticism and contumely by the principal actors and their abettors in the politi
cal outrages, which the petitioners have denounced to public condemnation and 
have exposed before the committee of the Senate. 

Much attempt has been made by insinuation, if not by testimony in the course 
of the examination, to show that these petitioners were not proscribed at home 
for their Republican principles and their maintenance of those principles in the 
methods of free speech, free suffrage, and political organization which are the 
common right of all parties and of all citizens. It has been pressed upon the 
attention of the committee that, as a matter of fact, these petitioners were not, 
subsequent to the election, iu peril among the population where they lived; 
that they were not driven from their homes, their property sacrificed, their hon
est livelihood broken up, and their exile a cruel and brutal banishment by vio-
lence and fear for their Uves. · 

THE PETITIONERS RESPECTABLE AND SUBSTANTIAL CITIZENS AT HOlliE. 

The committee is unable to attach any importance to the efforts in the testi
mony to disparage the characters and lives of these petitioners. 

But for the political agitations, the fierce passions, the violent and cruel and 
bloody incidents whic mark the election of Washington County and its sequel, 
the committee is persuaded that the people of Brenham, where the petitioners 
had long been residents, would have found no occasion for any reflections upon 
them other than such as belonged to the heat of political contests for place and 
influence between opposing parties. 

The committee, therefore, is not disposed to reduce its confidence in the faith
fulness of their conduct in this election as citizens, though earnest, brave, and 
active partisans of Republican principles, and candidates in the canvass and 
management of the election. Nor does the committee find that it has any war
rant, upon the whole testimony before it, to discredit the evidence these peti
tioners have given upon the essential point.!! under examination upon any con
siderations affecting their sincerity or veracity. 'Vhatever qualifications of 
their statement.s may properly be raised by contradict{)ry evidence or by their 
enlistment in the controversy belongs to the judicial comparison of conflicting 
views among the witnesses, and does not, in the opinion of the committee. jus
tify any censure on the probity of the petitioners' testimony. 

The committee, therefore, is of opinion that the averments of the petition
ers as to their situation in their homes in 'rexas and the occasion of their being 
compelled to flee from them are in substance and effect sustained by the evi
dence. These averments are as follows: .·· · 

"That they are citizens of Brenham, Washington County, Texas, but that they 
are now refugees from their homes in consequence of political persecutions. 

''That they are law-n biding citizens aud are not charged with the commis
sion of any crime whatevpr against the laws of said State, and they possess the 
eontidence and esteem ofl"a.lllaw-abiding citizens who know them. 

"Your petitioner, Stephen A. Hackworth, is a native-born citizen of said 
Washington County, Texas; has resided a greater part of his life in said city of 
Brenham; is now forty-seven years of age; is by occupatian a dealer in real 
estate; · and from 1870 to 1882 held seveml civil positions in said county; owned 
real estate and person:¥ property in said city of Brenham t{) the value of Si,OOO; 
was comfortably situated, the income from his business securing an assured 
support for himself and family. 

"Your petitioner, James L.Moore, is a native of the State of Alabama, but 
has been a citizen of said Washington Count.y, Texas, since 1866; is now forty
five years of age, and by occupation a merchant ·i and from 1876to 11:182 held the 
office of district clerk, and from 1882 to 1884 he d the office of sheriff of said 
county; owned real and personal property in said cityofBrenho.m to the value 
of $6,000; was comfortably situated and earning a comfortable living for him
.selfand family. 

"Your petitioner, Carl Schutze, was born in Germany, but wa..~ many years 
ngo naturalizedl and has resided in the United States during the past thirty 
years, and has oeen a citizen of said Washington County since 1871; is now 
th!rty-fi ve years of age n.nd unmarried ; is by profession a lawyer, and from 1877 
to 1880 held the· office of district attorney of said county and Stat~; was, until 
recently, editor of n. German Republican newspaper, published at the said city 
of Brenham, known as the Staats Zeitung; was comfortably situated, owning 
personal property to the value of $3,000; the income from his profession and 
paper earning him a. competent support. 

• Your petitioner!'~ are white citizens of the United States, and dared to be-
lieve and maintain the right to be Republicans in politics. . • 

"For this, their only Cl'ime, your petitioners are now exiles from their homes, 
having been compelled to leave under serious threaL'! of a~sassination, and aban
don their property or accept for it such prices as were proffered them. 

"Your petitioner, S. A. Hackworth, was obliged to sell his homestead for 
81,150, being less tllan one-half its real value .. 

"Your petitioner, James L. Moore, was obliged to sell his homestead for f2,000, 
being less than one-ha.lf its real value. 

"Your petitioner, Carl Scbutze, Wl\8 compelled to move his paper to Galves
tnn, Tex., thereby destroyin~ its patronage and support and preventing him 
. irom obtaining even one-tenth of its real value." 

DEMONSTRATIONS WlliCII DROVE THE PETrriONERS FROH THEIR HOMES IN TEXAS. 

The evidence bearing upon the expulsion of the petitioners in Texas occupied 
much of the attention of the committee and filled many pages of the testimony. 

The du·ect and explicit affirmative evidence in the case of each of the petition
ers of their banishment under threats and fears for their lives seems to the com
mittee wholly unimpaired in its conclusive effect by any opinions or con:vic
tlons to the contrary expressed by those who would weaken or palliate the 
severity of their proscription and their expulsion. Some extracts from the testi
mony of either aspect will leave no doubt of the soundness of the conclusions 
which the committee bas reached on this head of its inquiry. 

Mr. Hackworth's testimony on this point is as follows: 

"By Mr. SPOONER: 

:: Q. Did Y?U receive any notices t{) leave? 
A. Yes,s1r. 

"Q. Have you got any of them? 
"The WITNESS. Do you mean written notices? 
"Mr. SPOONER. Yes. 
"A. No; sir; I have not. ::Q. Tell u~all you know about it. You left there, did you? 

A. Yes,s1r. 
"Q. Why did you leave? . 
"A. 'l'be excit~ment had grown so intense and the efforts we made to get 

these colored men released under writ of habeas corpus and their hanging had 
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created such a terrible excitement, that I found it would be impossible for mt~ 
to remain there any longer without not only great danger to myself, but great 
danger to the lives of my friends. 

"Q. Did you have any advice from Democrats that you oughtto leave? 
"A. Oh, yes, sir; a great many advised me . 
"Q. I asked you a little while ago to give me the names of the parties, Demo

crats, who notified you, if any there were, to leave, or who advised you that it 
was necessary for your safety to leave? 

"A. I am not willing to give the name of but one, and that ·is Mr. Louis 
Bryan, who conducted the negotiations. . 

"Q. Tell us about that; you know all about It? 
"A. 'I'his was after the colored men were hung. I think it was on Friday, the 

3d. I was up at Mr. Schutze's office and we were talking over the matter as to 
what we thought was best to be done. Mr. Schutze advised with me and said 
that he thought everything was hopeless, from the warnings we had received. 
and that from the state of feeling we would be compelled to leave. About that 
time :Mr. Bryan came up in the office and inquired about a case in the court in 
which he was on one side and Mr. Schutze on the other side. After talking a few 
moments this letter of Judge Kirk'a came up; I think !brought that up myself. 
It had been said over town that myself, 1\Ir. ~chutze, Mr. Moore, and leading Re
p•lblicans had that letter written to Judge Kirk, and it was creating a great 
deal of bad feeling over Brenham. I knew this letter· was bogus, or felt satis
fied of it. I knew it was gotten up for the purpose of provoking a riot, or some
thing of that kind, to give an excuse or pretense to murderers, and I spoke to 
Mr. Bryan about it. I told him that we had not written the letter nor advised 
any one to write it; that we were for peace, and were doing everything that 
could be done to secure"'):>eaceand harmony in the county, and that I felt satis
fied from what Democratic friends had told me that 1\Ir. Rodgers had written the 
letter to Judge Kirk, and that he had done it with .ludge Kirk's knowledge; 
that! was not certain of; but! felt certain of one thing, and that was tl1at no 
Republican sent the letter. Mr. Bryan then stated to me, 'You then deny all 
knowledgeoftheletter?' And! said of course we did. Hethen walked out of 
the room, and he called Mr. Schutze and took him out into the hall with him, 
and had a long conversation with him. I did not overhear any of the conversa
tion, but in a few minutesl'llr. Schutze came back very much excited and said, 
'Bryan is waiting for you in my dining-room; he wants to talk to you.' I went 
on back and had a talk with Mr. Bryan. Mr. Bryan went on to talk about the 
state of feeling. He said it was impossible to keep theirbulldozeraoffofusany 
l<.onger; that these men who had hung the negroes were determined men ; that 
they were organized, and they were determined that the leading white Repub
licans had to leave the county or else they would murder them; that it was im
possible for him or the other Democrats to do anything further to keep them off 
from us, and that he had talked to Mr. Schutze about buying out his paper. and 
he wanted to talk with me ahoutbuyingout my homestead. I told him I would 
be unwilling to leaye unles!i I could sell my homestead. 

"Mr. PuGH. Who was this having this conversation? 
"Mr. SPOONER. It was Mr. Bryan, who was secretary of the first indignation 

meeting. 
• * • * • • • 

"The WITNESS. He asked. me how much my homestead was worth, and I 
told him it had cost me over $2,500. 

"By Mr. SPOONER : 
" Q. Is Mr. Dry an a man of property? 
" A. Yes, sir; he has property in Brenham. He told me he would let me 

know next day how much he could get forit. He wantedtogetwhathe could. 
He seemed to be acting as a friend. I had learned enough that morning from 
other Democrats (if I have to give their names I will not tell what it was) to 
know that there was a mob forming t{) come into Brenham ~ither Saturday or 
Sunday to hang us, perhaps; the same men who hung these colored men. 

"Q. What was the event of these negotiations for the purchase of your home? 
"A. Mr. Bryan came back to me on Monday, and said the most he could get 

was 51,150, and I might just as:Well take it and be done with it, as there was no 
time to lose. 

"Q. Did he t~n you there was no time to lose? 
"A. Yes, sir; he told me that; that I must leave Monday night, and that men 

were in Brenham. I got that from many friends. I went into town once and 
hurried back home, and I wa.s in my office for a few minutes, and Mr. Bryan 
came up in that back room and told me, ' the men are here and they are com
ing in, and it is necessary for you to make your arrangements and you and 
your wife sign that deed immediately and go away.' I agreed to do it, and 
signed the deed. I can not remember, of course, all that occurred, only I knew 
the danger was great. · 

"Q. Did you leave for any other reason than the one you have stated? 
"A. N<?~sir; I did not leave for any other reason. I twas never my intention 

to leave washington County. · 
:: Q. Had rou committed any offense against the laws? 

A. No, Slr. 
"Q. Had there been any complaint made against you as a citizen? 
"A. None whatever. -
'' Q. Do you know of any reason for this excitement and feeling and th1·ea.ts 

against you other than political? 
"..-\, That was all; it was all political. 
:: Q. Did y~>U take the $1,150? 

A. Yes, Sir. 
:: Q. A.nd c?nveyed your homestead? 

A. Yes, su. 
"Q. And left? 
"A. Yes, sir; and left. The.money was paid to my wife . 
"Q. What was the property worth? 
"A. The property was worth, I think, $2,500,and I think I couldhavegotthat 

for it. I might not have got it all in money, but I know I could in trading 
around. 

"Q. Who bought it? 
"A. I think Mr. R. Hoffmann; I do not remember. I was so excited at the 

time I looked at the deed I can not say" (pages 226-228}. 
The testimony of Carl Schutze, esq., showing how he was driven from Wash-

ington County, is as follows: . · . 
"Q. Did you have any order to leave there; any order, written or verbal? 
"A. I had no direct order to leave, written or verbal. I can not say that any 

letter was sent to me, or other paper. No man came to me and told me that I 
must leave, but to every man who lived there it was very evident that I could 
not stay there. My friends who were with me, they had friends in town, and 
some of them were Masons, and they received infQrmation, of course, from their 
fraternity and others. l\lr. Hackworth, for instance, has a very .large family 
and has rei a tions in town there who were mostly all Democrats, and from state
ments that were given to these persons and from what I saw in the t{)wn my· 
self I knew that I could not live there any longer. I left town twice. On the 
evening of Wednesday-that is, the day after the election, all the Republicans 
bad to hide out that night--

"Q. You do not mean all the Repnbli\!ans in the city? 
"A. I mean these leading Republicans, Mr. Hackworth, Mr. Hoffma:nn, and 

others. They did not sleep in their own houses. Mr. Hoffmann, who· used to 
stay at my place, did not sleep there that night. He received notice in the after
noon, about 5 o'clock. I think it was. that he mu5t leave there at once, or they 
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would come up to the office and kill us, and we took arms and went down to 
Mr. Hackworth's house. They went to another house to sleep, and I went to 
Galveston that night, because I have no family, and"I did not want to bother 
anybody by remaining there. 

''Q. Did you sell your property there? 
"A. No, sir; 1 did not sell it. I will tell you about that. 
"Q. State, as briefly ns you can about it. 
"A. After the colored men were lynched on Thursday morning, the next day 

I think it was on Friday, Mr. Louis Bryan came up to my office. He looked 
very much excited and very eager and talked very fast. He wanted to know 
about the papers in the case of Znpp against Amslers & Brothers, I think, and 
said something about. continuing the case to the March term of the county court. 
I did not know whether it had been continued or not, and it seemed to me very 
extraordinary that he should come there at that time. It was on the 2d of De
cember, the court had adjourned some time, and the next term of court would 
not be until the middle of January. I thought it was very strange. While he 
was sitting there Mr. Hackworth approached him on the subject of a letter which 
he had apparently written to Judge Kirk. Judge Kirk claimed that he bad re
cei ved it from the post-office. I had heard of that letter myself, and I heard that 
a man by the name of Rankin, who was part owner of the Brenham Banner, 
had been going around the streets with that letter and inquiring of everybody 
if I or Steve Hackworth had not written the letter. I think he told Mr. Jodon 
about it, and .Mr. Jodon said that it was not in my handwriting or in Mr. Hack
worth's either. They went all over town asking people about it. 

'' Q. This Brenham Banner was a Democratic newspaper? . 
"A. Yes, sir. They asked if we had not written tt to try to excite people 

against us. Of course every man who is not half-witted would know that it 
was not to our interest to do anything of that kind to get ourselves into a diffi. 
culty. 

"Q. Did you write that letter? 
"A. No, sir; I did not know anything about it. .Mr. Hackworth told him then 

that he thought be ought to know thM he would not have written that letter, 
and that be had beard that Judge Kirk had written it himself; and from what 
I have since learned, either Judge Kirk: or Mr. Rogers, it is said, put some 
young man up to it to write that letter. Mr. Bryan then said, 'Yon disclaim 
the authorship of that letter, or any knowledge of it.' Well, of course Mr. Hack
worth told him that he did. Then be went out and called me out into the hall; 
said he wanted to see me. He says, 'Mr. Schutze, it is very evident that you 
ea.n not live here.' 

;; Q. Excn~ me a moment; was this 1\Ir. Bryan a Democrat! 
A. Yes,str. 

"Q. Is he cennected officially with the Democratic county organization as a 
member o~ the executive committee o1· anything of that kind? 

"A. It was generally understood in Brenham that be belonged to the execu
tive committee. Mr. Bryan then stated to me, 'It is very evident that you can 
not live here; that they are determined to kill you, Hackworth, and Moore, and,' 
he says, 'we do not want you to go otf without. a cent, and if you W'a.nt to leave 
we will buy you out.' I said, ''Vhat can you give me?' 'Well,' he said, '&bout 
two or three hundred dollars.' 

"Q. What was it he offered to buy out? 
"A. He offered to buy ont my paper. He Sl\id, 'We want to get rid of that 

paper; we want to break 'tbat t-hing down; we have no use for it.' I laughed 
at that and said, 'If I have to go I might as well go witho11t any money; two or 
three hundred dollars is not anything.' I said I would submit it to some people 
who had a financial interest in the paper and let him know; and I spoke next 
day to some parties, and, to make the matter short, Mr. Breedlove, who was also 
interested and had advanced some money on the paper, I spoke to him after
wards. The next Monday Mr. Jlackworth came there in the morning looking 
very white and pale, and told me that Mr. Bryan had told him that they were 
coming in that day, and if he wanted to sell out to anybody there be would see 
to it that they would not hurt him. 

"Q. They proposed to bay Mr. Ha.ckworth out;, too? 
"A. Yes, sir. 
.. Q. To give him something to leave with? 
"A. Yes; sir. I understood afterwards tha.t?.Ir. Bryan talked with Mr. Hack

worth the same day that he saw me in the office, when I had told him that it 
would take about $1,500 to ~.000 to buy me out, and he would not think of that 
at all, and said he had no use for the paper. That night Mr. Hackworth left. 

"Q. Was this Mr. Bryan connected with either of these indignation meetings? 
"A. I do not know, sir. That night Mr. Hackworth left. I saw those men 

coming to town, and I saw tbero was a good deal of stir. I knew the temper 
and purpose oftchose men, and knew what they wanted, and I lett that day at 
noon and went down into the country. I knew that my life was not worth a 
nickel 

''Q. You lett, then, under those threats and under that influence? 
"A. Yes, sir. That is, I returned after that to wind up my affairs. I was 

assured by Mr. Breedlove that be had assurances that I would not be molested 
if I came back to wind up my affairs, and perhaps they would buy me out. But 
they refused to buy me out. Mr. Breedlove negotiated the matter with Mr. 
Bryan; they could not stand the amount I asked, and I bad to move the paper 
to Galveston. On the .Mondn.y following Mr. Hackworth left, and on the next 
Monday I lett on the evening train, and that was the time when they fired two 
or three shots at the car. I thought iL was only two shots tba.t they fired at the 
time, but Tom Foley, the conductor, told me there were three shots fired. 

"Q. State more fully in regard to that, if you please. 
"A. As the train was starting some pistol shots were fired, and a rock was 

thrown into the window. I was sittin~ in the car facing in that direction [in
dicating], and the rock came in here [mdicating], and it broke out a panel of 
the shutter and dashed it to pieces almost. 

"Q. The stone was thrown into the window or the car near where you were 
sitting? 

"A. Yes. sir; just to my right, a little ahead of me. It pa.ssed within perhaps 
an inch of my face. 

"Q. Do you know who threw it 't 
"A. No,r.ir.. 
~· Q. You stated that pistol shots also were fired? 
"A. Yes, sir. 
"Q. Were bullets shot into the car? 
"A. I did not. eee any. I do not know whether the shots were fired into the 

car or not, but they were close up to it. 
"Q. Did you hear of any threats made by the Republicans, or were the threats 

that were made entirely confined to the Democrats? 
"A. Yes; they were entirely confined to the Democrats. 

• • • • • • • 
"Q. Have you been back to Brenham since you went to Gs.lveston? 
"A. I was there, as I stated, on the 13th of .January. I will state to you bow I 

got there. I went up there at night because I knew iii was unsafe, on the cen
tral train, and took a sleeper, so that nobody should see me, and when I got 
there slept in a private bouse, and I was in town but half an hour the next 
morning, and then I took a horse and rode out to see Mr .Julius Lehmann, 3 
miles in the country. and returned by another road so that they would not fol
low me. I saw Mr. Fricke and be tuld me that my life was in danger; that the 
deputy sheriff had made certain remarks ahout me; and I rode a.round and 
went. through a back door and came into a store, an~ was told by the proprietor 

and clerk that these fellows I mentioned were hunting me, and he begged me 
for God's sake to go away, and I rode to Albert Vernon's, and he went with me 
to the depot, and the train left in three minutes; and instead of going south I 
went north and went around and came back to Galveston" (pages 203-210). 

Mr. Moore's testimony is a.<:~ follows: 
"Q. Do you know of any threats being made there against the leading Re

P~!>Iicans ab?ut dection time or after the election 't 
A. Yes,s1r. 

"Q. By whom were tbeymade and against whom werethey made? 
"A. They were made by the leading Democrats against leading Republicans. 
"Q. Name the Republicans. 
"A. Myself, among others. 
"Q. Who else? 
"A. 1\Ir. Hackworth, Mr. Schutze, Mr. Potter, Mr. Gilder, Mr. Lockett, o.nd 

others. 
"Q. What wns tbe·nature of those threats? 
"A. The threats were that unless certain of us left that county in avery short 

time that we would be murdered, hanged, or shot; the threats were that unless 
myself, Mr. Hackworth, .Mr. Schutze, Mr. Potter, and others left the county that 
we would be shot, han~ed. murdered, orothi!rwisedisposed of, astbeDemocmcy, 
the kuldu:x: portion of the Democracy, ntigh.t decide to dispose of us. 

"Q. Did yon receive any notice to leave'! 
"A. No written notice; mine wa11 verbal. 
"Q. From whom did you receive such notice? 
"A. From several Democrats. 
"Q. Who were they? 
"A. I received some of those communications in a confidential way, and would 

not like to disclose them unless I am compelled to do so. The principal part of 
my information came through Mr. B. F. Robertson. 
"~- A Republican? 
"A. No, sir; he is a Democrat. 
"Q. But there were other Democr.ats who communicated to you the fact that 

it would be better for you to leave? 
"A. They told me that my life was not. safe and tha.ttheyadvisedmetoleave; 

that they <were Democrats and I was a Republican, but they did not know that 
I had done anything wrong except to advocate the Republican cause; that the 
Democracy was worked up to a grea~ state of excitement and they knew my 
life was not safe and I would be murdered if I staid there. 

"Q. They-communicated that advice to you in friendship and under promise 
of secrecy on your part? 

"A. Yes, sir; exeP.pt in the case of Mr. Robertson; there was no secrecy in 
what he told me. He represented himself as being the authorized representa
tive of what be and I called a. 'mob' in Washington County. There was nose
crecy in his commanication with me. 

"Q. Who was Mr. Robertson? 
"A. He was one of the nearest neighbors I had there. 
"Q. A prominent Democrat? 

ti~A. A prominent Democrat, although be does not take an active part in poli-

"Q. Were you a property-owner there? 
"A. Yes, sir; I owned some property there in Washington County. 
"Q. Did you voluntarily leave Brenham with your family? 
"A. No, sir; I did not. 
" Q: Why did you leave! 
"A. I left there believing that. my life was not safe. That belief was created 

in my mind by the information that I had received from Democratic sources 
and from Republican sources, too, but of course I attached the most. importance 
to the information I had received from Democrats. 

"Q. You knew of the meeting which had been held at Eldridge Hall? 
"A. I heard of it; I was in town at the time. 
"Q. Was tha4 meeting attended by any Republicans, to your knowledge? 
''A. I never beard or knew of a Republican being there. 
"Q. It was attended by Democrats from different parts of the county? 
"A. Yes, sir: that was my information. · 
"Q. Were they armed'! 
"A. Yes. sir. I heard there were parties of armed men in the town, and I saw 

several of them. 
'' Q. Were yon negotiating for the purchase of your property preparatory to 

leaving? 
•· A. Yes, sir. 
"Q. Who did you sell your property to! 
"A. The deed was made to 1\ir. Felder, a prominent Democrat there. 
"Q. Who negotiated for the sale of the property? 
"A. 1\Ir. Robertson did the most of it, and Mr. Breedlove representing my in-

terest as an attorney. 
"Q. Had your property been for sale prior to this time? 
"A. I had said I would take a certain price for it. 
"Q. 'Vhat did you estimate it to be worth? 
"A. I asked $6,000 for it. 
"Q .. What did you sell it for? 
"A. I owed three notes, and one of them was due on the 1st of last January~ 

another was due the following year, and the third was due in two years. The 
party who bought the property o.ssumed the debt that was on the property or 
11,500 and paid m .e S500 cash. 

"Q. What was the price of your property? 
" A. The price I asked for it was about $6,000. 
"Q. And bow much did you get for it, allowing credit on the notes? 
''A. I owed $1.500 on the place, paya.hle by notes, and the flrst note fell due fu 

.January--
" Q. Then you got ~.000 for it? 
"A. Yes, sir; the purchaser assumed the payment or these three notes for 

$1,500 and gave me S500 in cash. 
"Q. So tba.li you sa.criticed your froperty? 
"A. Yes, sir; it was a sacrifice; did not get half what it was worth nor half 

what it cost me. 
" Q. What crime had you committed that you should not be permitted to live 

in that community! 
"A. The only crime that I heard myself charged with was being a prominent 

Republican, and having made Republican speeches and trying to induce Re
publicans to vote the Republican ticket against the so-<J&Iled People's ticket or 
Democratic ticket. 

"Q. You bad made no social-equality speeches? 
"A. I never made o. social-equality speech in my life, and I never heard a 

Republican make one, that I remember • 
"Q. When did you leave Brenham 't 
"The WITNESS. For California.? 
"Mr. SPOONER. For good. 
"A. I left there about the 13th ofl~ December, I think. 
::Q. Yout<?ok your family with you? 

A. Yes, s1r. 
"Q. You left because you did not consider it safe to live there! 
"A. That was my reason for leaving. 
"Q. And the prejudice which had been created against; you was, so far as you 

know, political only? · 
"A. l can assign no other caU3e. 
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'' Q. And is chargeable to the fact that you had be.en an active leader in the 

ReP,ublican party of that county? 
' A.. That. is the only oftense I knew tha.t I waa charged with" (pages 513-51.5). 
Florent T. Jodon, esq .• thus describes the sit.uation at Brenham: 
"Q. What do yon know of threats being made against Mr. H.&ckworlh, Mr. 

Bchutze, Mr. Potter, and :Mr. Moore? 
"A. I know particula.rly oftheui aga.instMr.Ha.ckworthandMr.Sehutze,not 

so much against Mr. Moore. I never heard them made against him, but in re
gard to Mr. Hackworth a.nd Mr. Schntze I heard threats made quite often. In 
fact, the state of feeling in our community for a. long time was simply terrible. 
It not only extended to Republicans, but to all classes of good, quiet citizens. 
Our to-wn was for a.·while under the control of a mob, men who made their head
quarters at saloons, and who were armed, and the state of feeling was very bad 
lndeed" (page 182). 

Many other prominent Republicans were ordered to leave their homes and 
establish themselveselsewhere. Below are given a. few of the notices that were 
lient to them: 

"George W. Brown (colored) was recalled and further examined. 
''By Mr. SPOOXER: 

•• Q. Have yon seen the paper which I now show you before this time [hand-
Ing a slip of paper to the witness}? 

"A. Yes, sir. 
"Q. Where did you first see it~ 
"A. I first seen that paper tied to my saddle. 
''Q. Is this the paper that you testified yesterday WSS'found tied to your 

M~dle? . 
A. Yes, s1r. 

"Q. Was this before yon qualified foT the office yon hold. or after. 
"A. lt was just after, on the same day. 
"Q. It has been in your posselSSion ever since? 
•• A. Yes, sir; I have bad it folded up and have carried it. in my pocket all the 

time. 

-
"A. Yes, sir. 
n Q. Where do yon live? 
·' A. In Brenham, Washington County, Texas. 
"Q. You still live there? 
"A. Yes sir. 
"Q. And have continued to- live there, although your father leftt 
"A. Yes, sir. • 
"Q. How long have you lived there? 
" A. I was born and raised there. 
"Q. What is your present age? 
.. A. I will be twenty next September. 
"Q. Were you in Brenham at the time of the Eldridge Hall meeting? 
"A. Yes, sir. 
~ Q. Did Y?U go to it.? 

A. Yes,su:. 
"Q. Did you hear the resolution that was adopted and the speeches tba.t were 

· made? 
"A. Ye3, sir. 
"Q. Yo-n are a. Republican, I suppose? 
•• A. Well, I never have voted. 
:: Q. You ~re not entitled to vote yet? 

A. No.sir. 
1 "Q. But you sympathize with the Republican a.nd not with the Democratic 

' p~~~c Yes, sir. 
"Q. Did you hear the resolution which was o1fered by Judge Kii:k in rega.rd 

to notifying people to leave? • 
. ·• A. Sir? 

"Q. Did yon hear offered by Judge Kirk at that meeting the resolution that 
he proposed in regard to requiring people to leave? 

"A. Yes, sir; I did. 
"Q. What was it that he proposed in the resolution? 
"A. He made a. motion that. S. A. Hack wort~ J. L. Moore. Ed. Lockett. and 

"Mr. SPOONER. I wfll read what is on tbts paper: 
"'GEORGE W. BROWN. As Republicanism is dead, dead, in Washington Coun

ty, you better resign and leave the county, or you wiU be killed/-with a. plct- I 
llre of a cocked gun at the bottom of U" (page 109). · 

La.rney Gilder be given twenty-four .hours to leave the county in. 
"Q. Thali they should leave the county in twenty-four hours? 
"•A. Yes,sir!' 
Lafayette Kirk. the Democratic county judge, who offered the resolutions re

ferred to above, testified as follows: o. B. Palter's testimony: 
"Q. Have you known of any notices being served on men in that county in-

•tructing them within a. given time to leave the county? 
"A. Yes, sir; I have known of several, and have seen several of them. 
"Q.. Tell us what you know about that. 
~·A. I can give yon my notice if you want it .. 
"Q. One was served upon yon? 
"A. Yes, sir; this one Lha.nding a. paper to 1\!r. S.POONER]. 
"Q. When was th&t sent. to yon? 
"A. I can not say; the date of it is there, but I do not recollect it. :;Q. Is thif? the identical paper? -

A. Yes,su. ::Q. Just~ite&me? 
A. Yes.s1r. 

"Q. With this broad ba.od of mourning around it? • 
"A. Yes, sir; e:xa.ctly like that. It. has not been changed a.paxticle. 
"Q. This is dated December 2L 
"A. I do not recollect the da.te. 
"Q. Yon did not stop to study the date? 
"A. No, sir; l was somewhat excited. I judge that is the 21st-. 
"Mr. SPOONER. I will read it: 

"' BBBNliAK, December 2.1.. 
" •sm: We have been waiting for some time for you to arrange your business 

fl.nd leave this county. This is to notify you that if yon persist in staying here 
tnany days longer-you will be dealt within a very severe manner. 

"'CITIZENS W. CO.' 
u•o. B. POTTER.' 

"By Mr. SPOO:l.fl!:R: 
"Q. This signature, 'Citizens W. Co.,' I understand means Washington 

County? 
"A. Yes, sir." 
W. H. Blount's testimony: 
"Mr. SPOONER. This notice reads as follows: 

" 'BRENHAM, TEx.. December 9, 1886. 
'' • You are hereby notified to leave the county without further warning. 

''' COIDHTTEE. 
"' W. H. BLOUNT.' 
"?Ill-. SPOONER. Let that be marked as an exhibit, and put in evidence. 
"Q .. What crime had you committed! 
•• A. They say none. One of tbe fellows who notified me met me on the street 

In the day and he asked me, hesa.ys, 'What isyourname?' and I said • Blount.' 
He said,' Aha.' 'Well,' be says,' I have a. message to deliver to you.' I said, 
• All right.; let's hear it.' He says, 'You must leave the county, and.' he says, 
'youmu,.lleaveitimmedia.tely.' I sa.ys,'What is yo'lll'name?• He says, 'I 
lUll from thelowerconnties.' I said, 'That is not.the question I asked you; and 
he said. 'That is aU you will get, by God.' I ~id, 'Do you expect I am a fugi
tive from justice, a thief, or a. robber, or what do you consider me?' He said, 
'No, you are a. pretty fair citizen, they say, but you wield a.n in1luenee a.mong 
the freedmen that is detrimental to the white people. and they won't stand it'" 
(page 12l:l). 

Joseph Hoffmann's testimony: ::Q. Did y~u receive any written notices to quit? 
A. Yes, s1r. _ 

"Q. Have you got one of those notices now? 
"A. Yes, sir. 
•• (The witne:!S prodnced the notice called for and handed it to th.e chairman.) 
"Q. Has this been in your possession ever since? • 
"A. Yes, sir. I have shown it to several parties and they have had it in their 

bands, but that is a.U. That is the envelope it came in. 
"1\lr. EvARTS. This note reads as follows: 

n•.JoE HoFFMA!<"N: 
••• DEcmimmt 8,1886. 

"'You are requested to vacate Burton forever by Satard&y nieht.. _ 
"rCITIZENS.' 

"That is written in red ink:. 
"Q. This came through the mail? ., 
''A. Yes, sir; a.nd the post-office mark on ii is the 7th. I received it on the 

'lth {page 13i). 

"William W. Ha.ck:wort.h, having been duly sworn, wa.s interrogated "as fol~ 
lows~ 

" ·By Ml'. EvARTS~ 
"Q. Areyouaso-nofS. A. Hackworth! 

••when I went into the meeting I had just been informed that Mr. Potter had 
said that he was in favor of going in with the negroes and resorting to the shot
gun policy to enforce their rights. 

"Q. Had Mr. Potte~ said anything? 
"A. I had been so-notified and informed, and acted on that information. 
"Q. How long had you known Potter? 
"A. Ever since I had been in town. 
"Q. He is a pretty good neighbor, is he not? 
"A. So far as I knew. I didn't. know much about him except in this ca.n.-

vass. 
'' Q. He had been a pretty good neighbor on general principles! 
"A. He had so far as I kn.ow. I had nothing to do with him much. 
"Q. Would you drive a man out of the county on what some tellow said with-

out ma.king pro-per inquiry about it? 
"A. I said, in the event he had said it in his speech. 
"Q. Did you hear him say any such thing? 
"A. Never. 
"Q. 'Vhy did he recommend them to adopt the shotgun policy? 
"A. To enforce their rights, I suppose. 
"Q. That is, if the white Democrats raided the ballot-boxes that they ough' 

to be shot? 
"A. I did not know what he had in. hls mind. 
"Q. Don't you think it would have been a good idea to have found out wha' 

he said before undertaking to punish him? 
"A. I do. The gentleman who informed me said he was making statements 

of that character; that be was in favor of arming them. 
;; Q. That ~as after the election that be was so reported? 

A. Yes, s1r. 
'' Q. It is not true t.ha t you weretold that Mr.Potter justified the shooting, when 

it was necessa.ry, of men who raided the ballot-boxes? 
"A. I was not told that: I was just told about a. conversation in which be 

said he was in favor of arming the negroes and resorting to the shotgun policy. 
'• Q. Had not that rumor been traced up, and had not Mr. Potter made a denial 

of it? ' 
"A. Not at that tim.e, it had not.. 
"Q. What else was there; what other crime had these men committed? 
''A. Some of t-b.em were notoriously b&d cha.raaters there. 
"Q. Bad in what way? 
"A. They had no standing socially or otherwise. 
"Q. That is, you mean with Democrats they ha.d not? 
''A. With Democrats or Republicans, or respectable Republican&. 
"Q. Were they driven out ou that account? 
"A. I think their leaving the county wttS due to the fact that they had played 

completely on' there. They bad no social standing or financial credit, and no 
means of snppo~ except-

"Q. You were not proposing to any public meeting to drive poor devils out 
because they had no tiiUlncia-1 standing or credit? 

"A. No, sir. What caused me to make thatremarl;: was, itcame on the heels 
of the news of the killing of Holton. My advice was tha.' he had been killed 
bynegroewho h&d been advised to go 'here to the ballot-boxes. and were act
ing under the advice of Gilder and Locke-tt; a.nd following that 1 heard that 
Mr. Potter bad made- this statement, that he was in favor of arming himself and 
acting on the shotgun policy and enforeing his rights. and in the course of my 
remarks at lhat meeting I said I was in favor or notifying them that such things 
must be stopped or they must lea-.e the county. • · 

Lewis R. Bryan. another Democrat who was present at this meeting, testifies 
i.hat the resolution of .Judge Kirk ordered certain Republican leaders to leave 
within twenty-four honl!S 

•• Q. Do you know whether the date at which these people were required to 
leave was mentioned by Judge Kirk? 

'"A. No, sir. 
"Q. Are you sure that be did not name. some date within which they must. 

leave? 
.. A. It wa.s to notify them to leave within twenty-four hour~ if they did no~ 

stop. 
"Q. That was his resolution as amended? . 
.. A. Yes, sir. I misapprehended you. Yonsai.dtheda.te; ifyouha.d said the 

time I would have nn.derst. ,od. 
"Q. It.. W&S twenty-four hours, then, wasit? 
.. A. Yes, sir. 
uQ. Were any persons mentioned who would be required, to leave within 

twen*Y-four hours if these things were not stopped-by .Judge- Kh:k:'s resolution. 
I mean? 

.. A. The suggestion made b-y hiJn was
"Q. I have asked yon a simple question.. 
"A. Hackworth. .Moore. Potter, GMer. and Lockett. 

. 

• 



• 

1828 CO~GR.ESSIONAL RECORD-SENATE. FEBRUARY 13, 

"Q. One of the audience cried out an additional name, then, to put on the 
list? 

"A. Yes, sir; Schut.ze; Carl Schutze. 
"Q. Who was it tbat called out that? 
"A. Dr. Joseph T1·istram, a. German. 
"Q. You knew at the time that it was he who did itT 
"A. Yes, sir. 
"Q. Do you remember what he said? 
"A. He said, • Don't forget Carl Schutze' (pp. 574, 5i5)." 
Mr. Bryan, in the following passage, shows under what fears these petition

ers were placed : 
"Q. Now, without knowing who wrote this letter to .Tudge Kirk, or whether 

it was written as a joke or seriously, or was written by an enemy of Judge 
Kirk, or whether it was written by a. Democrat or a Republican, why did you 
say that if any hanu came to Judge Kirk, Mr. Hackworth and these other men 
would be held responsible for it? 

"A. I m ean exactly what I said; that we would hold them responsible for it: 
that nobody was going to hurt them but somebody who was in their interest 
and was ins tigatec.l by them. They hated Judge Kirk like they did the Old 
Scratch himself, and it could come from no other source but that. That is the 
idea I have. 

"Q. But whether right or Wl'ong, whether they had anything to do with it or 
not, in that ·state of feeling if harm came to Judge Kirk these men would be 
held responsible for it? 

".A. The;y wot\ld have been, sir, undoubtedly; yes, sir. 
• "Q. In what way would they have been held responsible? 

"A. I do not know, sir, in what way. 
"Q. What was in your mind? 
".A. I do not know; I had none in my mind. 
"Q. Do you menu they would be hanged? 
".A. I do not know, sir, 
"Q. Well, it might have 'included hanging? 
"A. Yes, sir; it might have been. 
"Q. Was not that t-he most natural result? 
"A. I do not know whether it would have been, but that is generally the way 

thatamobtakes. If it had t.aken the form of a mob, that is generally thewayi.n 
which they R<'t. 

"Q . .Aud it would have been a. mob with which you would have sympa-
th ized? 

"A. If Judge Kirk had been killed I would have been with it, sir. 
"Q. And all the other good Democrnts would have been with it, too? 
"A. The Democrats, and as good Republicans, Senator, as there are in the 

State of Texas or anywhere else. 
1 

;; Q. You ~ay pat in all yen please so long as you put in all the Democrats. 
A. Yes, su. 

"Q. And. that would have been the state of things and the treatment given 
to these men if harm bad come to Judge Kirk'! 

".A. I think so; I am only giving my individual views. 
" Q. Of course we can not get anybody else's opinion but yours. As far as 

yon know, that was the general opinion among the Democrats there? 
".A. Yes; sir; as far as I know. 
"Q. And in your answers you speak of both Hackworth and Schutze? 
"A. Yes, sir; they were both present, 
"Q . .And you told them they would be responsible, and you were serious 

about it, were you not? 
"A. I meant exactly what I said. 
"Q. You meant that if any harm came to Judge Kirk those men would be 

hanged? 
"A. I did noi. mean that they would be hanged. 
" Q. Or shot; I will ameliorate it in that way. 
"A. I meant that they would suffer for it in some way. Of course, if they bad 

, happened to get a way from them they could not do it. 
•· Q. If you could not bang them or shoot them, of course yon would have been 

excused. 
l "A. I meant they would suffer the consequences. 

:: Q. And ~ou meant that would be very serious? 
A. Yes, s1r. 

"Q. But that would be about the shape of the thing, would it not? 
"A. Ye~<, sir; somethin~ of the kind. 
"Q. You talked seriously to these men? 
"A. Yes sir." 
An acco~nt of the meeting at Eldridge Hall, to which reference has been made 

in several of the citations which have been given, taken from a Democratic lo
cal paper, is inserted: 

"CITIZENS' MEETING. 

"On Thursday, at 2 p.m., November 5, there met at Eldridge Hall upward of 
three hundred leading citizens from all parts of the country. The committee 
appointed at a meeting held November 8 submitted the following report: 

.. • Your committee, appointed at a former meeting to consult and recommend 
a course of action to be pursued in view of recent acts of lawlessness, frauds, 
and intimidation practiced at the recent election, respectfully report: 

"• Tllat we have duly considered the matters referred to and deprecate and 
nonderun the character of political speeches made by the leading white Repub
)icaus as incendiary and calculated to engender ~trife and bad feelings between 
the races, which, if permitted, must inevitably lead to bloodshed. 

"• '!'hat those designing white men are responsible for the present unfortu
nate condition of feeling between t-he races and for the murder of Dewees Bol
ton, a peaceable and unoffenc.ling citizen, guilty of no offense except a desire to 
witness the count of ballots. 

"·That we assure all citizens that they shall be protected in the enjoyment of 
all their rights. bat that we will not allow incendiary speeches to be made to 
the ignorant colored people 'vhereby our lives and property shall be placed in 
jeopardy. · 

"''!'hat we congratulate the good people of Washington County upon the tri
umph of the People's ticket and the election of men to office who will faithfull:r 
guard your rights ngainst. the attacks upon the ballot-box and the reprehensi
ble methods adopted by the opposition. 

"'That we recommend to all the observance of law, and the preservation of 
law and order by every means in our power.' 

"Colonel Giddings said, speaking to the resolution, he had been with the 
.people for thirf.y-two years, and never had he seen a more intelligent gathering 
of representative men; he feU t.he occasion and we were interested as no one 
could be; we were tied to 'V asbington County soil ; we could not pick u~ like 
the carpet-bagger and run; a. large mass of the voters of the county were Jgno
rant a.nd only influenced by fear i their party bad used every means of intimi
datiou to influence votes, and sucn means kept up would result in war between 
races, and bloodshed. The People's ticket, representing the best interests of 
Wnshington County, were, with one exception, elected by good majorities. 
That one man, though called by the people, had refused to 1·un on their ticket; 
but now, if elected, he should be allowed to serve. There was no need of vio
lence or force; that time should ba.ve been when the canvaBBopened and thein
eendiary speeches were made to the ignorant and vicious of the county; now 
we should see the law prevail. He 'knew there was a deep feeling for using 
violence, but advi~ed that the Jaw take its course and be rigidly enforced. In 

the future no one should be allowed to make speeches to incite the violence of 
the ignorant. The veople who owned the county should have it stopped, 

"Harry Haynes said ordinarily he was for peace and was a. peaceable man, 
but when he heard of the outrages and rumore of outrage he was for war. He 
was for.holding what we had accomplished by force, if necessa1·y. We were right 
and should stand by ourselves. Incendiary speakers should be repressed, and 
their infamous methods put down. .As a legitimate fruit of their infamy a foul 
murder had been committed, instigated by designing villains, who had made 
tools of the negroes. He wantedl in the resolution, the name of the murdered 
man, so that the whole world snould know our grievance. His name was 
Dewees Bolton; a pure man and good citizen. 

" M. M. Felder said we should be cool and act coolly, and counseled holding on 
to the victory. 

"vr. W. Searcy and L. R. Bryan said the same in substance. 
D." Judge Kirk said he had served the people for two years; had tried to act 
impartially, and had done his best for their interests; that he bad talked to the 
negroes and thought most of them were on the right side; there were six or 
seven whi_te men in the county instigating these outrages; be could name 
t.hem. 

"Joseph Tristram being called up said be fully indorsed the report. H. Hodde 
said the same in substance, and moved the adoption of the report, which was 
carried by a rising vote. · 

"The chairman stated that the precinct committees appointed at the previous 
meetings were permanent, and would meet again a.t the call of their chairman, 
H. Hodde. The meeting then adjourned." 

POLITICAL SITUATION BEFORE THE ELECTION OF 1886. 

The election of 1886 in W ashin~on County, of which Brenham is the principal 
town, was for county officers, and also for a member of Congress in the district 
of which Washington formed a part. 

As between the two great political :parties of the country, Republican and 
Democratic, the voters were divided, according to various estimates, in about 
the proportion of a Republican majority of from GOO to 1,600, out of a.n aggregate 
vote of 5,000. 

As between the voters of that county the division between white and colored 
voters was about 2,800 to 3,100 ofwhites and about 2,!)()0 to 2,800 of colored. There 
was a large element of German citizens and voters in that county, namely ,lt900, 
l,GOO of wnom were Republicans! and it is estimated that in a full count of w nite 
voters alone the Republicans ou numbered the Democrats by a majority of 300 
at least, and probably by 500 or more. · 

Extracts from the testimony of Florent D. Jodon, esq., Prohibitionist, Lewis 
R. Bryan, a Democrat, a1,1d Stephen .A. Hackworth, a Republican, aa to the polit
ical complexion of Washington County, are herewith appended. 

"TESTIHONY OF FLORENT D. JODON (page 167). 
"Florent D. Jodon, having been duly sworn, was interrogated aa follows: 

"13y Mr. SPOONER: 

"Q. What are you, politically? . · 
".A. I am a. Probibitionist for State officers and an Ir~dependent in our county 

politics. I voted for men on both tickets at the last election. • • · · 
"Q.. Have you eve been a Republican? ' 
"A. Never. Up to 1873 I voted the straight Democratic ticket. 
"Q. Were you in the army during the war? 
"A. Yes, sir; I was in the Southern army. I voted at the last election for Mr. 

Dnhonay for governor. 
"Q. What is the political complexion of Washington County? 
"A. It is Republican. 
"Q. How long has it been so, to your knowledge? 
"A. Ever since I have lived in the county, for twenty years with one excep-

tion. · 
"Q. What has been the average Republican majority there on the county 

ticket? 
"A. Some of the officers on the county ticket, of course, would be more pop

ular than others, but the average was from five hundred to fifteen or sixteen 
hundred. Mr. Joe Hoffmann, I believe, got nearly seventeen hundred. 

"Q. What is the averaf:e, about? 
"A. I presume about seven or eight hundred, I have no precise data, but that 

is my remembrance. 
"Q. About how many colored voters are there in the county? 
''A. The vote of the county is about equally divided between the whites and 

blacks, and has been for some time. At one time there was a majority of about 
two or three hundred. 

"Q. What is the total vote of the county? 
"A. A bout fifty-six: hundred to fifty.eight hundred votes. 
:: Q. Abou~ one-half colored? 

A. Yes, sll'. 
"Q. The colored men, as a. rule, are Republicans? 
".A. Yes, sir; that is the rule. At the last election they voted solid, almost • 

The Democratic papers so stated, as I can show by my scrap-book, and that was 
the fact. 

"Q. '!'here are a great many Germans in that county, are there not? 
"A. Yes, sir; a great many. The Germans have been increasing in number, 

and the white Americans have been decreasing by moving out for some time. 
"Lewis R. Bryan, having been duly sworn, was interrogated as follows: 

By Mr. EusTIS: 
" Q. What is your full name? 
''A. LewisR. Bryan. 
" Q. What is your age? 
"A. I am twenty-ei!l'ht years old. 
"Q. Where do you live? 
"A. In Brenham, Washington County, Texas. 
"Q. How long have you lived there? 
".A. I have lived in the town of Brenham about six years, but have lived in 

Washington County for twenty-four years. 
"Q. What is your business? 
"A. I am a lawyer. 
" Q. What are your politics? 
"A. I am a Democrat. 
"Q. Have you had any regular Democratic nominations in that count.y since 

1884? 
"A. We have not. I will go on and state about that matter, knowing of 

course what you want, and it will save time. In 1884,justas the other witnesses 
have stated here, the condition of our county had been, from a. few year-3 after 
the the war up to 1884, a peculiar one. The county had been mainly under Re
publican rule. I wish to state here that Washington County is n Republican 
county. It is understood that on a strict party vote on national and State issues 
the majorities in Washington County range from 600 to 800 or 900 in_favor of the 
Republicans. My recollectlott is that Garfield got a. majority of some 800 votes 
over General Hancock in 1880, and Blaine's majority was some 600 or 700 ove1· 
Mr. Cleveland. The statement was made by some one here yesterday that out 
of 5,500 or 5,600 votes in the county there was usually about 2,500 colored and 
about 3,000 whit& Of the white vote we usually estimate 1.200 or 1..800 SWJ the 
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American vote and about 1,700 or 1,800 as the foreign vote, and in that foreign 
vote, as W8 call it, we include the Germans, Polanders, and Bohemians. The 
Bohemians generally vote .the Democratic ticket, and there are about 200 of 
fuem. . · 

"The Ge1·man vote is generally Republican, with the exception of a few old 
Germans who came there prior "to the war. The most of the Germans in our 
county have come there since the war, and they are generally Republicans. 
They are these gentlemen we have here with us as witnesses. 

"TESTiliiONY OF STEPHEN A.JIACKWORTH (pages Zl5,216), 

"Stephen A. Hackworth, having been duly sworn, was interrogated as fol
lows: 

''By Mr. SPOO!.'ER: 

"Q,. What is your full name? 
"A. Stephen A. Hackworth. 
"Q. You are one of the signers of the memorial or petition under which this 

~~e!tiga.tior;t Wall ordered and is now being conducted? 
A. Yes,su. 

"Q,. How old are you? 
"A. I am in my forty-seventh year. 
"Q,. Where do you live'! 
"A. I live at Brenham, Washington County, Texas. 
"Q. How long have you lived there? 
"A. I have lived in Washington County all my life. I was born and raised 

there. 
•• Q. What a.re you politically, a Republican or a Democrat? 
''A. I am a Republican. . · 
"Q,. How long have you been a Republican? 
"A. I have been a Republican ever since the recon!truction; ever since the 

wu. . 
"Q. What is the 'otal vote, as near as you can get at it, in that county, tbeav

arage total vote'! 
"A. It i! about 5,600, or very near it. 
" Q. What proportion of that is colored 'l 

..,~:th!rtf~~:~~~~eo~;~~-; I did have the exact fi~res; I do not know 

·• Q. Are the colored voters generally Republican? 
"A. Yes, sir; generally. There are about 1,700, perhaps, of them that will 

vote the Republican. ticket without scratching the ticket, while there are per
haps iOO or 500 who will vote t.he Republican ticket, but will scratch it. 

:: Q. You 11?-ean now and t-hen? 
A. Yes, 8t.r. 

"Q. You think there are about 1,700 who will vote the straight Republican 
ticket?- , . 

"A. Yes, si.r; about 1.700. 
"Q. How many Germans are there in the county? 
"A .. I think there are about 1,900 German voters. 
"Q,. 'Vhat proportion of them vote the Republican ticket ordinarily, if you 

know? 
.. A. Well, we count that there are perhaps, about 1,6oo of those who are Re

publicans, but they do not always vote the straight Republican ticket; they do 
a good deal of scratching. 

"Q. What has been the usual Republican majority in that county since you 
have known ofits political a.ffairs? . 

"A. It bas ranged all the way from 500 to 2,000 majority. I think in a fair 
election, where there would be no bulldozing, that our majority would be 2,000, 
about " (pQ£es 215, 216). . 

In preparation for the election of that year the Republicans presented a. full 
ticket for county officers, and the opposition, under the name of the People's 
ticket, included the Democrats a.nd such adherents as, for the nonce, could be 
incorporated wit.h them. The Republican ticket was as follows: 

" [Republican ticket.] 

''For governor, A. M: Cochran ; for lieutenant-governor, Lock McDaniel; fur 
comptroller, J. M. Brown; for land commissioner, A. Za.deck; for a.ttomey-a-en
eral, C. W.Johnson; for Sta.te treasurer. Frank Cleaves; for justice supreine 
court, W. H. Burkh:ut,; for superintendent of public instruction, Henry Cline; 
for Congress, J.D. Rankin; for representative, seventy-seoond district; Dennis 
Farr; for representative, seventy-first district, ,V. H. Blount; for district attor
ney, twenty-first di'5trict, C. C. Lockett; for count~ judge, Carl Schutze; for 
county attorney, .A.. W. Wilder; for district clerk,J. <J. Hewitt; for county clerk, 
C. C. Bryan; for cotmty assessor, Joe Hoffmann; for county oollector, W i1liam 
Ehlert; for sheriff, Faul Fricke; for county treasurer, T. J.Lockett; for justice 
of the peace, precinct No.4, B. C. Anderson; for constable, precinct No.4, D. E. 
Teague; for commissioner, William Holle .. " 

The testimony does not show the whole of the oppositien ticket,. but for Con
gressman and the principal local county officers these names were upon that 
tioket: For Congress, Roger Q,. Mills; for county judge, Lafayette Kirk; for 
county attorney, B.S. Rogers; for county clerk, Hugh M. Lewis; for sheriff, N. 
E. DeYer. · 

An effort made at the counly election in 1884 to overcome the Republican ma· 
jority by a combination on the part of the opposition on the canvMs of the votes 
was declared successful. In 1885 the contest was vehement;and the opposition 
bent upon a desperate struggle with the Republicans for continual supremacy 
in the county, and for the permanent retention of the offices. 

The canvass was conducted with much severity on the part of the opposition, 
the whole project of its success turning upon preliminary intimidation of the 
colored voters and violent denunciation of white Republicans as agitators, in
cendiaries, and dangerous to the peace of the community. 

All this might have given no great occasion for public or serious notice ha.d 
not the grave occurrences of the election itself given importance to these pre
liminary agitations as leading to them, and as justifying or palliating in the 
minds of the guilty their crimes on election day. 

Out of t.he testimony as to the traits of the canvass which are above stated, 
the committee presents some distinct evidence on the subject. 

Adam Newell, in the criminal trial of Kirk and others, testified as follows 
(see page 726) : 

"Q_ ' Vbete did you live in November, 1886? 
"A. I don' t know nothing about the years. 
"Q_ 'Vhere did you live last year? 
"A. In Washington County. 
'' Q. Do you remember the last election'! 
"A. Yes, sir· I know when it was. ::.Q. Do yo:u know any of these defendants here at the bar? 

.A. Yes. s1r. 
'' Q. 'Vhich one do you know? . 
"A. Sligh. I don't know anybody else that I know of. 
"Q. Do you know Tolen? 
".A. I don't know. 
"Q. Do you know Rout? 
"A. Yes, sir; I know Jod~to Rout. 
" Q,. Is he here'! 
"A. Yes, sir; yonder. 

"Q. State what you know about him, if anything, on the day of the election, 
before or after. 

"A. I was not there the day of election. 
"Q. Did he talk to you about the election? 
"A. Yes, sir; that was my reason for not being there. I met him in Chapel 

Bill, and he says, 'Adam,' says he, 'we have been after you a long time to vote 
our way and you would not do it, and the election comes off next week, and 
you have to vote the way I say or I will kill you.' I said,' You have been a 
f.riend to me and vou tell me the way to vote and I will do it.' He. said lie 
wanted me to vote for Rogers and the others, and I bad heard be said he wanted 
to kill, and I wanted time to get away; so I promised to vote as he said. I came 
up here and I went back Tuesday night and hauled in corn for his brother. 
Rout came·along and he asked me who I had voted for. I said I was mighty 
sorry, but I could not get to vote at all. I let on to him I could not get to vote. 
I said my son wrote to me from Richmond that he was very sick and that I 
could not come back in time. He said, 'By God, that is all that saved you, but 
we beat the election.'" 

S. A. Hackworth testifies as follows (see pages 231, 232): 
:: Q. You ~ade speeches there during the campaign 'l 

A. Yes,su. 
"Q. You addressed white audiences as well as colored audiences? 
"A. Yes, sir; we had several mixed ~qeetings. 
"Q. Did you make any speech during that campaign which was calculated or 

intended to create any race excitement or prejudice among the negroes against 
the whites? 

".A. No, sir; right to the oontrary • .All the speeches I made I think were cal
culated to bring abeutandkeep up a spirit of good feeling between both races. I 
was as much int~rested as any white citizen in the country in ·seeing that done. 

"Q. You did not make any speech that could be "fairly called an incendiary 
BP,~ech'! . 

A. No,s1r. • 
'• Q. Or any speech other t-han the ordinary Republican speeches in behalf of 

your party'! . _ 
"A. Judge Kirk may have called it a.n incendiary sp~:~ech, because it was 

against him. We showed about the theft of the school fund and made it pretty 
plain that these stealings bad occurred with his knowledge. That was about 
the most incendiary speech that we had made. 

"Q,. That is the first we have heard about that. What is there about that? 
W..lfB it durin_g Judge Kirk's administrat-ion? 

A. Yes, s1r. 
"Q. J s it possible? What was there of it? 
"A. 'Ve got a. certificate of the county treasurer. I do not know whether Mr. 

lioffmann has it or. not. We have the statement here. Jn the firet place, Judge 
Kirk has charge of the free schools and issues vouchers to the school teachers. 
These vouchers are signed by him and have his seal of office placed on them, 
and then the teacher can go and draw his money. There were seve.ral forged 
vouchers found out by the county treasurer. Forged vouchers had been drawn 
on the county treasurer and had been paid by him, and Judge Kirk's name was 
signed to those-vouchers, and soweJI signed that even the county treasurer him
self believed it was Judge Kirk's genuine signature. The strange feature was 
that these forged vouchers had the county seal on them. We showed this, be
cause we had a certificate from the oounty treasurer, and I told Judge Kirk at 
several of our meetings about it. He oomplained of the attack I was going to 
make on him. I told Judge Kirk that I was going to charge him with the re
sponsibility for the theft of money from the school fund, and that he should de
fend himself the best he oould. We charged that all the way through the can
vass, and it is published in Mr. Schutze's paper, and I believe that is another 
reason why Judge Kirk and his friends were determined· he should not go out 
of office. I should not be surprised if there was quite a large amount of the 
school fund missing. :J: think there has a great deal of fraud gone on. But we 
only know that there was a. Jot of money stolen by forged vouchers. 

"Q,. How much altogether? 
"A. Three or four hundred dollars; I think tha.twas all he could get hold of. 

"By Mr. EVARTS: 

"Q. That was the topic insisted on? 
"A. Yes,sir; thatwastheonlyincendiaryspeechtha.twasmade. JudgeKirk 

got very angry several times, and I suppose he called it ' incendiary.' Well, 
during the whole canvass they had a certain lot of men, men who were charged 
with murder, and were under indictment for murder,;who went around with 
them, and those men were armed, 

"By Mr. SPOONER! 

"Q,. Who do you mean? 
"A. I mean Judge Kirk, Mr. Rogers, and the Democrats. 
"Q_ W e.re they at your meetings? 
"A. Yes, sir; they were at all our meetings with armed men. 
"Q. Attended your meetings, Republican meetings? 
"A. Yes, sir; they would come to our meetings and demand a division of tho 

time. 
"Q,. Wbo else beside Judge Kirk did that? 
"A. Judge Kirk and Mr. Rogers were the leading men. 
'' Q. And these armed men with them? 
"A. Yes, sir; these armed men were with them. 
"Q. How many such men? · 
"A. I think they generally carried about six or· seven men with them. 
"Q. How did you know they were armed? 
"A. We saw the weapons. 
"Q. Revolvers? 
"A. Yes, sir; and six-shooters, some of them. 
"Q. What sort of men were they? 
"A. Some were white and some were colored men; some were under indict

ment for murder. Mr. John Taylor wM one. He did not attend all the meet• 
ings, but he attended the meetings held at Chapel Hill precinct. He was under 
indictment for murder. A colored man named Sloan was under indictment for 
murder in 'Va.shington precinct. and they had another man under indictment 
for murder, Mr. John Ewing. These men were completely in their power and 
were rea.dy and willing to do their bidding. At one of the meetings at Cedar 
Hill one of our men drew a pistol on them and it broke up the meeting. There 
were n. lot or Germans in the meeting, and they withdrew from the meeting 
and waited until Judge Kirk went away, and we called a meeting, after they 
had gone, outside of the house, and I made my talk to them there. And at 
Chapel Hill on another occasion I was informed Lhat pistols were drawn on me 
while I was on the stand, and I know I was cursed by their bulldozers. 

"Q. You mean to say, then, there was something of intimidation among the 
Democratic leaders prior to election day? 

"A. Yes, sir . 
"Q. At Republic:;an meetings? 

::(i. };~·;~~divide the time with Judge Kirk at any of those meetings? 
"A. Yes, sir; we had it to do. 
:: Q. That ~as compulsory? 

A. Yes,s1r. 
"Q. It was demanded? 
"A. Yes, sir (pages 231, 232). 

•.' 
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"On page 232 of my evidence appears another error, in which I am reported to 
say that at one of the meetings at Cedar Hill one of our men drew a pistol on 
them and it broke up the meeting. I wish this corrected, for I said that at one 
of the Republican meetings held at Cedar Hill one of the bulldozers drew a pis
tol on me, but one of our men prevented him from shooting me, This broke 
up the meeting (page 620). 

"Q. Up to the time of the election there were no notices given to Republicans 
to leave the county? 

"A. No, sir; the Democrats felt certain they would beat us without resorting 
to violence, I think; at least we were unmolested. But perhaps if the Repub
licans had resented the ins)1lts that we often received at these meetings t here 
would have been violence; but we took the insults and went right straight along 
with our speeches. I believe there was some violence; I came very near for
getting that. On the day we held our Republican convention in Brenham some 
of Judge Kirk's colored friends came up there and raised a dist urbance. They 
beat one or two colored men over their beads with six-shooters when they came 
down on the street, and one colored man was fined for carrying a six-shooter, 
and Judge Kirk very promptly paid his fine for him, so I was informed. There 
was violence then. 

"By Mr. EvARTS: 
"Q. What day was this? 
"A. That was on t he day when we had our Republican convention. They 

tried to break it up and prevent us from nominating a ticket. They did tha t by 
sending armed colored men there to provoke difficulties. Pistols were drawn 
there in the convention room by those colored Democrats, and after the conven
tion adjourned some of the colored men came on the streets and were brut-ally 
beaten over the head by Democratic freedmen with pistols, and one colored 
man was arrested by the city marshal, and Judge Kirk would not permit h im 
to be examJned on the charge of carrying a pistol on the streets by the city mar
shal, but took him back in his office, and I understand that Judge Kirk after
wards paid the fine of this negro in the mayor's court (page 237}. 

J. L. Moore testifies as follows (see page 518) : 
'' Q. You say that the Republicans would have had a large majority in the 

county if it were not for bulldozing? 
"A. Aside from improper influences and bulldozing they might 'have used 

against them they would have had a large majority. 
"Q. Did not the Democrats carry that county in 1884? 
"A. Well, yes, sir. 
"Q. Was there any trouble of any kind or any disturbance except at the 

Chapel Hill poll? 
"A. I think there was a good deal of bulldozing, as there generally is when 

there is an election. 
• • Q. Do you mean to say that the colored people were bulldozed in 1884? 
"The WITNESS. Do you ask me if they were? 
"Mr. EusTIS. You said they were. 
"A. I said generally at all elections in Washington County there are more or 

less improper influences brought to bear on the colored people. 
"Q. You used the word bulldozing or intimidaUon? 
"A. Yes, sir; bulldozing. 
"Q. What bulldozing? . 
" A. It is done in various ways; there are a great many colored men who own 

their own farms, and a great number of them are employed by white people 
and Democrats. These colored people that. the Democrats hire for wages, the 
male portion of them, as a. general rule, are compelled, under threats of losing 
their positions, to vote the Democratic ticket." 

POLLs IN CHAPEL HILL DISTRICT. 

In order to appreciate the occurrences in one of the precincts of Chapel Hill 
at the elect ion of 1886, it is necessary to advert to the transactions at the polls 
there at the election of 1884. 

At that election the ballot-boxes then in the possession of the officers of elec
tion, being colored men, were" raided" at 3 or 4 o'clock in the morning after 
the day of election by masked and armed men. Three of these colored officers 
of election were- shot, and one of them died of his wounds, but the other two 
recovered. 

One of these men, by hiding with the ballot-boxes under the table, was able 
to escape, and the ballots were brought in and counted and returned. No efforts 
were made apparently to discover or punish the actors in this outrage and 
murder. 

In preparation of the election of 1886 Chapel Hill district was divided into three 
precincts, and one of the polllng places was known as Chadwick's Gin. The 
polls were not opened here at the election of November 2,1886. 

There was a large attendance of colored voters ready and desirous t-o vote the 
Republican ticket. Mr. J. l\L Nicholson, a white man and a Democrat, and en
listed in the success of the "People's ticket," attended with proper papers and 
stated his readiness to open the polls if a. necessary number of competent men 
to conduct the election would volunteer. He declined to serve in the number, 
assigning as an excuse that he was suffering from neuralgia. The voters staid 
about the polls through the day in the hope of being able to vote. Mr. Nichol
son staid there himself through the day. 

His statem ents are that there were not enough men, black and white. compe
tent in intelligence and ability to read and write, to make up the necessa.rv 
number. The colored men declined to undertake it. There were sundry white 
men attending there armed. Some colored men bad been advised not to take 
part in the election. Others showed an nnwillingnesstoundertakethe conduct 
of the election unless some white men we.re in the board. 

Apparently the occurrences at the last election were understood by all, and it 
seems to the committ.ee'tha.t there would have been no difficulty in organizing a 
competent board if the white men had wished it organized and had been w illing 
to share in that duty, but that the colored men were afraid to expose them
selves to the perils of the service if unsupported by the participation of white 
men. The failure to hold the polls at this precinct, the committee thinks, is 
chargeable to the leaders of the opposition ticket, and in that interest, with the 
motive to discourage and suppress the Republican vote there, and to the colored 
Republican voters being unwilling to expose themselves to the fate which was 
visited upon the colored judges of the election at Chapel IDll in 1884. A few ex
tracts from the testimony are cited on this point. 

A. G. Scott (colored} testifies (see pages 70, 71): 
"Q. Did you go to the Chadwick polling place? 
"A. I went there that morning. 
"Q. What time in the day? 
"A. It was soon after 8 o'clock, I suppose; I do not know exactly. It was 

after 8 when I left home, and it was probably 8.15 when I got there. 
" Q. Is that a. Republican polling place? 
"A. They say it is in the majority. 
"Q. Is that the place at which agood many colored Republicans vote? 
"A. Yes, sir; there were a good many around there that morning when I 

passed by there. 
" Q. Were the polls open? 
"A. No, sir; they were not open. 
"Q.. Do you know whether they were open that day or not? 

"A. They were not, I suppose. I passed by there that morning, and they 
were not open. 

"Q. How many colored men were there-voters? 
"A. I never counted them. They were lying around there. I suppose be

tween 65 and 70. 
"Q. Do you mean to say there were 65 or 70 colored Republicans waiting 

there to vote? · 
''A. I suppose so. 
"Q. Do you know why that poll was not opened? 
"A. I asked, that morning when I got there, some of the boys why they were 

not voting, and they said that Mr. Knoxson said he was not &'Oing to preside 
o ver the polls; that they lacked a. man, a judge, of having enouirh. Mr. Charley 
Lockett w as the re. He w as running for district attorney, and he came to me 
a nd said that we could g et a man that would preside. I told him maybe so; 
that I would inquire among the boys; and I asked a man named Jerry Foster, 
a. member of my church, who said he would act, would go in for one; and he 
went around to see if he could get somebody else, and they said they dtd no~ 
want to go in; they feared something would occur like It had at Chapel Hill 
two years ago, and Lockett told them that he would stay there with them. 

"Q. What had happened at Chapel Hill two years ago? 
"A. Three colored men, I believ e . got shot there. 
:: Q. Whilt: acting as officers of the election? 

A. Yes, str. 
"Q. The polls were raided by men in disguise, were they not? 
"A. Yes, sir; they say so. I was not there. 
"Q. And these colored men did not want to act that day for fear of a. repeti

tion of that outrage, did they? 
"A. That is what they said, and Ilefli. I did not stay there more than an hour 

then. I wen t off visiting." 
Richmond Hayden testified as follows in the trial of Kirk and others (see 

pages 698, 699): 
"Q. Where do you live? 
"A. At Chapel Hill. 
"Q. In ·washington County? 
•'A. Yes, sir. 
"Q. Where is your voting place? 
"A. Chapel Hill is the place. 
"Q. Was that the voting place in 1886? 
"A. Yes, sir. 
:: Q. Did ~ou have an election at Chadwick's Gin in 1886? 

A. No, srr. 
"Q. State why you did not; state the facts. 
"A. We a.ll met that day--
" (Objected to by defense as irrelevant.) 
"A. We all met there at 8 o'clock and went down, intending to vote. Nichol

son, the presiding officer, was there; we could get no clerk. Nicholson got the 
law book and went to the boys and said we might open the poll if we had a 
mind to. The party objected. Billingsley said he could not write his nam e, 
and could not sit up at night to count votes. and we could not ge ny other 
man to go on to open vote with. We wanted some white men. 

"Q. What white people did you see there in the morning? 
"A. I saw Ben Rogers, James Nicholson, Walter Hill, Dan Lockhart, and Dr. 

Lockhart. 
"Q. Were any of these defendants there? 
"A. I don't think Sligh was; Joe Bob Rout, and Gergman and Bennett, and 

Traylor were there. 
•• Q. Were any of them armed? 
"A. I think one of them, Mr. Haire, had a six-shooter. 

"By the CHAIRMAN: 
'' Q. Did you see any of these defendants there that day? 
"A. I saw Joe Bob Rout and John Traylor; I don't know whether he had a 

pistol or not. 
"Q. Did anybody talk to you about the election that day? 
"A. No, sir. · 
"Q. Who talked to you the day before? 
"A. Sligh and Rout told me I had better not take part in the election or I 

would get into trouble. They told me this at church that evening. 
"Q. Did he say who would make the trouble? 
"A. He did not say who. 
"Q. Ia tha.t all he said? 
"A. I don't remember anything else; Joe Bob Rout, he told me I had better 

not do anything or I would get into trouble. 
''(Objected to by the defense and objection overruled.) 
"Q. What did Traylor say? 
"A. He took me out to the fence and said that I had better leave here or I 

might get hurt. Moore was making a i!peech on the stand at that time. I told 
him I was doing nothing and had nothing to do with them. He was down at 
Chadwick's Gin, and they were standing around until about 4o'clock, and I left 
them for town. I met some of them going to town. 

"Q. Did you try to open the polls? 
"A. We tried to get enough men to open them." 
J. N. Seales, in the same trial, testified as follows (see pages 700, 701): 
"Q. Where was your voting precinct on November 2, 1886? 
"A. Chadwick's Gin. 
"Q. State now to the court and jury what occurred there that day. 
"A. Well, there Wll8 a grent deal of whites and colored people there; some of 

them asked me about the clerk, and when I saw so many whites there with 
pistols I drew back. I heard Baily Whesnat said to Kirkman that if the polls 
were opened there would be some dead niggers t.h.ere that rught. 

"Q. Were the polls opened that day? 
"A. No, sir. 
"Q. Who did you see with the pistols? . 
"A. I saw Kirkman and Rogers and Herring. Everyone had a pistol. 
"Q. Were they together or 15eparate? 
"A. Sometimes together and sometimes sep.a.rate. They were there the best 

part of the day. They went away and came back. 
"Q. That was on the 2d of November, 1886? 
"A. Yes, sir." 

POLLS AT LOTT'S STORE. 

This was a. strong Republican precinct. The election was quiet and not in
terfered with. The votes cast for the Republicans were 156, those for the oppo
sition were 33. The latter were all white and Democratic, and the former all Re
publican. The clerk of thP. election. a. Democrat, after the count, started with a 
companion to take the ballot and the tally-sheets to Brenham, to make the re
turn there in accordance with his duty. This was on the day after the election, 
and, as they were nearing Brenham, after dark, three armed and masked men 
stopped the carriage and demanded, under threats to fire, the surrender of the 
ballot-box and tally-sheets. The clerk refused to hand over the ballot-box n.nd 
the armed men took it from the carriage. The y then r equired the delivery of 
the tally-sheets and the clerk gave them up. The clerk reported th1s transa.ct.ion 
to the county clerk and the judge, both of whom were on the opposition, Lewis 
and Kirk, but nothing was done about it, and the vote at Lott' s Store was thus 
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'suppressed. The clerk of the election, Mr. C. P. Spann, states the seizure of the 
ballot-box as follows: 

"TESTIMONY OF C. P. SPANN (pages7 and 8), 
"C. P. Spann, hn.ving been duly sworn, was interrogated as follows: 

"By Mr. TELLER: 
"Q. What is your name? 
"A. C. P. Spann. 

"By Mr. SPOONER: 
"Q. Where do you reside? 
"A. In Washington County, Texas. 
"Q. At what place? 
"A, At a place called Lott's Store; that fs our post-office. I reside in the 

co.?Q.~~at is your business? 
"A. I am a farmer. 
"Q. How long have you resided in Texas? 
"A. I was born and raised there, and have lived there for thirty-five or thirty-

six years. 
"Q. What are your politics, a Democrat or a Republican? 
"A. I am a Democrat. 
"Q. How many election precincts are there in that county of Washington~ 
"A. I can not tell you how many there are in the oonnty; It~ there are 

about six or seven boxes in that precinct. ::Q. You D?ean in the precinct that you live in? 
A. Yes, sir. 

"By Mr. TELLER: 
"Q. Do you call that Lott's precinct? 
"A. No, sir; that is Lott's Store. 

By Mr. SPOONER: 

"Q. What is the name of this precinct? 
"A. It is called Precinct No. L 
"Q. How many voting places were there in that precinct? 
"A. I think there are six; the one I was at was the fifth, and think there was 

another one. 
" Q. The one yon were at was at Lott's Store? 
'

1 A. Yes, sir; at Lott's Store. 
" Q. Were ;vou one of the officers? 
"A. Yes, su. . ::Q. You h~ a general election there on the 6th of November last? 

A. Yes, sir. 
"Q. An election for what officers? 
"A. For county and State officers. 
"Q. And for members ofOongress? 
"A. Yes, sir· for members of Congress also. 
"Q. What official function were you called upon to discharge at that election? 
"A. I think I was a clerk; yes, I was a clerk. There were three managers 

and two clerks. 
"Q. Are there negro voters in that precinct? 
"A. Yes, sir; there are both whites and negroes. 
"Q. Be kind enough to state to the committee what proportion of the votes 

cast at that box were white and what proportion were colored. 
"A. There were 189 votes cast altogether; 156 Republican votes and 33 Demo-

cratic votes, or what was called votes for the People's ticket. 
'

1 Q. What proportion was the white vote to the colored vote? 
"A. The votes for the People's ticket, the 33 votes, were Bll white. 
"Q. And the remainder were colored? 
"A. Yes sir. 
"Q. And the colored men vote\1 the Republica.n ticket? 
"A. Yes,sir; a straight Republican ticket. 
"Q. When does your election end there; at sundown? 
"A. At 6 o'clock in the evening. 
"Q. Did you have, ai\er the closing of the polls, anything to do with the 

counting of the vote? 
"A. Yes, sir; I ma.de out a tally-sheet and kept an account of the votes. 
" Q. How many tally-sheets do you make there? 
"A. We make three. One the presiding officer keeps, one is delivered to the 

county clerk, and one to the county judge. 
"Q. Who was presiding judge of election? I understand you have such an 

officer. 
"A. Yes, sir; my father was the presiding officer. 
"Q. How do you make your return of elections there? 
"A. We deliver one tally-sheet and the ballot-box to the county clerk, and 

another tally-sheet to the county judge. 
"Q. Do you have anything to do with the return, with the making of there

turn? 
"The WITNESS. Do you mean carrying the box? 
::1\fr. SPOO~ER. Yes. 

A. Yes, Sir. 
'' Q. State to the committee what you had to do with that. 
"A. I started to carry the box from Lott's Store to Brenham on the 3d of 

November; I left home, I reckon, about 3 or 4 o'clock in the afternoon. 
"Q. Who was with you? 
"A. The young man who has just left here, Marshall Booker; I asked him to 

go along. ;;Q. That 'Yas the next day after the election? 
A. Yes, s1r. 

"Q. He went with you at your request? 
"A. Yes, sir; when we got to Independence, about 10milesdistant,wefound 

that-our buggy was broken, and we stopped there and borrowed a hack, and 
got supper while they were getting the hack ready. and then started on to 
Brenham, and when we had gotten to 2l or 3 miles from Independence we were 
stopped by three masked men who were armed. 

"Q. What time was this? 
"A. It was between 8 and 9 o'clock at night, I reckon. 
"Q. Those men were armed, you say? 
"A. Yes, sir; they had two pistols, and a Winchester or shotgun, I could not 

tell which at night. 
"Q. Were they disguised at all? . 
"A. Yes; they had handkerchiefs tied across the lower part of their faces, 

and their hats were pulled down over their foreheads. · 
"Q. Was ita light or a dark night? 
"A. As near as I can remember it was a moonlight night. I think it was 

cloudy, and think they stopped us in a shady lane, which made it almost dark. 
11 Q. What did they say to you? 
"A. One of them stepped out in front of the horses and told us to hold up, and 

we stopped. I asked him what the meaning of it was, and he said that they 
wanted the ballot-box. He said he knew I had it, and that it wasjostas well 
to give it to him without making any disturbance or having any fuss about it. 
1 told them that they had the drop on me, and that I could not make any re
sistance; that! would not give it to them, but thatthey could take U. He said, 

'By God, he could do that,' and. he just reached his hand into the boggy and · 
took it out. Then he told me he wanted the tally-sheets, and I gave those to 
him, and he told us then we could drive on. 

"Q. Did they ask for anything else? 
"A. No, sir; they did not ask for anything else. 
"Q. What did you do after that? 
"A. I drove right on to Brenham, and got there about ll.30 o'clock at night. 

It was too late then to report to the county judge or to the clerk, but the next 
morning I went out and reported t_he facts to both of those officers. 

"Q. To whom did you report? 
"A. First I went to the county cler~'s office and reported to the ~lerk, Mr. 

Lewis, and then I went to the county JUdge's office and reported to him. 
"Q. What did he say? 
"A. He said he su:pposed I could not help it. I told him no; that the men 

were armed, and I did not propose to run any risk on it." 
Marshall Booker testifies as follows on this point tsee pages 4, 5, and 6): 

"TESTIMONY OF 1\IARSHALL BOOKER (page 4). 
"Marshall Booker, having been duly sworn, was interrogated as follows: 

~~By Mr. SPOONER: 

"Q. Where do you reside? 
"A. I live at Independence, Washington County, Texas. 
"Q. What is your a~e? 
"A. I am twenty-six years old. 
"Q. How long have you lived in Texas? 
"A. I have been in Texas thirteen years. 
"Q. How long have you lived in Washington County? 
1

' A. Ever since I have been there in tQ.e State. 
"Q. What is your business? 
"A. I am a farmer. 
"Q. What are your politics? , 
"A. Well, I am not a politician by any means. Whenever I vote I mix my 

vote pretty well ; it is owing to the man who is running for office. 
"Q. Where did you v-ote? 
".A.. At Lott's post-office, which is about 12 miles from Independence. 
:: Q. Did y_ou hav-e anything to do with the election? 

.A. No, srr. 
"Q. Did you have anything to do with the ballot-boxes? 
"A. I went with Mr. Spann-he asked me to go with him-t-o Brenham to 

·make his returns. 
"Q. When was that? 
"A. That was on the 3d of November. 
;: Q. The d~y after the election? 

A. Yes, str. 
"Q. Who is Mr. Spann? 
"A. Mr. C. P. Spann is a farmer living there, living close by Lott's post-

office. 
"Q. Did he have any official connection with the election! 
"A. He was one ene of the judges. 
"Q. What did he ask you to do? 
"A. He asked me if I would not go to Brenham w1th him, as he had t-o make 

the returns; and I have a brother living there, and I thought it a very good 
chance to see him, and so I went. 

"Q. Did be have in his custody, do you know, any ballot-box used on ele<> 
tion day, while be was going to Brenham? 

"A. Yes, sir; he had the box. He had to make the returns. 
:: Q. Did h~ take the box along with him? 

A. Yes,s1r. 
:: Q. He w~ taking the ballot-box to Brenham. was he? 

A. Yes, str. 
"Q. Did you go with him? 
"A. Yes sir. 
"Q. What happened, if anything, on the way? What time in the day was it 

that you started? 
"A. I suppose when we started it was about 4 o'clock. 
" Q. In the afternoon? 
"A. Yes, sir. 
"Q. How did you go? 
"A. We lefl Mr. Lott's, the post-office at Mr. Lott's, in a buggy. 
"Q. This election was held at what is called Lott's Store? 
"A. Yes, sir; at Lott!sStore. 
"Q. You may proceed. 
"A. I put in one of my horses and he put in one of his, and we stopped at In· 

dependence. When we got there we lost the tap off the bolt of the single-tree 
that holds the single-tree to the double-tree. 

'' Q. No matter about that. 
"A. And we stopped at my brother's to get his hack to go on to Brenham In, 

and I suppose it was about sundown when we got there. 
"Q. It was about sundown when you got where? 
"A. When we got to Independence. 
"Q. How far is IndependenC'e from Lott's Store? 
"A. I think it is about 9 or 10 miles. 
"Q. Proceed. 

· "A. We ate supper, and when we got through supper and had fed up our 
horses, we hitched right up and started for Brenham. 

'
1 Q. When was this, on the 3d? 

"A. Yes, sir; it was on the 3d. When we passed Independence, about 2 
miles'- I suppose, three armed men came out under the shade of the trees and 
haltea us and told us to hold up. 

"Q. Whatdid they say? 
"A. They just walked out and said, 'Hold up.' l't'fr. Spann asked them, he 

says, • Wliat does this mean? 1 One of them said, 'I want that ballot-box.' 
"Q. Who said that? 
"A. One of the armed men. Mr. Spann didn't say anything then. 'Well,' 

he says, 'we want it.' He says, 1 Hold your guns on them.' There were two 
pistols and a Winchester, I took it to be. I don't know whether they were six 
or seven shooters, but there were two pistols. 
- "Q. Was each man armed? 

"A. Yes, sir; each man was armed and masked, and one said to the other 
1 Stand on the opposite side and hold your gun on t.hem.' Mr. Spann says, • i 
will not give up the box. ' The man said, ')Vell, we will have it.' Mr. Spann 
said, 'If you will, you will haYe to take it; I will not give it up.' Then one of 
them said, 1 Well, by God, I can take it.' The box was down in front of us under 
the seat, right in the front of the hack, and he reached his hand in and took it 
out. Then he said, 1 We want the tally-sheets,' and Mr. Spann put his hand 
ba()k to get them out, and the man said, 1 We do not w11.nt any disturbance.' 
Then :Mr. Spann pulled them out and handed him one, and be said, 1 I think 
there is another,' and he handed him a second one, and he said, 1 Well, I believe 
there ought to be another.' Mr. Spann said, 'I have no other.' 'Well,' he said, 
1 drive on' somewhere, and so we drove on. 

"Q. They took the ballot-box, did they? 
"A. Yes, sir; they took the ballot-box. 
"Q. And the tally-sheets? 
"A. Yes, sir. 

·I 
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"Q. Did they ask for anything besides the ballot-box and tally-sheets? 
"A. That was all they asked for. 
"Q. Did you know who they were? 
"A. No, sir; I did not. , 
"Q. Do you know whether they were white men or not? 
"A. No, sir; I can not say whether they were white or black, because they 

were masked. 
"Q. Were their hands masked? 
"A. I can not say tha~ they were or that they were not. 
"Q. How dark was it? . 
"A. The moon was shining, but this was under the shade of the trees. 
"Q. What sort of masks did they have on? 
"A. They had handkerchiefs over their faces and hats pulled down over their 

foreheads. , 
"Q. What did you do then? 
"A. Mr. Spann drove on. We just drove on to Brenham and reported. 
"Q. Who did you report to? 
"A. To Hugh Lewis, the county clerk, and to Judge Kirk, the judge of that 

eounty. 
"Q. Do you mean this gentleman who iB here [indicating]? 
"A. Yes, sir; I believe he is eounty judge. I do not know. 
"Q. What did you report to him? 

lo;~t,xW:a~eS~~~!J~d~f~s~ere halted by three masked men and that the bal

" Q. What did he say? 
".A. I do not know what he said now. 
"Q. Do you know the proportion or colored and white voters in that pre-

cine'? . 
'"A. No, sir; I do not. 

"By Mr. EUSTIS: 

" Q. You say you voted at Lott's post-office precinct? 
"A. Yes, sir. 
"Q. Was it or not a quiet and orderly election at that precinct? 
"A. Yes,sir; itwasso. 
"Q. Was there any disturbance of any kind at that precinct? 
"A. Not a particle. 
:: Q. Was ~here any intimidation of any kind towards any voters? 

.A. No, sir. 
:: Q. Ever~ body voted freely and as he wa_nted to? 

A. Yes, s1r. 
"Q. Were you a~Lott's Store during the whole day until the polls olosed? 
"A. Yes, s:ir. • , 
"Q. If any voter at that precinct wanted to vote the Republican ticket~could 

he not do it with freedom and without molestation just the same as any JJemo
c~t would ~o? 

.A. Yes,s1r. 
"MI. EusTIS. That is all I desire to ask." 

THE POLLS AT GBABALL'S. 

This was a strong Republican precinct and the colored people were there 
some 5 to 1 of the whites. The election proceededquie~ly, and while the count 
was going on, and it had been ascertained that the votes cast were 047 and they 
bad counted and strung all the votes but 96, which were still in the ballot-box 
three armed and masked men entered the room, called the judges to "hold up,'; 
and at the point of the pistol seized the ballot-box, the string of votes, and one 
of the tally-sheets. The ballot-box they carried away, and while still in the 
room they tore up the votes and the tally-sheet they seized, The tally-sheet 
which one of the judges had t·etained was carried to Brenham and delivered to 
the county judge, Lafayette Kirk. 'there is some indistinctness, from conftict 
and obscurity in the testimony, as to the exact state of the poUs. · 

The committee, however, thinks that there was a maJority or something like 
100 for the straittht Republican t!cket among the votes strung, and that all bal
lots remaining m the box were Republican. Not long before the "raid" upon 
the ba!Jot-box, a promi.Bent Demo<>rat had entered the room o.nd conferred with 
one of the Democratic judges, and read -B note to him and left it with him, the 
contents of which the committee was not able to ascertain. The manner in 
which the seizure of the votes and the ballot-box was made is shown in the tes
timony, as follows: 

"TESTDlONY OF WILLIAM X. SHAW. 

"William M. Shaw (colored), having been duly sworn, was interro~ted u 
fu~~= . 

.. By Mr. SPOO!i"EB.: 

"Q. How old are you? 
"A. I will be twenty-four in about the 8th of March, coming. 
" Q . Where do you live? 
".A. In Washington County, Texas. 
"Q. How long have you lived there? 
"A. I was raised there; all my life. 
"Q. What do you do for a living? 
".A. I am farming. 
"Q . .Are you a married man? 
".A. Yes, sir. 
"~ What are you in politics, a Republican or Democrat? 
"A. I am a Republican. 
"Q. At what polling place do you vote? 
"A. At GrabaU's. 
:: Q. Were ~ou there at the election on the 2d of November last? 

A. Yes,s1r. 
"Q. Do you know how many votes were cast at that polling place? 
"A. Three hundred and forty-seven. 
"Q. About how many of that number were Republican, and how many of 

tbe People's ticket? 
".A. I think there were about 60 for ,the Democratic ticket. 
"Q. By that you mean the People's ticket whioh was running at that time ? 
"A. I mean the Democratic ticket. 
:: Q . .And ~e rest were Republican votes, were they ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 
"Q. How many of these Republican votes were colored votes? 
"A. I suppose all the rest remaining were colored Republican Uckets. 
"Q. Do you mean to say that the most of tbe Republicans who voted at that 

pr,~cinct wer~ colored men? 
A. Yes,su. 

' ' Q. The white men were Democrats, generally? 
"A. Well, some few colored voted in with them. It amounted to about 60 

tickets. 
"Q. That is, the white and colored Democrats amounted to 60 tickets? 
"A. Yes, sir; and those scratched, t.oo. 
"Q. And the others were straight Republicans? 
".A. Yes, sir; ri~~:ht straight through. 
:: Q. Were ~ou one of the officers of that election? 

.A. Yes, su. 
"Q. What were you? 
.,.A. Judge. 

"Q. PresidingjudgeT 
•• .A No sir 
;; Q. On~ o~ the side judges? 

A. Yes, str. . 
"Q. What happened at that election? 
"A. Well, the box was taken. f 
"Q. Tell us all about 1t in your own way: what time of the day it was and all 

about it. 
"A. I could not exactly tell the hour, but it was two or three hours before 
d~ I 

"Q. Do you mean after the polls closed? I 
"A. Oh, no, sir; it was way A.fter the polls was closed; it was past midnight. 

I mean about two hours and a half, I think~ before day. 
"Q. The election went along quietly all aay? 
"A. Yes, sir. · 
::Q. Then ~ter the polls closed you took a count of the votes? 

A. Yes, sn. . 
"Q. Who were the officers with you there tbat day? 
"A. Ed. Brown was one. 
:: Q. Was ~e colored? 

A. Yes, s1r. 
"Q. Who else? 
"A. Ben Aubrey. 
~· Q. Was he colored? 
"A. No, sir: he was white. 
"Q. A Republican or Democrat? 
"A. A Democrat. 
"Q. Who else? 
"A. There was Paul Connell. 
"Q. Was he a. white man or a colared man? 
"A. A white man. 

• :: Q. And a. Democrat? 
A. Yes,s1r. 

" Q. Who else? 
"A. There was Butcher; his first name I am not acquainted with. 
"Q. Vvas he a colored or a white man. 
"A. He was a. white man. 
'' Q. And a Democrat? 
"A. Well, he said he didn't Yote for nobody; that was what he said. 
"Q. \Vho else was there'! 
"A. And I, William Shaw. 
:; Q. There. were only two colored men, then, on that board? 

A. Yes, sir. ::Q. You a:r.d Ed. Brown? 
A. Yes, su. 

"Q. And the other three were white men and Democrats? 
"A. Yes. sir. · 
"Q. What time did you commence counting the votes-when the polls closed? 
"A. Yes, sir. · • 
"Q. Aud you kept counting unti1 3 o'clock in the morning? 
".A. Yes: until about 3 o'clock in the night. ·::Q. Had ~ou finished the count .a.t that time? 
A. No, s1r. 

"Q. What made the count so slow? 
"A. Well, we were going along, and Mr. Connell he stated that it would be ' 

best to pick ou~ the D emocratic tickets and People's tickets, you know-those 
that 'vere marked-and then after that we would tltlly by fives. He Maid that 
we would get along faster. 

"Q. So you went tbrough all the ballots and picked out the Democratic or 
People's ticket, and then picked out the Republican tickets. 

"A. Yes; we were on them. 
"Q. You were picking them out? . 
".A. \Ve had done tallied up these Democratic or People's ticketa. 
:: Q. Had ~ou began to tally the Republican tickets? 

A. Yes, s1r. 
"Q. But had not finished them? 
"A. No,sir. 
•• Q. Then what happened? 
"A. WeU, the box was taken. 
"Q. Who took it and how was it taken? 
"A. I don't know, sir; but there were some white men who took it. 
;; Q. Did t~e men come into the room? 

A. Yes, Sir, 
"Q. Well, tell us about it. How.many men! . 
"A. Mr. Calloway, he brought in a note and called MI. Connell away. 
"Q. Who was M<r. Calloway? 
".A. Mr. Milton CalJoway. 
"Q. Was he a Democrat? 
"A. I do not know. :;Q. Was ~e a white man? 

.A. Yes, str. . . 
"Q. Mr. Conqell went out then, did he? . 
"A. Yes, sir; off on the back-well, fully as far, I suppose, as it is to that map 

at the side of the room [indicating]. 
"Q. Then what happened 1 
".A. Then he read a note to him. 
"Q. Then Calloway read a note to Connell? 
".A. Yes, and Mr. Connell then called Mr. Butcher and read 1t to him, and 

then brought it back and laid it on the table. 
"Q. Did you see it? 
"A. Yes: I wr.s looking at it, but I didn't get to read it. ::Q. Did Y?U try to read it? 

A. Yes, sir. 
"Q. Did you read any of it? 
".A. No, sh·. 
"Q. 1\'hat pre'"ented your reading it? 
"A. He taken it up and put it in his pocket. 
"Q. Did he jerk it a"·ay? . 
"A . Well, ho raised up that way [indicating] and just held tt up and put it in 

his pocket. 
;;Q. So y~u had no chance to read it? 

A. No, 11r. 
"Q. What happened then? _ 
"A. About a half hour after that three men came in and taken the tickets. 
"Q. What was their appearance; how did they look? 
".A. They had somethmg over their faces, a kind of mask. 
"Q. What sort of hats did they have on? 
"A. One had on a large white hat and the other two had on small hats. 
" Q. How were they dressed? · 
"A. I never noticed their dress. I just looked at them and saw that they were 

masked. 
"Q. Do you know who they were? 
''A. No, sir. . · 
"Q. Were they armed? 
"A. Yes, sir; they presented their pistols and said, 'Hold up, hold up, hold 

up.' ... 
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" Q. Wba.t else did they say? 
"A. Then they grabbed t.he box, and Mr . .Aubrey, he grabbed it and folded it 

In his arms in that way [indicating], and they threw out their hands and grabbed 
hold of the box, and punched the side of liis head that way with a pistol (indi-
cating]. · 

;;Q. And !-<>ok the box away from him? 
A. Yes,sll'. 

"Q. Were all the ballots in the box? 
"A. No, sir; I had strung a right smart of them. 
"Q. There were some ballots in the box? 
"A. Oh, yes, sir. 
"Q. How many? 
"A. There were about 96. . 
"Q. And they were all Republican ballots, were they not? 
"A. Yes, sir; every one right through. 
"Q. What did they do with the box? 
"A. They carried it out of doors. 
'' Q. Did these gentlemen, these Democrats, protest at all or say anything; ihai 

is, Mr. Connell or Mr. Butcher? What did they say or do? 
"A. When they taken the box, at the time they taken the box, they just dis

appeared outside of the door, you know, and Mr. Connell he laughed and said, 
'Boys, what nre you going to do; I wish they had come in &bout two hourB and 
a half ago and taken ibe box. I knowed they were going to do it, anyho,v.' 

" Q. Who said that; Mr. Connell? 
''A. Yes, sir. 
"Q. You say he laughed? 
''A. Y es1 sir; he laughed, and then jumped up and went right out as though 

he was gorng home. . 
"Q. That was the end of that election? 
"A. Yes sir. 
;; Q. And .those votes were not counted? 

A.. No,SJr. 
"Q. What became of the ballots? 
"A. They took those, too. I had those, and they taken those too. 
:: Q. Did y~u have any tally-sheets? 

A.. Yes,su. 
"Q. What became of them? 
"A. They taken those, too; they taken everything. 
"Q. Did they have horses, do you know? 
"A. I did not see them with any horses. 
:: Q. You !?ever saw tho.se ballots any more? 

A. No, Sir. 
;: Q. Nor t~e box? 

A.. No, sir. 
" Q. Had there been some colored people around there during the evening 

before this happened? 
"A. Yes, sir; Henry Gardner, and Wright, and a good many more were 

there. · 
"Q. They were not. there when this thing occurred, were they? 
"A. He told me that after they had taken the box (he was living at father' a) 

how they went down the road. 
:: Q. Bad t~ere been some shooting before this box W&S taken? 

A. Yes, s1r. 
" Q. How long before this box was taken'! 
"A. That was in the first part of t.he night. 
" Q.. They had frightened most of the colored people away from the polls, had 

they not? · 
''A. 'Vel!, when I got out there were not many. I don't know whether they 

ran them off or what. 
"Q. How long before the morning was it when these men eame into the 

room? 
"A. It was a bout two and a half hours before day light. 
"Q.. 'Vhat justice's precinct, if you know, was this GrabaU polling place in? 
"A.. It is precinct No.1 at Graball. 
•· Q. Was that the strongest Republican precinct in the county, do ,You know? 
"A. I do not know. I thosght that Brenham Wall the strongest. 
" Q. It was the largest colored precinct in the county ? 
"A. Yes, sir. · 1 

"Q. That is to say, it was the principal colored precinct of the county? 
"A. Oh, yes, sir. · 
"Q. You heard of other ballot-boxes being raided that day or night, did you 

n~~? . . 
A. Yes, Sir. 

"Q. At J:l'lewellen's? 
"A. Yes, sir; at Flewellen's. 
"Q. And you heard of the ballot-box and tally-sheets from Lott's Store being 

stolen? 
"A. Yes, sir; I heard about that. 
"Q. These things only happened at that election in the colored precincts? 

You did not hear of any such a thing happening in any of the white precincts? 
"A. Ko, sir" (pages 5(}-{)5). 
E. B. Brown (colored), having been duly sworn, was interrogated as follows: 

"By Mr. SPOONER: 

"Q. 'Vheredoyoulive? 
"A.. In 'Vashingt<>n County, in the Stat-e of Texas. 
"Q. 'Vhat is your age? 
"A. I am about forty-five years old. 
"Q. How long have you lived in ·washington County, Texas? 
"A. In Washington County I have lived twenty-one years. I went there in 

the spring of1866. 
"Q. How long have you 1i 'l'ed in Texas? 
"A. Alt<>gether about twenty-six or twenty-seven years. 
"Q. 'Vha.t is your business? 
"A. Farming. 
:: Q. Do Y<?U own land there? 

A. No, s1r. 
"Q. At what polling place do you vote? 
"A. At GrabaU. 
"Q. Did you attend the general election held there on the 2d of li'ovember 

last? 
"A. Yes, sir. 
:: Q. Were rou one of the officers of the election.? 

A.. Yes, sir. 
"Q. What position did you hold there? 
" A. I was a clerk. . . 
"Q. Just tell the committee all about that in your own way; describe everv-

thing that happened. • 
"A. 'VelJ, we counted on up until we got up to that amount, and then three 

men wAlked in. 
"Q. Did anybody come in there before anybody came and took the ballot

box? 
"A. Yes, sir; we had a heap of passing in. 

"Q. Was any note sent in there? 
"A. Yes, sir; Mr. Calloway, Mr. Milton Calloway. 
:: Q. What ~s he-a Democrat? 

A. Yes,sl.l'. 
"Q. Well, what about him? 
"A.. He brought in a note there and called two of the officers from the table. 
"Q. Were they white or colored men 't 
"A. He called two of the white one~;~ from the table, about' as far as from here 

to those chairs (indicating]. We bad a nice, big lamp in there, and we could 
see very well, and he was reading it off to them secretly. I don't know what 
was in it. 

"Q. He was reading in a low tone of voice? 
"A. Yes, sir; he whispered it, so that! didn't know what he said. 
" Q. Did one of those men bring that note and lay it down on the table?. 
"A. Yes, sir; Mr. Butcher; he could not Bee good there in the rear of the 

table; he ga.,ve it to hint, and he brought it before him just so [indicating], and 
spread it out and looked at it, and I was sitting like that gentleman there lindi
cating], and he was sitting at the head of the table, just as I am here, and look
ing dmvn at it, and I sort of peeped a tit; I wanted to get a chance to look at it. 
I don't generally do such things, but !looked thatway,andhe catched my eye, 
like, and he folded It up nicely and put it in his pocket. 

"Q. You did not see it? · 
"A. No, sir; I never got. to see what wa.'i in it. About half an hour after that 

the box was taken. 
"Q. Tell us about that. 
"A. Three white men came there. 
"Q.. How were they dressed? 
"A. All three were dressed pretty much alike, in black suit.<J, and had their 

coate all buttoned up very nicely, and something white over their faces; they 
had it down along here (indicating below the eyes]. 

"Q. Did you know who they were? 
"A.. No sir. 
:: Q. Did ron know any of them? 

A. No,Sll'. 
" Q. Were they armed? • 
"'A. Yes, sir; three ol them had very large pistols and presented them. 
:: Q. Revo~vers? 

A. Yes,str. 
•• Q. What did they do with their pistols? 
"A. They presented them on us and threw them down, and said,' Hold up.' 
"Q. Did they say what they wanted? 
"A.. No, sir; they just said,' Hold up,' and we put our hands down, and I had 

my tally-list before me there, and the box Wall sitting pretty much like that 
stand (indicating), and they grabbed that, and then there was a great etring of 
tickets, and they grabbed them, and grabbed my tally-sheet and Mr. Connell's 
and went kind of sideways ont of the door and slammed the door behind them. 

•• Q. What did these white men do who were officers with you? 
''A. They said if they are going to take it, they wish they had come two hours 

and a. hall' sooner, and then we would have been home asleep iUBtead of sitting 
up all night for nothing. 

•· Q. They did not resist them, did they T 
"A.. Mr. Aubrey grabbed at it a little. 
:: Q. But ~ey t<>ok it from him T 

A .. Yes, sir. 
"Q. Did one of those officers laugh about it? 
"A. Yes, sir; they laughed. · 
"Q.. Which ones laughed? 
"A. Mr. Butcher and Mr. Connell. 
"Q.. They both laughed about it? 
"A. Yes, sir; I do not know their intention in laughing; they may have 

laughed because they were scared or something that way, like myse~ (pages 
5&-61}. 

Mr. Aubrey, a Democrat, who served as an officer or election at GrabaU's, 
tells the same story substantially. 

;: Q. Evi<.l~nc~ has been given here that this box was raided, as they call it 1 
A. Yes, sir; It was. 

"Q. What time Wa! that'! 
"A. The box was captured about 11 o'clock or a litUe after. 
"Q. Eleven o'clock. at night'! 
"A. Yes, sir; I don't know exactly the time. I did not have &ny time-piece 

myself, but I know it was about ll or a little after. I got home a little before 
12, a few minutes before 12, and I lived about a mile and a half from the voting 
place. 

:; Q. Was ~t done by masked men? 
A. Yes,sir. 

11 Q. Did you see them? 
"A. Yes, sir; I saw two of them. Two of them came in the room where we 

were counting the votes, and there was a third one, but he didn't come into the 
room; be stood in the door and never came any further than the door. But 
two of them came in the room. · 

"Q,. Have you ever formed any impression as to who those two men were? 
" A. I could not positively say who they were; I could not tell from the way 

they were masked. That is, I could not swear to them who they were. 
"Q.. I know, but I speak of your impression? 
"A. Well, the only suspicious looking characters that I saw about there that 

day were two men from Brenham who were trying to control the vote. 
"Q. Who were they? 
11 A. Tlile name of one of them was Lockett, and the other was Gilder; Ed. 

Lockett and Lonny Gilder. They were officiating around there that day, 
pretty much all day. 

"By 1\lr. TELLER: 

"Q. You say Lockett was one; who was the other? 
"A. Ed. Lockett and Lonny Gilder. They were trying to influence some 

people to vote. 

"By Mr. EUSTIS: 

"Q. To vote which ticket? 
"A. They were trying to influence them to vote their way. 
" Q. Which way is that? 
"A.. They were Republicans. 
"Q. What is the character of those men ; their general reputation? · 
"A. I am not very well acquainted with either of them, but from what I could 

learn about them they a.re a sort of hangers-on around the county seat at Bren
ham. They are not competent to fill an office, or the people haven't confidence -
in them to put them in, but it seems that they promised them a divide in their 
salary if they will officiate around and control the ignorant people enough to 
get their ticket through. 

"By Mr. TELLER: 

"Q. Youaretellingsomethingyoubaveheard; you don't pretend to know it? 
"A.. 1 only bear this. I saw them there officiating around. · 
"Q. But you beard they had agreed todividewith them; you:donotknow U? 
"A.. No, sir; I have only heard that. 

,-
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"Q. You do not pretend you know anything about that? 
".A.. No, sir; I do not know it. bu.t that is what I have heard. I know they 

were there officiating around that day. 

"By Mr. EUSTIS: 

"Q. Did you hear anybody say that two of those masked men were Lockett 
and Gilder? 

"A. No-, sir> l. never heard any one sayS(}; bO-t, as I say, they were officiating 
uound there all day. and I understood afterwards they were at Mr. Flewellen's, 
which is the next voting box from our precinct, and t he next morning as soon 
as I could get to Brenham to make the report ot wha t bad happened at our 
box, before I got out of the vehicle that I drove there in, these two men wer-e 
the first two men who met me that I knew, and they asked me what w as the 
news down in our p!U't of the neighborhood, and I told them what. was tbc 
news that the box. was captured and a young man ha.d been killed at the othe r 
vormg place; and they asked me severa.l questions concerning the el ection and 
fhen left me, and I never have seen or heard of them since, and it seemed as 
though the-y must be guilty of something or they would not ba •e left the coun· 

ttr:Q.. Had yon any intimation whatever that this box would be raided? 
"A. No,si::.-; Ididnot; itwasallasur}>risetome. Atthetime thebo.:rwastak"en 

there was a negro that was on the ground tha t day with a lunch-stand that I 
was well acquainted with and I had sent out for him to bring U3 in some coffee, 
and there were two of them came in with it, and one staid in whUe the other 
stepped back to get some sugar to sweeten the coffee, and about the time that 
he passed out nt the door this party came in. We had had the door fastened 
previous to these black people coming in with the hot cutfee. and when we un
fastened the door to let them in, as this one went out to get the sugar lre had for
gottenit.thisparty of masked men stepped in, and I wasn-otlooldngtowards the 
door until some one hoilered, 'Look ont t' This was in the front room of the 
house of our neighborhood physician, we were cou:ntfngthe votes. I attempted 
to make my escape into the back room with the box, and one of them hollered, 
'Look ont,' and as I looked around the end of a. pistol touched me on the end 
of the nose, and he taken the box and alsograbbedthetickets that were strung. 
We strung these tickets as we counted them, and h& grabbed them and tore 
them all to pieces, scattered them all over the 1loor, and went of! with the box. 

:; Q. He to?k it from you? 
A. Yes,su. 

• • • • • • • 
~ Q. I.s tha.~ a Repub-lican prec:fnct.'l' 
A. Yes, s1.r. 

••Q. PreUy sirongly Republican, is it n.ott 

"Q. You are a school-teacher? 
"A. Yes,sir. 
"' Q. What is your age! 
•• A. My age is twenty-three. 
.. Q. How long have you lived in Washington County?' 
" A. All my days-for the last twenty-three years. 
"Q. In what precinct were you a voter on the last election. on the 2d of No. 

-v-ember ? 
"A. I voted in Justice's precinct No.1. 
"Q. Were you an officer of the election r 
"A. I was clerk of the election. 
:: Q. A t tha:t poll? 

A. Yes, s1r. ;;Q. On th~ 2d of November last? 
A. Yes, Sir. 

;; Q. That ~sin the black district, or black belt, as it was ca.lled? 
A. Y es,su. 

"Q. When you had partially completed the count, what occurred? 
"A. Somemenenteredthehouse; ldonotknowhowmanytherewere. They 

came into the house and had on these long yellow rubber coats. I don't know 
what time of the night it was. 

"Q.. Were they a.!l of them dressed in rubber coals? 
" A. r can not tell you, but I am sm:e one of them was. 
"Q. How many came in? 
"A. I could not tell you. It scared me and I could not tell you how many 

there were or whether they were all dressed that way oc not. 
"Q. Were thev armed? 
"A. I am sure-one of them was. I could not identify l>utonewho was armed. 
'' Q. Were they in disguise at all? 
"A. Yes, sir, partly; with handkerchiefs tied across here fmdicating across the 

face]. 
"Q. How many do you think there were of them? 
"A. I could not tell. 
''Q: Were there more than two? 
"A. Yes, more than two; about three, I suppose. 
"Q. What time in the evening was this? 
"A. It was something past 11 o'clock. 
"Q. It was while you were alrthere counting the votes? 
"A. Yes. sir. · 
"Q. What did they do; how did Chey get in; did Chey force their way in? 

u A. Ye51 sir. 
•• Q. What pl'Gportion do you say are Democrats,. or 

pie•s ticket t-here usually? 

"A. They came up to the door and knocked on the door once, nnd all that 
time one of the men in the room walked out of the door, and then ~1r. Robinson 
said, 'There goes one man after his shotgun '-in that tone of voice; and that 

those who vote the Peo- time the second knock came on the back door; Mr. Robinson said,' Come in; • 
and then they turned the button of the door and pushed it open and came in, 
and one presented a pistol and said something, but I could not tell you what it 
was, because the handkerchief was tied over his mouth; but he put his pistol 
down in that way [indicating]. I rnn out of the same door they came in. 

•• A. As l say, lhe black people are five to one in that precinct, but at the last 
election and the one previoug to this last election, they were tolerably well di
vid~,.., (pages 333-335). 

THE POLLS AT FLEWELLEN1S AND YOUNG BOLTON SLAIN m THE ACT OF "RAID
ING" THE BAI.LOT-BOX. 

At about 12 m. of election day Kirk, who was a candidate for county judge on 
the People's ticket, sent a telegram from Brenham to D. D. BoTton, at Courtney, 
near GrabaU's, who was on the same ticket as county commissioner, in these 
words: · 

"Things here look doubtfuL Do your work." 
There had been an agreement the day before for the con-veyance of informa.

tion as to the look of the voting. D. D. Bolton received this message at dusk 
and showed it to his son, Dewees Bolton, and on starting for his home, not dis
tant, directed his son to come with him. and he did so. G~ball's is 4l miles 
miles from Flewellen'S". The latter polls was a strong Republican and colored 
voting place. 

Tbe election was quietly conducted and the officers were engaged in count
ing the votes when Kirk came in, inquired how the votes were running. looked 
at the tally-list, which had been counted up ttJ 69 out of about 1.59 votes, and 
looking over the tally·sheet on the table, called out," Jimmie Hewitt 43, and 
Charlie Herbst 19." These were Hewitt. colored, Repnblic&n, and Herbst, Dem
ocrat, opposing candidate~ for district clerk. Kirk called the presi~ing judge, 
white and Democrat., Robinson, out of the room, and after a few mrnntes Rob
inson retrrmed alone. They went on with the count and in about half an hour 
a k:nockinJ:: was beard upon a closed door, an.d upon its being repeated, an 
answer was made from the room, "Come in." The door-was opened from with
out. whether by force or not seems uncertain, and three men, armed and dis
guised, presented their pistols and some or one ofthem called out "Hold up" or 
."Hands up " and demanded t-he ballot-box. , 

The foremost man in entering turned out to be young Bolton. There were 
several colored m.en in the room, urun-med and peaceable; but one of them, 
Polk Hill, passed out of the room, through a door opposite that a.t which the 
entrance was asked, into a gallery where there were some shotguns. Instantly 
upon the dem.a.nd of the ballot-box at the. point of the pi3tol, a shotgun wa!:l 
tired from the gallery through the partly open door, and young Bolton fell dead 
a.crossr the tli:resbold, b.is ..r!;'!tol falling at his feet. He was disgni:sed in a yel
low waterproof, called a slicker," covering his bod:r, a.u~ a white han.d.ker
chief covering the face below the eyes, knotted behind his neck. AU tn the 
room 1led at once in dismay, and the dead man was left alone, uncared for, as 
he lay, all night, the lamp burning brightly. 

Towards morning Presiding Judge Robinson persuaded an aged colored man, 
his neighbor, Alfred Jones, to lea"\--e the sick-bed of hi~ wife and go wit-h ~im t-o 
the scene of the homicide, on the plea. that he wns Rfnud to go alone. This man 
had no knowledge of the bloody .oc;:currence until informed of. it by ~obinson, 
but their vis it to lhe dea<.l body, whtch had been untouched. the mspection of the 
corpus d elicti, and observation of the scene of the transa-ction, cost him his life. 
This made him a witness of the disguise, and the murderou.s-weapon of Bolton, 
and the manner of his fall. "\Vhen afterwards an attempt was to be made to 
make out Bolton an unarmed and undisguised and innocent and peaceful visi
tor to the polling place, and slain by unprovoked violence of the eol~red men, 
Alfred was arrested, put in jail, and hung upon no conceivable incentive but to 
make away with his testimony. 

The ballot-box was emptied, the ballots scattered about the floor, a.ud were not 
counted in the election. 

The following extracts from the testimony exhibit, in bold features, the bloody 
cata·strophe- at Flewellen's: 

"TESTlllONY (}II' T. lL JONES. 

"T. M. J"ones (colored), hs.vingbeendulysworn, was interrogated as follows: 

"Q. Did youstrike one of them as you were going out? 
"A. Yes, sir; I was stooping to go out, and I butted one of them in the stomach, 

the one that was the foremost one coming in. 
"Q. Did he strike you when you did that? 
"A. Yes, sir; just as I stooped to go out and butted him he struck me on the 

back with something hard. I suppose it was the handle of a pistol. I felt it, 
strike me in the back. 

"Q. Do you remember anything they said? 
"A. No, sir; I don't remember anything they said: but they said either 'hold 

up' or 'hand up.' I couldn't tell you exactly which words they used. 
"Q. What did they do? 
"A. I could not tell what they did, because I was outside. 
nQ. Did you go back again? 
"A. No, sir; I did not go back into the house. Immediately after I got out ot 

the door I heard two shots fired in quick successioa · 
"Q. Do you know what became of the ballot-box or the ballots? 
"A. No,sir; Idonot. 
••Q. Did any one call there half an hour before this occurrence! 
"A. Yes, sir; I could not tell whet-her it was halt an hour Ol' not, but it was 

some time before that. 
"Q. Who was it? 
"A. Jndge Kirk came in before that occurred. 
" Q. Tell as '!lear as you can how long it was before these men came there. 
" ·A .. Well, just before Judge Kirk came in-a few minutes before he came 

in--
"Q. Do you mean this gentleman here [indicating]? 
"A. Yes, sir. Before he came in Mr. Oalls asked me for my watch-key to 

wind up his watch.. which had run down, and I took out my watch and held it 
in my hand and told him to take the watch-key and wind up his watch. Bnt 
my key would not fit his watch, and he asked JUC what time it was, and I told 
him it was a quarter past 10. I think, or three-quarters past 10; I think it was 
forty-five minutes past 10; aud I suppose it wa.s about a. quarter of an hour 
from that time until Judge Kirk came in. 

:: Q. That :vould make it about-ll o'clock? 
A. Yes, s1r. 

"Q. What did he come there for? 
"A. I do not know. He came in and asked, 'How is things going, boys?' and 

one of the officers said, ''Ve can't tell how things are going.' He said 'You can 
give an idea of the count-; let me see how Hewitt and Herbst are running;• and 
he turned the tally-sheet on the table that Calls had and said, 'Jim Hewitt 4.3 
and Charlie Herbst 19.' 

"Q. WhowasJim Hewitt? 
nA. He was the colored man running on the Republican ticket for district 

clerk. 
:: Q. And t~e other man was the People's candidate for the same office? 

A. Yes, str. 
"Q. You say Judge Kirk looked over t-hem and took note of the count as to 

those two officers? 
''A. Yes, sir; he said • Jim Hewitt 43 and Charlie Herbst 19.' 
"Q. Then d1d he go away? 
"A. Yes, sir; he went to a bed where one of the gentle:men was lying-Mr. 

Roo-ers-and shook him and talked to him. and then came on back to where 
Mr~Robinson was at. the table; that is, beside the table. 

"Q. Who went out with Judge Kirk-anybody? 
"The WITNESS. Do you m&an when he started out? 

;:¥~~~~::!'. "i~~.sir. When hestartedouthesaid, 'Robinson,letmesee 
von a minute·' and Robinson said, 'I haven't time; I am bu:sy.' Then he said, 
r I only want io speak to you a few mi n utes.' So Robinson went out and spoke 

u By Mr. SPooNER: to him about a. minute or two. 
"Q. What is your name? :-;-Q. He w~t otrtside2 _ 
"A. T. M . .Jones . A. Yes, str. t 
"Q. Where do you live? · . .. Q. How long after Jndge Kirk's visit to the_ polls and his ~xaminati?n o 
... A. I live in Washington Cotmty, Texa!J. the li~t w~s it before these gentlemen made thetr appearance With the piStols 
"Q. At what plaee in the COtl.nty? aa.d d _ISgwse? . 
"A. My home is in Brenham, jas~ outside of the corporation, )ul my work ts j "A. I can not tell exactly, but I guess 1t was about half an hour; I suppose i• 

in the conn try; that is where my work is-school-teachiJJir. was. 
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"Q. Did Judge Kirk say anything about having been at Graba.ll's? 
"A. Yes sir. Some one, I can not remember who it was, asked him was he 

from Brenham, and he said, • No, not exactly.' They said,' How is things at 
Gr:~.ball's?' and be said, 'GrabaU's is all right..' 

"Q. You never went ba<Jk to complete that count? 
"A. No, sir; I did not. 
"Q. Have you heard anytbing about whether it was completed? 
"A. No, sir; I have not heard. 
"Q. Did you hear anything about what became of the ballots or ballot-box 

that were taken away by these men? 
"A. I could not say; I have not heard. I have heard many rumors, but it is 

not. worth "\Vhile to state them, for I do not believe hardly anything I bear. 
"Q.. Did all these men leave the room? 
"A. I do not know. I was the first to leave, I believe, because I was nearest 

the door. • 
:;Q,. Robin~on was the presiding judge? 

A. Yes, s1r. 
"Q.. Was he a Democrat or a. Republican? 
"A. I do not know. I was not much acquainted around taere. 
:: Q. He w~s a. white man, was he not? 

A. Yes, s1r. 
"Q. Was he the one who said, • There goes a man for his shotgun ?1 

"A. Yes, sir. 
"Q.. Did he say that in a loud or a !ow tone of voice? 
"A. In a tolerably loud tone of voice, I believe; he spoke out tolerably loud. 
"Q.. How did he happen to say this? 
"A. I could not tell you. By the man's going out the door; tha.t is the only 

reason I could say. . 
'' Q. Did you hea.r these men in the alley at that time? 
"A. Yes, sir; we heard them when they first entered the gallery on the back 

side, and there was a portico on the front side. 
"Q.. Did you hear them at the time he made this remark? 
"A. Yes, sir. Vlhen they walked up on .tbe gallery all stopped writing imme

diately, and as they walked up and shook the door this man went out. 
"Q. You have be&rd, have you not, tha.t this ballot-box was carried away at 

tb!"!t time, a~d that the votes cast at tha.t polling place were not counted? 
A. Yes, s1r. 

"Q. And you have not heard that contradicted, have you? 
"Mr. EusTis. I submit that that is hardly evidence. · 

"1\It·. TELLER. Ithinlcitisperfectly proper to show that an armed body of men 
came in and the judges ran a way, and t-o show what the report is about ;"whether 
such is the public rumor or not. 

"Mr. SPOONER. I will n t press it. [To the witness :1 
"Q. In counting, were these mostly Republican tickets as far as you had 

counted? 
"A. Yes, sir. 
"Q. Straight tickets? 
"A. A few of them were scratched. 
" Q. How did you count them, in tens? 
"A. We started to count them in tens first. We made two tallies titst. 
"Q. Did you count slowly or rapidly? 
"A. Right slowly; tolerably slowly. 
"Q. How long had you been counting when these men came in? 
"A. I do not know exactly, but we started to count about 7 o'clock, as near 

as I can reckon. ::Q. And h!!d only counted 69? 
A. Yes, Sll'. 

;; Q. Most ?f them straight Republican tickets, na you say? 
.A. Yes,su. 

"By Mr. EusTIS: 
:: Q. Do yo~ know a man named Polk Hill? 

A. Yes,s1r. 
"Q. Was he at that precinct that night? 
" A. Yes, sir ; J:,e was. 
"Q. Is he a white or a colored man? 
"A. He is a colored man. 
"Q. Did you see him there at that precinct that night? 
" A. Yes, sir; I saw him there. 
"Q.. Washearmed? 
•• A. I do not know whether he was or not. I saw him sitting tn the house. 

He d id not have any gun in the house with him. I did not see him with a gun. 
"Q. You testified before the coroner's inquest about the killing of Bolton, did 

Y<!P. not? . 
A. Yes,Blr. 

"Q. You said there, 'I know that Polk Hill had a. gun on the ground.' 
"A. During the day he had one, but I did not see him with one that night. 

He may have bad one home; I could not tell you. I know he came therewith 
one that day when he voted. 

"Q. What time did he come there? 
"A. I think it was about 12 o'clock.. 
"Q. He ca.1ne with a gun? 
"A. Yes, sir; with a shot-sack hanging across his shoulder. 
"Q. Who were present outside that night? Do you remember seeing Shad 

Felder? 
''A. He wns not outside. Those I saw on the inside were Polk Hill, Shad 

Felder, Felix Kinlaw, and Stewart Jones. 
"Q.. What were they doing there? 
"A. They were sitting down on a long bench in the house. 
"Q. Were they white or colored men? 
"A. Colored men. 
uQ,. Do you knowthel•were not armed? 
"A. I do not know, sir. I did not see them with a gun; that is, they did not 

have it in there. In fact, I was so bmiy I did not notice any one in the house. 
But I know I saw some of th.e.m with a gun that day. I saw Polk Hill have a 
gun that da.y, and whether he had one that night or not I can not say. 

"Byl\Ir. SPOONER: 
"Q. Who else did you see with a gun? 
nA. Let me see; did I see any one else. [Pausing.] Probably I did, but I can 

not remember. It has been a good w~le. 

"By 1\Ir. EUSTIS: 
"Q. Don't you know that Shad Felder, Andy Bayes, Alfred Jones, and some 

others, colored men, were there that night, and had arms within their reach if 
not on their persons? 

"A. No, sir; I do not know tha.t. I did not inquire into the matter. 
"Q. And that they had come there armed? 
"A. No, sir; Ididnotknowit; Idid notknowthatanyoneatallhadcome 

there armed, in fact, because I did not think of such a thing, because I was in 
the hom1e all day and didn't know anything that was going on outside. 
. "Q. What made you so frightened mere}ybe.cau.se a man came there into the 
room? . 

"A. Well, I know when they came, I !remember that one of the men, I can 
hot remember who it was-calls or Robinson, one, spoke of it-of the men 

coming in during the day, and he said, 'Suppose som'i\body should come in on 
us like they did at Chapel Hill.' He said. 'There would be hell to pay;' just in 
that language. He spoke of it twice. 

"By Mr. TELLER: 
"Q. You say this was Robinson who said that? 
"A. It was Robinson or Calls; I can not say which. But that frightened me; 

I was scared all the evening. 

" By 1\Ir. EuSTIS : 
"Q. Who was it that was killed that night? 
"A. llo1r. Dewees Bolton. .. 
"Q. Who killed him? 
"A. I do not know any more tba.n I heard. I heard that Polk Hill said that 

he killed him; I do not know it; I only heard it. 
"Q.. Polk Hill is the man whom Robinson alluded to when he said there goes 

a man fora gun? 
"A. Yes; he was the man. 
"Q.. You said that some of these tickets were scratched? 
"A. Yes,sir. 
"Q. In whose favor were they scratched? 
"A. I never took notice. Some of the Republican tickets were scratched I am 

sure, and on the People's ticket I noticed that there was one man running, Ran
kin I think it was, and that was the only name that I noticed on the People's 
ticket that was scratched. 

"Q. Did you notice any scrat.ching·in favor of Judge Kirk? 
".A. Yes, sir; there were a few Republican tickets scratched in favor of Kirk 

and Schutze. 
"Q.. Who did you hear say that Polk Hill killed Bolton? 
"A. I could not tell you who I heard say so; I could not tell where it started 

from. 
"Q. It was a general report? 
"A. I do not know about its being general, but I heard several parties say

that he made that statement. 

''By Mr. SPOONER: 
:; Q. They .said tha.t he had made that statement? 

A. Yes, srr. 
"By Mr. EusTIS: 

"Q. Do you remember any of their names? 
"A. No, sir; I do not. I do not remembe.r taking note of their names. 
·• Q,. Where did you go when you left that precinct, that house, or polling 

place? 
"A. I went down to my brother's, about. 2 miles below, I guess. 
"Q.. Did you come back? 
"A. No, sir; I did not come back. 
"Q,. Did you come back the next morning? 
"A. No, sir; I went on out to where I was teaching school, and a. young man 

named Flewellen came after me; be came on past there; it was not very far 
from there. · 

"Q. Where was the inquest held? 
"A. At the same place, in the same room. 
:: Q. Did Y?U not testify there? 

.A.. Yes, sir. 
"Q.. You were present there, then, it you testified? 
"A. Yes, sir; I was present there. 

"By Mr •. SPOONER: 
:: Q. Who ~as this man Bolt<ln; did you know him? 

A. Yes, sir. 
"Q. Was his father a. candidate on the People's ticket at that election for 

co,?nty co~i5Sioner? · 
.A.. Yes, s1r. 

"Q. Where was Bolton shot? 
"A. He was shot in that room. 
;; Q. Was ~e in disguise when he was shot? 

A. Yes,s1r. 
"Q. In what sort of disguise? 
".!.. I do not know that-. When he came into the room I saw a handkercb.iet 

tied around his face. 
"Q. As he lay dead? 
"A. No, sir; I mean when he first opened the door to come in. 
"Q. Did you recognize him when he came into the room? 
"A. I think I knowed who he was, but I was not positive. 
:: Q. He w~ one of the men who came in in disguise? 

A. Yes, su. 
"Q. Was he armed, do you know? 
"A. Yes, sir; he had a pistol in his band, 

"By 1\Ir. T:ELLER: ::Q. He ha_d a handkerchief over his face and a water-proof coat on? 
A. Yes.s1r. 

"Q. Was it a. rainy night? 
"A. No, sir; it was not a rainy night. 
"Q. Was the water-proof coat for the purpose of disguise; was that what it 

was put on for? 
"A. I do not know. 

"By Mr. SPOONER: 
"Q. What sort of a. ni~ht was it? 
"A. It was a pleasant, moonlight night. 
"Q.. A warm night? 
"A.. Yes, sir. I know we ha.d no use for fires in the room, so that it must 

have been a warm night. 

"TESTIMONY OF T.M.·JONES (recalled). 
"T. M. Jones (colored), having been recalled, was interrogated, as follows: 

"By Mr. SPOONER: 
"Q. I want to ask you a few additional questions. In connection with this 

el~,ction you_recollect three men were hung? 
A. Yes, s1r. 

"Q. Was your brother one of them? 
"A. Yes, sir. 
"Q. Was he there this evening that you testified in relation to yesterday? 
''A. Yes, sir; he was there. 
"Q,. Where was he? 
"The WITNESS. When the shooting occurred? 
"Mr. SPOONER. Yes. 
"A. I do notknow.sir. He said he was on the outside one time, but he was 

not in the house at the time. . 
"Q. How long before had you seen him-I mean before these men came into 

the room? 
".A. I remember seeing them here about dark. He came~ere a.t that time. 
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"Q. What did he come there for? 
" A. He came tor the purpose of bringing me some supper, as I didn't have 

any dinner that day." · 
"Q. \Vas he armed at all? . 
"A. If he was I didn't know it. I told him to bring me my overcoat and 

some supper. and if he was armed I did not know it. 
"Q. What he came there for was at your request to bring you yom overcoat 

and some supper? 
"A. Yes sir. 
''Q. How old was he? 
"A. He was thirty years old. 
"Q. How long had he li>ed there? • 
"A. He had been living there about ten years,! suppose. 
"Q. What was his bueiness? 
"A. He was farming." ;;Q. Did h~ own land there? 

A. Yes, Sir. 
::Q. Was ~e a man offamily? 

A. No, 51r. 
"Q. What was be in politics? 
"A. He was a Republican. He never took much stock in politics in any way 

more than just voting; but be voted the Republicn.n ticket, I remember he eaid. · :·,Q. Hew~ a Republican? 
A. Yes, s1r. 

"Q. When was he hanged? 
"A. On the night of the 2d ofDeoomber. 
"Q. .Just a month from this election? 
"A. Yee, sir. . ·. 
"Q. You said yesterday that Hr. Bolton, this man's father, was on two tick-

ets, did you not! 
"A. Yes, sir; I think I did. 
"Q. Have you any explanation to make about that.? 
"A. Yes, sir. Yesterday I stated that he was, but since that time I have 

thought of it and think he was not on both tickets. There was a People's ticket 
and another diamond-shaped Republican ticket. and he was not on that ticket, 
I remember. But there was some tickets came in there in the afternoon; who 
printed them I do not know, and his name was on them. · · 

" Q. It was a bogus ticket for the use of t.be darkies, wasn't it? 
".A. I suppose &o (pages 14-23). 

11 TESTUIONY OF LEWIS P. PENNINGTON. 

"Lewis P. Penningto11 (colored), having been duly sworn, was interrogated 
as follows: 

"By Mr. SPOONER: 

"Q. Where do you live? 
" .A. In Washington County, Texas. 
"Q. How old are you? 
".A. I am twent.y·seven years old. 
"Q. How long have you lived in Texas'! 
"A. I was born there and raised there. 
''Q.. How long have you lived in Washington County? 
"A. I was born in Washington County. 
"Q.. 'Vhat partof Washin~n County do you live in now'! · 
"A. I don't know the precinct. I think it isprecinctNo.l; isn't U,Mr.Hack.-

worth? 
"Mr. HACKWORTH. It is precinct No.8. 
"Q. A~ what polling place do you vote'! 
"A. I vote at Flewellen's. 
:: Q. At w~at is called Flewellen 's v_oting place? 

A. Yes, s1r. . 
"Q. That is injustice's precinct No. 1. What is your business 1 
'' A. I am farming. ::Q. Do Y?" own land there? 

A. No,su. 
:: Q. Are y~u a man of family 1 

A. Yea, su. 
'' Q. Have you a wife and children? 
" 'A. Yes, sir. 
1

' Q. What are you in politics? 
"A. Well, I am a Republican. 
"Q.. You bad a general election at your polling place last November? 
··A. Yes, sir. 
:: Q. It Waf!! on the 2d of November? 

A. Yes,s1r. 
"Q. Were you there that day? 
"A. Yes sir: I was. 
::Q. At the . .Flewellen polling place? 

A. Yes, s1r. 
" Q. Were you one of the officers of election? 
"A. Yes, sir; I was. 
"Q. Will you tell the committee what happened there that day? First, what 

o:ffice did you hold in connection with the election'! 
• ·A. I was judge of the electien. 
"Q. Presiding judge? 
11 A. I was one of the judges of election. 
"Q. Now, tell the committee, if you please, in your own way what happened 

there tba.t day. 
".A. Well, during the day the election went on very quietly and up until 

about 11 o'clock in the night, when there was some men come in at the back 
door. They knocked at the door, and there was a ma.u sitting there by the 
name of Polk Hill, and when they knocked be got up and walked out at the 
north door. and l'tir. Robinson said to them when they knocked the second 
time, he su.id, 'Come in,' and they threw the door open and came right in, and 
three of them presented pistols ri2:ht on us who was around the table. and says, 
1 Hands up,' and 'Give up that box.' Mr. Robinson jumpedlup said, 'Boys, 
don't do that, don't do that,' o.nd about that time there was a gun fired. I had 
then got away from my seat to get out of the house1 and just before I s~pped to 
the door this man fell that got. killed, Mr. Bolton; ue fell right at.my feet, and 
the p istol struck the floor within 6 or 8 inches of my foot, and it scared me, and 
I sort of jumped behind the door, and staid there for about three minutes, until 
the shooting was over. and then I walked out. _ 

"Q. What were you doing when these mei1 came there? 
"A. I bad the box of counted tickets, and I was looking for No. 288 ticket. 

There was a mistake made in the number of two tickets, and Mr. Robinson said 
to me, 'Lewis, look in that box there, the counted box, and see if you see the 
other 288 ticket there, and hand i~ to me from the box.' That was handed to 
me, and he told me to hold that and look for the other one, and as I was doing 
so these men came to the door. 

"Q. Who was in the room when these men knocked? 
"TbeWI~. Besidestheofficers? · 
"Mr. SPOONER. No. Name the officers who were there? 
"A. Mr. Robinson,l\Ir. Calls, Mr. Wright, Mr. Rogers, and myself, and Tom 

Jones, and Felix Kinlaw, and Andy Hayes--

•• Q. Name the officers first. 
"A. Mr. Rogers was there; he was not an officer. The officers were Mr. 

Robinson, Mr. Call!!; Mr. Wright, Tom .Jones, and myself. 
"Q. How many of you were colored? 
"A. Two of us. 
"Q. In addition to the officers, who were there? 
"A. Shad Felder, Andy Hayes, and Felix Kinlaw. I believe that was all. 
" Q. Colored men? 
"A. Yes, sir; they were colored men. 
"Q. Did you notice these men when they came in? 
"A. I did not j u.st as quick as they got in; I did not notice them; I was not 

thinking anything about it, and did not pay attention to them when they first 
came in. 

" Q. But you saw them after they came in? 
"A. Yes, sir; and before they shot. 
"Q. Were they in disguise? 
"A. They had on handkerchiefs o>er their faces so that a. man could not see 

their faces, and white hats, and slickers on; large white bats and these slick
ers on, 

"Q. What do you mean by 'slickers?' 
"A. I mean overalls. 
"Q. Did you recognize any of them? 
"A. No, sir; I was not acquainted with any of the people in that settlement. 
"Q. w·as the man who was shot the man who demanded the ballot-box ? 
".A. I could not tell you which one demanded it. They came in abreast. They 

just threw the door open and every man just filed in. 
•' Q. You say they were armed! 
"A. Yes, sir; they were armed. I saw three pistols. 
"Q. What did they say; anything else except this demand tha.tyou S\lrrender 

the ballot-box? 
"A. That is the only word I beard used. 
"Q. How long was that before the shooting was done? 
"A. Right immediately. 
"Q. How many votes were polled there that day? 
"A. One hundred and fifty-nine. · · 
" Q. Who bad the most, the Republicans or the others'! 
"A. The Republicans were in the majority. 
"Q. How much of a majority about; we do not expect you to give it to a vote, 

but about how much? . · · · 
"A. It is just a guess; I can not identify it po3itively, but I think 85 to 90. 
;; Q. You ~ean 85 or 90 Republican majority? 

A.. Yes, su. 1 :;Q. This P.recinct is what is called the • Black belt' or' Black district!' 
A. Yes, Blr. _ · 

"Q. Do you know whether the votes cast at that polling place were counted 
at the county seat at that election 't . . 

"A. I do not. 
;;Q. Do Y?U know what became of the box? 

A. No,s1r. . 
"Q. Do you know now who those men were-either of them! 
"The WITNESS. The men that came there? 
"Mr. SPOONER. Yes; the men who came in to raid the ballot-box. 
"A. The one that was killed was Dewees Bolton; that was the only one I 

knew. 
;: Q. You ?id not know any of the others? 

A. No,s1r. 
1

' Q. 'Vas there any effort made there, that you ever heard of, to detect or dis-
cover who they were or to bring them to justice? · · . 

"A No sir · 
"~ What became of the colored men who were in there with von when these 

men came in? · 
"A. They ran out. 
"Q. Waere are they now? 
"A. One of them is dea(j; he was hung. 
"Q. Which was that? 
"A. Sbadrack Felder. 
"Q. Who eise was hung; the.re were three men hung, were they nofl't 
"A. Yes; a fellow named Ephraim .Jones and Alfred .Jones. 
11 Q.. 'Vere \bey there that night? 
"A. No, sir. Ephraim .Jones ·was there, but Alfred .Jones wM not w my 

knowing. · . . . 
•• Q. When were they hung; about a month later, were they not? 
"A. Yes, sir; on the 2d or 3d day of December. ~ 
"Q. Who was in the room before these men came in there; did any one come 

to the room? . . 
".A. Yes, llir; .Judge Kirk came in there. 
"Q. How long before these men came into the room, these raiders, as I call 

them; was it before .Judge Kirk came there? 
"A. As near as I can get. at it, it was half past 11 o'clock when he left there. 
• • Q. 'Vhen who left there? 
"A . .Judge Kirk; and about 12 o'clock these men came in. 
"Q. '.rhen you think it was abont half an hour after .Judge Kirk left when 

lbt:se men came in? 
•• A. Yes; half to three·quarters of an hour. 
"Q. Where does .Judge Kirk live'! 
"A. At Brenham. · -
" Q. How far is Brenham from this Flewellen poll? 
"A. It is said to be about 15 miles. 
"Q. Had Judge Kirk been there about the polls during the day? 
"A. Nottbatl know of. 
"Q. You do not remember to have seen him, then, that day or evening until 

h~,came int? the room? 
A. No,s1r. 

"Q. What did he want there? 
"A. He just came in and asked the boys how they were getting on and how 

they wer-e running, and taken a look over on the list on the tally-sheet, 1\Ild 
mentioned something about some one being-he called tha names of some arid 
how they were running, but I never paid much att-ention to it and I do not recol
lect them exactly. But I noticed that he looked on the tally-sheet and said 
something abont Charlie Herbst and .Jim Hewitt; that Herbst bad 18 and Hewitt 
4.4, or something like that; I do not recollect it. 

:: Q. Who ~as Hewitt, the colored Republican? 
.A. Yes, sir. 

"Q. Who was the other man, Herbst? 
"A. He was a Democrat. 
"Q. You beard .Judge Kirk when he looked over the list speak those names 

and stat-e the number of votes that each had received? 
"A. Yes sir. 
;; Q. As it ~;tppeared then on the list? 

A. Yes, sir. 
:; Q. You ~ad not finished your count t.ben? 

A. No, Sir. 
"Q. You bad been counting very slowly during the evening? 
".A. Yes, sir; we counted very slowly. We counted some few Republica& 

tickets first, and they were so straight that Mr. Robinson said, • We will coun& 
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those Uckets that are mixed up, scratched up, first, and when we get through 
with them we will go along with the Republican tickets.' 

"Q. Did any one go ont ofthe room with Judge Kirk? 
"A. Yes, sir; Mr. Robinson did. 
"Q. How <!id he happen to go out with him? 
"A. The judge told him he wanted to see him a minute. 
;; Q. J udg~ Kirk told Mr. Robinson that he wanted to see him a minute? 

A. Yes, s1r . . 
"Q. Was that before or after he had examined the poll-list? • 
"A. I do not recollect; I think it was afterwards. 
:: Q. Robin.son was the presiding judge, was he? 

A. Yes, Sir. 
"Q. What were his politics? -
"A.. He said that he did not have time to go out, that he was busy there and 

could not leave1 and he said 'Appoint Rogers.' 
:: Q. J udg~ Krrk said that? 

A. Yes, sir. 
;; Q. That ~s, to keep that place while he was gone? 

A. Yes, s1r. 
"Q.• So that after having appointed Rogers, in obedience to Judge Kirk's 

advice, he went out did he? . 
"A. Yes, sir; but he did not appoint Rogers. 
;; Q. Who. did he appoint-anybody? 

A. No, su. ;;Q. Buth~wentout? 
A. Yes, Sir. 

"Q. How long was he gone? 
"A .. Not more than three minutes. 
"Q. Did he have conversation in that room with any other officer of the elec-

tion? 
"A. Not that! know of. 
"Q. Did he with Mr. Rogers? 
"A. He went to the bed where Mr. Rogers was lying down; but I did not 

notice them. 
"Q. Did he hold n. whispered conversation with"l\Ir. Rogers. 
"A. If be did I did not see him. 
;; Q. You ~o not·know that? 

A. No, su. 
"Q. Was Mr. Rogers an officer of the election at the polls? 
•· A. I did not exactly understand it. He was the man who had appointed 

me as one of the judges, but a-fter that Robinson taken possession, and I do not 
.know who really the head man was. 

"Q. Was Rogers either a judge or clerk, or was he connected with the elec
tion as an officer at all? 

"A. No, sir. I t.hink the box was signed in Rogers's name, but after it got 
out there be got Robinson to take his place. 

"Q. How long after this conversation outside between Robinson and Judge 
Kirk was it before these gentlemen in masks made their appearance? 

•• A. It was between half and three-quarters of an hour. 
"Q .. Ha-,.e you stated all that happened that you recollect after they came in 

and be(ore they leflt? 
• • A. Yes, sir; that is all I can recollect. 

• 
"By 1\Ir, EeSTIS: 

"Q. I will read you the statement that you made at the coroner's inquest, 
which was a.lso made under oath, and I will ask you whether it is true or not. 
[Reading.] 'Testimony of Lewis Pennington, duly sworn. I was one of the 
Judges of election held on the 2d day of November, 1E86. The election was go
ing on quietly and orderly. I was busy counting votes when somebody knocked 
on the door. At the same time Polk Hill got up from his seat and ran to the 
door. I do not know who did the shooting: which took place about 11 o'clock 
p.m. Outside of the officers of election there were present in the room Chad 
Felder, Andy Hayes, Felix Kinlaw. And Polk Hill went out of the door.' 
And upon re-examination you made the following statement: • Statement of 
Lewis Pennington, being re-examined. I did not see anybody coming in the 
door disguised with a pistol in hand. I was sitting close to the fireplace, in 
plain view of two doors.' Is that statement correct? 

"A. No, sir; that is not correct. 
"Q. Say in what respect it is not correct. 
"A. Well, there was double-barreled shotguns and six-shooters around 

there until I was naturally afraid to teil the truth. 

"By Mr. SPOONER: 
" Q. You mean at. the inquest? 
"A. Yes, sir; at the inquest. 

• • • • • • • 
"Q. You say that in your testimony at the inquest you did notstate that these 

m~n were in. disguise, and all the facts about it, because you were afraid? 
A. Yes,su. 

"Q. Was there great excitement there? 
"A. Yes, sir; I should think there was. 
"Q. A good deal of talk about a nigger insurrection and a race war? 
"A. I could not state anything about that. There were too many guns and 

six-shooters there for me. 
"Q. At the inquest? 
"A. Yes, sir (pages 31-38). 

"By Mr. EusTIS: 
"Q. Was Polk Hill in the room at the time that kno.cking took place? 
"A. Yes, sir. When they first knocked Polk Hill wa.lked out. 
" Q. He was there when they first knocked? 
"A. Yes, sir; he was in the house when the first knock was made. 
"Q. 'V a§ he not armed? 
"A. If he was it is more than I know. I was not allowed out of the house and 

did not go out of the house. 
"Q. Did you see Shad Felder there? 
"A. Yes, sir. 
"Q. Washearmed? 
"A. No, sir; not that I know of. 
"Q. Andy Hayes, was he armed? 
"A. He came there that morning--
" Q. I speak of the night, at the time of this disturbance. 
"A. No, sir; not that I know of. 
"Q. Felix Kinlaw, was he armed? 
"A. No, sir; not that I know of. 
"Q. Were these four men whose names I have mentioned here all colored 

men? 
"A. Yes, sir; they were colored men." 
Felix Kinlaw, one of the colored men present in the room, testified as fol

lows: 
:: Q. Were ~ou in.the room where they were counting votes? 

A. I was; yes, su. 

"Q. How long were you in the room? 
"A. I was there pretty much plumb till I had to get out. 
:: Q. Did y~u go in when they commenced counting? 

A. Yes, su. 
"Q. And staid until you had to come out? 
"A. Well, I runned out when 1 did come. 
"Q. Tell us about it. 
"A. Well, there was some men came in the back door and onefiings down a 

pistol and said, • Hands up.' and when they said 'Hands up' I .flew. 
"Q. How many men were there? 
"A. As near 8B I can recollect there was about four. 
"Q. How we1·e they dressed? 
"A. They had on these yellow slickers, all buttoned up. 
"Q. Do you mean oil·cloth coats? 
"A. Yes , sir; all bntt.oned up, and handkerchiefs across here Lindicating his 

face] and hats pulled down over their faces. 
"Q. What sort of hats did they haye on? 
"A. Two of them in front bad sort of white hats on. 
"Q. Did you say that they had pistols? 
"A. Yes, sir; they did. 
"Q. You did not stay long? 
''A. No~ sir; I moved from there. 
"Q. Dia you know who they were? 
"A- No, sir; when they came in I did not know. 
"Q. )Vbo was there wiLh you? 
" The \VITNESS. In the room? 
"Mr. SPOONER. Yes, I mean besides the officers of election. 
"A. Andy Hayes was in the room and Shad Felder Wa.!l in t.he room outside 

of the office, and Polk Hill. 
:: Q.. Shad ~elder was there, was be? 

A. Yes, su. 
"Q. Were you armed? 
"A. No, sir; I did not have any arms at all. 
"Q. Was Shad armed? , 
"A. No, sir; not that I know of. 
"Q. You saw no ar~ns? 
"A. No, sir" (page 39). 
Kinlaw's testimony is corroborated by that of Andy Hayes. 
"Q. What happened there? Just tell the committee what you saw there dur

ing the evening. 
"A. Atnight'! Well,Isawa.mang:etshot. 
:: Q. Did s<?mebody come in there while the vote was being counted? 

A. Yes, str. 
"Q. How many m~n? 
"A. I reckon about font, as near as I ean tell. 
"Q. How were they dressed? 
"A. \Vell. they had on sUckers. 
;; Q. Do yo_u mean these long yellow oil-cloth coats? 

A. Yes, s1r. 
"Q. What sort of bats did they have on? 
"A. The bats I don't remember about; they were white, I think, 
:: Q. Did tl:_Iey have anything to cover their faces? 

A. Yes, str . 
"Q. ·what? 
"A. White handkerchiefs. ::Q. So th?-t you could not tell who they were? 

A. No, sir. 
:: Q. Had t~ey any weapons or any arms? 

A. Yes, sn. ;:Q. You s_a.w them, did you? 
A. Yes,sir. 

"Q. What did they have in the way of arms? 
"A. They had pist-ols. 
"Q. What did they say when they came in? · 
"A. They came in and presented pistols and hollowed 'hands up.' 
"Q. Whatelse? . 
"A. '!'hey didn' t say anything else. The firing was done then. They just 

came in and at that time one of them was shot. 
''Q. Then what'! 
"A. Well, we all1·an. 
"Q. Did one of these men fall? 
"A. Yes, sir (page 47). 
"Q. When did you go back there in the room; did you go back there that 

ni~ht? . 
A. Yes, sir. 

"Q. How did yon happen to go back there? 
"A. They arrested me that morning. I didn't go more than two or three • 

hundred yards from the house. I feared I might-get shot, and I went tp another 

~~;r:r~~3~~n:nd~!fedl:~\:!~g \~e:re~me, two or three hours before day, 

:; Q. This ~an was lying there dead? · 
A. Yes, s1r. 

"Q. How long were you kept bhere in arrest? 
"A. I was kept there nntil about 6 o'clock in the evening, I reckon. 
"Q. How did the man look when you went in there; was he lying on the 

fi~?r? . 
A. Yes,tSir. 

"Q. How was his face? 
"A. When I first went there his face was still covered up" (p. 48). 
F. D. Jodon, esq., an Independent or Prohibitionist in politics, who acted as 

counsel for the eight colored men who were imprisoned without trial after the 
homieide at Flewellyn's, testified as follows as to his conversation with the three 
colored men who were hung: 

"By:lt-Ir. SPOO!>i"'ER: 
·'Q. Who was it who was hung? 
"A. Shad Felder, Alfred JoBes, and Stewart Jones. 
"Q. Which of them was an old man? 
"A. Alf. Jones was between sixty-five and seventy years of age, I think. 
"Q: Wa..<> he a man of family? 
"A. I do not know. He told me he had a bed-ridden wife. 
"Q. Was he a reputable man? 
"A. 'l'be colored people all said that he was a chnrch member and a good 

man. I did not know him until I investigated this ease. 
"Q. Had be committed any offense that you know of against the law? 
"A. I never heard of any; no, sir. 
"Q. Had be anythin~ to do with the shooting of Bolton? 
"A. I never heard him charged with it; he was not there. 
"Q. Was be present at the shooting? 
"A. He told me not. :;Q. Did be. tell you where he was at the time of the shooting? 

A. Yes, s1r. -
"Q. Where? · 
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"A. He said he was at home; that it was het.ween ll.and 12 o'clock when he 
heard the shooting. He w.as.a short distance, about 100 or 1.50 yards, from the 
place of shooting. 

"By Mr. EVARTS: 
'' Q. That is, his house was that distance from. the place of shooting? 
"A. Yes, sir; where he lived, on the Flewellen plantation. was about 100 or 

150 yards from the counting place. He said his wife was sick and he had to sit 
up with her, and he was lymg down on the bed with his clothes on and his 
shoes off, and he heard a. shot and went out on his gallery and staid there a 
few minutes and heard nothing more-on his little porch to his cabin I presume, 
I never have seen it. He said after listening a :tittle while he went back into 
his house and laid down on the bed, but did not go to sleep. Within fifteen or 
twentv minutes his dogs began to bark loudly, and he went out on the porch, 
and found Dick Robinson, the presiding judge of the election. He got up and 
called too dogs off, and Mr. Robinson jumped up and ran into his house bare
headed and sa.t down in a. chair. Mr. Robinson said, 'UncleAlf,therehas been 
a man shot down in there and I want you to go to Chapel Hill and telephone 
the sheriff about it." He told him his wife was sick and he could not go. Judge 
Robinson aked him if he could get anybody else to go. He said that perha.ps 
his son, Oliver Jones, would go. He went off, Uncle Alf said Robinson did, and 
in about two hours be came back toUncleAlf's place and askedhimifheworud 
go down to the polling place; that there.\!as ad.ead man down there and he did 
not like to go down alone. Uncle Alf siUd that he would do so. Hewentdown 
there with Judge Robinson. and they found both the front and rear doors of the 
house open, with a lamp sitting on the table, and a. bright light in the room.. 
They went in on the bc.ckgallery and found Bolton lying across the door. 

.. By Mr. "SPOONER: 
"Q. What do you say about a gallery? 
"A. The Flewellen dwelling-place bad a gallery. That is where the counting 

place was. There was a littte porch in front covering the one door tbat.entered 
the room. The front door and back door were both wide open. They went in 
and found Bolton lying across the door with his feet ont near the hinges uf the 
door, and his head in the other direction, with"his hat off. They stepped across 
Bolton's body and they went through, Judge Robinson in advance--

"1\!r. EusTIS. Whose recital is •his? 
"Mr. SPOONER. It is a recital of Alf Jones, the man who was hanged, as 

made to th.e witness. 
"The WITNESS. Yes; he ma.de the statement to me. 
"Mr. SPOONER. As his counsel? 
"The WITNESS. Yes, siL As they went out of the gallery they heard a nnm

ber of men at the front gate, which is about thirty steps distant. They did not 
know who it was, and they all went back into the room, and Judge Robinson 
stopped at the table. Robinson seemed t.o be scared, anJ. did not know who it 
was coming in a.t the time. Uncle Alf said that he, instead of passing and going 
out back, just. backed out over the dead man. He Sll.id he did not know who 
they were, and he wanted to fa.ce in that direction to see who they were. He 
steppe-J. back out on the gallery and leaned up against the jam of the door, and 
stooped down and looked at the man. Be said that he had -a handkerchief or 
cloth of some description, he could not tell which, it was very bloody, tied 
across his nose; that he was lying upon his ri~ht side and backpart'ly, with his 
left leg drawn up a liUle and the right one straightened out, and with a pistol 
at one of his feet; he could not remember which foot. He had a slicker on, one 
of those veil ow rain-coats-

" .1\fr. EusTIS. I would suggest that inasmuch as we have eye-witnesses to 
this whole transaction, there is haTdly any necessity for this minute descrip
tion. 

·· Mr.SPOONER. If it is not to be denied that this man was in disguise, -perhaps 
not. 

"1\Ir. EusTIS. When you have already had direct testimony about the whole 
transaction. 

·• Mr. EvARTS. This testimony not only shows these facts, but it shows that 
this man was not at the polls and ha.d nothing to do with the shooting. 

!'Mr. EusTIS.~ understand that, if the witness confines himself to that por
tion of it. 

"The WITNXSS. Be told me he had not been at the polls after 4 o'clock until 
that time. 

"Mr. EvARTS. We are not going into the killing, but the way he fonndl3olton 
. lying is important. 

".Mr. EusTIR. This witness did not find him. 
"1\Ir. EvARTs. But this colored man told this witness that he found, at there

quest of the presiding judge, this dead body, and h~ described t<? ~·he witness, , 
who was his counsel, how he fonnd that dead body, m what condition he found 
it, and that we wish to prove. 

.. By Mr. SPOONER! 
" Q. You may proceed with your statement. 
"A. He stooped down and looked at him. He ha.d h}s handkerchlef ov~ bis 

face, which was bloody, and he could not tell whether 1twas a handkerchief or 
a cloth. I asked him if his slicker was buttoned up, and he .said he could not 
tell w hetber it was buttoned or unbuttoned, he was so excited. His hat was off, 
and be was lying with his face partly turned up, and he could see that his right 
eye had been shot out. He said jnst -about that time the men from the gate 
.came in. Tom Evans in advance. Evans took the lamp off <the table and went 
and sat il down by the man's head and said, 'Boys, this is Dewees Bolton.' 
Uncle Alf said he had not known who it was before; that he could not tell 
who it wa~<. He then went home, he said, and the next day he was arrested in 
the field where he was at work. 

"Q. Did be testify at the coroner's inquest? 
"A. I understand so. The papers containing the prooeedings are here. 

:: i1~~~-V~~~:e l~r-s!hf ~!t the jury of inquest Mr. Vernon. who 
held it told Wm that there was nothing against him, and he conld go, and Steve 
Jackso~ also, and that somebody in the crowd said, 'No, put them with the 
rest of them.' 

"Q. Is that all you care to sa,y about .Alfred Jones? 
"A. Yes, sir; I believe I have stated all the material points. 
"Q. What about the other parties? 
"A. ·well, Shad Felder told me--
" Q. He was the man who owned the property there? 
"A. Y Bli, sir; he owned a farm. He was hung also. He said 'that he bad been 

there all day .at the polls, aud at night they were connting the ballots and J;le 
was sitting on a bench looking on at. the count, with Hand.y Hayes and Fehx 
Kinlaw. He said about 10 or ll o'clock .Tadge Kirk .came mto the room _and 
spoke to them-to the white officers, I believe-and asked them h~w ~hmgs 
were going there, and they made some reply; I forget what he &Md 1:t was. 
'£ben they asked Judge Kirk, 'Where are yon frm:n.judge; are you from Bren
ham?' and he said,' No, I am not; I am from GrabaU.' They asked him bow 
thlngs were going at Graball, and he said everything was going straight. He 
then went to l\1r. Alfred Bogers, who was lying on a bed in the corner-

:; Q. Is hef!o white man? 
A. Yes,su. 

"Q. And a. Democrat? 
" A. I can not tell you that He lived on the Flewellen place. I do not know 

him, and ne>er saw him. 
'' Q. He was not an officer of the election? 
"A. No, sir; he was lying on the bed, and Judge Kirk talked to him a. little 

while iu a low tone of voice. Then they came back: to the table, and he took 
him out in the yard and talked to him a. while. 

"Q. He took who out? 
"A. Judge Kirk took Dick Robinson, t-he p1·esiding judge, out. Robinson 

then came ~k. and in about hnlf an houl" afterwards he said somebody 
knocked on the back door. The back door wa!l shut and the front door was 
open. He said that when the man knocked on the back door, Polk Hill, who 
wa-!1 sitting on the end of the bench nearest to the front door, got up and went 
out on the porch. Somebody had said, 'Come in,' to the first knock, and there 
was no reply to it. At the second knock Bomebody told them to come in, and 
the door was pushed open with considerahle force, and standing in the door• 
way were three men with these yellow slickers or rain-coats on, and behind 
them on the gallery were ·two more men, the three in front presenting pistols, 
and one behind presenting a pistol over their heads, and they said something. 
I do not· U~ink. he told me what it was. Shad said he was badly scared, and 
rolled off the bench and crawled nnder the bed with Handy Hayes and Felix 
Kinlaw; they crawled under the bed. I asked him how many shots he heard 
fired, and he said be was so badly scared that he did not remember any shots. 
The other one, Felix Kinlaw, sa.id, I think, that he heard one shot fired, and 
they all ran out of the room-no, the others went out of the back door, and after 
1t was over these two were under the b ed. Rogers got up in the bed, and said to 
the men in front. • Don't shoot in here, boy.;;.' Ait.er they went out they came 
from under the bed and went out also. Rogers, they said, had been a little 
under the influence of liquor. 

"Q. He denied any participation in tbe affair'? . 
"A. Y cs, sir; they both said they had nothing in the world to do with it. 
"Q. \Vhat about Stewart Jones? 
"A. He .told me tha.t he came down there to bring his brother, Tom Jones, his 

supper. 
"Q. Tom was one of the election officers? 
"A. Yes, sir. He1!aid he came down theTe to brin~ his brotber his supper 

and his overcoat. It was a pleasant, mild night, Stewart said, and he was lying 
out in the front yard asleep with John Glass when the shot was fired, and that 
waked him up and be ran otf. 

"By Mr. EvARTS~ 
~· Q. Those were the three men who were hanged? 
"A. Y.es, sir (pages 177-180)." 
Kirk shows his presence at Flewellen, and his whispered conference with 

Robinson, the Democratic judge of election. 
"Q. You went from Chapel Hill to Flewellen? 
"A. Yes, sir; I did. 
u Q. What time did you get to Flewellen? 
"A. I think about half past 10 o'clock. 
"Q. Bow far was GrabaU from Chapel Hill'! 
••A. I suppose about 12 or 14 miles. 
"Q. How did it lie with reference to Flewellen? 
"A. Flewellen voting place was about half way distant between Obapel Hill 

and Brenham. 
•· Q. What did you do at Flewellen? 
"A. I went into where they were canvassing the vote and looked at the tally

list o.nd made some inquiries there about the vote, what the opinion of the offi
cers was as to what. would be the resnlt there (page 250). 

'• Q. Did you leave Flewellen before the box was raided? 
"A. I did; I ouly remained thPre a short time and came direct to Brenham. 
''Q. What did yon call oneoftheofficersoutfor; was it at Flewellen that you 

ca.Ued the presiding judge out and had a .La.lk with Wm? . 
"A. I did not take him out of the room. 
•• Q. But you called him to one .side and had a whispered conversation wlth 

him? 
"A. Yes. sir. 
" Q. What were you talking about? 
"A. I asked him what bethought the colored people had voted that day; wbat 

he thought wonld be the result, if he could form. any idea from the way the 
ballots were deposit.Pd . 

"Q. What did he tell y\>u? 
"A. Well, he said that the Republicans had a majority there. 
"Q. How large a. majority? 
"A. He said he thought there had been a good deal of scratching theTe by the 

colored people, but they would give a considerable maJority; he said he thought 
they had done a. good deal of scratching there that day, but they would give a. 
majority for the Republican ticket; that was his best impression about it, be
tog one of thejudges and seeing the ballots deposited" (page 254). 

Several extracts .are given from the testim.ony of Democrats as to the dis
guise of Bolton. 

Lafayette Kirk testifies (page 26G): 

"Q. Did you ever hear it disputed that he had on a rubber ooat, and an oil· 
cloth-ooat? 

"A. I never heard it disputed that he had on one of those yellow rain-coats, 
commonly known as 'slickers' in our section. · 

"Q. And you knew it was not arainynigbt? 
"A. Those coats were generally universally worn by the people in the coun-

try. . 
"Q. Was it a rainy rught? 
"A. It was not a very rainy night. 
" Q. No, it was not raining at all. 
"A, It was not raining, but it was aright cool night." 

William Cause, a clerk of the election at Flewellen, testifies {page 304): 
"Q. Do you know w hetber he was masked? 
"A. I do not; I didn't see any mask. He had on one of thoae water-proof 

coats. 
"Q. Did you see his face ? . 
"A. I do not remember seeing his face that night at all. I didn't pay any -at

tention to it. We were so badly scared thatwew.erefor getting out oftheroom 
~;~.Squick as we could. I was expecting ti> get a shot every moment after I saw 
that muzzle of the gun stuck in the door~ I never paid any attention to any
body and never went back there until the next morning. .. . . .. . . . 

"Q. When did you go back there? 
.. A. I went back there, I reckon, about 8 or 9 o'clock the next morning; 

about8. 
;: Q. Did Y<?U see the body of the dead man? 

A. Yes. su. 
"Q. Did be have any mask or disguise on his face? 
"A. No. sir. I think there was a handkerchief just laid over his fa.ce, aud he 



1889. CONGRESSION-AL RECORD-SENATE. 1839 
still had on a. wa.ter-pToof coat. The handkerchief was bloody and there was 
a. very large pool of blood lying under him." 

R. P. L. Wright, another Democratic officer of election, testified as follows in 
the tJ"ia.l of Kirk and others (see pages 756-757): 

"Q. What sort of a night was that; was it rainy? 
"A. No, sir.. 
"Q. Was it a cold night? 
".A... It was not cold, it was not warm-it was cool. 
:: Q. Did y_ou have a fire? 

A. No, s1r. 
* * • • :;Q. You l~ft after the shooting? 

A. Yes, str. 
"Q. When did you come back? 
'' A.. I came up to the gate and. as there was no one there I went away. 
"Q. When did you co.me ba<!k? 
"A. About sun-up. 
"Q. Was anybody there? 
"A. Yes, sir. 
"Q,. Did you see Bolton there? 
"A. Yes, sir; he was lying on the 1loor near the door with a handkel'Chief 

over his face. 
"Q. Who spread the handkerchief over his face? 
".A.. I don't know; it was a handkerchief or a t~wel. 
"Q. Was it bloody and torn? 
"A. I don't know. 
"Q. Did you notice whether it was knotted around his neck? 
"A. I don't know. 
;; Q. Did ~on look up before the shot was fired? 

A. No,s1r. 
"Q. When you looked up the man had already been shot? 
"A. Yes,sir. 
"Q.. Who did you see then? 

d~~~B~l~~~ ~.:~~~~ere. He had a gun. I went out pretty lively at the sam.e 

"Q. Did he havE> a slicker on? 
" A. Yes, sir; buttoned up at the throat." 

D. D. Bolton, the father of the dead man, testified as below in the same trial 
(see page 766) : · 

;: Q. Was ~e disguised in any way at all? 
A. No,s1r. 

'' Q. Was there anything over his face? 
"A. Robinson had spread a. -handkerchief over his face. 
''Q. Was there one tied around his neck? · 
"A. There was. 
"Q,. Was that an unusual thing? 
"A. He was in the habit of wearing it," 

Kirk, when testifying before the committee, attempted to evade the inquiry 
as to the telegram wh.ich he sent D. D. Bolton on tb.e election day. Histestim..ony 
at that time was as follows (see pages 251. 252): 

'' Q. Did you send any telegrams on election day? 
"A. I had one telegram sent, I believe, to a. man at the Graball bo.x. 
"Q. Did you send any telegrams on election day? 
"The \VITN.ESS. Did I send any? 
"Mr. SPOONER. Yes; did you semi any? 
"A. I did !lend one, and then sent another or had it sent. 
"Q. Whs· didn't you answer that way when you first answered my question 

instead of saying that you had one sent? You know how many you sent on 
that day? 

"A. I had two sent. I ,sent one myself and ha.d one sent. 
"Q. Why didn't you say so then? 
"A. I did say so. 

::~_- 4:ee~;:;~:ier ~~~~rat~de~~~: ~~J~:. send ofi' on election day? 
"Q. W'ho were they sent to? 
"A. I sent one near about 12 o'clock on election da.y t~ D. D. Bolton. I told 

him I co~lu not tell much about thnt time as to how the vote was going. 
'' Q. Give me the language of your telegram? 
"A. As I best recollect, I told him things were mixed; that it was mixed there 

In the town of Brenham, and that the result was doubtful. 
" Q. What else did you say ? 
"A. That. is all I said; I think so. 
"Q. Don't you know that that is not all you said? 
"A. No, sir; I do not know that is not all I said. 
"Q. Then you have nothing but a.n opinion on th~ subject? I wish you would 

take the time to remember what you said in that telegram. 
".A... The idea I intended to convey to Mr. Bolton was--
" Q . No; I want your words, and we will try and get at the idea. 
"A. Illy best recollection is that I said things were mixed. 
"Q,. What else? 
"A. That is alL 
"Q. Do you swear that is all? 
"A. That is my best recollection on the subject. 
"Q,. Do you swear that is aU? 
".A. Idu not know. If I said anything else, I do notremember. Iwillswea'r 

to my best recollection that that was the contents of the telegram. 
"Q.. Didn't you say something like this; didn't you send a telegram to l't!r. 

Bolton in \Vhich you said 'things look gloomy,' or 'look bad; doyourwork?' 
"A. I said thinKS were doubtful. That was the idea to be conveyed. 
"Q. Answer the question. Didn't you telegraph to Mr. Bolton on election 

day that 'thinga look gloomy' or '1oo.k bad; do your work? • 
"A. I do not recollect. any such expression as that in the telegram. 
"Q,. That is not an answertomy<J.ues.twn. Yon will beprettylikelyto recol-

lect it in view of what happened afterwards? 
"A., I think so. 
"Q. Did you or not send to Dewees Bolton on election day a telegram? 
"A. I didn't send a telegram to Dewees Bolton at all; it was to D. D. Bolton. 
:: Q. Did y~>n send a telegram to him? 

A. Yes. su. 
"Q,. In which you said things looked gloomy or bad; do your work? 
"A. I think part of the contents of the telegram was that things were mixed· 

that thin7s were doubtful. That is my best recollection of the telegram. ' 
"Q. Wuat else? 
"A. That is all I remember, and I think that is all there wa~ in the telegram. 
"Q. Did you or not send a telegram to 1\:ll". Bolton saying things looked 

gl?omy or looked_ bad or looked mixed (I don:t care which); do your work? 
'A. I do not thmk I had any such expressiOn as 'do your work • in the tel

egram. I just stated that things looked doubtful or mixed. 
"Q,. May you have sent such a telegram? 
"A. I do not thlnk I did. 

- " Q. Is it a mere matter of opinion with you? 
"A. I am satisfied I did not. 
'' Q. Are you willing to swear that you did not? 
"A. I do not undertake to say exactly what the contents of the telegram were. 
"Q. I want yon t,. , swear, if you can, whether yon sent a telegram to Mr. Bol-

ton on that day which was substantially like this: 'Things look gloo.my,' or 
'things look bad,' or· things look mixed; do your work.' 
"~· I do not recollect sending any such telegram, and to the best of my recol-

lectiOn I never did send any such telegram. 
"Q. Do you recollect that you did not send any such telegram? 
"A. I do not think I did. 
"Q,. Will you swear that you did not? 
''A. I gave you my best recollection as to the contents of the telegram. 
"Q. Will you swear that you did not send such a telegram? 
"A. I will notswearto anything on the subject except as to what my best rec-

ollection of the telegram was. ' 
"Q. Are you positive that you did not send to Mr. Bolton on election day a 

telegram in whichyousaid,'thingslook bad,' or 'thingslookgloomy,' or 'things 
look mixed' (you may take your choice of those words); • do your work?' 

"A. I will give you my best recollection as to what the contents of it were, 
and I have done that. . _ 

"Q.. I want an answer to my question, if I can get it. Are you positive that 
you did not send to Mr. Bolton on election day a telegram of that purport, 
'things look gloomy,' or 'things look bad,' or 'things look mixed; do your 
work?' Are you positive you did not send such a telegram? 

"A. I am not positive that I did not send such a telegram, but my best recol
lection is that the contents of the tele1rram were that things were doubtful or 
mi.x,..d. 

" Q. Whe.re was that telegram sent to? 
''A. To Courtney, which was the nearest telegraph office to GrabaU. 
"Q.. Who was Mr. Bolton? 
"A. He was a. candidate for county commissioner down there. ;;Q. Was~ea.Democrat! . 

A. Yes,sl.l'. 
" Q. He was the father of the young man who was killed that evenin~rf 
"A. Yes, sir; he was his father. 
"Q. When had you seen him last before election day! 
" A. On 1\londay before. 
" Q. The election was on Tuesday? 
"A. 1 think I had seen him Saturday before. 
'' Q. The election was on Tuesday? 
"A. Yes, sir; it was on Tuesday." 
Later in the investigation, howeve1, the telegram i!Belf was produced, and a 

copy is given below, together with the testimony of the telegraph operator 
identifying it. (See pages 645 and 657.) The following is the telegram referred t-o: 

''NOVEMBER 2, lB86, 
"To D. D. BOLTON, 

"Courtney: 

"Things here look doubtful. Do your work. 
"L.KIRK." 

James E. Slater, having be~ .duly sworn, was interrogated as follows: 

''By Senator SPOONER: 

"Q.. You have ooen examined before in this investigation, have you not? 
uA. Yes, sir. 
" Q. You reside at Brenham T 
"A. Yes, sir. 
"Q. You are telegraph operator at Brenham? 
"A. Yes, sir; at Brenham, Tex. 
"Q. How long have you been operator at that place? 
".A. The last time since 1880, but I was in the office before. 
:;Q,. Were rou in charge of the office there in 1886? 

A. Yes, Sir. . 
"Q. Have you ever seen this before [showing a telegram to the witness]? 
" A. I of course have seen it, be"C&DSe the words 'seven, paid' are in my band

writing, and • fi.ed 12 m. ' is in my handwriting, &nd the time of the message 
sent to Houston is my handwriting. 

•• Q. What time was it sent to Houston? 
"A. It was sent to Houston at 12.50 p.m., it says hete. 

1~~- That was received by yon to be transmitted at 12m. on November 2, 

"A. Yes, sir. 
"Q,. And was transmitted by you T 
"A. Yes, sir; there is the evidence of it. 
"Q. It was transmitted at 12.50 p.m.? 
"A. This is the evidence of it. 
"Q. That is the memorandum made by you at the time? 
"A. Ye!!, sir; at the time. Whenever we send a message-we mark themes

sages as we send them. \Vhen we receive a message we put in here [indicat
ing) when they were filed. It was received at 12 o'cl-ock to send to Houston. 

:· ~· T~is is the original of the message which was handed to you for trans-
m~~slOn. ! 

A. Yes,str. 
"Q,. And yon sent it to Courtney by way of Houston? 
"A. Yes, sir." 

THE DIAMOb1> TICKETI>. 

The Republicans, in order to protect the colored voters from imposition and 
f~aud practiced upon their i~nor~nce andsim~licity, ha? printed tickets in a par
ticular arrau_gem~nt of the Lm~rJ~t, called" d1!'-mond tickets." Some question 
had been raised as to the validity of these twkets und~r the election laws of 
Texas, but the supreme court of Tex:8.!l a. year bewre this election had pro
nounced them valid. This decision was found in the reported volume of the 
!JOurt's decisions. These vo~umes were distributed by law amone: the county 
Judges and oue ofthem was 1n the hands of Kirk, the county jud.,.e. 

Yet a.t several polling pla.ces the diAmond tickets were discarded and were 
not returned as valid to be canvassed by the returning boards. 

lo:?; A. Mayo (colored), having been duly sworn, was interrogated as fol-

" Q. What are ye>u in politics, a Republican? 
"A. A Republican; yes, sir. 
"Q. At what polling precinct do you vote? 
"A. Independence. 
"Q. How long have you •oted in that precinct? 
"A. Ever since I ha.ve been there. I went there in 1869. The whole county 

voted at Brenham when I first went there, but I have voted there ever since. 
vC:U<te;i:!":l-ou present at tbe .election at that polling place on the 2d of No-

"A. Yes, s.iz, 
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"Q. Do you know how many votes were cast there? 
"A. Yes, sir; I think I do. 
"Q. How manv? 
"A. Three hundred and twenty-nine. 
"Q. Do you know which party was in the majority? 
"A. The Republican party. 
"Q. How much was the Republican majority? 
"A. About 45 on the whole, I believe. 
"Q,. Did you have any official connection with the election at that poll? 
"A. I was called in to be a.n inspector. 
:: Q. You '!ere one of the inspectors of the election? 

A. Yes, su-. 
:; Q. En~ed in discharging that duty all day at the polls? 

A. Yes, su. ;;Q. Were .YOU present at the count? 
A. Yes, s1r. 

"Q. There were two tickets at that election, were there, the People's ticket 
and the Republican ticket? 

"A. There was a. People's ticket, a. Republican ticket, and a. good many more 
little mixed tickets with names on them. 

:; Q. Split ~ickets, as they are called? 
A. Yes, s1r. 

;; Q. But t~e main tickets were the Republican and the People's ticket? 
A. Yes,s1r. 

"Q. The People's ticket was the ticket voted generally by the Democrats? 
"A. Yes, sir; that contained all the Democratic candidates. 
"Q. When I speak of the Republican ticket I mean the straight Republican 

ticket. 
"A. Yes, sir; that was a diamond-shaped ticket. 
"Q.. They had printed. on them the names of the Republican candidates? 
0'A. Yes sir; in full. 
:: Q. And t~e office for which each was a. candidate? 

A. Yes, sJr. ;;Q. Wer~ those tickets counted? 
A. No, s1r. 

"Q. 'Vho were the officers or that election at that polling place? 
"A. Mr. George Seward was one. ;;Q. Is he a: Democrat and a. white man? 

4. Yes, SIT. 
" Q. He was presiding judge ? 
"A. Yes, sir. 
"Q. Who else? • 
"A. A colored man named Mose Bird and another white gentleman named 

Rouse: I forget his other name. 
'' Q,. Who else'! 
"A. Just those three. 
:; Q. They J;la.d two clerks, did they not? 

A. Yes, s1r. 
"Q. 'Vho were they? 
"A. The other Mr. Seward and a. gentleman named Burt. 
"Q. Were.they white or colored men? 
"A. 'l' hey are eoth white men and Democrats. 
•• Q. Then there were but two colored Republicans on the board? 
"A. Only one; I was called in as an inspector. 
"Q. 'Vha.t happened there about the counting of those tic~ets? 
"A. When they coll)me.nced to count, the first :Mr. Seward, he wa.nted to put 

the box in n. giass case and retire to supper, and I told the colored man to ob
ject, that there was no law for him to carry the box a. way until the tickets 
were count-t-d, and l\Ir. Seward said he would see about it, and he went a.nd 
got the law and read it and said, 'All right, I will proceed to count.' In about 
an hour or such a. matter he begun to count, and counted up until he reached 
about ten Republican tickets. 

"Q.. '.rhat is these diamond-shaped tickets? 
"A. Yes, sir; and when be got up to that number-
;; Q. He co~mted ten and they were tallied? 

A. Yes, su. 
'' Q. Had they separated the People's ticket and counted them? 
''A. No, eir; they counted in full. We hadn't counted anymore than two or 

three Democratic tickets when Mr. Seward, the presiding officer, said-Hke I am 
at the end of the bench and Captain Clay there [indicating]-

.. Q. Who is Caproin Clay? 
"A. A Democrat who owned a. great deal of real estate there. He voted at 

another box, but be was present at. that time. 
"Q. He did not vote at that polling place? 
''A. No, ~ir; not at all. He just stood there, find he said something I did not 

understand. I was sitting about like this gentleman over there [indicating), 
and Mr. l:)eward said, 'I was thinking that myself, and I will reject them, and I 
will not count those tickets any further; they are not legal; I will just rule 
them out.' 

"Q. Who said that? 
''A. Tht:ljudge-the presiding officer. 
"Q,. This Captain Clay said something to him you did not understand, and 

this pr, siding judge said, 'I was thinking so myself?' 
'·A. Yes, sir. 
"Q. And he said, 'I will make tlle objection,' didn't he? 
''A. He said, • I object to those tickets being counted any farther; I will rule 

them out.' Then everything was silent for ten or fifteen minutes, and a. good 
many gentlemen around there-white men, Democrats-didn't like it somehow 
or another; some good citizens, and Mr. 'Villiams was there. 

"Q. You say several white Democrats objected to their being ruled out? 
"A. Yes, sir; they spoke agin it. · 
•· Q,. Including this Mr. Williams? 
"A. Yes,' sir. Afler ten or fifteen minutes ~Ir. Seward said, 'I will see about 

that,' and they said • Telephone to Brenham,' and he right awl\y went over to 
the telephone otlice, and he came back, and in a very high tone ho says, 'lt is 
just like I said; they are flinging them out all over the county,' and be spoke 
of a little precinct above Brenham where there was a Democratic majority up 
there of two-third~. and said tbe diamond-shaped tickets were beinz ftung out 
all over the county, and he ruled them to be flung out; and be said 'We will 
take a vote ou it .' He said 'There are three of us,' and looking at me he said, 
'You can not vote,' nu<.l I said,' I wasn't asking to vote,' and he said, 'lf I can 
get anothe1· one to go with me we will vote it out.' At that time J'rir. 'Villiams 
and some other gentlemen stepped in and said, • There is no law for it-for the 
flingi n~ of these tickets out-; and tho way you are mixing up things up here 
you will :;;-ctyourself into trouble about it.' Then some one said, • We will have 
a test.' • Well,' they said, ' let them ha'\"ea test,' nnd Mr. Seward proceeded to 
vote and so did the other omcers in regnr·d to flinging them out, and the most 
of the board Yoted ag-ainst it. So when [ oome to them they commenced to lay 
them out one side, and 1 said , • I object to that. I say these tickets ought to be 
strung and put. in thnt box and carried up to the commissioner's court.' 1\lr. 
!Seward said, 'All rig-ht, we will strin~ them.' &>we had a needle and we strung 
them, and I kept a sort of tally, you know, and I was s itting there, and he said 
to Mr. Young, 'You keep a special tally here out.'lide; I want to See how these 

things runi·, and Mr. Clay and Mr. Young kept that tally, and when they wound 
up that ta. ly be said, • How many more of those diamond-shaped things have 
you got there?' and Captain Clay said, 'We are nea-r through;' and.just before 
we got throlll{h with them Captain Clay wrote a little note and pasaed it to Mr. 
Young, and Mr. Young looked at it and he passed it to the presiding officer, 
and be looked o.t it and tore it up. And as soon as they got through the diamond
shaped tickets Captain Clay he raised up on his feet, and the tally he kept, the 
special tally, he tore it all to pieces. 

"Q. That is, they counted these diamond·ahaped tickets after they bad ruled 
them out? 

"A. Yeslsir; counted them in the whole. 
"Q.. Aha. he kept tally of them? 
"A. Yes sir. 
"Q. And then this note was passed around? 
"A. Yes, sir; by Captain Clay. . 
"Q. And he tore up the record of the number? 
"A. Yes, sir; when the presiding officer read it he tore it up, and 'ome man 

said, • You ought not to suffer that thiag to be done;' and I said, 'Things are 
too critical here; you remember Chapel Hill; I don't dare to say a word.' Then 
some one walked in and touched Mr. Young with his walking-cane and he 
walked out, and the colored people commenced getting scared, thinking about 
Chapel Hill two years ago. I told them all to be quiet. I says, 'This thing will 
be attended to. I don't want anybody to get burt, so be still;' and they all kept 
still. Mr. Sewar~ after he got through counting, got up and put all the tickets 
into the box and said, 'You see they will all go to Brenham, and they will de
cide it between us there,' and then went straight home. 

"Q. How many of those tickets were there? 
"A. There was 187 in the whole. 
"Q. That is to say, 187 of the rejected, ruled out, diamond-shaped tickets? 
"A. Yes,sir" (pages~). ·. 

Carl Schutze, esq., test.ified as follows: 

"Q. Do you know how many votes were thrown out at this last election? 
"A. Yes, sir. I will give you tho figures. At Independence, 187 votes; at 

Chapel Hill, 188 votes; and at Felder's box, 100 votes. 

"By Mr. 8PooNER: 

"Q. Are those Republican votes you are talking about? 
"A. Yes, sir; Republican votes, the diamond-shape ticket, the straight Re

publican ticket, and it makes a total of 475. 

"By Mr. EuSTIS: 
"Q. What box do you mean by Felder's box? 
"A. I am not so well posted in that section of the country that! should know. 

It is called Felder's box. · . 

"By Mr. SPOONER: 
"Q. You mean to be understood as saying that iii the county canvass 475 di~ 

mood-shaped tickets were thrown out? · 
"A. Yes, sir; they were thrown out. They were stmight Republican tickets. 

I will state that I take these figures from an article ·whichap-pea;red in my news- . 
paper on the 11th of November. I charge also that the following Republican 
majorities were in the boxes that were stolen, if you desire to hear the state
ment. 

"Q.. Republican majorities in the stolen boxes, you mean? 
"A. Yes, sir. At GrabaU's, 360; at Flewellen's, l:W; and at Lott's Store, 123. 
"Q. Where do you get your figures? 
"A. I got them from all sources that I could get them at that time. I under

stood at the time,a.nd have learned since, that these figures are correct, a.nd I 
think they have been sworn to here. That makes a total of 1,108 votes that. 
were thrown out and stolen. 

"Q. That is, Republican vote!!? 
"A. Yes, sir; I, 108 votes that were stolen from there and thrown out. In this 

connection I might state the majorities which, according to my figuring on U~e 
face of tbe returns, the several officers had. Paul Fricke, 580, that is the mi-
norit.y which we had on the face of t-he returns; Carl Schutze, 582. . 

" Q. 'Vbat are those figLtres? 
"A. They are the minorities on the face cf the returns. 
"Q. Who ran against you in that election? 
"A. Judge Kirk. 
" Q. Then you mean to say that on the returns as they were canvassed by 

Judge Kirk and the connty commissioner!!, he, Kirk, had 582 majority? 
"A. I think that wns it-. That is the way I receiYed tho figures. I do not 

know whether they are exactly fair or not. But that is the way I received them 
at tho time, and I have not looked at them since. _,Villiam Ehlert, for collector, 
612, and C. C. Bt-yan, 70i for county clerk; Allen Wilder, for county attorney, 
742. He is a colored man. 

"Q. Who was the Democrat who was running against Wilder 1 
"A. Mr. Rodgera. Against these minorities on the face of the returns we 

have to set off 1,108, and we claim we are elected by from {1;0 to 600 majority. 
"Q. 'Vhat have you on the member of assembly? 
"A. I did not pay any attention to that in my article. I just read from t~e 

article which I wrote at the time, and I have no personal recollection of it since 
(page 214). 

"By Mr. EusTIS: 
"Q. How many votes do you claim you were elected by as against .Judge 

Kirk, leaving out everybody else? 
"1\Ir. SPOONER. That is, if his votes had been counted. 
"A. On the face of the returns they had 582. Take 1,108 votes that were thrown 

out and still that leaves 526 votes. I claim l was elected by a. majority of 526 
votes. 

"Q.. That is, counting all the ballots that were thrown out and stol~:n? 
"A. Yes, sir· and the majorities that were stolen" (page 215). 
Florence D . .'rodon testifies as follows as to the notice to the judges of the 

election that the diamond tickets were held to be valid by the supreme court of 
Texas: · 

"Q,. About these diamoud-shaped tickets. How long bad they been in use in 
that county prior to this elect.ion? 

"A. I never saw them before. 
"Q. How long bad they been in use in the State? 
"A. They had been used in Brazoria County, in the southern part of the 

Stnte. 
:: Q. Prior ~o this election your court had held them valid? 

A. Yes, SJr. 
"Q. Had this decision of the court been published generally throughout the 

State? 
''A. Yes, sir; it is published in 63 Texas Reports, page 893. 
:: Q. Had tp.is volume of reports been published before this election? 

A. Yes,s1r. 
"Q,. How long before? 
"A. Some months before; and not only published there, but publishe(l in 

all our law journaLs. As fast as they are given they are published in pamphlea 

• 
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form in the law journals, and then the State reporter puts them into the State 
volumes ofreports. 

•· Q,. So that it had come to the knowledge of tho profession generally? 
"A. Yes, sir" (page 186). 

R-. P. Hackworth testifies as follows: 
•.• Q. And now, in regard to the other place, Independence. 

the diamond-shaped tickets there 1 

On the 18th or 19th of November these prisoners, without any application to 
that end, as far as appears, and after these papers were ready for their presenta
tion to the judge of the district of Houston, but before t-heir presentation, were 
sent back to Brenham and lodged in jail. This transfer required the prepara
tion of a new set of papers. On the 2d of December, about midnight or a little 
later, the jail was visited by an armed and ma.sked company,some six or eight 

They threw out in number. 

"A. Yes, sir; and at two polls in the Chapel Hill precinct-at Felder's Gin 
and in the town of Chapel Hill. There they threw out the diamond-shaped 
tickets. 

"Q.. Were diamond-shaped tickets cast in other parts of the county by Repub
licans? 
· "A. Yes, sir; it was the straight Republican ticket throughout the county. 

"Q. Were they thrown out all over the county? 
"A. No, sir; only at those three boxes. 
"Q. The canvassers counted the diamond-shaped tickets polled at Democratic 

precincts and only threw out the diamond-shaped tickets from these Republican 
P<?'!Js? . 

A. Yes, sir. 
"Q. Who made up that board of county canvassers? 
"A. Judge Kirk and the county commissioners. 
" Q. Who were the county commissioners? 
"A. Mr. Felder was one, and Mr. Bolton, the father of the young man who was 

killed, was another. 
•• Q. He was a candidate on the ticket? 
"A. Yes, sir; and there were two other commissioners. 
''Q. Were they Democrats or Republicans? 
"A. All Democrats. 
"Q. 'Vas there a lawyer on that board except Judge Kirk? 
"A. I think not; I am sure there was no other lawyer but Judge Kirk. 
:: Q. Is he~ practicing lawyer in your community? · 

A. Yes,s1r. 
'' Q. How long has he been in practice? 
"A. I think ever since 1880. · 
"Q. How long has Judge Kirk lived there? 
"A. I think he was born and raised in the county" (page 233). 
0. B. Potter testifies as follows as to the reason and purpose of the diamond 

tickets: 
"Q. Do you know why the tickets were made diamond-shaped? 
"A. I could tell you what my opinion is about it, if you would. like to know. 
'·Q. I should like to have it. 
".A. Well, the large majority of the colored people of thatcountycan not read; 

they are unable to read their tickets-a large majority of them, and if they do 
not have a ticket by which they can know they are voting the Republican ticket 
without reading it, why they are not satisfied; and for that reason,asi suppose, 
to prevent designing men changing their tickets, and interlining and putting in 
Democrats in place of Republicans, they made a straight Republican ticket, dif
ferent in shape from any ticket in the field, in order that those men who could 
not read should be certain they were voting a straight Republican ticket, as lliey 
all de~ired to do, or nearly all" (pages 125 and 126). 

The guards were awake and away from the jail and in the adjacent court
bouse, upstairs, sitting by the stove. The town constable on watch that bight 
was upstairs, with these guards, and upon hearing the noise and looking from 
their windows the three men started to go down to the street. They were cov
ered by the guns of some of the assailants of the jail and ordered to'' keep quiet, 
and they would not be hurt, and they returned to the room and remained there 
to look out upon the removal of three prisoners from the jail by this company 
of armed and masked men. 

These midnight visitors were admitted by the jailer, they informing him that 
they had a prisoner for the jail. The jailer, who seems to have had the keys of 
the ce Us in his hands, laid them down by the lamp which he deposited on a table 
in full sight. The armed men entering forced the jailer behind the opened door, 
threw a waterproof over his head, and two men held guard over him. The de
mand of the keys from the jailer was superseded by their observing the keys in 
sight. 

Some of the party opened the cells of the eight colored men, ascertained from 
them their respective names, selected from them Alfred Jones, Ephraim (called 
also Stuart) Jones, and Shad Felder, and leaving the other five locked in their 
cells, took these three from the jail. They marched their pinioned captives be
fore them out through the streets of the town, where they were joined by a 
mounted armed escort, spoken of variously as from twenty-five to seventy-five. 
The cavalcade conducted their captives along the public road to a point about 
a mile from Brenham. Here these colored men were hung "on a pecan tree," 
and there left until they were cut down the next morning by citizens who had 
come from the town. . 

The dead bodies were taken to the jail, when, in the language of. the local 
paper, the Brenham Banner, "new drawers, undershirts, and nice shrouds 
were purchased and good coffins procured, and the bodies prepared for burial, 
after which they were turned over to their friends and relatives, who took them 
to their homes near Flewellen's for buril\1." . . . · 

A coroner'sinquestwas held, evidence heard,and the conclusion reached waa
" We, the jury, find that A. Jones, E. Jones, and S. Felder came to death by 

being hanged by parties to us unknown." 
It docs not appear to the committee that any participation, certainly any 

guilty complicity, in the death of Bolton was imputed by any one to either of 
these murdered men. The selection for execution from among the eight im
prisoned was careful, deliberate, and systematic. The other five were imme
diat-ely set at large on merely formal bonds of 5500 each. Polk Hill, then and 
now in custody, was the only person suspected or accused of being the actor in 
the homicide. 

The committal of the eight by Kirk, according to the e\'idence before the com
mittee, and their discharge on bond were equally illegal, as the charge of mur
der, the only one alleged against them, was not by the law of Texas bailable, as 
the committal made it, nor bailable after committal except after judicial exami
uation. 

THE MURDER OF THE {,'OLORED MEN ALFRED JONES EPHRADI JONES AND SHAD The committee is, therefore1 upon all the evidence, of the opinion that these 
'FELDER. ' ' murders were each committea upon the motive and in t_he interest of the policy 

. . . . . and purpose that had countenanced and caused the "raids" on the ballot-boxes 
On the 9th o.f November, one week after t~e electiOn, Kuk committed to Jail 1 at that election. The sacrifice of these worthy and blameless lives was de-

at Brenham eight colored men. The commitment was as follows: manded for the suppression of ~heir evidence, which would have demonstrated 
" Tlu State of Texas to the aheri:ff or any constable of Har-rW County greeting . t be death of Bolton, as befalling him in the act of a preconcerted attack upon 

.. h h . ' . · th e ballot-box at Flewellen's to defeat the election of the Republican ticket • 
. . You are ereby commanded t at you take mt{) custody, and commit to the '£he committee can not find any escape from this conclusion upon the whole 
Jail of your co~n~y, Stev~ Jacks<?n, ~lfred Jones, Ephraim Jo~es, S~ad Felder, body and weight of the testimony. The following extracts from the evidence 
John Glass, Willll\m Davts, Phehx Kmlow, Andy Hayes, charged wxth murder, support this conclusion. · 
and there safely keep to appear at the next term of our county court, to be held • 
!~e~~C:0~adm~~h?:u1!'~f~~r November, 1886, unless he gives good and sum- ·~w. S. Buster, having been duly sworn, was interrogated as follows: 

"Given under my hand officially this 9th clay of No\'ember, A.D.l886. ''Q. What political party do you belong to there? 
"[sEAL.] LAFAYETTE KIRK, "A. The Democratic party. 

"Issued 9th November,1886." 
"County Judge w. Co. :: Q.. You ~ave always been a Democrat and are still? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Upon some demonstration or indication that an attack would be made on the 
jail, these prisoners w~re sent to Houston and there bela in jail. While there 
the prisoners were visited by their counsel, Mr. F. D. Jodon, who there pre
pat·ed the papers to take them out of jail by habe~U~ corpus. With Mr. Jodon 
was associated Mr. C. R. Breedlove, a prominent lawyer and citizen of Bren
ham , a Democrat, and they had been retained professionally and fees paid them 
by the friends of the prisoners. A copy of the papers prepared is as follows : 
"To the Hon. I. B. l\lcF ARLAND, 

~ Judge of the Twenty·fi: &t Judicial J?istr-ict of the State of Texas: 
• • The petition of Steward Jones respectfully represents that your petitioner 

. Is illegally .restrained of his liberty by N. E. Dever, sheriff of Washington 
County, Texas, under the;charge of murder, and thatthe said N. E. Dever re
strains your petitio~er •. as aforesaid, b~ virtue of a ~arrant to him directed by 
.Tohn A. Vernon, a Justice of the peace m and for said county, a. copy of wliich 
is hereto attached. Wherefore your petitioner prays your honor tQ grant him 
the writ of habeas corpus directed to the said N. E. Dever, sheriff as aforesaid 
commanding him to bring your petitioner, together with t-he authority for hi~ 
aiTest and detention, beforeyourhonoratsuch time and plaoo RSto your honor 
may seem fit, that justice may be done in the premises. 

"STEW ART JONES. 
"Before me this day in person came Stewart Jones, who, being duly sworn 

s~ys th.at the allegations of the foyoegoing petition are true, according to his b~ 
llef, thts 30th day of November, 1886. 

"R. P. HACKWORTH, 
•' Justice of the Peace, Washington County." 

"THE STATE OF TEXAS, Washington County: 
"To the Hon. I. B. McFARLAND, 

"Judge2l.!tJud. D.: 
"Your petitioner, John Glass, respectfully represents that.lhe is illegally re

strained of his liberty by George Ellis, sheriff of Harris County Texas under a 
commitme~t is~ued by L. Kirk, county judge of Washington County, 'Texas, a 
copy of whtch x;;s attached hereto and made part of this petition. Wherefore he 
prays that a writ of habeas corpus may issue in his behalf. 

"JOHN (his x mark) GLASS." 

. "P~rsonally appeared before the undersigned authority John Glass, the peti- · 
ttOJ?-~r above named, wl?-o, on oath, s~ys_ that . the allegations in the foregoing 
petit JOn are trnel accord!ng to the belief of the petitioner. 

"Sworn to ana subscrxbed (by mark) before me this November 16,1886. 
. - "ALEX. ERICHRON, 

"Clerk County Court, Harris County, Te:~:a~~, 
"lly L. H. WARING, Deputy,, 

XX-116 

"Q. Did you know of the fact of three of those eight men being taken out of 
jail and hung? 

"A. Yes, sir; I was on duty as a policeman in town the night they were taken 
out. 

"Q. What were you engaged about as policeman at that time; where was 
your station? • 

"A. l\iy station included the whole town, pretty much. Thera is one officer 
on at a time. At the time they came I was down at the city hall, near the jail. 
The city hall is an upper stQry and commanded a view of the jail-yard in the 
adjoining building. . . 

"Q. Were you up there in the second story? 
"A.. I was up there when the crowd came-in the second story of the build· 

ing, in the city hall. · 
"Q. You commande4 the jail from where you stood? 
"A. I could see the front of the jail-yard; I commanded a view of the front 

ofthejail-yard. It was night when they came. 
"Q,. What time of the day or night was it that you were looking on and saw 

what you have described? . 
"A. Well, I went up there, I presume, about a quarter past 12. I think it was 

that time when I went up into the city hall. . . . 
"Q. In the daytime? 
"A. No, sir; in the night. I had not been up_the~e but a ·few minutes, I don't 

know exactly how long, when the gentlemen who were there with me-there 
were two with me-

'• Q. Who was with you? 
"A. There was Mr. Leonard G. and John Lockett. They were there as guards 

for the jail. 
" Q. Where were they? 
"A. They were in the city hall too. I was up there sitting by the stove. andJl 

hadn' t been there but a few minutes, and I think"l\Ir. Leonard G. looked out 
and said, 'The yard is full of men." I looked then, and I could see several men 
in the yard, and I started to go down on the street. The way IJ:xad to go down 
was through a stairway which went from the outside. I ran on down to the 
street in front, and as I started down there were three or four men rode around 
in front of the steps and halted us, and asked who we were, and Mr. Lockett, 
who was with me, told them who we were, and they told us then tQ go back up 
in the roo::n and keep silent; • Keep quiet,' they said. 

"Q,. Whotold you this? 
"A. I don't know, sir. It was a man on the street on horseback. I could not 

recognize who he was. 
"Q,. Was he armed? 
"A. Yes, siri he had a gun. I could see that several had guns. 
'' Q,. What did you do then? 
"A. I went back in the hall. 
"Q. Youwentupstairs? 
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".A... Yes. sir; I went upstairs where tbey told we to.~. 
'"Q, Wbatrbeca.we of the two men whe were with you? 
•:A. They went back:, too; one of them went back with me upstairs'! 
"' Q.. And the other one had st.a.id there? 
'"'A.. Yes. m ;: h.& sta id there; he d:idn ' tcor:JW down at alL 
... Q. You sa.y they were guards oftlle j\\il? 
"A. Yes, sir. 
"Q. Was it their business to be up where they were? 
"A. 'VeU,.ldon>t know abouttba.b. 
0 Q.. Did you inqnire as. you went down what the. disturbance was. about.? 
••A~ No, sir ;. l did not sa.y anything to the~ 
"Q. Did you know what iC was abou't 
•~A. Well, I snpposed what it was. 
"'Q. Wbat; did yoo, suppose? 
"" A. I supposed what they had come for. I had heard o( an. attempt being 

made once before. I ha.d heard ofsomething which led me to believe that was 
what it was-for. 

..._ Q. What was ft! 
•• A.. I heard there llad been some threats made that they would take, them 

out~ That ia the way l undet"Btood: it. 
"Q. Ho.w tong before this llad' you heard that'!' 
•• A. Wen, it had been some time; that was before the prisoners were taken 

away. They were taken off to Houston for awhile, and then they were brought 
back. and tltis was a. few days after they were brought ba.ck that. this occurred. 
IJlad heard no. threats or anything after they had returned until this. 

•• Q. Then, how loug: before this niJth t. had you. heard thera were. threats to 
take them out t . 

' A. Well. it had been a week or two; I don't remember the time. 
"Q.. And you had been a policeman all this while r 
.. A. Yes, s1r. 
"Q. Hadyoudoneanythingabouli itt 
"A. No sir· I had not 
"Q. ·who. vias the. head of the police force of which. you. were a member.? 
"A. Mr. T. L. Swa.yg_e is our marshal. 
... Q. Did yon see him there that night? 
"A .. No. sir; 1i saw him. in theforeput: or t~ night, IbeJieve, early in the 

night.. 
:: Q. At th~ tim.e you were there did you see hlm at ~11? 

A. No,sU". 
" Q. Wl'len you went down stairs let me understand whether you made any 

inquiry oJt not of what the disturbance was for ? 
•• A. No. sir ~ I did not. 
' ~ Q. You thought you knew, did you. not7 
u .A... Wen, yes, sir; l thought I knew what the design was_ 
"Q.. Who-was the first person who-spoke to you; wlloa.mongthecr.owddown 

there flrstl spoke to you? 
"A. This man I speak of riding around on his horse spoke to us, halted us, 

and asked us who we. were. and .Mr. Lockett. told him. who we were and gave 
him our names. 

"Q.. Who was Mr. Lockett? 
••.A. Mr. Lockett was one of lhe guards who went down. with us. 
... Q. How did this man can, the one who was on horseback; what did he sa.y? 
"A. He. said 'Hold up there,' and then he says. ' Who is that 'l' Mr. Lock-

ett tol d !Jim our names. ~wel4' he says. 'go back now up into the room and 
keep quiet, and you will not b& molested,> or something:. He bad a gun pre
sented at a half present. 

'' Q. Did he aim U at you? 
"A. He had it pointed in our direction; yes, si:J:. ::Q.. WelJ.,.!t was pointed at you., was it not? 

A. Yes, Sir. 
n Q. Did he say he would fir& if you came down! 
•• A. No, sir; he made no further threats, but we understood by his. motions 

what be would do. 
''Q.. Re pointed the gun. at you, and ~ldyouto~obackand be quiet and you 

w?,uld not b~ molested? 
A. Yes,su. 

"Q. Wereyo~armed? 
"A. I had a pistol. 
~; Q.. Was Lockitt n:rmed? 

A. I suppose so-, SlT. 
"Q.. With a pistol? 
"A. Yt>s, sir; be bad no gun. 
"Q.. Well, you went back then? 
"A. Yes, sir; I went back. 
"Q. What took place after they went up there? 
"A. The-y remained there a few minutes', I can not say how long, and they 

came back then, I suppooe&, wnnth& men they took out; I could not ten. · I 
could not see who they were. 

"Q. But you could see the men they brought down? 
" A. I could not see but one of them that! I identified a& a prisoner. As they 

eame out of t he front door they bad a Hgbt whh them iru!ide, and when they 
came out some of thew held the light back in the building, and as the. first six 
or eight men stepped out of the jJt.U they were in. the li~h~ from the fawp they 
held inside, and 1 coutdsee them, and Icoaldeee oneoftheprisoners.it looked 
like, with his hands pinioned behind hi~ but I could not say who he waa. ::Q.. Cotrl~ see that he was a colored man? 

A. Yes,s1r. 
"'Q. And his- hands w-ere- pinioned behind him? 
"A. Yes, sir; itappeared to me they were; heheldhishands in thatposition. 
"Q. Did these men bave hold of him? 
"A. No, sir; I could not My that they did . 
... Q. Was he in among them, in the midst of them? 
"A. Yes, sir; he was right in the midst ofthem-he was surrounded by them. 

Then they blew out the light, and I could only see the dark bulk of the men as. 
they went a long. 

'' Q . As this procession came out from the jail they put out their lights? 
"A. Yes, sir; before the last ones got out. 
"Q. What furthett could yoo see? 
"A. I could not see- any more. The erowd that went hom the jail-yard went 

to-the front tog-ethe r and were there but a short time. and they blew a whistle 
as a sort ofsigBa.I, I suppose, and soon after that we could hear the horsemen 
eoming dowtt the s treet iD di:ft'erent directions. and they an went oif down ths 
street. 

"Q. These men on horseback appFoacbed at that signal! 
.. A. Y es , si r; the men on horseback followed the prisoners in a sor~of pro

cess ion, from what I could find out. 
"Q. I understood you to say that after the signal tnen on horseback came 

down the-different streets-"!' 
"A. Yes, sir; and fell into procession, and they all went off' together. 
;; Q. They joined this party and all went off together on horseback! 

A. Yes, str. 
"Q. How were those prisoners carried off; did y"Ou see that'! 
"A. No, sir; I did not see that. After they get outside of the- jail-yard I 

could not see them from the window I was at. 

"Q. Was- that. tb.e end of that. Ulll.t.ter? 
·~A. It was the end of it so far as 1 could see" (pages 77-81)~ 
The character o.i the colored men. who were. murdered is shown by. tiM fol

lowing testfmony of W. H. Blount (see page 129) : 
:: Q.. You ~ew these men who were hanged, did you? 

A. Yes, s1r . 
"Q.. How long bad you kno.wn them 't · 
"A. One of them, Shad Felder, I had known. !Ol" ten, years> I ®n't remember 

how lQng I had kno.wo the others. 
«Q. One or thetn was.an old man2 
"'A. Yes, sir; one wasAlph Jones; he was about sixty or sixty-five years ()}d. 
:: Q. Were: they bad men ? 

A. No, su. 
"Q. They were men. of good reputation?-
•• A. They were all good, peaceable citizens~ all three o! them.. 
"Q. Religions men, do you know; members of any church?' 
"A. Two Q( them were. Shad Felder &D.d Alfred Jones. Stewart Jones was 

not. a member of the church . 
<• Q.. What was their business? 
"A. They were farmers. Shad Felder owned a nice little farm of his own, 

with a steam-gin on it, and was in go.od c.ircuw.stances._ 
"Q. Was he a man of family? 
''A. Yes, sir; he bad a wife and one child. 
'' Q.. How about the others ? 
"A. I do not know as to the families of the others. They have. got familiM, 

though, but! do not know about the number~ 
"Q. But each had a wife and children? 
"A. I can not say about a wife and children, but each lla.d a wife, I know. 
'' Q. You sa.y one of them owned a place? 
"A. Yes, sir; he owned a place, a nice little farm. 
"Q . .And lived on his own farm? 
"A. Yes, sir; that was Shad Felder. 
"Q.. Did the others work as farm hands or rent land ? 
"A. They rented farms. 
:: Q. And ~ised their own crops? 

A. Yeshs1r. 
"Q. Bot of them? 
"A. Yes, sir." 

Joseph Hoffmann, the candidate for the position or assessor on both tickets, 
testilies as follow& {see- pages 142,. 143) ~ 

"Q. Now, did you not understand, and was it not understood in the commun
ity, that these three men were. ha.nged because they could tell the truth about 
what took place at. fue killing of _Bolton? 

"A. Yes, sir; that has been the general impression. 
"Q. Did one of those three men testify at the coroneJ.:'s inquest held ltJ)On 

Bolton! . 
"A. I do not understand your question. 
'' Q. Did one of these three. men who were. afte.rward& hanged give evidence 

at the Bolton inquest.? 
"A. Yes, sir; 1 tbink so . 
" Q. Did he at the inquest state that Bolton was masked? 
•• A. I heard tha.~ Shad Felder stated at the inquest. tha.t Bolton was masked': 

that is my understanding of it. 
'' Q. And he was banged, was he not? 
.. A. Yes; he. was hanged!' 

F. D_.Iodon, esq., testified as follows (see pages ln-17'l, 181): 

"Q. You know, other than from hearsay, of the arrest ot these negroes. do 
younot'? . · 

' 'A. Oh, yes, sir; I was counsel for the.miD preparing application f91'the writ 
of habeas co.rpu~ 

• Q. These men were all Republicans, were they notT 
"A. Yes, sir ; I have no doubt of it. 
:: Q. All oo~r~d men?' 

A. Yes, sur. 
"Q. When did you first see them after their arrest? 
"A. I saw them at Houston about the 15th of November. 
"Q. They we:re arrested on the- 3d of N ovembes '? 
''A. Yes, sir·; ou. themorningoi the 3d. They were. brought to the-Brenham 

ia.il and put. in. jail there, and a IDObo cam& up. so we heard, for the purpose of 
hanging them. 

" Q.. Did you see the mQb? 
"A. No, siri I did not. Tb& sberi1f, lunder.stood .. had seen them down in the 

bottom, a few miles from that place. 
;: Q. Did ~ou see any or these men while they were in jail at Brenham? 

A. No, sir. , 
"Q.. You were not retained by them until after their removal to Houston? 
"A. No, sir; is faett, fueir Republican friends were. afraid to go to see them. 

The.yha.daskedme to prepare a writ of habeas corpus; Mr~Breedlove had asked 
me. 

"Q.. How long before 'h~y were removed to Houston were you retained'! 
"A. I wa& retained abou-. the 14th or lath ol November and paid a fee, Mr. 

Breedlove and myseJ!.. 
"Q. Did you know upon what charge these men were committed to jail? 
"A. When I went to Houston the only thin~: I could derive any information 

from was the com.mUmen• of Judge Kirk on the charge of murder. 
" Q. Do you mean to- sa.y that these- men were committed: to jail by Judge 

Kirk? 
"A. I found out afterwards, when I prepared the second application at Bren

ham, that they weTe put in jail there by ~ohn A. Vernon. 
"Q. At Brenham 't 
s • A. Yes sir. He was sent np-from Flewellen's Store. He is a magistrate in 

that justice's preci-nct. 
' ' Q. Did you prepare applications for habeas corpus? 
" A. Yes, sir; two sets of tbew. 
"Q. For each of these wen? 
" A. Yes, sir; each of these men, and I have them here. 
"Q. Had there been any examination of' these men on this charge? 
u ~ None a.t. all within m}' knowledge. 
"Q. Are .they in the b.abft, when men are charged with murder down there 

i.D tha' country, of admitting them to five-hundred-dollar bail before examina
tion'! 

"A. No, sir; our law is that no man charged with mnrdercsn be bailed until 
be has bad an examination, and a justice of the peace can not bail him at all 
in a. murder case. The county iudg& and others. can, but. it milS he aiteJ' an 
examination. 

~; ~ ~ ~~' ~t:. ~ou prepared two se.ts of papers t . 

"Q. When did you pxepare the first set? 
"A. On the 15th 01' 16th of November, when I went to Houllton, I prepared 

them in the oow:~b.ouse there. and took the ex-deputy county clerk with me to 
swear to it. 
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"Q, b this a copy of your application? · . 
"A. No, sir; that is the apph<'atioli itself o! e.ach one. It Js t.he originaJ. I 

never presented them to the judge. They were b~oll&'ht back before I could 
do it, and that necessitated a further application. 

" Q, W ben were these mao brought back from. that jaU at Brenham? 
"A. About the 18th ot· 19th of November. -
"Q. Was the fact that you had drawn the papers and were proposing to ap-

ply for a. writ of habeas corpus known throughout Brenham? 
"A. Yes, sir; well known. 
"Q. Who was retained with you as a lawyer to secure the Hberatlon of these 

men upon a writ of habeae oorpua? 
"A. Mr. C. R. B~eedlove. 
"Q. Is be a prominent lawyer there? 
"A. Yes, sir; quite prominent. 
''Q. A Republican or Democrat? 
"A. He is 11o Democrat. 
"Q. Before you presented thiS' first application to the judge the men were 

taken from Houston and returned to Brenham? 
''A. Judge McFill'landwatJtheo holdingdistrictcourtina.nadjoiningcounty, 

e.nd told us that he had ten Ol" eleven murder cases on his docket and be could 
not take them up· a6 once, as the. law-directs. He told ua. to hoJd them for a 
while. Then in the mean time. they were bl'Ought up from BOUllton two days 
after I left Houston. 

"Q. Why were these men taken to Houston? 
"A. Thi.lt m<}b. that. wu com.U:tg- up to. hang them from below had been heard 

of~ 
"Q. Upon whose direction were they taken to Hooston 't" 
".A. I can not. say. - . 
"Q.. Were they taken tbel'e. o.fi the, instance ot the sheritf alono? 
"A. I can n<» say. 
"Q. They were taken therein order th&ttheymight.beprotectedfromamob'? 
"A. Yes, sir 1 to protect them f~ being hanged. 
"Q. Had the feeling against 'hem quieted down before they were nturaedor 

brought back to Brenham? 
"A. It seemed to be e-p.tirely so~ They were brought back withouimyknowl .. 

edge of anything of the kind. They were brought. up one night while I was down 
at the depot talking to a friend. 

"Q. Why were they brought back; do yo.u know. 
"A. I do not know. 
"Q. At whose instance were they brought back?-
"A. It is said that the county commissioners' court issued an order for them 

to be brought back. 
"Q. You say the excitement had all quieted down! 
"A. No, sir; there wa.s considerable exciteme.nt yet. but I bad no idea th&.t 

ihe prisoneF& w&re in danger. lt had died down, th& excitement had, and we 
all though~ in Brenham that there waa no danger to them at all. 

"Q. So that you did IlQt consider the necessity thai led to the.ir ol'iginal re
moval in orde.r to prole® them still existed ? 

"A. No, sir, I did not; although Mr. Fricke warnedmeallthetimetbahrhen 
the men were brought back they wouJd be hanged, but. I l&UIIhed at him.. 

:: 'f'. ~~~e~~~h ~e{9b\>:'~~fq~v=~r. 
"Q. When were they hanged? 
"A. On the 2d of December. 
"Q. Did you ever have any talk with those men? . . 
"A. Yes, sir; at both Houston and Brenham I had tu.U eollversation "With 

them in regard to whatthey knew, 
•• Q. Did you talk wit.h tLl1 of them. the. eight men? 
"A. With all oi them. 
"Q. Why did you not get the writ of habeas corpus issued? 
«The WITNESS. DoyoUJ mean the first, or last timet 
"Mr. SPOONER. No; since. 
"A. In the first place the judge told us to wait until he bad a. little moro leis

ure time. 
"Mr.EvARTS. Wbatjudge? 
"The WITNESS. The district judge, J. B .. McFarland. And in the next placl'! I 

had gone down to jail wi~b R. P. Hackworth, a.nd they had sworn to the-a ap
plication, and Jailer &his. was up the.Pe at the time, and Mr. Breedlov-e had 
taken the applications to Judge McFarland that day. a.nd that. night they were 
hung. 

''By M.r.Sl>~: 
"Q. Was it generally known in Brenham. tha' M'r. Breedlove hadstazted with 

the application for a writ of habeas corpus? 
"A. I believe so. I made it known myself; I did not conceal it at alL 
"Q. And t~t night, before they couJd be presented to the- judge, the:r were 

banged? 
"A. Yes, sir; they may have been presented and In the hand& ef the judge. 

but I do not know. 

"By Mr. EvARTS: 
"Q. Rub before this writ wu served on the sherltrthe:r were hangedt 
va. Yea.si.r. 

• • • • • • 
u Q. 18 there any genel'ft.l sentiment in that. community a.s to tlle c:au.so ot pur

pose for which those negroes were hanged? 
"A. Yes, sir; the general opinion was that they were banged to prevent their 

evidence. from being brought forward. I have heard plenty Q( men of bot.h 
parti~ say that." 

Mr. S. A. Haekwcuth testifies a.s lollowa (see pages 230,237, 288}: 
"Q. You bad something- to do ~ith this habeas corpus applica.ti~ did ;you 

no•? 
''A. Yes, sir; I took an act-ive part in it. 
"Q. The theory on which tba.t waa asked wa.s lt.ha.t if the examination had 

been had it would develop the names of the pel'$ons who had taide<t the ballot. 
boxes? 

' 1A. Yes, sir. 
"Q. And your claim is that those men were killed to obliterate their testi· 

mony? 
.. A. Oh, there is no doubt. of that. The day befol"e these coloted men wel'e~ 

hung Judge. Kirk, Mr. Ror:ers. Mr.~earcy, o.od nearly all the Delllocra..tic of· 
tlcials were in close coQsu,ltation, not only in the court-hou!;u~ wbi.l!perin~t._ but. 
they would come out on the streets. and seemed to be very excited:. Mr. Fricke. 
came to me iQ the eveninga.nd said, •There i& miscbieJ'brewing. I can tell by 
jthe way these fellows are acting at the court-house there i& some plot oQ hand, 
and,' he says, 'I am v~ry fearful these freedmen in jail will be hung. They 
know that Breedlove ha.s gone to see about getting the habeas corpus.' 

"Q. You understand that the anxiety of Judge b:irk to induce these men to 
give bonds to secure their liberty rather than to have an examination upon ha
beas corpus was to preve.nt this examination and the disclosures which would 
be made there? . 

"A.. Oh, yes; t.h.ere. is no doubt in the world about &ha,, If' the truth was 

known .. Judge Kirk an<1 a.llthe officials knew about the colored men, and I am 
s!Wslied or it as well as I can 00. about any fact I do not. know. They- were a.t 
the head of the whole t.Wng. 

• • • * * 
.. By Mr. PuGH: 

"Q. I have not beenhe.re durlng your exam.loatlon.anda.m not able to cro.ss 
examine you to reference to what )"QU. testified before I came in. Rut I under· 
stood you to say that those colored men were. b~ becaU&e they were wltne8868 
to prove who ra.ided tho. b&llot-boxes.-I unde.rstood. you to make that ~ 
mentt 

"A.. Yea, sir. 
" Q. That is an opinion of JtOlll'8., is it.? 
"A. Yes, sir. 
"Q. You do not state that on personal knowledge? 
"A. Well, from all the surrounding circumstances, ram satlslied that the 

opinion is correct. • 
• .. * • 

"Q. I want you to state. upon wba~fa.ets ot'-upon. wha.t information youm&ke 
the statement tha.t these negroes kn-ew who raid~ theeo. b.allot-boxes. or any 
of them. 

"A. They knew tha.t Bolton was one of them. 
"Q. Bolton w-as dead. 
"A. Bolton was dead, but they knew that be wa.s one of thern, a.nd I think 

they bad a tolerably aoonrate knowledge about the others. 
•\ Q. Plea~~e .tate upon what; f"a.ct~t you supposed 'bey had thall knowledge; I 

want. to leam upon what you base your opinion th3t these witne88es did ba:v~ 
knowledge sueh as you have mentioned. 

"A. You must take notice that in the investigation that would have oceurred, 
ifllhese colored men had been tried upon writs of habeas corpus. that not_ only 
these eolored men themselves. but a great DlllDY other witnesses would have 
been subpomaed. 

u Q. I am Mkine you now about those wbo were hung. 
"A~ I know; I understand the question perfectly. 
<! Q. "\Vhat infOFmation have you as to the knowledge of those neg'l'Oe!! who 

were hung as to who raided these ballot.. boxes?-
"A. I do not know whethedt would be proper for me to say what; I do know 

about that if I have to go before the court. 
"Q. You have a.lready stated tba~ those negroes were bung- to destroy their 

evidence. 
"A. Yes; and to prevent othel" eTidenee whleh would have been obtained at 

that trial 
"Q.. Whieh would have di.!olosed who thoae people were who raided the bal

lot-boxes? 
"A. I believe tba.t would have done it. Tha.t is my opinion. 
"Q. I want to get at the vaiue of your opinion, and in order to do so r would 

like to learn what is the foundation of your opinion, upon what facts and in
formation it is based. Why do you. think that those negroes knew who ra.ided 
those ballot--boxes? 

'' A. I understood at the time the· shooting- ooou.rred, in the running of the 
men away &om fue place, that some. of those colored men in running, per-haps, 
bad run across some of the othe.r men, or had heard cries from some of them 
and recognized 110me of thei.P voices. I did understand that. I do not know 
how true it is, but, from· all the stu-rounding circumstances. 1 am satisfied that 
if the trial could have been bad, that not only the testimony of these colored 
men themselves, but the testimony of other witnesses1 ClOuld tben have been 
obtai~ed that could not perhaps be obtained now. 

• • Q. Those other witne.ss~ a.te stilllivi'Qfi:? 
... A. Yes air. 
"Q. W e.Xe there any other negroes in the jail from which these three were 

taken that bad the sa,me knowledge that the three had? 
''A~ No, sir; I think not." 

l\ll".J". L. Moore corrObol'llte& Mr. Hackworth's tesl.im.ony {see page 512): 
" Q.. Do you know of three negroes being taken from the jail there and 

hanged? • 
•• A.. I _ hee.rd of their being hanged the next mo:rning afte~ they were hanged. 
''Q.. Do you know who they were! 
"A. Yes, sir; Shad Felder and the two Joneses. 
"Q.. Do you know why- they were hanged! 
".A. From rumor-
" Q. Give me the general opinion, if you can. 
"A. My opinion and the general opinion I heard expressed was that they 

were hanged in order to prevent their evidence from being brought out on 
habeas c.orpu.s proceedings that were being instituted i they were in jail at; the 
time. 

" Q. Do you mean by that it wa.s feared they would identify the perpetrat-ors 
of the outrage there at Flewellen? 

'• A. That was the impression. It was the common rumor that tooy were bung · 
because they knew t{)O much about the parties who committed the outroge; 
that. was the common report there; that they were hu.ng for the purpose of de
stroying their testimony. 

"Q. H.&ve you anything more lo say on that subject t 
"A. Th&t is about tbesub~tance of it ... 
The account of the hanging of these colored men, taken from the Brenham 

Daily Banner. a. Demoeratic local paper, will conclude the e.xtracts on this 
point. (See pages 682, 683.) 
' I HABGED-SB.&.D "P'ELDER, ALFRED JONES, AND EPR JONES TAKEN FROM THE 

JA.IL-'I'HEY ARE.. FOUND DEAD RA.NGING TO A PECAN TREE. 

"Thursday morning, at 1 o'clock, Mr. Jim Estes, the jailer, was awakened by 
a man at the jail door, who, in response t-o an inquiry, said that he was Schley 
and that be had a prisoner to put in jail. This seemed reasona.b1e, and Estes • 
got up, lit his lantern, and went the door, first putting the lantern and jail keys 
on a box in the ball. When he opened the door three masked gentlemen, two 
armed with Wi.ncbesters and one with a prodigiously large revolver, entered 
and coTel'ed bim. with their guns. They inrormed Estes that they wanted the 
jail keys, a.nd, lo.oltlng a.round, soon discovered them. Tbey forced the jailer 
behind the door, a.nd taking a gum coat from the wall threw it over his bead. 
Others then came in, and, unlocking the ja:I:J, men went up to the cell room and. 
e:aamining aU the prisoners took: out Shad Felder, aged forty-five, .Allred Jones, 
aged sixty, and Eph Jones., aged forty. They locked the cells and jail aod 
throwing the keys on the 1loor they carried the lanlezn to t.he gate, blew i~ out, 
and left. 

u Leonard Gee and John Loeket.t, who were employed as guards, were upet-aira 
in the city hall; they started to come downstairs; they were covered wit,h guns 
in the hanrls of masked men and told to keep still, they. wouldn't be hurt. It is 
stated all the st-reets approaching the jail were .carefully guarded. The n um
ber of the mob is estimated all the way from twenty to seventy-five men. They 
came to town on horseback in the most quiet manneJ.P imaginable, and their 
preser.ce was not suspected till the jail was surrounded. The men had nothing 
to sa.y,and were as orderly as soldiers on dress parade; where they came from 
or whither they went is a mystery. 
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"The banging was the general theme -of conversation during the day and a 
variety of opinions were expressed; most good citizens regret the hanging, but 
in the present state of public feeling it is regarded as one of those occurrences 
that could not well be avoided, and also that the negroes got no more than they 
justly deserved, 

''ThemurderofBolton and the subsequent mobbing of these negroes is the di
rect outgrowth of the incendiary speeches made by the Republicans during 
the canvass and the advice of the two envoys who induced the negroes to nrm 
themselves and go to the voting place at Flewellen's. The Republican leaders 
will doubtless attempt to make political capital of this affair, and the defunct 
dar keys will be mentioned as having fallen martyrs to the cause of Republican
ism in Texas. The hanging of these negroes by a mob is an occurence to be re
gretted, but it was brought on by the very men who professed to) u1.ve the great
est friendship for the negro, and whose friendship consisted in arraying the col
ored people against their employers and true friends. 

• "THE VERDICT. 

"The jury of inquest summoned by Justice Hackworth to inquire into the cause 
of the death of Shad Felder, Alfred Jones, and Ephraim Jones, who were taken 
from jail at 1 o'clock on the morning of the 2d instant, on Tuesday morning re
turned o. verdict that the parties named came to their death by hanging, and 
that the parties who hanged them are unknown. The testimony covered four
teen pages of paper, but nothing was elicited calculated to identify the men 
who did the banging. 

".At an early hour in the morning the dead bodies of the three negroes named 
were found hanging to the limb of a pecan tree, about a. mile from the jail, on 
the Independence road, near the bridge over Sandy. The news of the hanging 
spread rapidly and was the cause of no little surprise, because no one had the 
least suspicion that a. hanging was contemplated. In addition t~ the three 
hanged nt>groes there were five more,na.mely,Stephen Jackson, Felix Kinlaw, 
'Villiam Davis, .Andy Hays, and John Glass, in jail; all of them were charged 
with being implicated in the murder of Dewees Bolton, who was murdered by 
Polk Hill, a negro at Flewellen's, on the night of the election, and this hanging 
may properly be said to be a sequel to the unprovoked murder. Justice Hack
worth impaneled a jury, who viewed the bodies of the dead negroes and pro
cee.ded to take evidence. .A number of witnesses were examined, but no testi
mony was elicited tending in the remotest degree to identify nny member of 
the mob. The inquest was adjourned over till Tuesday next at 10 o 'clock. 

"The negroes were scientifically hanged with new grass ropes, and when 
found they were all facing one way, with their feet about 30 inches from the 
ground. The bodies were cut down and hauled to town in a wagon about 10 
o'clock in the morning, and deposited in the jail. New drawers, undershirts, 
nnd nice shrouds were purchased and good coffins procured, and the bodies 
prepared for burial, after which they were turned over to their friends and reia
tives, who took them to their former homes near Flewellen's for burial. 

".A few days after their arrest the eight negroes were sent t~ Houston for safe· 
keepin&", and only last week were brought back by order of the commissioner's 
court, who evidently apprehended no danger. They made a. miscalculation. The 
officers were anxious to get the negroes out of jail, and offered to release all of 
them on bonds of ft500 each and to take such bonds as they could make, but the 
negroes, acting under the advice of their Republican friends, refused to make 
bond, but a lawyer was preparing papers to get them released on habeas corpus. 
Thursday afternoon the remaining five were released ou bonds of 8500 each, go
ing on each ot.her's bond. They were greatly rejoiced at their supposed nar· 
row escape and left for home at once." 

In connection with Mr. J oifon 's participation in the effort to obtain the re
lease of these colored men, it is deemed rei evant to cite the following testimony, 
and to say that in the entire testimony not a single charge is made detrimental 
to Mr. Jodon's character. He appears always to have been an exemplary citi
zen and a faithful and competent lawyer. Mr. Jodon testifies (page 180.: 

"Q. Were you threatened in any way in connection with this employment? 
"A. Not until after I was counsel of the negroes that were hanged. I got a 

letter the next morning after they were hanged. I will say, in advance, that 
when Polk Hill came up from Flewellen' s that night he passed through Brenham 
and, I understand, staid at his mother's. .A day or two afterwards Mr. Hack
worth and I were accused of having harbored Polk Hill. I was out•around the 
polling place the whole night and until 12 o'clock the next day looking on. 
But this is the letter I got the next day. It was not dated, as well as I remem
ber, but it was post-marked. I will read it if you wish me to, or you can do so. 

"Q. Do you know who wrote this letter? 
".A. Yes, sir; I have good reason to believe that Frank Harven wrote it. 
"Q. Who is he? 
"A. A young attorney there. 
" Q. Is he a. Democrat? 
''A. Yes, sir; and a particular friend of Judge Kirk's and others active in the 

canvass. 
"Mr. SPOONER. I will read this letter. 

"'F.D.JonoN, Esq., B1·enhanl, Tex.: 
"'.After careful investigation we find that youhaveused every means in your 

power to justify the uncalled-for outrage at Flewellen's store by continued false 
reports for no other purpose than to influence public opinion in favor of mur
derers. You have falsely advised and harbored and protected murderers hid
ing from justice, and in every possible way done nll in your power against the 
interests of the tax·payers of this county. We therefore find it actually neces
sal·y for peace and good order, and to avoid further trouble between the races, 
to request tbnt you leave the county in ten days. 

"'COMMITTEE.' 
"The WITNESS. I received that letter by mail. My little boy brought it t.o me 

on the street. 
"Mr.SPOONER. It is postmarked 'Brenham, Dec.3,11 a.m.,1886,Texas,' and 

isa.ddressed to 'F.D.Jodon,Brenham,Tex . .' 
• * * • • • 

"In regard to the letter I 1·eceived, I did not for three days make it known 
even to my wife. I sent a copy of it to the Galveston News, with a little expla
nation as to what part I had taken with those negroes, and they refused to pub
lish it u:1less I paid them forty-two or forty-three dollars; and t-hat I would not 
do, and they sent it back. But there was 1\Ir. B1·eedlove and a number of friends, 
one who was the city marshall\nd had been for from sixteen to seventeen years; 
I went to them and said, 'Gentlemen, this is a. serious time; shall I leave or 
not? ' l\lr. Swain told me, '1\:lr. Jodon, things have come to such a pass that I 
can not give you any advice; ' and Mr. Breedlove said the same thing. He said, 
'I would advise you to leave,' and he gave me this letter to a. friend of his, Col. 
G. W. Jones, in Bastrop, describing the situation. 

"Q. Where does Mr. Jones live? 
"A. In Bastrop, Tex. He was a. R.epresentative here a number of years ago. 
.. Q. How far is Bastrop from Brenham? 
"A. I suppose it is about 60 miles. · 
"Mr. EvARTS. This letter is as follows: 

.. 'Col. G. w. JONXS: 
"'BRENHAM, TEX. 1 December 8, 1886. 

"'DEAR SIR: There is a bad state of feeling here,andF.D.Jodon is under the 

ban for some cause. He has been warned to leave here, and, under all the cir· 
cumstances, I have advised him to go. . 

"'Mr. Jodon is honest and trustworthy and possessed of good business quali· 
fica:tions. Withal he is a very fair lawyer. He goes to Bastrop to look for a. lo
cation. I will be under additional obligation to you if you will assist Mr. J0a 
don in ~etting a location. 

. " Your friend, etc., 

"By Mr. EvARTS: 
"I c. R. BREEDJ~OVE.' 

"Q. You say Mr. Jones was formerly a member here? 
''A. Yes, sir; he was a member of Congress here several years ago? 
11 Q • .After this advice and your getting this letter from l\Ir. Breedlove what 

did you then determine to do? . 
".A. On the 8treets during the time it was well known I had received the let

ter-in fact before I made it known myself it was known on the streets. 
;: Q. Befor_e you said a word in regard to it? 

A. Yes,s1r. 
"Q. Tlie fact that the letter had been sent you was bruited about? 
".A. Yes, sir. .A friend came and told my wife about it. My wife asked me if 

I had received it, and I told her, 'Jennie, what would they send me a letter 
for?' but I had to tell her; I felt it was my duty to do so. Durin~r that time the 
ten days, even my best friends, those who had been lifelong friends, or at l~ast 
friends of mine since I had been living there, avoided me on the streets and 
would not stop and talk to me. In the mean time, on Friday, after I received 
the notice, they had this indignation meeting at Burton. I did not like to leave 
home, and did not know where to go. I thought from the impression it made 
?t;l Brenham that there was a reaction setting in to some extent; I was not pos
~tlve, but I hoped so. I saw that the good people of our county were making 
1t known, and I could see, at least thought I felt, that I would not be driven 
out from my home. That is the truth. But I got a shotgun aml some ammuni
tion, and I proposed to stay there. I did stay there against the advice of my 
friends, dozens of them. I felt this way: That if any mob did attack me at 
night I could go up in the second story of my house, my boy and myself, and 
I could a.t least make an alarm such as would call the neighbors to me. 

'' Q. How old was your son? · 
"A. Seventeen years of age. 
:: Q. Is he .~he oldest member of your family? 

.A. Yes, str, 
"Q. How many children had you? 
"A. Seven. 
"Q. .All living at home? 
"A. Yes, sir; six boys and one girl. 
·• Q. Did ·any of your friends or neighbors stay with you? 
"A. No, sir. There were one or two who would have done so, but I told them 

I did not want t.o involve them in my quarrels or troubles. I told them I thought 
I could defend myself; that is what I thought about it. 

"Q. How long was it before you felt at ease so as to be able to dismiss these 
fears? 

".A. Never while I l'emained in Brenham; I never did until I came up here." 

When Mr. Jodon was called a&-ain before the comn1ittee, a year Iate1·, be testi
fied as follows (pages 683-685): 

in·~~~ !:I~l~n been back to Brenham since your testimony was given before 

"A. Yes, sir; I reached there on the 23d of last October? 
"Q. You may state what your experience was at Brenham. 
11 A. I will state in the ouU!et that ?tlr. Swearingen, in a conversation here the 

other day, ~aid I would be as safe in Brenham as he would be. 
"Q. Who is this gentleman? 
"A. The gentleman here present, an attorney and witness. His name is 

J. T. Swearingen. 
"Q. A gentleman from that county? · 
"A. Frop:1 Washington County, nowhere representing the defense. 

" By Senator PUGH : 
"Q . .Are you not here in the prosecution of this case? 
".A. I will tell you what my condition is as I go along, Mr. PUGH. 

" By Senator TELLER: 
"Q. Goon. 
"A. After I left here I went over into Maryland. I was there about ten days 

I suppose, visiting friends and relatives. ' 
•• Q. You started to tell what Mr. Swearingen said. 
"A. In a conversation here on Monday, which he brought up, we were dis

cussing the situation in Washington County. He stated thr.t I would be just as 
~!~ ~~~:~~-ington County as he would himself. I told him that that surely 

''Now I will go on and state about it. I went over into~la.ryland, and while 
at Emmitsburg I received a letter from my wife begging me not to come back 
and in a little while I got, I suppose, half a dozen letters from different friend~ 
warning me not to come back. My intention was to go back just as soon as 
my visit was over, but through my wife's entreaties and the warnings of my 
friends I did not go back. I staid in Maryland and West V.irginia until about 
the 16th of last October. Tl1en I determined, against my wife's desire and 
against my friends' wishes, that I would not stay away from my family any 
longer. I went back there with the idea. that they would not disturb me be
cause I had done nothing more than I have done here. I had done wb~t I 
thought was my duty as a citizen. I bad been brought into the case because l 
had been an .attorney ~o.r the negroes that were hanged, and nothing else. I 
had no part m the pohttcal troubles; never have voted the Republican ticket 
except occasionally for county officers, never in my life. When I got back ther~ 
some of my friends told me I was in danger, and that I ought not to have come 
back. In judgment I disagreed with them. 

".About three weeks afterwards I was out in the street one day, talking to a 
friend, whenBob,Vright, who was a witness up here before, and who was one 
of the officers at Flewellen's, I saw coming across the street directly opposite me 
on Hosea' s corner. I also saw Hunt, Gus Hopkins, and several other Demo
cratic colored men who had taken a very active part in it down there, and I saw 
the county officers out in front of the court-house, on the east side of it," in a. 
group . . I had been warned about Bob Wright, that he would make an attack 
upon me. I didn't think he would do it. I had no arms or anything of the 
kind about me . .A little before the attack was made, John Lockett, a police
man, who was the man tha.t was on guard at the jail the night the negroes were 
taken out, and who left his post and went up into an adjoining building where 
it was not possible for him to defend them-John Lockett came behind me and 
sat on a barrel. I knew he was a bitter enemy of mine, just as bitter as he could 
be. 

"By Senator PuGH: 
"Q. What are his politics? 
".A. Democratic; That is, one with the People's ticket all the way through. 

I consider him a Democrat on that account. 
"Q. All those who voted the People's ticket are Democrats? 
"A. No, no; I don't think so, MI·. PuGn; I don't charge so. I know it is no\ 

so. 
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"By Senator TELLER: "A. I do not think there were any white officers there. That election precinct 

"Q. Go on with your story. was divided up after Judge Kirk got in into three election precincts. -
"A. He came behind me, within three or four steps, and sat down upon a "Q. Do you 1...-now of any effort having been made by the Democrntic county 

bnnel. I was suspicious the moment he came and sat <lown, and when I saw officials to discover and apprehend the perpetrators of that outrage? 
these other parties around different places I was more so. In a few minutes I "A. No, sir; not a single 'effort was ever made. 
saw w·rigbt walking across the streets with his hands in pockets, and I was :;Q. 'Yert; any .rewards offered for their apprehension? 
satisfied he had something in them. My wife had warned me about Bob Wright, A. No, Sir. 
because some of my friends had told her before I came back that he would at- "Q. Did the grand jury make any investigation into the matter, so far as you 
tack me. I was sorry then that I had gone upon the streets, because I thought know? 
difficulty was coming. He came up to me, walked up very close, and the first "A. So far as I know, I think not; I never heard of any." 
thing he said he wanted to know what I bad stated up at Washington at this 
in...-estigntion. I said to him, 'Bob, whatever I have said is sworn to, and in black W. H. Blount testifies (pages 218, 219): 
a.nd white. • Then he went on to state that I had spoken badly about him up "Q. You heard about the ballot-boxes being raided, of course? 
here; that I hn.d said he bad lied in all his testimony. I told him there was no "A. Oh, yes, sir. -
truth in it; that the xecord would show there was no truth in it. He told me "Q. And some of the colored men being hanged? 
that Mr. David and a number of others had told him that I had said he had lied. "A. Yes, sir; I saw the three colored men after they were hanged, the next 
I told him I had the record at the house. I wanted to avoid a difficulty, because day, and one of my wagons took them back to the jail. 
I was in no situation to get into one. I hadn't a friend there to depend upon. "Q. Where were they hanged? 
He kept pushing me, and at last I backed off from him. In the mean time I had . "A. About a mile and a haJf north of Bren]:lam, ncar the city limits, on a pecan 
gotten up from the barrel and stepped around the corner, and I kept trying to hmb. 
baffie him a.s much as I could, and at last turned to leave him, and as I turned "Q. Do you know whether any effort was ever made to discover and arrest 
to leave, he struck me on the back of the bead; I don't know whether -it was the men who hanged them?- • 
with a pair of brass knuckles or what it was, but I know it nearly knocked me "A. No, sir; I never beard of any. 
down, and raised quite a lump. As soon as I arose we exchanged a good many ;: Q. Do YO? read the newspapers published in that county? 
blows. , A. Yes, str. 

"Q. You mean you and Wright exchanged blows? . 1 "Q. l>id you ever happen to read any proclamation signed by the governor 
"A. Yes, sir; after he struck me. I had no arms, and I was afterwards glad oif.ering a. rt;ward for the arrest of men who had hanged those men? 

of it. My friends had told me not to carry arms, because if! did and they were A. No, su. 
shown on the streets it would not be well for me, and I took their advice. I ''Q. Did you everseeorhearofanyreward beingofiered byanyofthe county 
thought it was useless to fight under the circumstances. Aft.er that I was ar- office1·s for the arrest of those men? 
rested and fined for having struck the first blow. Mr. Lockett and Mr. Wright "A. No, sir; I have not. 
swore that I had struck t·he first blow, and I could not find a witness to testify :: Q. No rt;lward offered for the discovery and arrest of those men? 
anything about it for me, although there was quit-e a number ofpersonsaround A. No, sir. 
a.t the time. I found parties afterwards who saw it and told me they saw Wright ~· Q. Did you ever hear of any reward being offered for the discovery and ar-
strike the first blow, but it was too late then. · After that my friends came to me rest of the men who raided the ballot-boxes in the colored belton election day? 
and told me that I must leave the place. I told them I was not situated so I "A. No, sir; I have not." _ 
could leave; that I didn't· have the means to leave with; that I had been away F . _ . (p . 
from my family so long, and I thought there was a prospect of my being able Paul rJcke testJfies age Hi8): 
to sell my property, and I would like to take my family with me when I went.

1 

"Q. There were two Democratic meetings there in the nature of indignation 
They told me that if I staid there I must not go upon the streets; that if I did I meetings, were there not, after the election? 
would ba,•e to take the consequences. So from the 20th of November until the - "A. Yes, sir. 
8th day of February I never went upon the streets of Brenham except two or "Q. It was reported through the county that in this Washington precinct the 
three times, perhaps half a dozen times, at !night to visit friends on the out- ballot-boxes bad been raided and the ballots stolen? 
skirts. It was not that I was too ,cowardly·at all, but I didn't feel that I ought "A. Ye."', sir. 
to run such risks. I had already run more risks than r felt I was justified in "Q. Did you hear of that being condemned at all at any of those indignation 
doing. meetings? 

"Q. What did you do then? "A. No, sir; I did not. 
"A. I sent to my brother-in-law in West Virginia and got some money; I •'Q. The condemnation was directed against the shooting of Bolton mostly, 

couldn't raise it there:; that is the truth of it. But when Mr. Swearingen says was it not? 
I am as safe in Brenham as he is he tells what he knows is not true. There is "A. Yes, sir. . 
no man who has a wife and seven children would have staid away from home "Q. Did you know of any rewards being offered, or efforts being made to dis-
the length of time I have, and you know it (addressing Mr. Swearingen]. God cover and arrest the perpetrators of these outrages upon the ballot-boxes? 
Almighty will punish you menforthistbing before you are done with it, if man "A. No, sir. • 
don't." · :: Q. You !lid not hear anything of the kind? 

NO EFFORTS TO PUNISH T~ "RAIDS" PERPETRATED ON THE BALLOT-BOXES, OR 
DISCOVER OR PUNISH THE llf:URDEREBS OF THE COLORED MEN. 

The evidence before the committee showed that no attempt was made by the 
authorities of the county of Washington or of the State of Texas to bring to in
dictment, trial, or punishment any of the actors in the several raids on the 
bailot-boxes at the election of 1886. No such attempt had been made in respect 
of the outrage upon the ballot-box and the shootin.~~: of the colored judges of 
election at Chapel Hill in lhe election of 1884. No zeal or interest was shown 
by the citizens of Brenham, nor by the leaders of opinion there and throughout 
the country, to vindicate their good name or;clear their skim of complicity in 
these crimes. On the contrary the whole drift and purpose ofaentiment and ac
tion seems to have been to cover and either justify or excuse the transaction, de
feat the public justice, screen and protect all actors and abettors of the outrages, 
hide or pervert the truth, and turn indignation and accusation away from the 
guilty, and· seek to inculpate the innocent victims and their surviving friends 
and sympathizers. 

The wrath of this community was all excited, and was all visited upon the 
white and colored Republicans, who had st.riven at the polls to assert the will 
of the majority tO decide by their votes and the canvass of them the pending 
election. The committee calls attention, in support of these views, to some ex
tracts from the testimony showing the drift of the prevalent feeling, and also 
the sentiments of prominent citizens of Texas, conspicuously those of Governor 
Ireland. _ , 

Testimony of Carl Schutze, esq. {see page 201): 
"Q. There is no dispute thus far about those occurrences, and the point 1 

want to get at in this connection is simply whether you know of any steps havin.~~: 
been taken by the Democratic county administration leading to the discovery 
and arrest of the perpetrators of those outrages. 

"The WITNESS. No, sir; I know that they have not made any attempts in that 
direction. . 

'' Q. Was any reward offered at any time by the county officers or sheriff for 
th,~ apprehe.nsion of these men? . 

A. No, sir. . 
"Q. Does your sheriff offer rewards in Texas where murders have been com-

mitted, in order to discover the criminals? • 
"A. Yes, sir; sometimes they do. 
"Q. You heard about these negroes being hanged? 
"A. Yes, sir. 
:: Q. Did ~ou know those men? 

A. No,sir. . 
"Q. Were any effort-s made, so far as you know, to discover and arrest the 

perpetrators of that outrage? 
''A. None whatever. 
"Q. Do you know of any reward having been offered for their discovery? 
"A. I know there has been none offered." 

Mr. S. A. Hackworth testifies as follows in regard to the outrage at Chapel 
Hill in 1884 (see page 218): 

:: Q. And ~ere was an outrage there in 1884, was there not? / 
A. Yes, sir. 

"Q. In what did it consist? 
"A. Well, armed and masked men went out into the election room about 3 or 

4 o'clock in the morning and shot two colored men, and one died afterwards from 
his wounds, and the others recovered; there were three men shot. 

"Q. Were they officers of the election? 
"A. I think su. 
"Q. There were white officers at that same election at that poll? 

A. No,sir. _ 
:: Q. Do yo.u remember about the hanging of those colored men? 

A. Yes, su. 
;; Q. Did y~>n know those men? 

A. Yes, s1r. :;Q. You ~new the three colored men who were hanged? 
A. Yes, su. ::Q. They ~ere Republicans, were they? 
A. Yes, sir. . 

"Q. Were they reputable men? 
"A. Yes, sir; men of good standing, so far as I know. . 
"Q .. Did you know of any effort being made to arrest and discover the man or 

anY of the men who hanged them? 
"A. No, sir; not that I know of. 
"Q. No rewards have been ofl'ered for their apprehension? 
"A. No, sir." 

Mr. Jodon testifies (page 185): 
"Q. I want to ask you this question: Do you know of any effort having been -

made to discover and arrest the men who hung these three colored men ? 
"A. No, sir; none at all. 1 • 

"Q. Do you know of any reward having been ofl'ered by the governor or the 
county officers for their apprehension? 

"A. I have never heard anything of it. 
:: Q. And ~o arrests have ever been made? 

A .• No, Sll'. 
"Q. Do you know of any efforts being made or steps having been taken to ap. 

prebend the men who raided the ballot-boxes at Flewellen'sand tp.e other points 
in that justice's precinct? . 

"A. No, sir; none to my knowledge. 
"Q. Do you know of any rewards having been offered for that purpose? 
"A. I heard of none. 
"Q. And no arrests have been made? 
"A. None. 
"Q. Did you ever hear a Democrat in Brenham express any indignation over 

the outra.ges upon the ballot-box? 
"A. Yes, sir; I have heard a number. . 
"Q. A good many? 
"A. Yes, sir, I have; and I have heard a good many express themselves to the 

contrary, and say that it was a white man's country, and they paid the taxes and 
ought to hold the offices." 

The testimony of Lafayette Kirk, a leading Democrat of Brenham, is as fol- . 
lows (page 25) : 
th~J~h Do you know of any efforts having been made to find the men who hung, 

"A. Yes, sir; I do. 
"Q. Was any reward ofl'ered for the apprehension of the men who hung them? 
"A. None that I know of. The county attorney and the justice of the peace of 

the Brenham precinct were both together and conducted the inquest; they took 
down the testimony of !Lll the witnesses. 

" Q. They bad to do that according to law ? 
"A. Yes, sir; it is the business and duty of the justice to hold an inquest.· 

They had an examination of the witnesses t.bat they thought could shed any 
light upon the subject. . _ 

"Q. How do yo\1 know what they thought? ' 
"A. Well, I talked with the county attorney about it and the justice of the 

peace, and it was generally understood that they devoted one day to the inves
tigation and adjourned the inquest proceedinitS for three or four days. The ob
ject of the adjournment. in the mean time was to see if they could get any a.ddi- • 
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tional testimony, or ascertain any witnesses who knew anything that would 
develop who did the hanging or who were implicated in it, or anything that 
would be the basis of a complaint or charge against any person or persons. 

"Q. Were a ny other steps taken that you are aware of to discover the men 
who banged these three colored men? 

"A. No, sir; no other steps. 
"Q. Except the holding of the inquest? 
"A. That is all that bas ever been done that I know of. 
"Q. Have you heard of any steps being taken to discover and arrest the men 

who raided the ballot-boxes? 
•· A. I will state in that connection that the grand jury, which is the proper 

tribunal--
"Q. Please answer the question whether any steps have been taken to that 

end. 
''A. I do not know of any. 
"Q. Were any rewards offered for their apprehension? 
"A. I do not know of any rewards that were offered." 
Governor Ireland appeared before the committee a.nd testified as follows on 

this point (pages 3«-347): 
"Q. Do you know what happened in that county at the last election in No-

vember? 
"A. I know it from gl"neral information. 
"Q. ·what do you understand occuned there? 
"'!'he W rTNEss. Do you speak with reierence to this investigation a.nd the 

memorial which has been presented? 
"Mr. SPOO!'!f~R. I speak with reference to the offenses against the ballot-box. 
"A. I understand that a. peaceable, quiet white man was shot down there for 

roakin~ his appearance at one of the voting places by a lot of negroes under 
orders from white men to shoot any white man that presented himself at that 
poll th11.t dl\y, that night. 

"Q. Do you know anything about it personally? 
"A. I do not. 
"Q. Well, what else do you understand? 
"A. I underst.a.Qd that there was a ballot-box destroyed at some precinct of 

the county; I can not remember the name of it. 
"Q. Was it at the Flewellen precinct? 
"A. No. 
"Q. Was it at the GrabaU precinct? 
"A. Yes; it was at GrabaU, I believe. 
"Q. What else? 
,'A. That is about all I remember that occurred of any note, so far as_thegen

eral history of the matter is concerned. 
"Q. Do you remember to have beard of the ballot-box containing ballots ca.st 

at the Lott's polling place being taken by armed men from the custodians of it? 
''A. No, sir. I heard that there had been a baJJot-box or two destroyed in 

that county, but I remember but one, a polling place that was called GrabaU 
precinct. 

'' Q. Do you remember hearing of the hanging of the three negroes who were 
hung there? 

''A. 'fhat occurred some time after the election. 
"Q.. Not a very great while after the election? 
"A. Well, several days; some time. 
"Q. Was your attention called at any tiroe to outrages upon the ballot in that 

county? 
"The WITNESS. Do you mean officially? 
":Mr. SPOONER. What do you meau by 'officia.lly?' 
" 'l'he WITNESS. You asked me if my attention was ca.lled to it. 
"Q. I mE.'an,did any reputable citizen of Texas bring to yournotice,as gov

ernor of that State, the fact that outrages had been perpetrated on the ballot
boxes in that county? 

"A. No, sir; they did not; there was no representation made to me. 
"Q. Do you know l\Ir. Hackworth? 
"A. N<', sir; I do not know Mr. Hackworth. 
"Q. Did yc;lU receive a. printed ~rcul11.r fro~ any one in Washington County 

giving a history of what occurred m that elect1on '! 
"A. I did not. If the circula.r was sent to the governor, to the office of the 

governor of Texas, it probably went into the wa.ste-bii.Sket. I never read circu
lars. The governor of Texas has other business to do besides reading circulars. 

"Q. I presume that is true. I suppose if a circular charging serious offenses 
against the law in that State, and over the signat-ure of a citizen of that State, 
came to your knowledge, you would deign to read it? 

"A. I have never found time to rea~.d such circulars while I was governor of 
Texas. 

"Q. Do you know Judge Rector? 
"A. Judge Rector who lives in Austin? 
:: Q. Yes; ~man of the Republica.n State central committee. 

A. Yes, s1r. 
"Q. Did you have any conversation with him at any ti.m.e in regard to the 

outrages upon the ballot-boxes in Washington County? 
''A. No, sir; I did not. 
"Q. Or as to the banging of the colored people there? 
"A. There was a conversation between Judge Rector and myself about the 

hanging of those people . . 
"Q. The fact of their being hanged was brought to your notice as governor 

of the State? 
"A. Yes; by Judge Rector. 
"Q. You did not consider that officially brought to your notice perhaps? 
"A. Well, sir; 1 considered U ofticially brought to my knowledge. Judge 

Rector waited upon me because I was governor of Texas, and I considered it 
an official communication, or rather I received it officially. He could have had 
no other motive in coming to me than that I was governor. 

"Q. I suppose you took no measures to discover the perpetrators of that out
rage? 

"A. No, sir. The conversation between Judge Bectoz and myself was a pri
vate one. 

"Q. 1 am not asking you to give it if you do not choose to. 
"A.. And the reason why I took no measures in the matter was because of 

reasons suggested to me by Judge Bectoz, and he might not want them dis
closed. 

'' Q. Is it customary for the governor of Texas to offer rewards when out
rages and murders are committed? 

•· A. When he is zequested to do so, and if there is a likelihood of his finding 
anything. · . 

'' Q. When he is requested by whom? 
"A. By some person interested in the matter, or some persons who know the 

surroundings in the case. 
"Q. You were not requested to offer any reward? 
''A. It was suggested to me; the matter was su~gested. 
"Q. But no reward was offered? 
"A. No, sir; none was offered, and I will tell you the reason why. It was 

aug~ested that in no imsta.nce had any member of a mob of t.hat sort, who came 
at night and committed a deed of that kind, ever been punished, and that the 
reward would eft"ect nothing at a.ll. I would effect aothing whatever. 

"Q. It would not have cost the State of Texas anything to have made the offer 
then? 

"A. No, sir; it would not, but it would have been regarded as a bid for N-ib
cry, a bid for corruption. 

'' Q. \Vhy in that case any more than in any 9ther case of murder or any other 
heinous crime? 

•· A. We knew that that murder had been committed and the men had been 
taken out and bung. 

"Q. It is always knqwn that a murder has been committed before the ~overnor 
offE'rs a reward? 

''A. It. is generally supposed, at least, that a murder has been committed if it 
is not known. Your asking me these things places me under the necessity of 
telling what Judge Rector said to roe. . 

"Q. I do n •·t want to put you in any position which you feel fairly calls upon 
you to do anything which a gentleman ought not to do; CP.rta.inly not. 

"A. You have already got down the fact that it was brought to my knowl
ed~ e that the negroes had been lynched, and Judge Rector waited on me a.nd 
suggested rewards; you have already got that. 

•· Q. You said in your direct examination, as I understood, that you had re-
fused assistance? 

"A. That was in the election and in the ballot-box matter. 
"Q. Very well; make any statement you choose. 
''A. .Judo-e Rectorsuggested to me that no good could comeofa. reward being 

offered. Judge Rector is a gentleman, a clever man, and an hone~t one; and he 
suggested that I offer a reward, although stating at the same time that it could 
ellect no good; that the men could nnt be convicted ifapprehendeti and identi· 
fied, but that it would take from the Republican party in the North a handle in 
the coming elections. 

"Q. Th.atii,yon say Judge Rector told you that? 
"A. Yes; he suggested that. 
"Q. That is to say, Judge Rector suggested to you the offering of a reward 

and then advised you not to offer it, at the same time? 
"A. He did not advise me to offer a reward, and I did not so state. You do 

not state it correctly. He suggested the oftering of a reward, but stated that he 
did not believe it would effect any good, except to etop, probably, the very pro
ceeding that is now going on here by this Senate, and to take out of the mouth 
of the Republican party in the North a hue and cry against the South which 
they would have if I did uot otfer rewards. 

"Q. He was chairman of the Republican State central committee of Texas, 
and he waited upon you and informed you of the banging of these three men, 
and suggested to you the offering of a reward for the apprehension of the men 
who hanged tl em, and then he suggested to yon as a reason why perhaps the 
reward ought uot to be offered? 

"A. No; not why it ought to be offered. ::Q. Why i~ ought to be offered! 
A. Yes, su. 

"Q. That if it were offered it would deprive his party in the North of the OP
portunity to use that fact against the Deroocratic party? 

"A. Yes; that is exactly what be said. And be said further that no instance 
could be mentioned and probably no number or body of men like that would 
ever be punished by law. 

"Q.. And you oll"ered no reward? 
"A. No, sir; I did not offer any reward. 
"Q. You do not know of any steps whatever having been taken looking to 

the apprehension of those men? 
"A. I do not. 
"Q. You se.y you were not called upon to offer any reward for the apprehen

sion of these parties who committed deprerlations upon the ballot-box? 
"A. No, sir; I was not, and if I bad been I would not have offered the reward. 

The reward fund is not placed at the disposal of the governor of Texas for the 
purpose of convicting men of misdemeanors. That was a misdemeanor under 
the laws of Texas, and we do not offer rewards there in such cases. 

"Q, So that if any ballot-boxes in Washington County had been seized by 
masked men before the ballots were counted in them, upon a. conspiracy, or to 
pursue a conspiracy,; you, 11.8 governor, would not have felt it incumbent upon 
you to take any steps leading to the apprehension of the persons who committed 
that offense, becauMP it was a misdemeanor? 

"A. Your question is a very sweeping one. As to what the governor would 
do if the vote or the ballot-boxes in a State like Texas were destroyed is hard to 
tell. 

"Q. I did not say in the State; I said Washington County. 
"A. No, sir; I do not know that I would, because we are not In the habit of 

doing it in matters of misdemeanor. 
"Q. Then you did not offer a reward for the apprehension of men who raided 

the ballot-boxes, because it was a misdemeanor? ' 
''A. Yes. sir; and because I WBB not requested to do it." 
Tbe public sentiment is further shown by the fact that Governor Ireland, ex

Congressman Hancock, and other leading lawyers of Texas, volunteered with
out fee to defend Kirk and others in A ugust,l887, when they were tried for con
spiracy to "raid" the ballot-boxes. This fact will appear from the following 
testimony: 

"Stephen A.. Hackworth, having been duly sworn, was interrogated as fol
lows: 

"By Senator SPOONER: 
"Q. Were you present at the trial of this case :of the United States a.,aainst 

K!fk and ot~ers, at Austin? 
A. Yes, s1r. 

"Q. Who prosecuted that ca.se? 
"A. Rudolph K.leberg, the United States district attorney, and Mr. Franklin, 

who was employed by the United States to assist Kleberg. 
"Q. Is he the assistant district attorney? 
"A. No, sir; he was specially employed for that case only. 
" Q. Who defended the case"! 
"A. Ex-Governor Ireland, ex-Congressman John Hancock, Seth Shepherd. 

W. W. Searcy, known as" Buck" Searcy, an<l one or two Democratic lawyers 
around Austin whose names I do not remember. 

"The WITNESS .. The attorneys for the defense filed pleas to have the indict
roan ts against tbe dl'feudan ts dismissed upon the ground that United States dis· 
trict courts ha.d no jurisdiction to try white citizens of a sovereign State for elec
tion offenses; that it only applied to colored citizens alone. The motiou was 
argued for about three days. Finally, Judge Turner overruled the rootion to 
dismiss the indictment and they went to trial. United States Senator CoKE was 
at the trial and sat inside the bar with the defendants, Judge Kirk and his at
torneys, engaged now and then in pleasant conversation with them, and his 
presence there was construed by the public to mean that he was there lending 
his aid and influence in creating fl. public syropathy in behalf of the defendants .. 
I heard several remark!! myself made by spectators on the outside, who said that 
there was no danger in the world of the defendants being con victe•l; that Sen
ator COKE, ex·Governor Ireland. and Mr. Hancock, they believed, had influence 
enough with Judl{e Turner to induce him to dismiss the indictment, but if they 
were forced to trial they bad not the least doubt they would be acquitted, not
withstanding what the evidence might be" (pages 658, 659). 
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After the trial a public meeting was held, at which rc olutions of thanks to 

the defenders of Kirk and others were passed, and l11.tor an amount of money 
was raised by subsc ription sufficient to buy a gold-headed cane, which was pre
sented to :\I r. Shepherd. These facts are supported by testimony as belo\V: 

S. A. Hackworth testifies (page 66U) : 
"After the t1·ials wen! over-I believe some of the defendants were acquitted; 

thl'l'e was a huug jury ou one or two of the main counts in the indictments 
against Kirk-and the defendants went home a mass meeting was called in 
Brenham, in whi<•b thanks were returned to ex-Governor Ireland. ex-Congress
man Hancock, l\lr. Shepherd, and other attorneys for having defended the de
fendants from charges made against them and for having done so without legal 
fee. As a matter of course they bad a right to do that. But it is usual with at
torneys in defending men charged with grave offenses to charge very high fees. 
I know that the entire influence of the Democratic press and the leading Dem
ocratic politicians of Texas bas been used to prevent the conviction of these de
fendants." 

Henry :Muller, a Democrat, testifies (page~: 
"Q. Do you know of any public meeting being held theTe after the trial, at 

which resolutions of thanks to counsel were passed-to counsel who defended 
Kirk and others? 

"A. Yes, sir; I heard of that. 
:: Q. Wert: you present at the meeting? 

A . No, Sir. 
"Q. Do you know who attended it? 
"A. A number of citizens; I do not know who, though. 
"Q. Was it a public meeting? 
"A. Yes, sir; a public meeting. 
"Q. Anadvertisedmeeting? 
"A. I think so; I am not certain, 
"Q. wa .. it largely attended? 
"A. :Moderately so, I think." 

.J. T. Swearingen, esq., a Democrat and a prominent leader in Washington 
County, tesWies (pages 687, 688): 

"By Senator TEI.LER: 
"Q. Do you know anything about a subscription or the raising of money to 

defend the~;e people who were indicted, charged with this offense, in the Fed
eral court? 

"A. I don't kllow s.bout any money being raised. There was a cane presented 
to some of them. 

"Q. Preseuted to whom? 
"A. I think it was to Mr. Shepherd. 
"Q. Was be an attorney? 
"A. He came from Dallas, some distance from Austin; he had been raised in 

our county, and was a personal friend of some of the men indicted. He came 
from Dallas down to Austin and defended them. He is a lawyer of prominence 
and ability, and his tiwe is valuable. A cane wa.s presented to him by the de
fendants and their friends. 

:: Q.. A gol?·headed cane? 
A. Yes,sn. 

"Q.. How was the money raised for that; do you know? 
"A. I think it was raised by contribut.ions. 
"Q. How were the contributions collected? Wa.s there a public call for con

tributions? 
''A. No, sir; there was a pnblic announcement of thanks for the attorneys. 

I think this contribution was just made by four or five of the boys putting in the 
money and goinS' over to a jewelry store and ordering it. There was no sub
IICription list. 

"Q. Do you not know that there was money raised to defray the expenses of 
.Judge Kirk and his associates and of the witnesses going down to Austin to this 
trial? · 

"A. No, sir; I don't know it of my own knowledge. 
'' Q. Have you never heard of it ? 
"A. I think I have heard something about that. 
"Q. \Vas it not a matter of common notoriety there'! 
"A. It may hM·e been; I don't know about that. I confine myself to my of

fice generally and do not know everything that is going on. 
"Q. You did not participate in that? 
"A. I did not. I do not ~bink: that any demand was ever made upon me or I 

would have done o. 
'' Q. You are pretty well satisfied, are you not, that there was a fund raised of 

eo me amount? 
"A. Not to call ita fund; there may have been some money raised to pay the 

ex p e n es of witnesses to Austin; that is very probable; but I do not think any
thing like a fund to pn.y attorney!'!' fees or to pay expense!'! there. 

'' (~. How did you understand these attorneys were paid? 
"A. I don't th in k they were paid at all . 
"Q. Wert> they volunteeT at.t.orneys? 
"A. I think so. 
" Q . Ex-Governor Ireland was one attorney, I believe; what other attorneys 

appeared? 
''A. M1·. Seth Shepherd and 1\Ir. Searcy,! suppose, were the defendants' attor

nt~ys in the ease. There were quite a number of defendants in the case, and 
some of them may have retained other attorneys, and I think they did. 

"Q. Were they all influential attorneys? 
"A. Yes, sir." 
The following extracts throw light. on the public sentiment of Washington 

Oounty, Texas, in regard to the subject of this investigation. . 

William Perry, a Democrat, testifies (page 439): 

" Q. If the facts were as claimed by the negroes, what would you say about 
the killing of Bolton? -

"A. I say it would be unjustifiable either by whites or blacks. 
"Q. You would not think it was right to defend a ballot-box with a pistol 

against a man who was taking it with a pistol? 
"A. I never saw Bny necessity for that. 
"Q. But if tbe statement was true as the negroes claim? They claim that 

Bolton came in there with a. pistol drawn and demanded the ballot-box at once 
the first thing. Now, if that were true-you need not assume it was true-but if 
it was true, what would you say about his beingkiJled: would you think it was 
a great outrage to kill a man under tho~e circumstances? 

"A. Yes, si r: I should think it was. · 
"Q. Suppose it had been a negro coming in there and demanding the ballot· 

box under those circumstances? 
"A. I rio not think they had any right to do it. 
"Q. Would you surrender the box if yon were in charge of it? 
"A. I think I \Vould most surely surrender it before I would risk my life the 

wav our politics are. 
'Q. You would not think: it was right to defend the box? 

"A. If, might be wrong in one sense of the word; circum. ta.nces alter cases. 
'' Q. So e>en if you bad known th>lt the. facts were as claimed, you would still 

have considered the killing of Bolton a great outrage? 

"A.. Yes, sir; knowing all the facts about the matter I do consider it wa.s a 
cold-blooded murder. 

;; Q. With~ut zeference to what Bolton was doing or attempting to do? 
A. Yes, str. 

. "Q. If a man should b.t:eak into your house in the night-time and present a. 
plstoi-

"A. Ob, that is a different circumstance. 
"Q. But you would think: you had a right to kill him, wouldn't you? 
"A. That is a different thing. 
"Q. I want to see how high you hold the right of voting, or the franchise or 

vote. 
"A. I think every man is entitled to his vote. 
"Q. But that right to vote you do not regard as much in value as you would 

a silver dollar that you might have in your pocket? 
"A. ~do not think they go together. 
"Q. Which would justify you in killing the man who was trying to steal? 
"A. I do not think they go toget.her; I think it is a different thing altogether." 

!11r • .Jodon t.estifies (page1640) : 

"In regard to :Mr. Rouse and the conversation I had with him. It was in .Jn• 
lius McFarland's book-store in the presence. of Jake ~'filler and others. We got 
to talking about the matter, and he was approving of the whole affair, and I 
asked him how he could do it, and he said, 'This is a white man's country, and 
they pay the taxes and ought to hold the offices.' I told him that was queer talk ~ 
from an Englishman, for a man from a country where the laws were so strictly 
obeyed and carried out. He said it did not make any difference, that was his 
feeling. That is about all I have to state." 

1\fr. Rouse's testimony as to the conversation referred to above is as follows 
(page 545): 

"Q. Do you know Mr . .Jodon? 
"A. Yes, sir; I do. 
"Q. Did you have a talk with him at .Julius McFarland's book-store about 

the middle of December in the presence of John Scholl, .Jack MilleT, Mr. Allen, 
Captain Burt, and Julius :McFarland? · 

"A. Yes, sir; I recollect being there. 
"Q. Did you say, in that conveTSation, to Mr . .Jodon tbafiyouapproved of the 

D emocrats taking the offices, as you believed in a white man's government; 
that the white men paid the taxes of the county and ought to have the offices? 

"A. No. sir; I didn't say anything of the kind in that language. 
"Q. Did you say anything of that kind in any language? 
"A. Yes, sir; I did. 
"Q. What did you say? 
"A. I said that where there were ignorant colored voters and white tax-pay

ers, I thought the white tax-payers ought to rule the country; that is what I 
said. 

"Q. Are you an American citizen? 
"A. No, sir; I am an English citizen. I have lived twenty-seven years in this 

country; twenty-three years in the State of Texas, twen ey years of which I have 
lived in the city of Brenham or in the county." 

.Judge Kirk testifies as follows in regard to the puplic meeting at Eldridge Hall, 
at which he offered resolutions expelling Hackworth, Moore, and others from 
the conn ty (see pages 256, 257): 

''By 1\Ir. 8P008ER: 

.. Q. You knew at the time this meeting was held that thA ballot-box at Fle
w~pen bad .been stolen? 

A. No,str. 
"Q. You knew that it had been taken forcibly from the polls! 
"A. No, sir; I do not know it yet . 
"Mr. EUSTIS. There has not been a particle of evidence of that. 
•'The WITNESS. I can tell you what my information was on the subject. 
"Q. You knew that the polls had been ra1ded ? 
"A. I knew that Bolton had been killed. and so far as I could ascertain from 

all the infonnation I could gather that they found next morning, when they 
went there and held an inquest, the ballot-boxes, ballots, and tally-sheets scat
tered all around. 

"Q. You knew that at GrabaU the ballot-box had been taken? 
"A. Yc!!, sir; I knew that. 
"Q. And the count interrupted? 
"A. I knew that after the count had progressed to abont 221 votes the box 

was taken. 
"Q. You knew that while the count was being made it was interrupted and 

the ballot-box taken 1 
"A. I understood so. 
"Q. You knew, too, that the men bearing the ballot-box from Lott's S~ore to 

tb~ county st;at had been stopped ~nd the ballot-box taken from them? 
A. Yes, s1r. . 

"Q.. Did it occur to you in this law-and-order speech of yours to condemn 
those performances? 

"A. Well, sir, I didn't say anything about it. . 
'' Q. You confined yourself altogether to the character of the Republican can· 

vass? 
"A. I alluded to that in my speech and to what I heard: 
"Q. But you can not remember bearing any condemnation in that meeting 

of the outrages on the ballot-boxes? 
"A .. The speeches most generally which were spoken there were advocating 

the observance of law-
"Q. Will you kindly answer my question? 
"A. I do not know that that was specifically mentioned. 
"Q. Do you remember bearing any condemnation expressed of the assaults 

on Republican ballot-boxes? 
"A. I do not remember that I did. 
"Q. Don't you remember that you aid not? 
"A. My best recollection is that I did not bear that mentionedspecificaUy." 

CONDUCT OF COUNT"Y AFFAIRS BY THE REPUBLICAN PARTY PRIOR TO ELECTION 
OF 1884. 

It was pressed upon the attention of the CQmmittee that the political L«Sue 
in 1881 between the Republican ticket and the People's ticket was conducted 
upon the basis of an efl'ortto change the political control of the county, because 
of incompt>tentand dishonest management of affairs by the Republicans and to 
retrieve the credit of the county. 

The county government has been in the control of the Republican party from 
the close of the war untill884. when the People's ticket was elected. 

The larger part of this time wa~ during the impoverished and disordered 
condition not only of Washington County, but of the whole or g1·eater part of 
Texas. Not until 1876 was the sa.le of lands for taxes allowed by law, and as 
Washington County was almost wholly a region of farms and farmers the 
finances of the county were not prosperous. the treasury not full, its revenues 
anticipated by the issue of scrip for expenditures, and, necessarily, at fluctuat
ing and depressed rates. . / 
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Prior to 1884 the credit of the county had been brought up·; necessary and per
manent improvements, such as building the jail, constructing bridges, and im
proving roads, had been made. 

The most reliable statements before the committee show that tbe:.county scrip 
in 1&!3-'84 sold at 85 to 90 and 95 per cent. The only contrast in this respect by 
displacing the Republican control shown by the testimony is that the scrip by 
1885 or 1886 bad l"isen to par. 

There were also loose and general charges that defalcation had occurred dur
ing lhe broken state of things in the county while the Republicans had control, 
and that these incited the public mind to demand a change. Sifted, however, it 
was apparent that most of these charges were in the nature of political and clec
tionf'ering clamor; that only two during the whole period were of substance 
enough to justify the imputation, and the cases were prosecuted either to con
viction and punishment or acquittal. In neither case was the accused a colored 
person. 

An extensive examination, and with liberal latitude of hearsay, was al
lowed by the committee on this bead, although it could not be regarded as per
tinent or valuable on the subject of the" raids" on the ballot-boxes, the slaying 
of Bolton, or the murder of the colored men. The committee ~ll attention to 
a few passages from the teslimouy thought specific enough, in either aspect 
given to the topic, to justify their citation. 

J. S. Moore testifie-S as follows (see page 527): 
"Q. What was county scrip worth when you first went to that county? 
"A. When I first went there it was iu 1867 or 186S, pretty soon after the war, 

and I do not know whether there was any then or not. 
"Q. Things were in a pretty badly demoralized condition, and the credit of 

that und other counties were pretty bad, wa.s it not? 
"A. Yes, sir; I do not think it bad any credit about that time. 
"Q. The counties were poor and just beginning to pick up after the war? 
"A. Yes, sir. 
"Q. During the Republican administration, from that time out; how was the 

credit of the county,constantly improving or otherwise? 
"A. It gradually improved. When I commenced paying attention to it scrip 

was down to 40 or 50 cents on the dollar, and it gradually went up until in 1884, 
when it was sometimes at par and sometimes at a small discount. 

"Q. Up to 1876 lands were not allowed to be sold for the non-payment of 
ta~es? . 

A. No,s1r. 
"Q. And the land-owners of that county did not pay their taxes to any con

siderable extent? 
"A. A great many of them refu11:ed to pay their taxes, and there was no way 

offorcing them to do it. • 
"Q.. And the county treasury was therefore not by any means plethoric of 

m~ney? . 
A. No,s1r. 

"Q. After 187G machinery was adopted by the Legislu.t.ure.for collecting un-
paid taxes? 

"A. Yes, si •·· The present constitution went into effect changing the tax laws. 
"Q. And from that time the cr~dit of the county improved? 
"A. Yes, sit·; because they could enforce the collection of taxes. 
"Q. 'Vere there any improvements made in the county under Republican 

administration? 
"A. Yes, sir; they commenced then a new court-house and a. jai1. 
"Q. How many defalcations were there by R~publica.n office-holders? 
"A. Only two that I know of. · -
" Q. There has been some talk here on the part of witnesses about the gen

eral stealing and waste by Republican office-holders? 
"A. I do not remember but two cases, one the tax collecto"l' and the other the 

county treasurer. 
"Q. '.rwo in how many years? 
' ' A. I do not remember but two having occurred during ruy residence there, 

which has been for nineteen years; that is all I can remember. There was 
something said about some school vouchers being forged within the last two or 
three years, but [ don't know whether that amounts to a defalcation." 

Lafayette Kirk, the Democratic judge, testifies as follows (see pages 278-280) : 
"Q. You referred to the fact that the credit of your county was low. Do you 

is~~e county_ order!'! or certificates there? 
A. Yes, s1r. 

"Q.- What do you mean by the credit ofthto county; do you mean that they 
could not borrow money? - ' 

''A. Whenever a man does a piece of work for the county, under a contract 
or otherwise, he goes to the county clerk and scrip is issued, and goes to the 
treasurer and if there is any money it is'paid. 

"Q. 'Vheu you say the credit is poor and sometimes ran from 25 to 75 cents 
on the..dollar, you mean the price of the county scrip? 

"A. I Mid it ron from .{()to 75 cent!:.. 
"Q. I beg pardon. You mean the price of the county scrip1 
"A. Yes, sir; I mean the county scrip. ' _ 

"By Mr. EusTIS: 
"Q. What is the scrip worth now? 
"A. It is worth dollar per dollar. 
"Q. How long bas it been worth that? 
"A. For about two years. 

"By Mr. SPOONER: 

•• Q. When was it worth 40 cents? 
"A. It has been several years since it was worth 40 cents. 
"Q. Do you know any counties in Texas whose scrip sold higher than 40 cent!! 

immediat~ly after the war? 
"A. I do not know what it sold for. 
"Q. The country was impoverished? · 
"A. At that time I was so young I did not know what the scrip sold for. 
"Q. 'Vhen do you remember any of the scrip to have sold at !0 cents in 

Washington County? · 
"A. I do not know that, except by general reputation and hearsay. 
"Q. It is so long ago that you do not know anything about it yourself? 
"A. I have not examined the records myself personally to see. 
'' Q. Then you do not know much about it, do you? 
"A. I know that the county c1·edit had varied from ~0 to 75 cents on the 

dollar. 
"Q. But when it was 40 cents you do not know? 
"A. It was about ten years ago, I think, when it was down that low. 
"Q. Did it constantly improve from that time on? 
"A. It gQt some little better. 
"Q. It went from 40, under Republican administration, up to 75? 
"A. Yes, sir; about that. 
"Q. No hight;:r? 
"A. I do not know. 
.. Q. If you do not know, why do you say it was 75? 
"A. I say it varied from40 to 75. A few years a.go it might have got better. 
" Q. Better than 75? 
.. A. It might; a little bet~r than i5. 

"Q. Did it, in fact, go up to 95? · 
"A. I do not think it ever did. 
"Q. Did it go up to 90? 
''A. I think, maybe, it got to 85 or 90 at times; it flut}tuated. 
"Q. It went from 40 under a Republican administration to 85 or 907 
"A. Yes, sir; that is so. 
"Q. What was it when the honest administration went into power in 1884? 
"A. The commissioners' courts have cont-rol of county affail-s, and there had 

been some good men on the co;:nmissioners' court for several years. 
"Q. 'Vere they Democrats or Republicaes? 
"A. Repuhlicans. 
" Q. Is thn t possible? 
"A. Yes, sir; quite possible. 
"Q. So that the credit was pretty fair? 
"A. It had been improving, sir. 
"Q. How much bas itimproved since 1884? 
"A .. It is dollar for dollar now. 
"Q. ·what was it then? 
"A. There were some debta against the county then and t-here was no money 

in the treasury to pay otf any of the scrip, but when the taxes were collected-
" Q. What would it sell for? 
"A. It was worth about 90 cents on the dollar. ::Q. With J?O money in the county treasury? 

A. Yes, s1r. 
'' Q. You call that pretty fair credit, do you not? 
"A. Well, it had improved. ::Q. Unde1: Republican administration? 

A. Yes, s1r. _ 
"Q. Then, when you said that the course of Republican administration had 

been oue of malfeasance and defalcation in destroying the credit of the county 
you did not quite mean that, did you? 

·• A. I mean that exactly. -
" Q. That is, in these two instances of defalcation? 
" A. I mean it had been down low when there was no necessity for it. It 

ought to ha>e been at par fifteen years ago. There were no public improve
ments, and with the taxes there should have been no debts of the county. 

"Q. You do not mean to say that there were no public improvements? 
"A. Well, very few. 
" Q. Why did you say so? _ 
"A. There was a jail built, that is the only thing I know of. 
"Q. Were any bridges built? . 
"A. Yes, sir; a few. 
"Q. What do you mean, then, when you say there were no public improve

ments? 
"A. I mean to say there were not many; it amounted to notb~g. ::Q. Yous~ytherewasajnil built? 

A. Yes, Slr. _ -
" Q. When was that jail built? 
"A. Some years ago; I do not know how many years." -
John Ireland, ex-governor of Texas, testifies as follows (see pages 341-343): 
"Q. I understood you tosaysomethingabouttherevenuesofthecounty. Let 

us see; they had a Republican administration in that county from the recon
struct.ion days down to two years ago, did they not? 

"A: Until two or three years ago, or four years a.go. 
"Q. Well. down to 1884? 
"A. Yes, sir. - · 
"Q. Then for the fu-st time a. Democratic ticket was elected? 
" A. A Democratic, or Conservative, or People's ticket I believe they call it. 
"Q. I understood you to say that from the reconstruction days down to the 

election of this ticket in 1884 the revenues of that county had been wasted and 
stolen? -

•· A. I mentioned that as one of" the items; yes, sir. 
"Q. It is a.s to that item that I desire to interrogate you briefly. Will you be 

a little more specific, if you please, on that subject? 
"A. I am not able to specify, not living in that neighborhood, but it is a.mat

er of notoriety that their revenues were destroyed, wasted, and stolen, to the 
amount, in one case, I think of 120,000 or $25,000. . 

"Q. But the term during which the Republicans had the administration of 
affairs in that county was from the reconstruction days, M I understand it, 
down to 1~. a good many years. The general charge which I understood you 
to make agains~ the Republican administration of the county is that during 
those years the revenues were wasted and stolen? -

·• .A. No; I repeat to you that I only mention that as one item, and I did not 
intend to say that the revenues during the whole time bad been wasted or ' 
stolen. 

"Q. I understand that was one of the items, but that was your statement in 
co.r?nection '':ith that item? 

A. Yes, su. -
" Q. Now I want to know what Republican offici~ during those years were 

found to have been defaulters? 
"A. I am not able to mention them. 
"Q. I do not care as to the names: I only want to know as to the office? 
"A. I think it was a. county treasurer, though I a.m not positive. 
" Q. What other one? 
"A. There was no other. I c:1.n not specify whether there were any sheriffs 

or collectors. 
"Q. I want to ask you, then, to name the Republican county officials who, 

during the years of Republican administration in that county down to 1884, 
were found to have improperly used any of the public moneys? 

"A. I repeat that I ca.n not name them, because I only know that revenues 
were destroyed and wasted. 

"Q. That is a. pretty general indictment against tho men who held those of
fices. I would like to have some specifications. 

"A. A man not living there and not being personally interested could not 
specify, and! can not leo it. I repeat to you that I can not do it. 

"Q,. Then you know nothing about it except that you have hen.rd that the 
Republican county treasurer defaulted to the extent of twenty or twenty-five 
thousand dollars; is that true? . 

"A. Yes. sir; that is true. 
"Q. And that is the only specific offense or the ouly instauce which you can 

give upon which you base your assertion that the revenues were wasted and 
the moneys stolen, is it? _ 

"A. Yes; that is t.he only instance which I can mention. 
"Q. Do you consider that an adequate foundation for the broad chnrge you 

made, that during those years the revenues were wasted and the public moneys 
stolen? 

"A. I repeat to you, Sena.tot·, that 1 did not intend to say that the rcyenues 
during those years were wai!ted and stolen. I intended to mention thnt as an 
item that occurred during those years. 

"Q. Then all you mean to be unde1-stood as saying on that subject is lhat one 
county officer during those years was found to have been n. defaulter to the ex• 
tent of$25,000? 

"A. Yes, sir; that is all • 
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"Q. Then you do not mean to say at all, having reference to the current ad

ministration from year to year in that county, that they were found to have 
been dishonest or wasted the public moneys? 

''A. No, sir; I do not mean to say that. -
* * • • • • • 

- " Q. Then you do not undertake to criticise from personal knowledge or in 
any specific way the methods which have been ordina.rily resorted to by the 
Republican~ of 'Vashington County? 

"A. No, sir; I have no personal knowledge of the subject." 
B.S. Rogers, the Democratic county attorney, testifies as follows (see page 

555): 
"Q. Excuse me for repeating the question, but how long do you say you have 

lived in the county? 
"A. I ha-ve lived in 'Vashington County since 1866. 
"Q. From the time of your advent into the county down to 1884. the general 

administration of the county bad been Republican, had it not? 
"A. Yes, sir; so called. · 
"Q. Except now and then some individual candidate was elected to some 

o~ce? . . 
A. Yes, Sir. 

"Q. Do you know what the credit of the county waa in 1884? 
"A. I think scrip was perhaps about 80 to 85 cents in 1884. 
"Q. Some of the witnesses have put it at 90 to 95. 
"A. Perhaps it was. I think I sold some at 80 to 85 cent-s. 
"Q. About what was it when the Republicans took hold; what was it when 

you first knew about it in 1866? 
"A. I do not know that I could state what it was for that year; itmndownas 

low as 20 to 25 cents on the dollar under their administration. 
" Q. 1\-"hen? 
"A. That was along in the seventies, I think. 
"Q. Then it increased right along? 
"A. No, sir; there was very little increase. 
"Q. There was a good deal of increase from 25 to 95 cents? 
"A. Yes, sir; but they did not run it then. 
"Q. In 1884, before the People's ticket was elected, was it not 85 to 95? 
"A. I think it was about 85 when we went into office. 
"Q. That came about under Republican administration? 
"A. I do not know that it did. . 
"Q. It was while the general administration of the county was Republican, 

was it not? 
''A. Well, there were two or three Democrats in office; there was a. Demo

cra-tic treasurer, a. Democratic prosecuting attorney, and a. Democratic county 
clerk. 

" Q. But it reached 85, you think? 

"Q. Or were they contemplating running? 
"A. Yes, sir. The only rising was their going 'On their heels and getting in 

the thickets and gullies and out of the way, so fllr as I know." 
0. B. Potter testifies as follows (see page 614): 
"Mr. JoDON. Now, this negro uprising in Brenham, that has been spoken 

about, I will ask you in relation to. Did the people believe it was going to hap
pen, or did they ridicule the idea? 

"The WITNESS. There was nobody who thought of any. negro uprising there; 
in fact, it was very difficult to get a. negro tosticK:hishea.doutofhis cabin. The 
negroes were so scared and badly frightened, all oftbem, that they were keep
ingvery dark; nobody had any anticipation of any uprising that I ever heard o~. '' 

L'l.fayet.te Kirk, Democrat, testifies as follows (see pages 261, 262): 
"Q. Was there any uprising or arming of tbe negroes? 
"A. It was generally so reported. 
"Q. But! am biking about the fact. 
"A. I never saw any uprising of the negroes. 
"Q. And you do not know of any uprising of the negroes? 
"A. I do not know of any uprising. 
"Q. And you do not know of any threats among the negroes of an uprising, 

do you? 
"A. No, sir; I do not." 
Fricke testifies as follows (pages 158, 159): ::Q. There.were rumors of a negro insurrection there? 

A. Yes,su. :;Q. Do Y.ou know of any foundation for any such reports? 
A. No,s1r. . 

"Q. There was a great excitement among the negroes, I suppose? 
''A. They all kept themselves mighty close in their houses; they were afraid 

to talk to anybody, so far as I could see and hear. , 
"Q. Did you hear of any threats being made by Republicans against any-

~?y? . 
A. No,s1r. 

" Q. The threats came from the Democracy, did they? 
"A. Yes, sir; they did that-. 
"Q. Did you know of any Republicans, leading Republicans, creating or at

te~ptin.g to. get up an excitement? 
A . .No, str. 

"Q. How about Democrats? 
"A. It was just the reverse." · 
Harry Haynes, Democrat, testifies as follows (see pages 410-41.8): 
"Q. What expression of feeling was given by that meeting while they were 

in session; what was the character of the speeches, if there were ·any? 
"A. There were several speeches made which were distinguished for conserv• 

RUMORS OF POSSIBLE INSURRECTION IN SOME INDEFINITE REGIONS IS AN ELE- atism, the result of which was that we determined we bad achieved the victory 
MENT IN THE DISORDERS OF THE ELE<:."TlON OR ITS SEQUEJ,, and would hold to it. 

"A. During all these years it ranged from20 up to a.bout 85 cents." 

A favorable aspect was undet·taken in the testimony to be given to the ex- "Q. What evidence did you have that there w~re any pex:sons orga!lized in 
cesses h1 suppression of the suffrage, and in the violence which followed it by _the county t-o prevent the lawful result of the electiOn from bemg recogDlZed and 
imputing them to excitement, rage, and terror from rumors and fears of in~ur- enforced? . . - - . 
recti on at some indefinite points in the county. The committee find no support . "A .. 'Veil, m s~me parts of the county I suppo.se they had ocular evidence of 
of this suggestion as matter of fact, nor do they conceive that any such appre-11t, but m my sectwn of ,the county we had nothmg m.ore than curr~!lt rumor. 
hension :'ras felt in that direction at Brenham or elsewhere. The rumors seem We were connected b:r teleg:rapb and tele~ho~e with other sectiOns of the 
to have been mere inventions to cover or palliate the outrages and to extin- ?Ounty, and through this medmm of coll?mumcat.wn w~ had been _informed that 
guish any tendency to reaction in favor of a just resentment against the law- lD the eastern part of the county these .msurrect~ons,nots, rebell~ons,or what
breakers, and to anticipate any such movement. ever you choose to term th:~m, were bemg orgamzed. I_suppo~en~ ~he eastern 

Some extracts that seem most pertinent to this topic will dispel any notion part of the county these thmgs ~me u?der the observation of mdtviduals, b';It 
that any honest suspicion ever excited fear in any one. m ~y pa~t of th~ count.Y we saw n?thmg of the sort, except tha~ the town m 

Florent D. J odon, a prohibitionist, testifies as follows (see page 185) : which I hve, a village sttuatt;d 15 miles north of B_renham, was entirely deserted 
"Q. There was talk there, ·was there not, of an anticipated negro insurrec- by the male colored population. .It was a notonous fact that for twenty-four 

tion? hours not a negro man was seen m the town, nor scarcely any who ,were able 
''A. Yes sir. to go away at all. 
"Q. Do you know whether or not there was any foundation for that? :: Q. At what point was that? 
"A. None in the world. I have heard good Democrats and other parties talk- A. At Independence. The women :were very closel_y housed, but the men 

ing about it and ridiculing the idea. . _ had all gone, and'!~ have. never been able to find out JUst exactly where they 
"Q. But threats were being made there against various leading Republicans? went.. The supposttwn With us was that t~ey had ~one to the eastern pa~ of 
"A. Oh, yes, sir; they were so common that I did not even take upon my th~ county toJom these mobs that were bemgorgamzed. We ha.ve nopos1t1ve 

memory the names of those who made them. evt~ence, however, to that end. There '!ere '!1-Sually a goo~ may colored peo-
" Q. Do you remember bearing any threats from the R~publicans? pie m our tow::!, but for twenty-four or thuty-six hours we dtd not eee a colored 
"A No sir· none whatever." · man there at all, and that confirmed the rumors we had received that these 

· ' ' · mobs were being organized in different parts of the county. 
S. A. Hackworth testifies as follows (see page £30): 

" Q. There were rumors there, were there not, of alleged or pretended negro 
UJ?fisings? . . 

A. Yes,s1r. 
"Q. 'Vas there, so far as you know, the slightest foundation for any such 

rumor? 
"A. No, sir; and no one else thought so. The Democrats knew it, and the 

whole matter was gotten up to keep up the !tpirit of mob violence every time 
the excitement would die down. I put a. bout three thousand copies of this cir

·cular all over the county, and that began to create a favorable reaction in our 
behalf, and then they would get up. a report of a negro insurrection. There was 
never any negro insurrection in the county. They knew the advice we had 
given the colore~ people. We bad told the colored people repeatedly during 
the canvass that 111 the event a fight was brought on between the Republicans 
and the white Democra-ts, they were to leave immedia.t~ly and go home and take 
no part in it, and let the white Republicans and Democrats fight it out among 
themselves. We didnotwantthecolored men to be mixeCI. up in any row. We 
knew that the moment a colored man killed a white man it would furnish a. 
pretext to bring on a negro massacre. 

"Q. Then there was no foundation for any such rumor? 
"A. No, sir; there was no more foundation for it than to suppose the negroes 

would create an insurrection here in Washington City; not a. bit." 

William H. Blount testifies as follows (see pag~ 129): 

"Q. You had been in office ir. that county before? 
"A. Yes,.sir; I served as county commissioner for three years in the county. 
"Q. Durmg what years? 
"A. During 1883 and 1884. 
"Q. IIad you heard at any time about that election, or after it, of any threat

ened uprising among the negroes. the colored people, against the whites? 
"A. Yes, sir. It was rumored all over the country that the negroes were about 

to have an insurrection in the lower part of my precinct, down there in the 
Graball settlement, and I also heard one day, I forgot what time of the month 
itwRs, that it was reported about Brenham that I bad organized about one 
hundred negroes with bayonets, and that we were coming to slaughter the white 
people. I beard that on the road going to Brenham, and if they had run across 
me they might have pulled me on a limb, and I dodged oat of the way. 
w~r~.c~':~;l~~-f!;~i~'f~ier foundation for those reports that the colored people 

''A, No, s~r: I do not think they did. 

>t 

"Q. You say there were very grave apprehensions in the community of a 
n~~ro insu~ection? · • · 

A. Yes, sir. 
"Q. You have lived in Texas all your life? 
"A. Yes, sir. · ::Q. And '!ere living there during the war? 

A. Yes, st.r. 
"Q. There were as many colored people probably in that section as now? 
"A. Yes, sir. 
:• Q. 'Vas there any insurrection there during the war? 
''A. I\ one that I heard of. 
'' Q. Did you ever hear of any negro insurrection anywhere in your section 

during the war? 
''A. I do not recall any just at this moment. 
"Q. Do you recollect any which have occurred since the war? 
"A. Well, no, sir. 
" Q. But you thought then that there must be an insurrection because the 

men were not there at home? 
"A. I think it argued in that direction." 

J. J\J. Wesson (see pages 545--457) : 
"J. M. Wesson, having been duly sworn, was interrogated as follows: 

"By ?tlr. EUSTIS: 

"Q. What is your full name? 
"A. J. M. Wesson. 
"Q. How oltl are you? 
"A. I am twenty-three years oi age. 
"Q. Where do you live? 
"A. In Navasota, Grimes County, Texas. 
"Q. What is your business? 
"A. I am a lawyer by profession. 
"Q. Are you in the militia.? 
"A. Yes, sir; I am captain of a militia company there. 
::Q. In N~vember last were you and your company ordered to Graballf 

A. Yes,su. 
"Q. Bywhom? 
"A. I received a. tele~r!un from Adjutant-General King. 
"Q. Is be the adjutant-general of the State? 
"A. Yes, sir. · 
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"Q. What was tl1at telegram? 
"A. I ha.,~en't the telegram with me, bi1t as near as I remember it
"Mr. SPoONER. See if this was it; I guess it was: 

"'Capt. ;J.l\1. WESSo:Y, Navasota: 
"'AusTIN, T:EX., November 8. 

· "'Put your company under arms and report to ;J. H. Roberts, secretary of the 
citizens' meeting. Preserve the peace at ail hazards. 

"' W. H. KING, Adjutant-General..' 
"The WrrNESB. That is the telegram. 
••Q. How many men did you take with you? 
"A. Sixteen men of my com}>any besides myself. 
"Q, . . You went to GrabaU at once? 
"A. Yes, sir; to Lott's Store, very near to Graball-a mile and a half on the 

other side of Graball. 
"Q. When did you get there? 
"A. I got there about half past 11 o ' clock that night. 
"Q,. What day of the month was it? · 
"A. It was the 8th of November. 
"Q,. To whom did you report? 
"A. When I arrived there I found some members of the citizens' co"lilmittee. 

I did not go to Mr. Roberts's house; I sent some of my men there, though. We 
were distributed then among the houses of the citizens in the vicinity. 1 think 
three of the men went to one bouse, and they were distributed around in that 
way. There was no reporting done to any one that night, though I reponed 
to Mr. Roberts next morning at a citizens' meeting held near Lott's Store. 

"Q,. You went there armed and equipped? 
"A.. "\Ve went as militiamen to preserve the peace.· 
"Q,. What did you understa,ndfrom Mr. Roberts or the citizens was the oc

casion of your going there? 
••A. I lmderstood that they had been alarmed by reports from the negroes in 

the vicinity; that they apprehended trouble with them. 
"Q. What do you mean by t.rouble? 
"A. ThE-y ar>prl"bended that their houses would be burned and that they 

would be attacked. 
'' Q. That the white people would be? 
"A. Yes sir; the white people-tho white Democrats of the vicinity. 
u Q. In othe1· words, you understood there would be an uprising of the ne-

groes in that locality? 
"l\ir. SPOONER. He is an intelligent man; let him tell. 
"Q. I ask you if that is true? 
"A. Yes; .that is what they apprehended or what they seemed to apprehend, 
'' Q. And that is what you umlerstood was· the reason and occasion of your 

g<!.~ng there~ the captain of a militia company? 
.A.. Yes, srr. 

;: Q. Order~d there by the adjutant-general of the State? 
A. Yes, str. 

"Q. How long did you remain there?· 
"A. "\>Ve arrived there, as I said, about 11 o'clock on the night of the 8th, and 

we remained there aU day on the 9th, leaving about sundown, and returning to 
Navasota. ' 

"Q. You say you scattered your men around? 
"A. I scattered them around that night for lodgings. As I say, next morning 

we all got together and remained together while we were in the county. 
"Q. Wnere did you remain together, at what place? 
''A. As I said, they bad a meeting near Lott's Store, and we left Lott's Store 

and went to Flewellen, where the killing o( Borton had taken place. 
.. Q;. How far is that from Lott's !"fore? 
"A. Ishouldjad2'e it WM about 4 mile~. We got there about 10 or 11 o'clock 

the next morning and remained .there s.everal hours, and then returned home 
by a somewhat circuitous route; it was sundown before we got; out of the 
COlnlty. 

;; Q. Whe~ you left everything appeared to be quiet? 
A. Yes, su. , 

"Q. And you considered that you had fulfilled your orders? 
••.A.. Yes, sir; l saw no further necessity for remaining. 
"Q. Did you make any report to the adjutant-general? 
".A. Yes, sir·; in writiug. Ireportedthatlhadgoneto tbecountrya.sdirected 

and had retumed, as I saw no further necessity for my staying there. 

"By MF. SPOO:NEll.: 

:: Q,. You e~y that you reported that you had goue to the country? 
A. Yes, s1r. 

"Q,. And did yon report that you saw no occasion for your staying there? 
"A. I reported that I saw no occasion for my remaining in the country any 

longer. • 
:; Q. You s~y everything was pea<!eable and quiet when you left there? · 

A. Yes, su. 
"Q,. Was not everything quiet n.nd peaceable when you arrived there? 
"A. So far ae I saw; beyond the alarm of the citizens I saw no demonstration 

of violence on the part of any one. 
"Q. A.nd" nQtbing to warrant you in the. supposition that such a thing had 

been thought of among the negroes, was there? 
"A. No more than the testimony ofthe darkies, which I considered unworthy 

of belief entirely. 
:: Q. You ~enti ther~ from another county? · 

A. Yes, s1r. 
"Q. It did not ta.ke you long to become satisfied that. there was nothing in this 

apprehension of the people there? 
".A. I can not say that I did come to the conclusion that there was nothing in 

it, bnt· I felt satisfied there wonld be no more trouble; at least I thought there 
would be no more. 

" Q. There had not been any trouble, had there? 
"A. There bad been these reports by the negroes. 
'' Q. That was not trouble? 
"A. But it was sufficient to cause an apprehension of trouble. 
"Q. But you were not satisfied that there would be no more reports; the 

presence of your company diu not prevent reports being circulated? 
"A. No, sir. What I mean is I consider that the display of forc.e made by my 

company was sutficient. 
"Q. How many men did you have? 
"A. I bad sixteen men under me, and I considered that display of force would 

be sufficient to prevent the darkies from making the attack, which I have no 
doubt they had talked about. Whether they seriously contemplated it or not I 
can not say. 

"Q. Yon got there about what time? 
"A. Aboutll o'clock. 
"Q. When did you leave? 
"A. We got to Navasota about half-past 9 in the evening. 
"Q. You had a pretty good time while you were there, did you not? 
"The WITNESS. Do you mean in Washingt-on County? 
"l'l1r, SPOONER~ Yes. 
"A. No, sir; I can not say that we had any enjoyable time at all. It was rain

ing, and we rode there through the rain. 

"Q: Of course if the weather was not pleasant you did not . .You did not have 
occas1on to shoot anybody? 

''A. No, sir; we never shot anybody. ;:Q. Nor 1:1rrest anybody? 
A. No,srr. 

"Q. Nor make any hostile demonstrations with your sixteen men to arrest 
anybody? 

"A. No,slr." 

;J, H. Roberts, Demoera.t, testified as follows (see pa,.o-e 349): 
"Q. State what you know about the sending of telegrams for troops. 
"A. I have a telegram here tllJ\t J sent off [producing the telegram]. 
"Q. You say there was a meeting held? 
"A. Yes, sir; there was a meeting held. 
"Q. Where wM it held? 
"A. It was held at the Baptist .church, in tb~ neighborhood'. 

"By Mr. TELLER: 
"Q. Was it held at GrabaU? 
"A. No, sir; not at Graball, but about 2 miles from GrabaU. 

"By Mr. EusTIS: 
"Q. What. was the meeting for? 
"A. After the killing of Bolt<..n out at this voting precinct of Flewellen the 

count~ was under a good deal of excitement, and there was a report came into 
the ne1ghborhood there that the negroes-th ~!t was on Sunday, after the killing 
of Bolton. Bolton, you undet·lltand, was killed on the night after the election. 

"Q,. You mean he was killed on the night of the eleclmll? . 
"A. Yes, sir; he was killed on the nig-ht of the election, and on the next Sun

day the negro~s bad preachiu~ out t here in the neighborhood , and they were so 
thoroughly stared up and ex.CI~ed about the arrest of these p:Hties, you know, 
that bad been accused of kllhng Bolton that they would not go in the house 
to hear the preacher at all. They sat outside caucus:sino• among themselves 
and they made some threats and said if those negroes we';e not turned loose b~ 
Thursday that they intended to rise and release the negroes and massacre the 
white people. That was the news that was bron~ht to the white people of the 
neighborhood. The news was bronght in the neighborhood and a meeting of 
the people called. In that end of the count.y the niggers outnumbm-cd us about 
six to one, and we were completely at their mere)' , and heltl a meeting and de
cided on calling for help, and th:;.t was the origin o f that. dispatch. 

"Q. Were you secretary ot the meeting? 
"A. Yes, sir; I was secretary of t-he meeting. 
"Q. Is this the dispatch you sent [handing a dispatch to ibe witness]? 
"A. Yes; that is the dispatch. 
"Mr. EvARTS. That telegram had better go in evidence . 
"The following is the telegram referred to: 

"'To Sheriff: 
n' CoUl!.TNEY, N()'()emlJ.er 8, 1885-5 p.m. 

"'Send to Lott's Store, immediate.Jy, fifty armed men, on horseback. We ap
prehend an in~urrection from. the negroes. 

"'J. H. ROBERTS, 
'' 'SecretaT]} Oitiuns' Meeting.' 

"By :Mr. EUSTIS: 

s;~~~tate whether your request for tllose troops was complied with by Ule 

"A. Yes, sir; it was. He came down with about sixteen or eighteen men. 11 

Sheriff Dever, Democrat, te!>tifie as follows (see pages 6?-5, 626): 
"Mr. JonoN. From whom was the insurrection apprehended r 
"The WITNESS. From the n~roes. 
.. Mr. ;JonoN. Wilf1in your knowledge as sheriff was there any basis whatever 

for supposing the1·e w .. uld be an uprising of the negroes? . 
"The "WITNESS. I really did not think so. 
"Mr. JonoN. Have you ever learn~d anything since which would make you 

believe it? 
"The WITNESS. I did not apprehend any danger, erceptwhen I received that 

telegram and went down there. There are butfewwhi.le people in thatenclof"tbe 
county, and the women and children down there were terribly frightened. That 
was the cause of that meeting and the cause of that tel«>gram being sent to me. 

"Mr. JonoN. Did youofyour own knowledge, up to that Lime, know of any 
acts by negroes pointing to an insurrection, or have you ever learned since 
anything which show that they intended ·to rise? 

''The 'VITb'ESS. No, sir; I do not know that I did. 
"1\fr. JoDON. It is not acknowledged in Washington County that there was 

no ground whatever for the belief that the negroes would uprise in an insUJ.P
rectiou? 

"The WITNESS. Well, only those people being scared, and the day we went 
down there you could not see any of the negroes, or but very few. 

"Mr. Jonos. Don't yon know from g-enei"al report that the negroes were so 
scared that they hatl hidden out; don ' t you know thst that has since deveJ. 
oped as the reason they were absent, that they were too s £·ared to come out? 

•• The WrTNE'IS;. I do not know wha~ was . t.he cause. They have come ont 
since, and there is no trouble. 

·• 1\lr. JoDON. Have you n<>t heard thatwasthereason, thnttheywereso badly 
scared that they did not da.1·e to show themselves; haven't you heard that talked 
of? 

"The WITNESS. Yes, sir." 

D. Kirk, Democrat, testifies as follows (see page:s 274, 275): 

"By 1\lr. EUSTIS: 

"Q,. 'Vhat were you going to· say about Mr. Roberts? 
"A. I was goi-ng to say that Mr. Roberts went down in thab section of country 

known as the black belt, and he sent a telegram up thel'e a few days after the 
killing of Bolton, stating that he believed there would ue an uprising, nud re
questing the sheriff to come down there with a. po~3e of armed men. As soou 
as t.hat report was made known tllere the sheriff and others telephoned to 
Chapel Hill and Independence this report of this apprehended uprising. and tl1e 
sheriff got a number of men from Brenham to go down there, and they did go, 
and pe rhaps a military company came. 

"lly Mr. SPOONEll: 
"Q. And he found there was nothing in it? 
"A. He fonnd there was no uprising. 

.. * 
"Q. \Vas it not ,:renerally understood that these men whom the sheriff met 

· were going to Brenham to hang the negroes? 
"A. Tl1ere were conflicting reports about that. 
"Q. What din the sheriff tell yon nbout that ? 
"A. The sheriff told me that they reported to him and fell in with hhn. 
"Q,. What did they report about it'! 
"A. That they had received these telephone messages that were telephoned 
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from B1·en ham. I had telephoned myself both to Clmpel Hill and to Independ
:~deG~~~a~l~o to ~a.vasota. I think they.met him halfway between Brenham 

"Q. Do you remember what you said in those telephc;>ne messages? 
".A. I do not remember my exact language. 
"Q. Do you remember what you said? 
"A. No, sir; I do not remember. 
'' Q. State a'i near as you can recollect it. 
''.A. I just told them that there were wild rumors of uprising down there some

where in that GrabaU country. 
" By 1\lr. EusTIS : 

"Q. Uprising by whom? 
"A. By the negroes, and that the sherift'bad !!:One down there, and telephoned 

some of them to go. I SR.id I telephoned toNava..<Jota, and I believe I responded 
to a telephone from there. They had beard of it from some source and asked 
about it, and I told them the best I could." 

Fricke testifies as follows (see page 113): 
. "Q. What was your understanding as to the object and purpose of the meet
mg? 

''A. My understandingofthepurposeofthe meetingwastoseewhatwas to be 
done with those He publicans-' scalawags 'as they called them-who had been 
inciting insurrection and rebellion and all that kind of thing, as they claimed. 

"Q. Had ·there been any insurrection or rebellion? 
"A. Not thl\t I know of. 
"Q,. Had thet·e been any uprising among the negroes? 
"A. Not that I know of. 
"Q. Had there been any threatened uprising among the negroes? 
"A. Not that I know of. 
"Q,. Had there been, to your knowledge, any violence, except the raiding of 

the ballot-boxes and the hanging of those colored men? 
"A. None, except the shooting of Bohon. 
"Q. He was one of the men who raided the ballot-box? 
"A.. Yes, sir; he was one of the men, I understand. 
"Q,. Wi.s there any fotlDdation, so far as you know, for the rumors as to an 

alleged negro uprising? 
"A. I think they were manufactured by the Democrats for the purpose of 

creating a pretext for them to corumit outrages on the Republican leaders of 
Washin!tl<>n County. • 

"Q. I say, was there, to your knowledge, any foundation for those rumors? 
"A. Not the slightest, except the foundation created by the rumors them

selves, which were circulated in the county by t.he Democrat!J for the purpose 
stated by me. 

- ''Q. Do you know of any real movement on the part of the negroes to uprise 
against the whites? 

"A. They illi.d no disposition to do it, or ca.use .to do it, or inclination to do it. 
to·~~i Do you know of their having been counseled b! prominent Republicans 

"A. On the contrary, the Republicans had counseled them when they made 
contracts wit.h the farmers, the land-owners, to star..d up to their contracts and 
carry them out in good faith, but when they made a contract to sell the land
owner their labor or their produce to be careful not to sell them their vote; not 
to sell to the Democrats there the colored men's Republican vote; not to try to 
intimidate Democrats and. require them to vote the Republican ticket, aud, on 
the other hand, not to be mduced, bought, or persuaded by Democrats to vote 
the Democratic ticket.. That is about the kind of argument we used to them. 

'' Q. Was there any excitement at the time of the election in Brenham? 
"A. Yes, sir; just after the election, and it continued until the time when I 

left there. 
"Q. So far as you know. by whom. by what men, and for what purpose was 

that excitement brought about and stimulated? 
"A. For ~he purpose of breaking up the Republican party and getting rid of 

the Republican lea.d"ers. It was brought about by Democrats circulating false 
reports and having false publications made in their organ, the Brenham Banner. 

"Q. Reports of what; of the uprising on the part of the negroes? 
''A. Yes, sir; and threats of violence. 
"Q,. There was an alleged apprehension of an uprising? 
"A. It was a pretended apprehension of an uprising; but, as I understood it 

they were merely circulating those reports in order Lo create a pretext to get 
excited themselves and to aid them in breaking up the Republican party and 
driving off its leaders. 

"Q. What was the general sent.im•mt there as to the ticket which had been 
elected in that county by the votes cast? • 

"A. The general impression was that the Republican ticke' had been elected. 
"Q. Was the talk at that time of contesting the election? 
"A. Yes." 

Carl Schut.ze testifies as follows (see page 206): 
"Q. Were bullets shot into the car? 
"A. I did not see any. I do not know whether the shots were fired into the 

car or not, but they were close up to it. 
. "Q. Was there any foundation whatever, so far as you know for these ru-
m~rs that w~re circulated of a negro uprising? ' 

A. No, s1r, 
"Q. Did you hear of any threats made by the R-epublicans, or were the 

threats that were-made entirely confined to the Democrats? 
"A. Yes; they were entirely confined to the Democrats." 
S. A. Hackworth testifies as follows: 

"By 1\Ir. SPOONER: 
"Q. Did you bear of any threats being made by Republicans? 
"A. None at all. ::Q. Whi~ or black? 

A. No,s1r. 
"Q,. Did you hear any propositions of insurrection from colored people? 
"A. None in the world; no, sir. 
"Q. Who Circulated those reports of threatened and apprehended insurrec

tion? 
" "A. All the news we got about it was from the Democrats. 

"Q,. ~oyou remember any prominent Democrats who were officious and active 
in creatml:' excitement there, and perpetuating it? 

"'A. Yes, sir; Il..-now of a good many who were. 
"Q. Name some of them; who were they? 
"A. M~. C. C. Bo¥d is one that I would hear talking a good deal; and I heard 

of Mr. Tr1stam talkmg, and Mr. Leman talking. 
"Q. How about Judge Kirk? 
"A. I have heard of his talking, too, a great deal. 

th: 'Jse~~~~~t~~se rnmors of apprehended violence from the negroes came from 

".A. Yes, sir; altogether." 
ALLEGED I... CENDIAB.Y SPEECHES A.T ~!!'s~BLIC ~N MEETINGS /DURING THE CAN-

S?me colo-r was sough~ to be giv:en .to the excitement in Washington County 
wh~ch followed the elect10n by ass1gnmg as a coutributox·y cause of the excesses 
wh1ch 1011.rked the election and its sequel the making of what were stigmatized 

as incendiary speeches a.t Republican meetings, or at political gatherings of col· 
ored voters. 

The committee allowed a wide range in the. testimony in support and in refu
tation of these accusatlons. It· seemed but fair that every opportunity should 
~e given to pre_ent the canvass, as bearing upon this point, as accurately and 
mtelligently as pos ible. The exploration of this subject has, the committee 
thinks, demonstrated that the accusations themselves were vague and mere hear
say: that the imputations, when reduced to any definite expressions, came to 
nothing more serious than the ordinary methods of politicalar"ument and per
suasion; that the infusion into these arguments of any race prejudices or prefer
ences in the canvass d id not transcend the legitimate and natural scope of party 
zeal for candidates. and that any stimulant to passion and disorder was entirely 
absent from tho canvass. As to .any combination or incentive t-o accomplish 
any resu~ts by violence, the Republican speakers and the colored assemblages 
were entuel:y: exonerated by the testimony from any such charges. A perusal 
of the followmg extracts from the te!'ltimony will, the committee submit ex:~ 
tinguish any impression that 'incendiary speeches' entered into the can.;as!l; 
Rnd will justify its couclusion that no substantial or reasonable support for such 
imputations ever had any basis in fact . 

Lafayette Kirk, the Democratic judge, testifies as follows (see page 259): 
"Q,. You consider it a pretty serioustbing not to allow a man, white or black 

a citizen of the United States, to live where be chooses, do you not? ' 
"A. Yes, sir; I do. 
"Q. What had these men done that they should be driven from Washington 

County, and no longer permitted to live there in that community? 
"A. I do not think any of them were driven from the county. 
"Q. What had they done that they should be compelled to cease doing under 

pPnalty of exile ? 
"A. As I say. I considered their course and conduct in the canvass
" Q,. What course and what conduct? 
"A. The character of speeches they made. 
"Q. What character of speeches? 
"A. Speeches calculated to arouse the prejudices and passions of the negroes. 
''Q,. In what way did they do that? 
"A. By a.ppeals to their prejudices and passions, and by.iies and falsehoods. 
"Q. The lies they were telling about. you was the principal thing that aggra· 

vated you? 
"A. It did provoke me a great. deal. 
"Q,. Tell us some speech that any one of these men made, and what it was 

that caused their being put to that alternative to either stop making Republican 
speeches of that kind or leave the county? 

"A.. It was not so much the speeches they would make as the applause and 
countenance they would give to speeches made by negroes. 

"Q. What have you in mind now? 
"A. On one ocQasion there was a negro, a Republican canvasser, and in t.he 

course of his remarks he appealed to his colored friends, and he said, 'You can 
not eat with the white people, you can not sleep with the Democrats, you can 
not associate with them, and what do you want to v o te for them for?' And 
these gentlemen, whenever they were present, when such expressions were 
made use of, would become convulsed with laughter and would applaud vocifer .. 
ously. 

"Q,. Your idea was that they must he prohibited from bPcoming convulsed 
with laughter when they found something to laugh at or leave the county'? 

"A. The reason that induced me to make the statement was--
" Q. I want to get at the offenses these men had committed. One you say is 

that they became convulsed with laughter when some negro said that they could 
not eat or sleep with Democrats. That negro did not lie much, did he? 

"A. He was exactly right so far as that was concerned; but I do not think 
that was a Republican speech which ought to be made. 

"Q. You do not bold the party or its leaders responsible for everything that 
a man would say? 

"A. I do, when their laughter induces them to say it; when by their conduct 
and actions, by their applause or otherwise, they encourage it. 

"Q. ·who applauded? 
"A. At this particular time one of the memorialists, Jim Moore, was present. 
"Q. Did he laugh, snicker, snort, or what? 
"A. He was very vociferous in his applause, indicating his approval of what 

the negro said. 
•• Q. The negro saitl that no negro could sleep with a white Democrat., and 

Mr. Moore applauded that, and you consider that a m ortal offense, for which 
he should be compelled to leave the county? 

"A. No, sir; I do r..ot consider that so bad as some others. 
"Q. What else? 
"A. When I went into that meeting I had just been informed that Mr. Potter 

had said that he was in favor of going in with the negroes and resorting lO the 
shotgun policy to enforce their rights. 

"Q. Had Mr. Potter said anything? 
"A. I had been .so notified and informed, and acted on that infotmat.ion. 
"Q. How long bad you known Potter? 
"A. Ever since I had been in town. 
"Q. He is a pretty good neighbor. is he not? 
"A. So far as I knew. I didn't know much about him except in this canvass. 
"Q. He had been a pretty good neighbor, on general principles? 
"A. He had, so far as I know. I had nothing to do with him, much. 
'' Q. Would you drive a man out of the county on what some fellow said, 

without making proper inquiry about it? 
"A. I said, in the event he had said it in his speech. 
"Q,. Did you hear him say any such thing? 
"A. Never. • 
"Q. Why did he recommend them to adopt the shotgtlD policy? 
"A. To enforce their. rights, I suppose. 
"Q. That is, if the white Democrats raided the ballot-boxes that they ought 

to be shot? 
''A. I do not. know what he had in his mind. 
"Q. Don't you think it would have been a good idea to have found out what 

he said before undertaking to punish him? 
"A. I do. The gentleman who informed me said he was making statements 

of that character, that he was in favor of arming them. 
:: Q. That ~as aft~r the election that he was so reported? 

A. Yes, s1r. 
"Q. Is it not true that you were told that Mr. Potter justified the shooting, 

when it was nece'lsary, of men who raided the ballotrboxes? 
"A. I was not told that; J was just t-old about a. conversation in which he said 

he was in favor of arming the ne~roes and resorting to the shotgun policy. 
"Q. Had not that rumor been traced up, and had not Mr. Potter made a. de-

nial of it? 
"A. Not a.t that time, it had not. 
"Q. What else was there; what other crim.e had these men committed? 
"A. Some of them were notoriously bad characters there. 
"Q Bad in what way? 
"'A. They had no standing socially or otherwise. 
"Q. \Vhat other specific offenses had the5e men committed in the campai.ro? 

One of them had laughed and applauded these colored men, and the other WM 
reported to have said something that he denied saying. Now, what else waa 
there of which you complain? 
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"A. They have detailed some- of my social-eqnality speeches, and I will 
explain about that matter. In om· district court there, all these men, I think 
every one of them, I can not remember which one, but they appealed to the 
negroes ahd said, "There is Dever, the Democratic :lheriff, who has divided the 
district court-room, and made the negroes sit on one side and the white people 
on the other, and you see how the white men treat you. There are no negroes 
on the jury; and they said the same thing about the county court. The fact 
was that Judge McFarland, who was the Repub'lican district judge, had made 
the order, which I considered a proper one, but in order to meet these sort of 
appeals, which did arouse race prejudice in the negroes, I told them that no 
such thing bad been done; that Dever did not divide the county court-room, 
but that Judge McFarland did divide it. And lhey would make the statement, 
all of them, that the negroes had no representative on the People's ticket as 
electe<i, and were not permitted to £it on juries, and that their wi.ves, when they 
had business to transact at the court-room, were not treated With respect, but 
were allowed to stand in the cold and shiver, and that they could not get near 
the stove, all of which was absolutely false. 

"Q,. 'Vho did you hear make such a speech as that? 
"A. Mr. Hackworth, and a number of the negro speakers made similar 

speeches. 
"Q.. And in reply to that, you showed that the negroes all sat around with 

the white people in your court? 
"A. I said in reply to that that Mr. Dever did not make any order dividing 

the county court room, and did not divide the district court room. 
"Q. And that in your court t.here was no such division? 
"A. Yes, sir; and I denied the charges that the negroes had no representa

tion. That was calcula.ted, I Considered, to ·arouse the negroes and array them 
against the whites. They said they bad no I'epresenta.tion anywhere, and that 
they were not permitted to sit on juries, w bile the fact was that as many of them 
had sat on the jury under that administration as in any former administrations. 
I bad examint:d the records to see what proportion of negro jurors we had. 

"Q. Those arc the incendiary speeches you refer to? 
"A. Yes, sir; and those were some of the things statedatthepublic meetings 

that we h eld. They would try to prevent anybody going up, and Mr. Hack
worth and Mr. Potter wouid make charges against me of a personal character, 
which were without any foundation in truth or in fact, and then they would 
try to preva.il on their chairman of the meeting not to permit me to answer the 
chargei or represent my candidacy or do anything of the kind. 

" Q. They were not your meetings, were they? 
"A. They were public meetings. 
"Q. They were Republican meetings, were they not? 
"A. No, sir; they were meetings generally. 
"Q. 'Vere they not meetings called by Republican speakers? 
"A. They were called by negroes. 
"Q.. Were they not Republican meetings called by Republicans? 
"A. Well, the majority of those who attended them were Republicans. 
"Q.. Were they not Republican meetings in contradistinction to Democratic 

meetings? 
"A. I suppose you would call them that. 
"Q.. You know what a Republican meeting is, a meeting called by theRe-

publican local organization? · 
"A. I will tell you bow the meetings were gotten up. They would go out in 

the country in the evening, and they would get the negroes together and elect 
a chairman, nnd then they would address them, and they have done that during 
the last two canvasses. 

"Q. What other crimes did these men commit that you thought worthy of 
punishment? 

"A. No other that I know of. 
"Q.. You have given, then, the head and front of their offending, have you? 
"A. I stated in the outset what caused me to make the statement I did in the 

citizens' meeting. If you want that repeated I can repeat it. 
"Q. How is that? 
"A .. I say I can repeat what caused me to make the statement about their 

punishment, as I did m the citizens' meeting. I was never in favor of their be
ing made to leave after that; after I found out 'hat Mr. Potter disclaimed this 
statement I never said anything about his leaving or any of the rest of them 
leaving. 

"Q. You remember pretty distinctly what was said in these various speeches 
made? 

"A. I can remember some of the things. 
"Q. You have a pretty good memory, have you not? 
"A. Another thing; they would tell the negroes that they would be put back 

in bonda.,.e if the Democrats got back in power, and all that sort of folderoL 
"Q. A~d tell them, I suppose, that Abe Lincoln was their friend, and that the 

Republican party had been theu friend always? 
"A. Yes; they did that. 
"Q. Wasn't tho.t incendiary? 
"A. No, sir; I do not think so. 
"Q. That is funny. What else do you remember? 
"A. I remember the meetings they had in camp there near Brenham in what 

is called Camp Town, a. portion of the t.own where the negroes resided. They 
bud a number of meetings down there, and I had known on several occasions 
two or three negroes to go down there with shotguns and Win cheaters, and had 
endeavored, and successfully, to keep me-sometimes successfully-to keep me 
or any body else from replying to their charges that Mr. Ha<lkworth and his co
horts were making against me or men on our ticket. 

"By Mr. TELLER: 

"Q. They prevented you from addressing the Republican meetings; that is 
tile plain English of it? • 

"A. Well, they were colored meetings. 
"Q,. They were Republican meetings, were they not; you know whether 

they were. or not? 
"A. They were called by Republican negroes. 
"Q. They were called by Republicans. to have Republican speakers address 

tll~m? . 
A. Yes, s1r. 

"Q. And they declined to allow you to address them? 
"A. Yes; and they declined to allow the Republican speakers to add~·ess 

them, if they wanted to defend any men not on the Republican ticket. 
"By Mr. SPOONER: 

" Q. That was nothing against you? 
"A. No, sir; but I do not think they had any right to get up and make false 

charges and not allow me to disprove them. · 
•· Q. That was not so much a matter of race or color as it was a matter between 

you and those men? 
"A. They would try to get the negroes to prevent my speaking, and under 

their advice they would prevent it. 
"Q. Whogavetba.tadvice? 
"A. Mr. Hackworth. 
"Q. Do you remember hearing Mr. Hackworth advise any meeting not toal· 

low you to speak? 
"A. Yes, sir; he tried to do that all through the canvass. 
"Q. Where? 

"A. At every meeting that was held in Camp Town. 
"Q. You would come there and demand a hearing? 
"A. I would. 
"Q. ~Vhy didn't you call your own meeting after they had gone and have If 

Democratic meeting and speeches? 
"A. Because I proposed to meet those very things. 
"Q. Had yon a right to force yourself on a Republican meeting against the 

will of the people present? 
"A. I think I had a right to speak in any public meeting that was called for 

the discussion of the Republican candidates. 
"Q. Do yon understand that when a Republican meeting is called you have 

a right to go there and speak? 
"A. If it was a strictly Republican meeting I do not know that I would. These 

meetings were called for the purpose of public discussion. 
"Q. These meetings were not called for the purpose of public discussion in' 

that sense, but for the purpose of hearing Republican speakers denounce the 
Democratic candidates. 

• • A. I was always invited to those meetings by the negroes; almost universally 
invited there by the negroes. 

" Q. By Republican negroes? 
'• A. You do not find anything else but Republican negroes, or at least I haven't, 

down in our section. 
"Q. But they can not always safely vote for the Republican ticket and have 

it counted. 
"A. Well, they did say that at this last election. 
"Q. Did Mr. Potter ask you at any point to stay at any meeting? 
"A. I do not remember anything of the kind. 
"Q. Did Mr. Hackworth tell you in advance of the charges he proposed to 

make against yon in the campaign? 
"A. No, sir. 
" Q. You are sure of that? 
"A. No sir. 
" Q. Did he before he made the speeches? · 
"A. No, sir ; and the fi:.-st I heard of them was on the stump. 
"Q. Do you remember all that be said at any meeting on the stump? 
"A. No, sir; I could not undertake to repeat any of his speeches. 
"Q. Did you attend a Republican meetinga.twhich you insisted that nobody 

should speak unless you were permitted to speak? 
"A. I got up on the same stump he was on, and I told him if be made those 

charges and would not permit me to answer or I'eply to them, that the meeting 
would have to adjourn, even if I staid there a week. 

"Q. Did it adjourn? 
"A. He took the band away with him--
"Q. And the band carried all the meeting with it? 
"A. No, sir; it left a considerable number of them there, and I staid there 

and addressed them-made a speech to them (page 286). 

• • • • • • • 
"Q. Before the election"did you hear any incendiary speeches made by Re

publican orators? 
"A. I heard such speeches as I considered rather incendiary. ::Q. You h;ave given an account, I understand, of some of those you heard? 

A. Yes, Sir. 
"Q. And have said all that you care to say on that subject? 
"A. About all that I could recall. I have given samples of them. 
"Q.. Were those the extremest or severest instances of inceil.diary speeches 

that you heard? 
"A. They were about as severe, I believe. It was their practices as m u{!b as 

their-- . 
"Q. I haven' t asked you that. I ask you if you have given the severest in• 

stances of these incendiary speeches that you heard? 
''A. I believe I have given thost1 that I heard. 

"TESTillONY OF B. S. ROGERS. 

. "B.S. Rogers, having been duly sworn, was interrogated as follows: 

"By Mr. EUSTIS: 

"Q. What is your full name? 
"A. Ben S. Rogers. 
" Q. How old are you? 
"A. I am thirty-five years old. 
"Q. Where do you live? 
"A. In Brenham, Tex. 
"Q. How long have you lived there? _ 
"A. I have lived in Brenham a little over two years, perhaps three years, but 

I have lived near there for about twenty years. 
"Q. What is your occupation? 
"A. I am a practicing lawyer. 
"Q. Did you ever hold any office? 
"A. Yes, sir; I am county attorney of Washington County at t-he presen' 

time. 
"Q. How long have you held that office? 
"A. Since 1884. 
"Q. You were elected in 1884? 
"A. Yes sir. 
;; Q. And ~e-elected in 1886? 

A. Yes, s1r. 
• * • • • • • 

;; Q. Did y~m take an active part in the last oanvaas? 
A. Yes,s1r. 

"Q. Did you hear any of those speeches made by the Republican leaders? 
"A. I heard a great many of them. 
"Q. Were they what you would caJ1 incendiary speeches, some of them? 
"A. I do not know that I would term them that. They made' use of a great 

many expressions and declarations that had a tencrnncy to discontent the ne
groes and make them dissatisfied with their condition. 

"Q. I mean did you hear any appeals made to their prejudices as colored peo-
ple or to their fears as ignorant people? 

"A. Yes, their speeches had that tendency. 
"Q. Go on and state what you recollect about it? 
"A. I do not know that I could give what each or any of the speakers said 

particularly, except in a few instances perhaps. Some of the Repu.Dlican 1Jpeak· 
ers made use of the langua~e that 'the Democrats won't let you eat with 
them, won't let you sleep with themt won't let you visit their famllies, or sit in 
their parlors, or converse with thelrua.ui'hters, and !do not see why you should 
vote for them,' and such expresaions as that. 

"Q. Whatelsedoyouremember,il anythin&-, showing the general character 
of their speeches? . 

"A. Well, they would go on and tell the negroes that the Democratic tat.14' 
was the cause of their situation, was the cause of their beln• poor, and the 
cause of their cotton being worth but 6 or 8 cents, and the ca. use of thetr gett! 
a low price for the picking of the cotton, that it was oocasioned by the tar' ; 
also that the earthquakes we were havin&' at Charleston at the time were vis ~ 
tlons of Providence upon the Democratic party for their treatment of the n&. 
groes. 
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":Mr. SPOONER. That was a joke, wasn't it? 
"Colonel GIDDINGs. No, sir; it was not .. 

* * * * • • • 
"Q. You have spoken about these incendiary speeches; you do not mean to 

characterize these as incendiary speeches do you? 
"A. I do not know that that is the prop~r term for them. 
"Q. J?id they ~iffer from the ordinary Republican speeches you bad been in 

~:s hn~~1of hearmg for years, except as to the earthquake, part of it, which 

"A. Yes, sir; I think they were a little worse than any I ever heard before. 
"Q. What was there specially bad about them? . 
"A. They presented such arguments as that to the negro, that the Democratic 

tariff was the cause of their situation. 
·~. Is that the worst thing, in your opinion? 
"A. Well, such as that. 
"Q. Is that the worst thing, in your opinion, that was said by the speakers? 
"A. I do not know that it was. 
"Q. It was as bad as anything, wasn't it? 
"A. Then, again, the speeches that were made by some of the negroes there 

that I spoke of a while ago. 
"Q. I am talking about speeches made by white Republicans. 
"A. They would say themselves the very meanest things that were said· 

they would generally put a negro up to it. ' 
•· Q, How do you know they put a negro up to it? 
"A. By the working of the machinery? 
"Q. Do you know of any white Republican advising any insurrection among 

the negroes? · 
"A. No, sir; I do not: of my own knowledge. 
"Q. Or advising any violent or unlawful act among the negroes? 
"A. I do not of my own knowledge. 
'' Q. There was a little of that sort of talk: among the Democrats was there not 

at the negro meetings? ' ' 
"A. I did not ~t the sense of your question. 
"Q. What did you tell them at your meetings where you made speeches to 

these negroes; didn't you tell them about the beauties of free trade and all that 
so,~t of~hin~? 

A. No, su. · 
:: Q. You ~efend.ed the Democratic tariff, did you not? 

A. No, Str; I did not. . 
"Q. What did you talk to them about? 
"A. I told the negroes that these men were lying to them and had been for 

twenty years, and I tried to prove it. . 
"Q. Did you hear Judge Kirk make any speech? 

.. "A. I heard him make several. · 
. ''Q. In w.hlch he told them that the Republican district judge, McFarland, di

:~:~~~h~t~t~~~~t-room so as to ,have the negroes on one side and the white 

"A. Yes, sir; rheard that. 
"Q. And that the negroes who came into the county judge's court--that is his 

court-were treated just like white people, and were not compelled to toepar~te? 
"A. Yes sir; Iheardthat. 
"A. And that it was so in your office? 
"A. I do not know that he said that. 
'' Q. Didn't he say that the county judge's office and your office were always 

full of negroes, and that they were just as well treated as the whites? 
''A. He said something ofthatsort. I do not know that those were 'the words 

that be used. 
"Q. But that was the idea? 
"A. The idea. ":'as that a negro w~ not pr?hibited from. entering the court

house. and rece1vmg the same attentiOn that his business demanded that a white 
man would (page 552). • 

" ~ And the idea also was that a white Republican judge discriminated 
agamst the nejp"oes and compelled them to separate from the whites while the 
Democratic county judge and district attorney did not; that was the' idea was 
it not? ' 

"A. No, sir; I will tell you precisely how it came about. Mr. Hackworth 
and .Mr . .Moore got up and charged that there was a discrimination against the 
negroes; that they were not allowed to enter the court-room or the court-house 
or take seats in the offices, or come behind the railings and that they might 
have icicles on the skirts of their women and they would not be permitted to 
warm _the!fls~lves at the stove, and so on; and he said that Dever, the sheriff, 
had. dtscr:Immated ag.ainst the negro. They were using it as an argument 
agamst hun as a candidate then; that he had required the negroes to take one 
side of the court-house and the white people the other and that they had con

.trib~ted· their taxes toward the building of the court-h~use and were entitled 
to stt where they pleased. Judge Kirk and myself, in defending Mr. Dever on 
that score, told them that Judge McFarland had drawn that line in the district 

• =r~~~d~~~~bt~1\~:r[h~=~er, who a~ waited on the county court-room, 

"Q. So that all there was in it on either side was this : That in a campaign 
talking to colored men, the Republican speakers told them that they were dis! 
criminated against by the Democratic officers? 

"A. And we told 'them they were not. 
''Q. And told them that they were discriminated against by the Republican 

o~cers? . 
A. Yes, s1r. . 

. '' Q. That '!as six of one and half a dozen of the ot-her in regard to incendia-
rism, wasn't 1t? · · -

::A .. I do not know that that would be considered incendiary. 
Q. You do not refer to that, then, as incendiary at all? 

. "A. No, sir; those speec~es were. made every night for two months, those 
~f~h~~ t1sft::!":~· t~~~~ I patd very little attention to some of them; and some 

B. F. Robertson testi1ies as follows (see page 540): 
'' Q .. At the time of the Eldridge Hall meeting there was very much excite

m~nt m Bre~ham? 
A. Yes, s1r. . 

"q. And a ve!y great prejudice against Mr. Potter, Mr. Hackworth and those 
leadrng Republicans? ' 

"A. Yes, sir; I suppose there was some. · · 
:'Q. W?uld you consider a man who got up in such a meeting as that and 

satd that I.t was repc;>rted that Mr. f\loore had made negro equality speeches and 
that certam .Republicans ha~ adVls~d the .negroes to go armed at the polls and 
to shoot wh1te men, as makmg an mcend1ary speech? 

"A. Well, if they were to get up-- . · 
"Q. Answer my question. 
"A. Well, yes; I suppose if a man would get up and make that kind of a 

speech. 
:: Q. You .would consider that an incendiary speech, under the circumstances? 

A. It m1ght have been. • 
" Q. D? you mean to ~ay that no I!Uch incendiary speech as that was mad~ at 

the Eldndge Hall meetmg? 
"A. I do. They said if thus and so was the case; if it was the case that 

Potter was advising them to go and get their shotguns and take them to the 
polls-

'' Q. 'V M it not stated that that was the case? 
"A. It might have been; I think it was stated that it was the case. 
"Q. On that ,tbeory, this proposition was made that they ought to be com· 

pelled to leave the country, wasn't it? Would you not call thatanincendiary 
speech, with all the excitement and nll the sulToundings? 

"A. Yes, sir; but it was--
" Q. But it was a Democratic incendiary speech, and that makes all the dif· 

ference in the wide, wide world ? 
"A. There is a heap of difference between that and a negro meeting. 
"Mr. EusTIS (to the witness). Don't you mean by an incendiary speech--
" Mr. SPOONER. He means what be says. Give him a chance to be original; we 

have bad more of your meaning than of his." 
Lewis R. Bryan, esq., Democrat, testifies as follows (see page 569): 

"By Mr. EVARTS: 
"Q. Who circulated those stories that Republican orators had accused the 

Democratic party for the responsibility of earthquakes and the low price of 
cotton? 

"A. Tlie candidates-
" Q. I say who circulated those stories that the Republican orators had said 

these things about the earthquakes and the low price of cotton? 
"The WITNEss. Do you want the names of the individuals? 
"1\ir. EvARTS. If you know, yqu can tell us. 
"A. I say the candidates on the People's ticket and persons who would J;ro

others· also who would attend those negro meetings. They were just talked of 
as a joke, but I do not believe that it was just a joke, a thing of that kind, and 
they could not appreciate the effect of it. · 

"Q. Who were the men who circulated these stories that the Republican 
orators in the campaign accused the Democratic party of the responsibility for 
the earthquake at Charleston and the low price of cotton? . 

"A. I do not understand. · 
"1\Ir. EvARTS. Read the question. 

· "The reporter read the question, as follows : 
"• ~· Who were the men who circulatedlthese stories:that the Republican ora. 

tors m the campaign accused the Democratic party of the responsibility for the 
earthquake at CharlestoJl and the low price of cotton?' 

"A. I think I just answered it; that I got my information, of course, from 
men who were in sympathy with the People's ticket who had gone to these 
meetings. · · · . 

"Q. Can you give the names of any persons? 
"A. 'Veil, Mr. Rodgers, the candidate for county attorney. 
:: Q. He sa!d these things? · 

A. Yes,su . 
cl~i~e~oa~ldes~id these things, that the orators of the Republican party 

te~~ . Judge Kirk, and it seems to me I h~ve heard others say it, but I ~n no~ 

"Q. I do not want you to say anybody that you can not identify, but those 
you can say? · .. · · . 

''A. I think I can safely say that they did, because I have beard them talking 
about it: they were the most active. · 

"Q. The county attorney and the county judge were the persons who circu-
la~d those s!-<>ries? . · 

A. Yes, str. 
:: Q. And t!Iey were on the People's ticket? 

A. Yes, str. 
, "Q. What e.ffect did those stories thus circulated by .Judge Kirk and the 
county attorney, Rodgers, have on the votes of your people down there? · 

"A. I can not answer that. 
"Q. Very well, if you can not, say so, and we will go on and do somf'thing 

else; I don't want to carry on a conversation with you. 
· "Mr. EusTIS. If the witnesses were correctly understood, Judge Kirk and Mr. 
Rodgers testified that they had heard those speeches made. · · · 

"1\ir. EVARTS. lam cross-examining him on his own views and not upon what 
has been said by other people. You can answer that. 

"The WITNESS. As to the effect? ·No, sir; I can not. As to-
' 1 Q. Very well, that is enough. What effect did it have on your mind in ra. 

gnrd to the election? · - ' 
"A. On my mind it had this effect: Ijust thought all that sort of talk was ab

surd and just showed the desperate efforts they were making-.-
" Q. That who were making? 
"A. The Republican candidates-the candidates on the Republican ticket-

the desperate efforts they were making to be elected when they would appeal 
in any such manner to an ignorant people who did not know any better; it had 
that effect on my mind. 

"Q. Did you not think it was a desperate effort of Judge Kirk and County 
A~~orney R?dgers to circulate such stories to affect the elections in their favor? 

A. No,str. 
"Q. You did not? 
"A; No, sir; because I thought it was true. 
"Q. It may be that you thought it was true, but you expected to get Demo· 

crats to vote for the People's ticket by tb~t te.lk, did you not? 
"A. Well, yes, sir; of course, I suppose so; certainly; yes, sir." . 
W. W. Searcy, esq., chairman of the Democratic executive committee, testi· 

fies as follows (see page 396) : · 
"Q. As to Mr. Moore, what are your objections to him? 
"A. The principal objection to Mr. Moore is the character of speeches that 

he is reputed t.o have made down there in canvassing . 
'' Q. That was in politics; public speeches? 
"A. Yes, sir; public speeches; talking t.o the negroes. I do not know any

thing about Mr. Moore personally at all. 
"Q. And therefore whatever feeling prevails there against Mr. Moore is so 

far as you know, because of his political demonstrations? ' 
"A. It was because of the character of speeches that he is reputed to have made 

there to the negroes. 
'' Q. In political campaigns? 
"A. Yes, sir; in political campaigns. 
"Q. Did you ever hear one of those speeches? 
"A. I never did. I never went to one of those meetings in my life. 
"Q. Did you ever hear anything from any speech he made? . 
"A. Yes, sir; I have heard that he advised social equality and all that sort of 

thing to the negroes down in that county. 
"Q. 'All that sort of thing?' How many sorts of things are there down 

thu~ • . 
"A. That means a good deal with our people. 
"Q. You said 'all that sort of thing?' 
"A .. Well, he advised them to act against the white people,and advised social 

equality. 
"Q. Are those what are called incendiary speeches? 
·'A. I judge so sir. I never heard one of those speeches. 
"Q. But you have heard in Democratic circles of the speeches of Republic

ans as being incendia1y speeches? 

• 
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"A, There were a gOGd many Republica.nsdown there, and I have heard them 
talk about the charact-er of these speeches they have beard these men make. 

:: Q. And c.alled them incendiary? 
A. Yes, su-. 

"Q, And you understand that incendiary speeches are speeches that advise 
eocial ~ualily and the uniting of the blacks ag-a.instaga.illStl, the. wbitea? 

"A. Yes, sir; that is what I consider them to be, 
"Q. Now, you spoke ofthis 1\fr. Moore as having urged in public debate the 

1mion of the. eolored people. against the while~ In what~ -way did ha advise 
them to unite against the whites-in any way besides vot.ing at. th& election? 

"A. Well, as I ~tated before, he advised them that the.y oughttobepermiLted 
to go into white people's-parlors, and to he permitted to dine with them, ~md to 
be permitted to marry whit& women, and all that SQ.rt of thing. That is what 
we mean by social eqnalitr down there. 

"Q. That. was ahead of my inquiry. You had two heads; one social equality, 
~nd the other the uniting of the colol'ed people against the whites.. 1\ly las& ques· 
tion hRs nothing to do with the social-equality branch, hut with this other 
~n~ . 

"'I' he WITNltSS. Do you mean whether he advised them t.o vote against the 
white people down there? 

"1\Ir. EvARTS. Yes, at the elections. 
"A. Yes. sir; he did... 
:; Q. At the. elections? 

A. Yes, Sir. 
'' Q. Was there any white man's ticket down there? 
"A. No. s.i.r; I do no~ think there was any ticket deaignated by that name 

down there.. The People's ticket WIUI gCllera.Uy supposed to be the white men's 
fiieket. 

"Q. 1\Ir. 1\loore did not get up a whit.e ~·a ticket, did he? 
"A. No. sir; l do not 'hink he did-
•• Q. All he did in 'his election was Wl urge the people t.o. vote against the Peo--

ple's ticket, was it not? -
"A. I did not bear his speeches, but that is what I unde.rstood. 
"Q. And that i!!l what you mean by uniting: ilia colored people a.p.inat fue 

w?.ite peopl~? 
A- Yes, Blr• 

'' Q.. To vote for their ticket "' aa&inat. the othel' ticket ? 
"A. Yes, sir." . 
S.A. Hackworth, Repuhlican, testifies as follows (see page 231): 

. :; Q. You J:?ade speeches there during the campaign? 
A. Yes, su-. 

"Q. You addressed white au.diences a.s well as colored audiences t 
"A. Yes, sir; we had several mixed meetings. , 
"Q. Did you make any speech during that campaign whlchwa.scaloula.tedor 

intended to create a.ny race excitement. or prejudice among the ne~;rroeS against 
the whites? 
~'A. No sir; right to, the oontta.ry. All tbespeeches I made I think were cal

culated to bring about and keP.p up a spirit of good feeling between both races. 
I was as much interested &..'1 aJllt white eitizen in the coun~y in seeing that done. 

"Q. You did not make any speech that could be fairly called $.ll lo<:endiar~ 

JJP.~b? -
A. No, su. 

" Q. Or any speech other than the ordinary B.epuhlic&.lliiPee.ches in. behalf of 
your party ? 

"A. Judge Kirk may have called it an incendiary speech, be.ca.use it was 
against hjm, We showed about the theft of the echool fund and ma.de it pretty 
plain that these stealings had occurred with his knowledge. That was about 
the ffiOilt incendiuy speech that we bad made. 

-•· Q. That is. the fil'St we ha.ve he&rd about. that. Whai iJ!. thero about~ that? 
~ Was it during Judge Kirk's administration? 

"A. Yes,si.J.:. 
"Q. Is it. possible? What. was there ot ll t 
"A. "\Ve got. a ce.rtitica.te. of the county treasureY. l do not. knowwbetbuMr. 

Hoffmann has it or not. We ha.ve the sWement.here. In.tb&timplaoo. Judge 
Kirk has charge of t.be free sehoola ~md issuee vouchers to tbe school-teachers. 
These vouchers are signed by him tmd have his seal a! office plaQed on them, 
and then the.teacher <:an go and draw his money. There wel'6 several forged 
vouchers found out. by tbe county treasure!'. Fo.rged voqcben had been drawn 
o n the county treasurer and had been paid by him, and Judge Kirk's nrune was 
signed to Lh~ vou~l'!t, and so well signed that. even the county treasurer 
himself believed it was .Judge K.il'k's genuine- ~dgna.ture. The atran~e feature 
was that these forged vouchers had the county seal on them. We showed this, 
because we. had a.certificale from the county treasurer, and I told Judge Kirk 
at. several of our meetings about it.. He compla.ined of the at.t.aek I was going 
to make on him. I told Judge Kirk that. I was going to charge him wit.b 
the responsibility for the theft of money from the school fund, and that he 
llhould defend himself the heat be eould. We ch8ol'ged that all the way through 
t.he canvuil, and it is published in Mr. Schutze's paper, and I believe that is an
other reason why Judge Kirk and his friends were determined he should not 
go out of office. [should not be surprised if there was quite a large amount of 
the school fund missing. I think then has a great. deal of fraud gone on. :But 
we only know that. there was a lot. of m®ey at.olen. by furg~ vouchel1J. 

"Q. How much altogether? 
"A. Three or four hundred dollarit; I think tb&t wa& RJ.1 that he ~uld get 

hold of. 
"By Mr. EvARTS : 

"Q. That was the t.opiQ in&iated on? • 
".A. Yes:.sir~ that. wu t.be only incendiary 8peech that wu made. Judge 

Kirk got very angry 86vera1 times. and I suppose be called ii • inaencliar)'.' 
Well, during the whole canvass they bad a certain lot of men-men who were 
cb~ with murder and were under indiq\lment. for wurder-who went around 
with them, and those men were armed. 

''By Ml>. SPOONEJI.: 

~· Q. Who do you wean t 
"A. I mean Judge Kirk:, :Mr. Rogel'lt, and the Demoerat.~. 
"Q. Were they at your meetings? . 
"A. Yes, sir; they were at all our meetings with a?med mel\, 
"Q. Attended your meetinAts, Re.puhli<!l'n Pleetings! 
"A.. Y es.liit; th.ey would come t.o our meetihp and deiP.a.nd a dlviston of the 

time. 
"Q.. Who e.lae beside J11dge Kirk did that? 
"A. Judge Kirk and Mr. Rogers were the lca&tiug meq. 
"Q. And these a..rmed men with them? 
"A. Yes, sir; these armed men were with them. 
"Q,. How many such men? 
"A. I think they generally carried abouts:i~ Ql' aeven wit.h t.he.m. 
"Q. Bow did you know the_y we.r~ Mm.tl<l? 
"A. We saw the weapons. 
•• Q. ReYolvers? 
"A. Yes, sir; and six-sbooWTS, aomc ofthem. 
"Q. Wha~ sort. of men were thQy 'l . 
.. A. Some were white and some colored men; CIQlUQ we:re li.Bcler indictment. 

for murder. Mr. John Traylor was one. He did not attend aJl the meeti11gs, 
but he attended the meetings held at Chapel Hill precinc.t. He was under in· 
dictment for murder. A colored man named Sloan was under indictment for 
murder in Washington precinct. a.n<t_they had another man under indictment 
for murder, M1'. J'ohn Ewing. These men wel'e completely in their power, nnd 
were ready and willing to do their bidding. At one of the meetings a.t Cedar 
Hill one of our men drew a pistol on them, Rnd it broke up the-meeting. There 
were a. lot of Ge?mansln the meeting. and tbey with mew f:ffim the meeting and 
w&i~ed until .Judge. Kirk went awl\y, and we calJ~d a mE'leting-, after the}' had 
gone, outside of the house, and I made my talk to them there. .A.nd at Chapel 
Hill on another oeeasion I was informed that pistols wel'e drawn on me while 
I was on the stand, and I know I wa.." cursed by their bulldozers-. 
· '' Q. You mean to 81L:Y, then, there was something- or in~hnidation among the 
D~~ocratic !eaders prior to election day? • 

A. Yes,su. 
"Q. At Republican meetings? 
uA. Yes, sir. 
''Q.. Did you divide the time with .Judge Kirk ot any of those meetings? 
"A. Yes, sir ; we had it to do, 
:; Q- Tba~ ~as eompulso:ry t 

A. Yes,str. 
.. Q. It was demanded 1 
"A. Yes.,m. 
:: Q. Did ~ou make any of what are called negTo-equallty speeehes!l 

A. No,str. 
"Q. Did you hear any speeches of that kind made? 
11A. No, sir; thel'e were none made by any of the Republicans. The nearest 

social-equality speech that I heard was made by Judge Kirk and 1\lr. Rogers, 
They denounced Judge McFarland for dividing the races in his court-room. 
Judge Kirk boasted that in hisoourt-room the whites and blacks all mixed up 
together ,and there was no ditfere.nce . made beliween the mces. He boasted 
that in all his apeeehes, or words> to that efl'ect. Tba' was the Dearfl81i to a sa. 
cial-equality speech that I heard during the call vas, and .f •tated U.t openly in 
my circular of the lOth. 

•• Q.. The statements in that ci.rculaP are true, so far 8.1!1 you: )Qlow!' 
"A. Yes, sir t eo fiuo as I know t.hey are true. 
"Q. Was there any contest for the election? 
"A. No, sir; there was no chance of it; the danger WlloS too great. 
"Q. But there was none, W11.8 there? 
"A. No, sir; there was none • 
"Q. Whynot? 
"A. Because of the banging of bhese three colored men and the Punning oft' 

of Republicans, and large numbers of colored people- left the county that we 
would have had to use as witnesses. You understand llhat when a ballot--box 
i!i destroyed the only way we can prove how the vote is voted is t.o snmmon the 
votera. There are thr-ee or four huruhed voteYs, colored, who havo been run out 
of the oounty,and some of the white Republicans, and there- was no way to 
contest it; they were afraid to contest it; it would be useless to attempt rt:• 

Jot:eph Ho.ft'mann, Republica{!, testifies 1'8 follows (!lee page 1.36} ~ 

"Q. Somethi'lg has been said about incendiary speeches being made by the 
Republican campaigners and leaders. Did you hear any incendiary spttech 
from anybody? 

''A. I have been one of the Reoublicarut who ha.ve been to every canv&!lll in 
ihe last eight. ;,ears, yon may say, and I never have heard any Republican make 
an incendiary speech or llo-Soeial..equa.lity S'peech. I have heard .l\1.1', Ha.ckworth 
and others advise them to keep their· contracts- with the white folks! but he told 
them, • when you make such contracts carry them out. but dQn't sell your vote 
with the contract.' 

"Q. Was tJte.t called an incendiary IJPeech 1 
"A. I should not thtnk so, lrlr. 
"Q. Now, they ta.lk about incendiary speeches down thel'e. Wha.t do the 

DeTnocrats mean by a.n incendiary speech made by a Republican T 
..A. Well, my idea. of what they would mean by an incendi8.r7" speech would 

be to just tell the people, I reckon, to get up and kill one another; that b wha• 
l would call incendiary. -

" Q.. But what do these Democrats mean when they sa.y that you, this, or that 
man uut.ke$ an ineef'tdi&ey spe ch; what do they mean 1' What sort of a epeeob 
~ve they made? 

.. A. Maybe it i8 because they !Ul\de: :nepublican spe.eche,!J, 
"Q. .A.Qd twu is au? 
uA.. That is all I know of. 
"Q.. And ad vised the colored voters to cast their -votes as they pleased t 
u.A.. Yes sir 
"Q.. And b.a.'ve them counted if they could? 
•! A. Thl't is my idea.. of it. I know that after we were charged with haTing 

maae incendiary speeches, while Mr. Hackworth and Mr. Moore were in Bren· 
ham, Lhat we published a card tn the Brenham Banner-! paid Mr. Rankin 13 
to insert that card-stating that it had been asserted that we had made incen· 
diary and social-equality speeches, ·and we denh•d · the cha.rate~J openly in their 
own newspaper, and it has never been contradicted by them. · 

"Q. You know Mr. Schutze well, I auppose l' 
"A. Yes, sir; I believe I know htm better than anybody. 
"Q, He was the editor of the paper at Brenham? 
•• A. Yes, sir. 
"Q. What was the name of his paper? 
" A.. The Texas Staats Zeitung. 
"Q. That was a paper which circulated in that neighborhood among the Gel'• 

mans? 
"A. Yes, sir; generally in Washington Oounty. Some few numbers at it wen• 

to .-\ustin and F~yette Counties, the neighboring counties. 
"Q. It was the only German paper, I suppose'! 
"A. No, sir; there was another German paper published t .bere. 
"Q. What was the name of that? 
"A. That was the Texas Volksbl.&tter. 
'' Q,. Was that a Democratic paper? 
''A. The editor used to claim to be a. Republican, but durin~r the last two can· 

vasses he has always taken the Democratic side, as far as I have seen, in county 
affairs. 
- .... Q. It was a German paper, published in the German tongue, and patronized 
b~,Germans,.both of these papers you have spoken ofwere'J' 

A. Yes, s1r. 
'' Q, Did Mr. Schutze make any speeches during this campaign last Novem-_ 

b~~l. Mr. Schutze nevel' made a public speech except one time, and th&~ was 
when he came to Burton, to my bouse. and 1 do not believe any of the gentle
men knew of that. I took him out to my brother-in-law's, and there was a. 
little gathering there, a. friendly gathering of a. few people, and he ma..d«? a little 
talk in Germ-an, and be and I wero the only eondidates there. It we.s lD a pri• 
vate 1.\ouse; jt was no meeting. 

u Q. A.nd his rema.rks were made in the German tongue r 
"A. Yes, sir; he spoke in German. 
'' Q. The negroes iliel'o do not undemt&nd German, do th&J't 
"A. A few of them understand it • 
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'' Q. How does that haweu 'l 
"A. They pick it up just as the .Americans do~ We hnve.Americans there. who 

talk as good German as I cnn. 
u Q. Was there an.,..t.h:mg iRCend3&5Y in thai;, speech?-
u A~ N o..,.sir; there was a.ot. I do not belie., e. ii was. ~w~ thall he ev.:er IXIJUi.e 

such a speech except to the few p.ersons present and mysel'f. 
"Q. Look at this pap.-, and see if this is theaard that yo-u: mel' to as ha.ving 

been: pubJisbed [handing a. ne-wsp&per·e~ to. til& witness], 
"A. Yes, sir; that is the card. 
" .l'tlr. Ev A.n.TS. l will read it : 

" 'To th& peopEe ri Wa.rli.ing-Rm County.: 
""'We, the undersfgned:Repnblicans, he~ deC:laret:b:M dm:ingtlieentirecan

vass just closed. we did. not make, noJ: did we hear an;y RepnhliCIIJUI. make, a.ny 
incendiary or social-equality speeches, nor have any of us, either directJyor in.
d+rectly, advised or counseled colored people to arm themselves- or oom-m.it any 
acts of vrokn£e.. These and .other charg:es at:e Jll1\de against;, ns to di:vert publie 
attention from certain political acts of our adversaries, and we :respectfulzy: but; 
earnestly ask a. suspension of public judgment until we can be tully and fairly 
beard in regard to all matters compla.ined of against us. 

"By Mr. EVARTS: 

"'C.C.BRYAN. 
"'J.L.MOORE. 
II' W?ILEHLERT
INJOE HOFFMANN. 
"'S.A.HACKWORTH. 
'"PAUL FRICKE. 
"'' 0\.B. NTTEB. 
,, I CARL SCHUTZE.' 

"Q, Is thi."' a true statement which you made and signed here? 
"-A.._ Yes,. sir; tbab i8t:Jme;. 
II Q... Who d.rew this p!q)el' ?' 
"A. I believe it was either Mr. Hackworth or l'rlr. Schntza wha di:.ew it. 
"Q. One or the other of those gentlemen? 
"A. Yes sir. 
"Q. And you all agreed to t.nat, and' had it )llnbrished'? 
u A. Yes; sir; 1! tOO"k a to \ho-printing office myself,, and: paidfottit, andhad it 

printed. · 
.. Q. How long did t.he.excitem.ent on one sfde: again a~ yau Repubticsns, and 

your fear, eontinuer· 
"A. U continued a. long time; ev~ through file mnnth: oC December, mostly 

because my liDW;&; as. I have stated before, wa.s gWlil:ded.every night. and I was 
afraid and did not commence my work oiassessing. .f generally start right oft 
after New Year's, and commence assessing in the city of Brenham fil'st; btrt I 
did not eommence, t:llM&. tai& yea!' u:atil tlie l.5tb o! January~ 

•· Q_ Why !lid! y.ou de~ so long? . 
~A. The reason I delayed was, I was afraid to-commence as!i'eSSfng :rightafter 

the excitement, after I had left home. I could hear nothing from Brenham. I 
was at Burton, only 13 or 14 miles o:ff, lmt.I could hear nothing. 

"Q. What effect did this ex.citem.en.t o.r mo'll:ement produce upon the colored 
people out there? 

"A. They were afraid, and a. great many of them have left. the CQtmty to my 
persona kn0w1edge, 

" Q. Where have they gone? 
"A. They have gone to Brazoria, to- Wharton, to Matagorda, and Fort Bend, 

aod som.e 91 them ha.ve moved inlo Burlesou and :Lee Counties, that 1i know of. 
"Q. How many Republicans have removed? 
"A. The only ones that I can say have removed, although l. know som.e of 

them. ran oft.. or that they we:re made to.lea..v
" Q. Whoo were. those? 
"A. There were five of them that I beard of. 
c;o.Q. WhO' were they.? 
"A- Ed.L·,ckett (but hewasnotmadetoleave),Mr.Schutze, rt:lr.H~ 

andJ. L. l'tfuore. Ed_ Lockett and. :!}b. G.i.ldft they left, li beiiev~ th~ second 
day after the election, before that meeting at Eldridge Hail. Tlle reason I know 
th~t is that he c11me and borrowed my six-shooter, and he left that day. He' 
said he was: a1'ra.irl' there. there was so mach excitement. They accused him 
a.nd Lockett of having armed those negroes down' there at Flewetlen's. a.nd he 
was afraid he would g_et hung..RQd he left~ Pn.1 Ed. Lockett., I believe,. staid a. 
dar, or two longer. then he-left, a-nd I have not heard from or .seen hi:znl sin:ce, 

' Q. Do you know where be went? 
"A. I d:Gno.tkno.w,sir. 
'~Q. And these other gentlemen who left, Hackworth..Mom~e., an:cl Schutze? 
".A. They staid there quite a while yet before they retl. 
""Q. Had \hey propedy?' 
"A. Yes, sir (page 604). . 
"Mr. EvARTS. I wan:t to put. into the record the card of Mr. Pottex as pub

lished in tl'!e Brenham flannel" of N ovenrber ~. 1886, 
'• The card referred to is as follows : 

"''[From the Brenham Daily Banner, Brenha;m, Ter.rFtiday morning, No-vem
ber 5, 1886.] 

"'To th~tpublic: 
"'Whoever says that I have, either directly or indirectly, advised the eo.lored 

people to arm thPmselves etc.~ lies willfully and maliciously. Myself and all 
others who are- Republka.ns have advised the colored people just to the con
trary, n.nd have assured them that the conservative element of. the-white people 
would not permit any unlawful acts or violence to be performed7 upon. them. 
The colored people, relying upon our assurances, apprehend no danger, nor 
are they armed. 

"' 0. B. POTTER.' 
11 Mr. EvARTS. It is con<:eded, I believe, that the Brenham Banner is a paper 

issued early in the morning?" 
"Mr. J onoN. Yes, sir; it ts published &~ n:i~ a.n.d is carried around early in 

the morning." -
A. G. Scott, colored, who voted the People's. ticket. testifies as follows (see p:a.ge 

71): 
"Q. Do you remember when an. indignation meeting was held at Brenham 

by the Democrat.'!? 
"A. I take ioo Brenhll.IDI Banner, s.nd J sa.win the B&nncr·thftt on the. Friday 

I believe it was, if I mistake not~after the shooting of young Dewees Bolton that 
Colonel Giddings, I think, t;alled a meeting o~ the Democrats of ~he county', and 
fn that meeting- they appomted three committees of each precmct and in my 
precinct, Chapel Hill, M. Felder was appointed, and-- ' 

"Q. What were those committees appointed for? 
".A. I do not just remember. rthink. the Banner said they were appointed 

to take under consideration the grievances ot the people or to consider peace. 
Thet·e was great disturba.nce in the couutry tber&. 

"Q. Who was the comm.it.tee for your precinct that; you were about to name? 
''A. Mr. Miles Felder, Mr. Daroe, and 1\lr. Rouse, !think, were the three from 

my precinct. 
'' Q. Who was the first man you named? 

u A. Mr. Miles Felder. H&: is. a. whit& man. the.re.. 
... Q.. A. l}eQ:IjX!~? 
"A. Yes. sU:;, I suppose so;, ,-~h.&tolcime so,. 
~· Q. Is he ~prominent. man 't 
·~.A.. Yes,. sit~ he f a leading! maD with ua down there. 
"'Ql, Did·I0'9lmv.e-any W,k with.him.IJbow t.ha.t meeting ami wha.t Ule~ hacl 

done and were to do? 
".A. "Yes; sir; Iwd. 
"Q. Wll:a.t was-it? 

c:U.~~ people waa. in. such distwrbance that. numbers. were DQ~ comiug to 

'"Q. When you sa.y 'the people .. }:ott mean. the colored peopler membe~& of 
your congregation.? . 

''A. Yes, sir~ the colored J12oplewe:re-not.coming:to.chnrch,e.ndiha.dacom
m.itteeoi Dli!mbers of my church on chnvch. ma.tt.ers;,.and on that committee was 
one man named Heiuy Creecy. and it was to meet one night and did no~ meet. 
MP.Bush)ll eame o~er the ne.:z;t. day.- and told me tiuLt Creec-y; thou.ght. all the 
Kno~ Hill eolored people·l:tad orders. to leav.e.,and for th:at reason he feared 
to. come om atnight,.and I went over the next morning t.here.to ask him a.bout it. 

"Q. Who was ~eeey? . 
"A. He wa.s stew.a.rdot'm.y.: cburc~a. colOFed me.a. Hesa.id.t.h:a.t.Mr. Huggins 

&ltd anat.herwhit.emaa had beeu ~the-evening befo..re IUHlllad order&• him. 
and &J1 the (;!Ol9red people on. that hill oL the Kno.xson fa.m.ily to lea.ve th- ·re, 
and that. wa& the occasion of the meeting they had hel.d. l told Creecy I did 
not beiTev& it_. and. t.hat.l woald go.andseeMr. Felder about.it. I sa.w in the 
Banner that. he was the leading; ID&IIl in that precinct, a.nd I went; o~er there 
aAd ssw Mr. Felder: aQd: MJ;. GJass,. the,jus.ticeof the pea.ce~and had a coo.ve.l'SIIo
tion with them about. it. 

'• Q. Wh&t did. they say about it? 
"A- After I calltd t.he name of: Creecy and tive.o1: six colored men who told 

me they understood t·hey had to moYe, Felder told me th~ it. was not so, e.ndhe 
told m& oo tell Heru-y Creecy (which. I did t.ell him in my pulpit, a.n.d. several 
others,) that tlu!J& were just as-sale there as h~ (Felder) was. and that tluly need 
not.; leave ; that they ~r& not. atl.eT l.he colol'ed peopae e~pt old ma.n K..uox
son; thathehad.a;cted with.th.elelloding white men wha had mad& incenfliary 
speeches-. 

"Q. Who did they say they were alter'!" 
''.A. They sa.id it was just for old man Knoxson. That they were not after the 

colored people, but after the leading men W.·ho hadmade:i.ucendiary speeches. 
" Q. Who c.tid they name? 
"A. They said ft was brought about oy Gilder and Ed'. Lockett; that they ad

vised the colored:r;eople-on the night Dewees Boltolll was killed to go armed; 
and old man Potter snd Steve Hackworth and that crQWd; he named some five 
~six leading speakers that m.a.de incendia.J:y speeches; be said those were the 
ones they were after. 

"Q. You haye named 1\fr. Hackworth and Knoxson? 
"A. Yes, si:D· ~ those are the names they called to me~ 
"Q. Give me as many as you can of the names of the men that. he Damed aa 

the men they were after. 
"A. He only called Mr. Ed. Lockett and. Ml'; Gilder. 
"Q. While men? 
... A. Yes, sir;- white men:. 
"Q. Republicans? 
11 A. Yes, sir;. they a&Jl: so. 
" Q. Who else? 
"A. 1\:Ir.Hackworthand O.B.Potter and JI.L.Moore. Tneyhad' spoken on 

. Sftturday befol'e &nd Slloid som~ rough WOl'dS. 
" Q. They mentiWJed.. :f.. L.. M.oore, did. thel!f? 
""A.. Yes-.. sir. 
"'Q. Did he mention Shutze among the rest.? 
"A. I do not remember whether be mentioned Schutze or not 
'' Q. What was it he: said &bout tlLt>se men.? 
'•A.. He said they made incendiary speeches~ a.n.d went on.te say tha.t the. ad· 

' minfstmtion or-these Republiea.n carpet-baggers had been very bad; that they 
had robbed the CO'Unty, sa that gpod citizens on the .Piwple's ticket_ many of 
them. were tired oit.h.em; and I told them that when I voted I votect for the 
good men; that. I h:a.d voted for Judge Kirk for county clerk, and for1\lr. Lewis. 

·• Q. What did H1ey say they were going to do about the carpet-baggers? 
".A. He did not say, only that; t.hey were the ones that seemed to have the 

spirit against. which the meeting was held. He did not tell me what they were 
going to-do. Be said those: were the ones they were after; that they were not 
after the colored people, and they would not trouble them. 
"Q~ Wse ~~Felder and 1\11:. Glass both present at that conversation? 
"A. Yes, sir. Mr. Glass was the justice of the peace. We were sitting in the 

croctor'sslwp.b.y tbepost-o:ffiee.'' 
OONCLUS[ONS. 

The committee bas extended its examination into the political tmnsaetioll8 
in Washington County over the widest range asked fo~: either by the petitioners 
or by the inculpated parties. It has embraced in its inquiries every topic bear
ing upon the state of feeling prevalent in a.ny portion of that popuJation, or 
entering into the rivalries and competitions whicll animated the political con
test out of which arose these. outrages. upon t.be freedom of election, upon the 
peace and order of society, upon the personal safely and immunities in their 
home<S· of the bl'Bive and UBtiinching defenders., against wlmtever odds, of the 
essential and universal principles of constitutional. legal. and individna.l lib
ert:v; which w:e the common right •. all over the land, of citizens o£ the United 
Staf.es. 

This extensive· survey and patfen~investi.~t~~otion the com.mittee has thought 
justified ey its conviction. that the aetnalcase presented n.ot unfairly the features 
t.ha.t illustrate the politreal disordel'S which affiict. portions. of our country where 
the population is at all nearly divided between white and colored citizens. 
These disorders do not alone disturb and th-re;.tten the good fame and security 
of the netghbol'hoods where- they occur, nor. of f>he States witbi r1 whose borders 
these disa.strous misehiefs. pass unchecked, unredressed, and wlcondt•mned. 
Tbey tend to weaken &.tJd set back the sincere desire of the country at large to 
obliterate all distinctions, as between geographical or political divisions, in the 
prevalence-of ju81 ice~ peace, good-wiU, and equality of right in discussing and 
solving all the problems wbichatl:'eet the welfare of this great people. 

\Vhile. in the opiniou of the committee, the state of feeling in these com
mnnities is not ripe to receive Just and permant>-nt impressions from investiga
tions such as have been conducted by the ~en ate, it can not but expect consid
erable benefit, in the country at large, from a.dispassienate and responsible· ex
hibitton of the true and the principal' traits of this tra.nsa.ction. The moral, so
eia.l, &Ad polhical bearings o.f"such a. condition of things, as is displayed upon 
the evidence taken by the committee, upon the community in which it exists 
address themsel-ves to the calm judgment of thoughtful and patriotic minds in 
these populations. Not less do they engage the earnest attention of the great 
body of Ute AmericaD people, which are removed from the environment in 
which these occurrences take place. 

It c:an, not be expected that these incidents. when looked at from opposite 
points of view, will make the same impression or read to the same conclusion 
in all parts of the coun~y or upon a.Jl pol.iticaJ; parties. But concurrence as to 
the facts- is: the first step a;nd a greRt step towards a conci Irati on of views and 
an appreciation of the influences which obstruct a.-concurrence of judgments. 
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BesidcR, no greater element for the formation of a sound public opinion can be 
suggested than that a wider and wider spread should be given to a knowledge 
of and an interest in the real nature of this and similar proceedings wherever 
they may occur. Brought into the light where "a. thousand intelligences may 
burn upon it," the truth will surely force these evils and dangers, anywhere in 
this country, and their consequences upon the conscience and the responsibility 
of the whole people. 

The statutes of the United States have treated with circumspection and vigor 
the difficult province of regulating Federal elections where the constitutional 
rights of voters are not acceptable to the general sense and interests of the com
munities as they understand them. These regulations, however, depend, like 
all other laws, for their efficacy upon the zeal, activity, intelligence, and per
sistency of their execution. With all these the executive department of the 
Government is wholly charged under the Constitution. The selection and 
supervision of all subordinate offices throws upon the Chief Magistratfl, the 
President, the responsibility of seeing that the whole weight of Government is 
to be thrown in the protection of the elective franchise and the punishment of 
all violators of the laws that have been passed to guard it. Beyond this every 
just, every possible authority and influence that attend upon official station 
should show themselyes in every neighborhood as a "terror to evil-doers and 
a praise to them that do well." Many miscarriages, many shortcomings in 
reaching complete success in these efforts of the executive government may be 
looked upon by the people of the country with an indulgent temper. But the 
absence of such efforts, or a languid prosecution of them, will not long be tol
erated by public opinion or left unvisited by political condemnation. 

The committee recommends the careful revision of the existing laws regulat
ing elections of members of Congress, and an examination of the proposed legis
lation pertinent to the same subjects, which have been proposed in Congress, 
with the v iew of providing for a. more complete protection of the exercise of the 
elective franchise by act of Congress, and more efficient provisions for the pun· 
ishment of offenses against it. 

They therefore propose for adoption by the Senate the following resolution: 
l?e.wlved, That the Committee on Privileges and Elections, be directed c.arefully 

to revise the existing laws regulating elections of members of Congress with a. 
view of providing for a. more complete protection of the exercise of the elective 
franchise, and for the punishment of offenses against it, and to report to the next 
legislative session of the Senate by bill or otherwise. 

. Mr. COKE obtained the floor. 
Mr. HARRIS. I ask the Senator from Texas if ]te will yield to a 

motion to proceed to the consideration of executive business? 
Mr. COKE. Yes, sir. 
Mr. SAWYER. Before doing that I ask the Senator to yield to me 

to present a conference report. 
Mr. HARRIS. I will yield forthatpnrpose, the Senator from Texas 

having yielded to me. 
THOMAS WYNNE. 

Mr. SAWYER. I submit a conference report and ask that it may 
be considered at this time. 

The -PRESIDENT p1·o tempore. The report will be read. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 
The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 

the amendments of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 3116) granting 
an increase of pension to Thomas Wynne having met, after full and free con· 
feren ce have ngreed to recommend and do 1·ecommend to their 1·espective 
Houses as follows: . 

That the Senate recede from its disagreement to theamendmentoftheHouse, 
and agree to the same with an amendment as follows: In lieu of the part pro· 
posed to be inserted in the amendment of the House, insert "of $35 a month in 
lieu of the pension he is now receiving;" and the House agree to the same, 

PHILETUS S.A WYER, 
C. K. DAVIS, 
D. T URPIE, 

Mana:~m·s on the part of the Senate. 
EDWARD LANE, 
CARLOS FRENCH, 
E. N. MORRILL, 

Managers on the part of the House.. 
The PRESIDENT p1·o tempore. If there be no objection to the pres

ent consideration of the conference report the question is on concurring 
in the same. 

The report was concurred in. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. HO.A.R. I "move that the Senate do now adjoarn. 
Mr. HARRIS. I hope the Senator from Massachusetts will allow ns 

to have a brief executive session. 
Mr. HOAR. I doubt whether there will be Senators enough in at

tendance on such a sessioQ. to transact any business of importance. 
Mr. HARRIS. I chance toknow·thefactthatthereareseveralSena

tors in committee-rooms attending to committee duties who will come 
here when their presence is necessary. 

The PHESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Massachusetts 
mo-res that the Senate do now adjourn. [Putting the question.] The 
ayes appear to have it. 

Mr. HAHRL'3. I am inclined to call for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. SHERMAN. We have not a quorum here. 
'Mr. H.!.RRIS. We have a quorum in the building that can be ob

fuined in a few moments. 
Mr. HOAR. I withdraw my motion. 
Mr. HARRIS. Then I move that the Senate proceed to the consid

eration of executive business. 
The PRESIDE NT pro tempore. The Senator from Tennessee moves 

that the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. 
Mr. EVARTS. Will the Senator from Tennessee allow me to ask 

whether my request that the report of the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections be printed in the RECORD was agreed to? 

The PRESIDENT pro tmnpore. It was so ordered. The question is 
ou the motion of the Senator from Tennessee. 

Mr. HOAR. I call for a division on the motion. 
The question being put, the ayes were 14. 
Mr. HOAR. I will withdraw the call for a division if there is no 

objection. The Senator from Tennessee undoubtedly would not make 
the motion unless he had some good reason for it. 

Mr. HARRIS. I shall not seek to transact any business unless there 
is a quorum here. 

The P RESIDENT pro tempore. The SenatOr from Tennessee moves 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senat-e proceeded to the consid
eration of executive business. After one hour and eleven minutes spent 
in executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 5 o'clock and 55 
minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Thursday, Feb
ruary 14, 1889, at 12 o'clock m. 

NOMINATIONS. 

E.1:ecutive n01ninations received by the Senate the 13th day of Februaty, 1889. 

INDIAN INSPECTOR. 
Eugene E. White, of Prescott, Ark., to be an Indian inspector, vice 

Eli D. Bannister, resigned. 
POSTMASTER. 

Sam M. Adams, to be postmaster at Troy, in the countY of Pike and 
State of Alabama, in the place of Stephen A. Pilley, whose commis
sion expired January 22, 1889. 

PROMO~ONS I~ THE ARMY. 
Lieut. Col. Edward M. Heyl, inspector-general, to be inspector-gen

eral with the rank ~f colonel, February 12, 1889, vice Breckinridge, 
appointed Inspector-General with the rank of brigadier-general. 

Maj. Henry W. Lawton, inspector-general, to be inspector-general 
with the rank of lieutenant-colonel, February 12, 1889, vice Heyl, 
promoted. 

Capt. Joseph P. Sanger, First Artillery, to be inspector-general with 
the rank of major, February 12, 1889, vice Lawton, nominated for pro
motion. 

CONFIRMATIONS. 

Exeetttive nominations confirmed by the Senate February 13, 1889. 
POSTMASTERS. 

John T. McAeney, to be postmaster at Lisbon, Ransom County, Da~ 
kota. 

Willard N. Meyer, to be postmaster at Leoti, Wichita County, Kansas. 
Isaac Conner, to be postmaster at Ponca, Dixon County, Nebraska. 
William J. Brennan, to be postmaster at Sidney, Cheyenne County, 

Nebraska. 
Charles S. Harvey, to be postmaster at Hudson, Columbia County, 

New York. 
Mrs. Cora E. Clark, to be postmaster at Whites_borpugh, Grayson 

County, Texas. 
Charles E. Aiken, to be postmaster at Brookings, Brookings County, 

D~~& . 
William E. C. Worcester, to be postmaster at Hudson, Middlesex 

County, Massachusetts. 
Tilghman W. Robbins, to be postmaster at Niles, Trumbull Connty, 

Ohio. 
John A. Turley, to be postmaster at .A:thens, McMinn County, Ten

nessee. 
Sylvester B. Munger, tobepostmasteratLampasas, LampasasConnty; 

Te:jras. . 
Ed ward B. Yancey, to be postmaster at South Boston, Halifax County, 

Virginia. 
REGISTER OF LAND OFFICE. 

Ira M. Kurtz, of Indiana, to be register of the land office at North 
Yakima, Wash. 

SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE. 
Norman J. Colman, of Missouri, to be Secretary of .Agriculture. 

PROMOTIONS IN THE .ARMY. 
First Regiment of'Cavab·y. 

First Lieut. Thomas T. Knox, to be captain. 
Second Lieut. Albert L. Miils, to be first lieutenant. 

Second Regiment of Cavalry. 
Capt. James Jackson, of the First Cavalry, to be major. 

Fi1·st Regiment of .Artille1'y. 
Lieut. Col. Loomis L. Langdon, of the Second Artillery, to be colonel. 
Capt. John Egan, of the Fourth Artillery, to be major. 

Second Regiment of .Artillery. 
Maj. Royal T. Frank, of the First .Artillery, to be lieutenant-coloi!.el. 

Fourth Regiment of .Artillery. 
First Lieut. Richard P. Strong, to be captain. 
Second Lieut. Adelbert Cronkhite, to be first lieutenant. 
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H01JSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, February 13, 1889. 

The House met at 12 o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, R~v. W. 
H. MILBUR N I D. D. 

The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and approved. 
ELI GARRETT. 

. The SPEAKER laid before the Honse the following message; which 
was referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed: 
To the House of RFpresenta.tives: 

I return withoutapproval House bill No. 9163, entitled ".Au act granting a pen
sion to Eli Garrett." 

This beneficiary enlisted in the Confederate army December!, 1862. He was 
captured by the United States forces on the 26th of November, 1863, and enlisted 
in the Union Navy January 22, 1864. 

He wa.s discharged from the Navy for disability September 8, 1864, upon the 
certificate of a naval surgeon, which states that he had valvular cardiac disease 
(disease of the heart), and that there was no evidence that it originated in the 
line of duty. 

His claim for pension was rejected in 1882 upon the g1:ound that the act which 
permits pensions to Confederate soldiers who joined the Union Army did not 
extend to such soldiers who enlisted in the Navy. 

I can ·see no reason why such a distinction should exist, and the recommenda
tion of the Commissioner of Pensions made in 1887\ that this discrimination be 
removed, should be adopted by the enactment of a aw for that purpose. 

In this case, however, I am unable to discover any evidence that the trouble 
with which this beneficiary appears to be a.ffiicted is related to his naval service 
which should overcome the plain statement of the surgeon upon whose certifi
cate he was discharged, to the effect that there was no evidence that his disabil· 
it.y originated in the line of naval duty. 

GROVER CLEVELAND. 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, FebruariJ 12, 1889. 

JULIA TRIGGS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the following . message; 
which was referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed: • 
To the House of Eepresenta.t·l'Ves: 

I retm·n without approval House bill No. 5752, entitled "An act for the relief 
of Julia '!'riggs." 

This bene.ficiary filed an application for pension in 1882, claiming that he't' son 
William Triggs died in 1875 from the effects of poison taken during his military 
service in t·he water which had been poi':K>ned by the rebels, and in food eaten 
in rebel houses which had also been poisoned. . 

He was discharged from the Army with his company,July 24,1865, after a 
service of more than four years. · · 

The cause of his death is reported to have been an abscess of the lung. 
The case was specially examined and the evidence elicited· to support the claim 

of poisonjng al>pears to have been anything but satisfactory. 
The mother herself testified that her son was absent from Chicago, wlfere she 

li"ed, and in the South from 1868 to 1869, and that he was in Indiana from 1869 
to 1874. 

The cla.im was rejected on the 12th day of February, 1887, on the ground that 
evidence could not be obtained upon special examination showing thatthesol
dier's death was due to any disability contracted in the military service. 

'Vhile I am unable to see how any other conclusion could have been reached 
upon the facts in this case, there i!l reason to believe that a favorable determi
nation upon its merits would be of no avail, since on the 17th day of .April, 1888, 
a letter was filed in the Pension Office from a citizen of Chicago, in which it is 
stated that the beneficiary named in this bill died on the 27th day of February, 
1888, and an application is therein made on behalf of her daughter for reimburse
ment of money expended for her mother in her last illness and for her burial. 

EXECUTIVE MANSION, February12, 1889. 
GROVER CL~VELAND. 

CLARA M. OWEN. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the following message: 
To the House of Repre.sentatives: 

I return without approval House bill No. 11052, entitled" .An act granting a 
pension to Clara M. Owen." -

The husband of this beneficiary wa.s pensioned for a gunshot wound in the 
left chest and lung, received in action on the 30th day of September, 1864.. 

He was drowned August 31, 18&&. It appears that he was found in a stream 
where he frequently bathed, in a depth of water variously given from 5 to 8 
feet. He had undressed and apparently gone into the water a.s usual. 

Medical opinions are produced tending to show that drowning was not the 
cause of death. 

No post-mortem examination was bad, and it seems to me it must be conceded 
that a conclu!lion that death was in any degree the result of wounds received 
in military service rests upon the most unsatisfactory conjecture. 

GROVER CLEVELAND. 
EXECUTIVE MANSioN, February 12,1889. 
Mr. MATSON. I move that the message be referred to the Com

mittee on Invalid Pensions. 
· Mr. STEELE. I desire to ask .my colleague (Mr. MATSON] how 
many bills with veto messages which have been referred to his com
mittee ha.ve been l"eported back to the House during the present ses
sion? 

Mr. MATSON. All that have been pressed. [Cries of ''Regular 
order!"] 

Mr. STEELE. I move as an amendment that the bill and message 
be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

The question was put; and the Speaker announced that the noes 
seemed to have it. 

Mr. STEELE. Division. 
The House divided; and there were-ayes78, noes 104. 
So the amendment was disagreed to. 
The message was referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 

ordered to be printed. 

XX-117 

S.ANITA.RY CONDITION OF CITY H.ALL, WASHINGTON, D. C. 

The SPEAKER also laid before tbe House a letter from the Acting 
Secretary of the Treasury, trallSmi tting, with accompanying correspond
ence, a letter fr<m;J. the Attorney-General relative to the s-a.nitary condi
tion of the city hall in Washington, D. C.; which was referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

NAVAL APPI,t.OPRIATION BILL. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the Honse the bill (H. R. 12329) 
making appropriation for the naval service for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1890, and lor other purposes, with Senate amendments ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

REPORT OF BUREAU OF ANIMAL INDUSTRY. 

The SPEAKER also announced that the Senate had returned to the 
House with amendments the concurrent resolution to print 50,000 cop
ies of the fourth annual report of the Bureau of Animal Industry; which 
was referred to the Committee on Printing. 

REPORT OF CO.AST AND GEODETIC SURVEY. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the following concurrent 
resolution from the Senate: 

lN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, February 12, 1889. 
Resolved by the Senate (the Bouse of Representatives concurring), That there be 

printed and bound in cloth 5,000 additional copies of the report of the Coast and 
Geodetic Survey for the fiscal year ending June 30, ISSB, together with the mmal 
necessary progress sketches and illustrations, 1,000 copies of which shall be for 
the use of the Senate, 2,000 copies for the use of the House of .Representatives, 
and 2,000 co pie!! for tb,e m;e of the Superintendent of .the United States Coast and 
Geodetic Survey. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That resolution has alrea.(ly been reported 
favorably by the Committee on Printing of the House, and I ask now 
that it be considered. • , 

There was no o~jection; and the concurrent resolution was agreed to. 
.M:r. RICHARDSON moved to reconsider the vote by which the con

current resolution was agreed to; and also moved that the motion to 
-reconsider be laid on the table. _ 

The latter mo,tion was agreed to. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 
To ~r. YosT,· on account of sickness. 

. .ADMISSION OF LADIES TO THE FLOOR. 

Ur. ERltiENTROUT. I offer the following resolution, and ask for 
its immediate consideration: 

Resolved, That the Doorkeeper be directed to admit to the floor of the House 
ladies having tickets issued for the reserved galleries durin~: the joint session 
for the count of the electoral vote, and also, upon request of Senators and Rep~ 
resentatives, the ladies of their families. . 

Mr. MILLS. I would suggest an amendment, that the resolution 
shall read so as not to include the seats reserved for the Senate. 

The SPEAKER. The officers of the House will see to the manner 
of seating the ladies. 

The resolution was agreed to. . 
Mr. ERMENTROUT moved to reconsider the vote by which the res

olution was agreed to; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
THOMAS WYNNE. 

Mr. MORRILL. I rise to present a privileged conference report on 
the bill (S. 3116) granting an increase of pension to Thomas Wynne. 

The Clerk read as follows: · 
The coD;J.mittee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 

amendment of the House of Representatives to the bill (9. 8116) granting an 
increase of pension to Thomas Wynne, having met after full and fue confer
ence have ag1·eed to recommend and do recommend to their respective Houses 
asfollows: · 

That the Senate recede from its disagreement to the amendment of the House, 
and agree to the same with an amendment as follows: In lieu of the part pro
posed to be inserted in the amendment of the House insert "of$3.'5 a month, in 
lieu of the pension he is now receiving; 11 and the House ~ee to the same. 

EDWARD LANE, 
CARLOS FRENCH, 
E. N. MORRILL, 

Ma11agers on the part of the House. 
PHILETUS SAWYER, 
C. K. DAVIS, 
D.TURPIE, 

Managers on th.e pari of the Senate. 
STATE:MlOi'T. 

The bill as it passed the Senate gave to the beneficiary a pension of SSO per 
month. The House amended by striking out "$'50 " and inserting "for W.l dis. 
abilities now found to exist." It has been shown to your committee that this 
soldier is in a helpless condition and not likely to live many months, and that 
the House amendment would be delaying the relief sought without lessening 
theamouut. · 

The report of the committee of conference w~ agreed to. ' 
Mr. MORRILL moved to reconsider the vote by which the report of 

the conference committee was adopted; and also moved that the mo
tion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
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SMA.LLS-ELLIO'I'T' CO.NT_ESTED-ELEC'TION CASE. I ARIZUXA, IDAHO, AND WYOMING .. 

Mr. CRISP. It was my intention ro ask the House to consider for Mr. SPRINGER (when. the Committee on the Territories was called). 
half an hour at least the pending contested-election case before the time ! 1\fr. Speaker, I desire to present a. report from the Committee on Ter
arrived when the Senate is t() meet with the Honse to count the elect- ritorie.s, but as it is not quite ready, I ask leave to file it with the Clerk 
oral vote. But suggestions have been made to me that there is so much during the day. 
confusion on the floor, and there will necessarily be f.rom now until l'tlr. COX. What report is it? ~ 
then, that perhaps that is impracticable. . I want, however, to make this Mr. SPRINGEK It is a bill to enable the people of Arizona, Idaho, 
stat ement, that there are two hours and thirty-seven minutes of debate and Wyo_ming to form constitutions and State governments, and to be 
rem.a.ining upon this ease under the agreement-one hour and twenty- admitted into the Union on an equal footing with the original States. 
five minutes on this side, and an hom and twelve minutes on the other The SPEAKER Is there objection to the request of the ~entleman 
side. Four years ago, on a like occasion, the Senate remained in the from Illinois? 
House one hour and seventeen minutes. If no greater time is taken There was no objection. 
to-day than was t aken then, the House will be in a. position by half ADVERSE REPORTS. 
past 2 o'clock to resume the consideration of this case. Tbe statement Mr... MORRILL, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
I wish to make is that we shall then ask that the case be resumed and 
that the House remain in session until it is disposed of. In that way back adversely bills of the following titles; which were sevemlJy laid 
we ean reaeh a vote by about 5 o'clock. 1 make this announcement on the table, and the accompanying reports ordered to be printed= 
now so that mem hers may know that we intend to ptn'Sue this course .A. bill {H. R. 9983) granting an increase of pension. to Moses W. 

h . d f .Adley; in regard to the pending case, in order t at it may be <llipose o to- A._ bill (H. R. 9867) for the relief of Catherine Millen; 
day; but as there is so much confusion on the floor I shall not ask to .A bill (H. R. 1099a) granting a pension to, John w. Sidwell; 
call it up until immediately after the Senate retires. .A bill (H. R. 11491) granting a pension t{) J. M. Stevens, Comnany 

A ME.l\IBER. Regular order. ~ 
The SPEAKER. The regular order is demanded. The regular or- ~Forty-ninth Pennsylvania. Volunteers; and 

de:r is the call of committees for reports. A bill (H. R. 5224} granting a p~sion to Jacob Zannuck.. 

NATURALIZATION LAWS. 

Mr. OATES, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reporte~ as a 
substitute for the bill (H. R. 11393} to amend the naturalization laws 
of the United Rtates, a bill (H. R. 12577) to amend the natnralization 
laws of the United States._ 

1\Ir. OATES. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that that bill, 
with the substitute and report, be printed and recommitted to the 
Committee on the. Judiciary,. with leave to report back at any time. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to thereqnest'ofthegen.tleman 
from Alabama? 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri. I object. 
The SPEAKER. The bill will be printed and recommitted if the 

gentleman from Alabama. so. desires. 
Mr. OATES, I do. 
The bill was recommitted, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the gentleman from Ohio 

[M:r. SENEY] and myself, I ask le:.'ltve to file ths views of the minority 
on that bill. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

CAPT. GEORGE S. ANDERSON. 

· Mr. ROCKWELL, from the Committee on Foreign .Affairs) reported 
back the joint resolution (H. Res. 235) authorizing Capt. George S. An
de:rson1 Sixth Cavalry, to accept from the President of the French Re
public a diplomaconferringthede.coration of chevalier of the National 
Order of the Le,::don of Honol'; which was referred to the Committee ot 
tbe \Vbole Hoose ·on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompany
ing report, ordered to be printed. 

1\Ir. ROCKWELL.. It is understood and ag,reed that. the minority 
sba.ll have leave to file their views at any t4ne. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, that will be so ordered. 
There was no objection. 

CHIEF ENGINEER- GEORGE W. MELVILLE. 

Mr. WISE, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported back with 
a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R.. 2659) for the rewarding 01 
Chief Engineer George W. Melville, United States Navy, for meritorious 
services; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Chlmdar, and', with the aeco:mpanying report1 ordered to 
be printed.. 

DEBT OF .ARKANSAS TO THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. JACKSON. 1\f.z. Speaker, I ask leave to file the views of the 
minority in relation to. the bill (H. R. 3288 J reported yesterday from the· 
Committee on. Publie Lands,. antho.i'Wng the. settlement of the debt. 
due to the United. States by the State of Arkansas. 

There was no. objection, and it was so ordered. 

FORT SEDGWICK MILITARY RESERVATION. 

Mr. TURNER,. of Kansas. from the Committee on Military .Affairs, 
reported back with a favorable recommendation the bill(H. R. 8634) to 
provide for the sale of the Fort Sedgwick military reservation, in the 
State of Colorado and TerritoryofWyomin& to actual settlers~ which 
was refeued to. the House Chlendar~ and, with the accompanying report,. 
6-rdered to. be- printed. • 

INDIAN .APPROl'RIA~ION BII..L. 
Mr. PEEL, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported a bill 

(H. R. 12578) making appropriations f&r the current and contin~ent 
expenses o.f the Indian .Depnrtment. and for fulfilling treaty stipula
tio.ns. with Tai"ious Indian tribes foJJ the year- ending June- 3(), 189(}, and 
for other purposes; which was read a. first and second time~ referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union,. and, with 
tbe accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

MARTHA RHODES. 

1\Ir. SPOONER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. 12428) for the relief of Martha Rhodes; 
whi-ch was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Pri
vate Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

. W .ARREN F. WOOD. 

Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back adversely the bill (H. R. 7914) to pension Warren F. Wood; which 
was laid on the table, and the accom parrying report ordered to be 
printed. 

ISAAC D. FULLER. 

Mr. GALLINGER also,. from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
ported back adversely the bill {H. R. 5154} to increase the pen ion of 
Isaac D. Fuller; which was laid on the tablet and the accompanying 
report ordered to be printed. 

JOHN DILLON. 

Ur. GALLINGER also, from the Committee. on Invalid Pensionat 
reported back adversely the bill (H. R. 1U900) gra.ntin~ a pension to 
John Dillon; which was laid on the table, and the accompanying re
port ordered to be printed. 

VALENTINE M. CURRIN. 

Mr-. GALLINGER also., from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
reported back adversefy the bill (H. R. 11859} gl'anting an increase of 
pension to Valentine M. Currin; which. was laid on. the table1 and the 
act.'Olllpanying report ordered to be. printed. 

AB.TIFICI.AL EYES FOE PENSIVNERS. 

~fr. BLISS', from the Committee on_ Pensions, reported back with 
amendment the bill (H. R. 915·2) to amend th~ act approved Au~ust 
15, 1876, allowing artificial limbs, sa as to allow artificial eyes to p ·n
sione:rs; which wa...~referred to-theCommitteeofthe Whole House on the 
state of the Union, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

JOHN CURB.ON. 

1\fr. BLISS also. i'rom the Committee on Pen&ons,.rep.o.rted back with 
amendment the bill (H. R. 11919) for the relief o:f Jobn Curron; which 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the J..'nvate Cal
endar~ and, with the accompanying repo.rt ordered to be printed. 

l\1 BB. M.A.RG ARET E. H.A.R.NIE. 

Mr. :BLISS also, from the Cammittee on Pensions, reported back 
with amendment the bill (H. R. 10785) for the relief of Mrs. Margaret 
E. Harnie; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole Hnuse 
on the Private Calendar, and. with the. accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 

MARY A.. :B.AILEYc 

1\>I:r. BLISS also, from the Committee on Pensions • .reported back favor
ably the bill (H. R. 11829} to pension Mary .A. Bailey; which was re
ferred to the Committee of the Whole Honse on the Private Calendar, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

JON ATH.AN HAYES. 

Mr. BLISS also, from the Committee on Pensions, reported back with 
amendment the bill (H. R. 6931 ) granting a pension toJona.than Hayes; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Wboie House on the Pri
vate Calendar, and, with the accompanying report. ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE lUJN'l'ER. 

M:r. BLISS a.lso, from the Committee on Pensions. reported back favor
ably the hill (H. R..12510) granting a pension to George Hunter; which 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Cal
endar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 
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AMANDA L. WISNER. 

::Mr. BLISS.also, -from :the Committee on P.-ensiona, Teported back favor
ably the bill (H. R. ll486) .granting a pension to Amanda L. Wisner; 
which was Teferred to the Committee of the Whole Honse on the Private 
Calendar, _and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

SARAH l\I1CLENACHAN. 
Mr. BLISS also, from the Committee on Pensions, reported oack 

fayorably the bill (H. R. "11526) granting a pension to Sarah McClena
chan; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole Honse on the 
Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. · 

ELIZAEETH L. SNELL. 
Mr. BLISS also, from the Committee on Pensions, reported bacK: 

favorably the bill (H. R. "12482) to increase the pension of Elizabeth 
L. Snell; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
be printed. 

WILLIAM SCH.AF.FE.R. 

Mr. BLISS also, from the Committee on Pensions, reported back 
favorably the bill (S. 3150) granting a pension to William Schaffer; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole Honse on the Private 
Calendar, and, with the·~ccompanying :report, ordered to be printed. 

..POW..ELL'S BATTALION, "!-IISSOURI MOUNTED VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr. BLISS also, from -the Committee on Pensions, reported back 
favorably the bill (S. 3513) granting pensions to Powell's Battalion, 
Mis onri Mounted Voluntee.rs1 whieh was referred -to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union, and, with the accom
panying report, ordered to be printed. 

JA11illS 'II. 1IALLIN AND OTHERS. 
Mr. KERR, from the Committee on Claims, reported back with 

amendments the bill (H. R. "11995) for tbe relief of James H. Hallin, 
Hirman Avery, and Joseph Tesson; which was referred to the -com
mittee of the 'Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the ac
companying report, ordereu to be printed. 

WASHINGTON AND SANDY SPRING RAILROAD Cm1PANY. 
Mr. ROW.ELL, from the Committee .on the District ofColnmbia, re

ported back with amendments the bill ,(S. 1631) to incorporate the 
Wasbington and Sandy Spring Narrow Gange Railroad and St.reet 
Railway -Company; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
Honse on tbe Priva.te Calendar, and, with the accompanying .report, 
ordered to be _.Printed. 

CHANGE OF REFERE"NCE. 
On motion of .Mr.. CLA.RDY, b_y unanimous consent, the Committee on 

Commerce was discharged from the further consirleration of Miscella
neous Document No. 88, in reference to aforfeitnreoft.he Pacific rail
road grants.; and the same was referred to the Committee .on Pacific 
Railroads. 

O.RDJ!:R OF :BUSINESS. 
Mr. ENLOE. Mr. Sp~-er, theCommitteeon thePost-Officeand.Post

Ronds instructed me to present to the House a report and ask unan
imous 'Consent forits present consideration. I now send it to the desk. · 

The SPEAKE:R. That can not be under this call; the Chair i.snow 
executing -the regular order, which .has been demanded. 

Mr. PEEL. I wish to submit a confer.ence report. 
Mr. CRISP. I move that the House take a recess until five minutes 

before 1 o'clock. 
The SPEAKER. "The gentlP.manfrom Arkansaspresen.ts a conference 

report which the Chair thinks will have ·precedence :o1 tbat motion. 
ST. LOUIS AND SAN FRANCISCO 'RAILWAY COMPANY. 

.Mr. PEEL s_nbmitted the following conference repoTt: 
The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 

the amendments of the Senate <to ~he bill (H . .R.6b1:2) to ·grant the right of ·w.ay 
.through the .Indian Territory to the St. Louis and San Francisco Ra.i.JwayCom
pany, a.udior oilier purposes, having met, after full and free conference have 
agreed to recommend and do re.commend to their respective Houses as-follows: 

That the House recede from its disagr-eement 'to the amenqments of the Sen
ate and agree to the same. 

.S. W . . PEEL, 
.B. W . .PERKINS, 

Managers on the _part of the House. 
R.L.DAWES, 
;r AMES K. JONES, 
FRANCIS .B. STOCKBRIDGE, 

Mana!}ers on the pa1·t of the Senate. 
.Mr. HOLMAN. I asK: that the Senate amendments be read. 
The Cle.rk _proceeded to read the amendments. 

MESSAGE FROl\1 THE SENATE. 
.Alllessagefrom the Senate, by M.r. PLAIT, oneofitsclerks, announced 

that the Senate ba.d passed .a joint resolntion (S. R. 125) authorizing the 
be_irs of Rear-Admiral_ Cha.rles W . .Baldwin, Urrited.States Navy, to.re
ceerve a snnff-box set rn diamonds from tbe Czar of .Russia; in which 
the concurrence of the House was request.ed. 

.Also, tha:t -the Senate had agreed to the report of the committee of 
conference on the disa~1:ee.ing votes of the two .Houses on the bill (H. 
.R. 11879) making appl.'o._priations ior .the diplomatic and consular .serv
ice of the nited •States fo.r the fiscal year ending June 30, li:l90

1 
and 

,for other purposes. 

. 

.Also, that too Senate bad passed the bill (H . .R. 855) for the relief of 
the heirs of Jacob Cramer. 

WITHDRAWAL OF ·cERTAIN "PUllLIC L.ttNDS, D.REGD-N. 

Mr. HERMANN, from theCommitteeon the Public Lands,reJ)orted 
back favorably the joint resolution (H. Res. 75) withdrawing from pub· 
lie sale and settlement vacant public lands along Columbia. River be· 
tween The Dalles City and Celilo, being in Dregon and Washington Ter
ritory, as a reservation £or future improvement of river navigation b.e· 
tween said points; which was reierred "to the Honse Calendar, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The SP.EAKER. The gentleman from Indiana demands the read-. 

ing of the Senate .amendments to the conference report submitted :b_y 
the gentleman from Arkansas. 

Mr. C.RISP. If this is to lead to discussion I shall raise -the qnes· 
tion ·of consideration upon it. 

Mr. PEEL. I do not think it will take any time. 
The SPEAKE}:{. "The question of consideration is raised, which will 

be regarded as pending, and the regular order of business will be sus· 
pended for the present, as tbe Chair is informed that the Senate will 
leave its Hall at five minutes before 1 o'clock. 

The Chair ·desires to call the .attention of the Honse to the fact tbat 
under the act of February 3, 1887~ in regard to the proceedings of the 
two Houses in joint convention for the counting of the electoral vote, 
it is provided that the Senators shall be seated in that part oftheHall 
on the right of tile Presiding Officer. 

COUNTING OF THE ELECTORAL VOTE. 
At two minutes before 1 o'clock p. m. the Doorkeeper announced 

the Senate of the United States. 
The Senate entered the Hall, preceded by its Sergeant-at-Arms -and 

headed by the President and Secretary of the Senate, the members and 
officers of the Honse rising to receive them. _ 

The President of the Senate [Mr. INGALLS] took his seat as Presid .. 
ing Officer{)f the joint convention of-the .two Houses, the Speaker [Mr. 
CARLISLE] occupying the chair on his left. 

The PRESID.l0.TT OF THE SENATE. This being the dayand the 
hour appointed for opening the certificates and -counting the votes of 
electors tor President and Vice-President, the Senate and House of Rep· 
resentatives have met together pursuant to the Conatitution and laws 
of the United States. If there ba no objection to the electoral vote of 
the State of .Alabama, the certificate will be read b_y the tellers, who 
will make a .lis_t ill .the votes therefrom. 

There being no ol:!jection, Mr. UANDERSON (one of the tellers) read 
at length the certificate of the vote of the State of Alabama, giving 10 
votes for Grover Cleveland, of the State of New York, ior President of 
the United States, and 10 votes for Allen G. Thurman, of the State of 
Ohio, for Vice-President of the United States. 

The P.RESIDE~T OF THE SENATE. Following the precedents 
observed upon former eecasions, unless in any case there be a demand 
that the certificate be reported in full, the tellers, having ascertained 
the certificates are in due form and properly authenticated, will omit 
the execnti ve certificate of the ascertainment of the electors 11ppointed 
and the 'Preliminar.v formal statement of the .pl'Oceeill.ngs·of the co !lege. 

1\:k. RABRIS (one of the tellers) :read -the certificatecQf he ~lectors ot 
the State of Arkansas, and annonnceu the electoral -vote of that State 
.for President and Vice-Pre ident. 

1\Ir. EDMUNDS. I ask ·by unanimons .consent the tellers, having 
examined the certificates and found them to be regular, will simply an-. 
neunce -the result and tbe number ofYotes of the State, wbatever the 
result may be, .and save the time of r.eadingthe papers. We all under
stand they have examined them and found them to be regular . 

ThePRESIDENTOF THE SENATE. Tftherebenoobjection,that 
·cour~e will be pursued. 

There was no obje.c.tion . 
The tellers then proceeded-to annonncethee1ectora1·votesofthe State~t 

of California, Colorad-O, and Connecticut. 
1\fr. COX. I desire to call the attention of ·the President to the 

language of the law of February '3, 1.887 . 
The PRESIDENT .OF THE SENATE. The gen.tl"Cman from New 

York can proceed only .by unanimous consent, debate not being in order. 
Mr. COX. I do not propose to debate, but will have the 1aw read 

from the Clerk'£ desk. 
The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE. The Chair thinks that in 

the nature of debate. 
1\Ir. COX. I will ask unanimous consent .to read onesent~neeoftbe 

law, in order, if·possible, 1;o prevent any <improper precedent from creep • 
ing into the count of the electoral vote. "Upon such reading of any 
.such certificate or paper ihe President _of the Senate shall call fo.r ob· 
ieclions, if any." That means, ·sir, if anything, objections after the 
reading. · 

The tellers -:then proceeded to announce the electoral votes ,of the 
States of Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Illinois. Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, 
Kentucky, Loui iana., Maine. Maryland, Massachusetts. Michigan, 
Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, 
New Jersey, New York, .North Carolina, and Ohio, to which there w~ 
no objection . 

·. 
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During the announcement of the electoral voteot:Indiana there were 
manifestations of applause. 

The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE. The Chair is confident his 
suggestion that manifestations of applause or disapproval are in viola
tion of the rules of the Senate and of the House of Representatives, 
and that they disturb the dignity and decorum which should character
ize the great transaction which is now proceeding in the presence of the 
representatives of the American people will be sufficient to prevent a 
repetition of the disorder which has just occurred. 

WhP.n the State of Oregon was reached, 
The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE. TheP.residentoftheSenate 

has received two certificates and twootherpaperspurportingto be certifi
cates from the State of Oregon. He is required by law to deliver_ them 
all, and delivers them to the tellers, who will, if there be no objection, 
read those certificates which are authenticated by the signatures of the 
electors certified by the governor of Oregon to have been duty appointed 
in that State, as appears by the copy of such certificate, transmitted 
to the two Houses ofCongress; and will make a list ofthevotes as they 
appear therefrom. 

Senator MANDERSON (one of the tellers). The tellers have ex
amined the different certific..~tes presented to them, and they ftnd but 
one in duplicate that is certified by the governor of the State of Oregon, 
over the great seal of that State. It seems to be in clue form, and by 
it it appears that Benjamin Harrison, of Indiana, received 3 votes for 
President of the United States, and Levi P. Morton, of New York, re
ceived 3 votes for Vice-President of the United States. 

There was no objection. 
The tellers then proceeded to announce the electoral votes of the S t.ates 

of Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Ver
mont, Virginia, West Virginia, and Wisconsin, to which there was no 
objection. 

TQ.e PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE. The certificateshavingnow 
all been opened and read, the tellers will deliver the result of the ascer
tainment and counting of the votes to the President ofthe Senate. 

Senator MANDERSON (one of the tellers). The tellers on the part 
of the Senate and House of Representatives report the following as the 
result of the ascertainment and counting of the electoral vofes for Pres
ident and Vice-President of the United States for the term beginning 
March 4, 1889. 

The following is the report : 
List of t·otes fo1' President and Vice-P1·esident of the United States for the 

consl'itutional te7-m to commence on the 4th day of March, 1889. 

For President. For ~~c:t~resi-

States. 

10 Alabama........................................................... 10 10 
7 Arkansas.......................... ............. ................... . 7 •........... 7 
8 Ca.lifo1nia. .............................. ............... 8 ......... ,.. 8 ........... . 
3 Colorado ......................................... :;.... 3 ............ 3 ........... . 
6 Uonnecticut.......................................... ............ 6 ............ 6 
3 Delaware .......................... ....... ,... .. ..... ............ 3 ............ 3 
4 Florida.................................................. ........ .... 4 ...... .••... 4 

12 Georg-ia............................................................. 12 ............ 12 
22 Illinois.................................................. 22 ... ... ...... 22 ........... . 
15 Indiana................................................. 15 .... :....... 15 ........... . 
13 Iowa...................................... ..... .......... 13 ........ _.. 13 ........... . 
9 Kansas.................................................. 9 ... .. . . .. .. . 9 ........... . 

13 Kentucky............................................. ............ 13 ............ 13 
8 Louisiana.............................................. ...... ...... 8 ......... ... 8 
6 Maine................................................... 6 ...... ...... 6 ........... . 
8 1\fa.ryland ...... ............................... ........ ...... ...... 8 ... ......... 8 

14 1\Iassacbusetts....................................... 14 ..... ...... 14 ........... . 
13 1\!ichigan..... ............... ...... .. .. ..... .. .. .. ...... 13 ... .. . ...... 13 ........... . 

~ ~l~i::i~t;c::::::::::::::::::::::::::::·.::::::::::::: ......... : ........... 9 .......... :. ........... 9 
16 Missouri................................................ ... ......... 16 ... ......... 16 
5 Nebraska............................................... 5 ............ 5 ........... . 
3 Nevada......... . ................................. ...... 3 ............ 3 .......... .. 
4 New Hampshire....... ............................ 4 ............ 4 ........... . 
9 New Jersey......... .... ............................. ............ 9 ........... . 9 

36 New York..................................... . ...... 36 ............ 36 .......... .. 
11 North Carolina................................................... 11 ............ 11 
23 Ohio.......... ............................................ 23 ..••••.••... 23 ........... . 
3 Oregon................. ................................. 3 ...... ...... 3 ..... ...... . 

SO Pennsylvania. ............... J. ...................... 30 ...... ...... 30 ....... .... . 
4 Rhode Island........................................ 4 ............ 4 ........... . 
9 South Carolina .............................. ,...... ............ 9 ............ 9 

12 Tennessee...................................... ....... ............ 12 ......... ... 12 
13 Texas.................................................... ............ 13 ............ 13 

4 Vermont............................................... 4 .••••..•• ... 4 .•••••..... 
12 Virginia ........... ;................................................ 12 ........... 12 
6 West Virginia................................................... 6 ............ 6 

11 Wisconsin........................... .................. 11 ..... ...... . 11 ........... . 

401 ~~~~--;:; 
CHARLES F. MANDERSON, 
ISHAM G. HARRIS, 

Tellers on the part of the Senate. 
DANIEL ERMENTROUT, 
CHARLES 8. BAKER, 

Telkrs on the part of the Home of Rep?·esenlativu. 

Senator MANDERSON (one of the te1lers). The total number of 
votes cast is 401, of which Benjamin Harrison, of Indiana, receives for 
President of the United States 233; Grover Cleveland, of New York, 
168; and of which Levi P. Morton, of New York, receives for Vice
President of the United States 233 votes, and Allen G. Thurman, of 
Ohio, 168. 

The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE. The state of the vote for 
~President of the United States, as delivered to the President of the 
Senate, is as follows: 

The whole number of the electors appointed to vote for I1:esident of 
the United States is 401, of which a majority is 201. 

Benjamin Harrison, of the State of Indiana, has received for Presi
dent of the United States 233 votes, and 

Grover Cleveland, of the State of New York, has received 168 votes. 
The state of the vote for Vice-President of the United States, as de

livered to the President of the Senate, is as follows: 
'fhe whole number of the electors appointed ·to vote for Vice-Presi

dent ofthe United States is 401, of which a majority is 201. 
Levi P. Morton, of the State of New York, )las received 233 votes, 

and 
Allen G. Thurman, of the State of Ohio, has received 168 votes. 
This announcement of the state of the vote by the President. of the 

Senate is, by law, a sufficient declaration that Benjamin Harrison, of 
the State of Indiana, is elected President of the United States, and that 
Levi P. Morton, of the State of New York, is elected Vice-President of 
the United States, each for the term beginning March 4:, 1889, and will 
be entered, together with a listofthe votes, on the Jonrnalsoftbe Sen-, 
ate and House of Repres.ent:ltives. 

The count of the electoral votes having been completed and the re
sult declared, the joint meeting of the two Houses is dissolveu, and 
the Senate will now return to its Chamber. 

The announcement of the vote was received with applause on the 
floor and in the galleries. 

·The Senate retired from the Hall; and (at 2 o'clock and 20 minutes 
p. m.) the Speaker resumed the chair, and the House was called to 
order. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. CRISP] raises 

the question of consideration against the conference report presented 
by the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. PEEL]. 

Mr. PEEL. Mr. Speaker, I suppose that report can be called up at 
any time as a privileged matter. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will have a right to call it up at 
any time. 

Mr. PEEL. Then I willnotinsist upon its consideration at this time. 

SOUTH CABOLINA CONTESTED ELECTION-SMALLS VS. ELLIOTT. 

Mr. CRISP. Now, Mr. Speaker, I want to state again to the House, 
so that there may be no misapprehension as to the intention of those 
having the case of Smalls vs. Elliott in charge, that there are two hours 
and thirty-seven minutes still remaining for debate; at the end of which 
time, by order of the House, the previous question is ordered. That 
will bring us to about 5 o'clock, and at that time we expect to ask a 
vote and to have the matter determined before the House adjourns. If 
I can be allowed to control the time on this side of the House I now 
yield thirty minutes to the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. HEMP
HILL]. 

Mr. HEJ.\'IPHILL. Yr. Speaker, if I can have the attention of the 
House for a few minutes, after the proceeding which has occupi(d their 
thoughts for the last hour, I desire to make some response to the cbar~es 
that have been made in the debate upon this election case against the 
people whom I in part represent upon t;hls floor. I have not seen any
thmgduring my service in Congress that seems to excite so much de
light upon the part of our Republican friends across the aisle as the 
privilege or opportunity of abusing one great section of this country, 
and one who bas listened to the discus3ion of this election case would 
conclude that the unwananted, the wanton, and often the malicious 
abuse of the Sou ~bern people is about the only "unfinished business " 
that the Republican party has left to it. 

A great deal bas been said about the re~istration law of South Caro
lina, and I want to explain to the House some of ~ts provisions in or
der that it may go before them and before the country in its true light. 
The registration law of South Carolina was passed in pursuance of a 
provision of the constitution of the State, which was adopted b,Y the 
Republican pmyand put upon the StateofSouth Carolina by Repub
lican votes, and it is in exact keeping with the constitutional provision 
which they adopted. If it is not in conformity with it, then the 
courts of South Carolina are open to every man who thinks that his 
rights are in any way infringed. It is a fact, however, that not a sin
gle man, white or black, Democrat or Republican, has ever questioned 
the constitutionality of that law. Not only is it a law passed in exact 
accordance with the con~titution of the State ·adopted by the Repub
lican~, but it is a fair and a just law. In many States of tbi..CJ Union it 
is required thnt a man shall register every time he votes. 

In South Carolina if a man registers once in his lifetime and will 
preserve his reaistration certi:ficate~so that be may be identified at the 
polls, and will

0 

not change his resiqence, his voting precinct, or his 
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county, he hM a right to vote without any additional registration M 
long M he lives. Surely no one can object to a law of that character. 
If he loses his certificate or if it becomes defaced or in any way gets 
out of his hands without his fault, then all that he ha.e to do is to go 
to the registrar, upon the first Monday of any month in the year ex
cept the months immediately preceding the election, and have a new 
certificate issued upon making affidavit that the old one has been' lost, 
mis-placed, or defaeed. In addition to that, if he is not satisfied with 
the result of · his application he has a right of appeal to the board of 
supervisors in any county in the State, and if he iS not satisfied with 
its decision he has the right of appeal to the circuit judge, and from 
there he can appeal to the supreme court of the State. 

Now, after all the testimony that has been adduced in reference to 
this case, and after all that has been said about the law of South Car
olina with reference to registration, it turns out that of the thirty-two 
thousand colored men in this district who are said to be voters and 
who are claimed by the Republicans as being devoted to the Repub
lican party, only twenty-two men-only twenty-two out of thirty-two 
thousand~attem pted to register and were not registered, and not a single 
one of them bad so good a case that he was willing to appeal to the 
board . oJ supervisors. That disposes, I think, of the whole question 
of registration. If those thirty-two thousand men are :fit to be voters 
in the State of South Carolina, or in any other State {and they are 
voters under the laws of that State and under the laws of the United 
States)-if out of the whole thirty-two thousand only twenty-two have 
~attempted to register and have had their registration refused, and if 
not one_ of those appealed from the decision of the registrar, then I say, 
Mr. Speaker, that all this gabble and talk about the unfairness of the 
registration law of South Carolina is the merest twaddle, and is in
tended for a different purpose than to reach a ju.st conclusion in regard 
w thiS cruie. · . 

. Mr. JOSEPH D. TAYLOR. Will the gentleman permit me to ask 
him a question? 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Certainly. 
Mr. JOSEPH D. TAYLOR. Is it true that those who were twenty

one years of age at the time of the passage of that registration law 
who did not then register can not register now ? 
.. Mr. HEMPHILL. There has been no such deci!!ion. It bas been 
stated upon the floor of this House that if a man comes into the State he 
can not now register. No man who had read the laws of the State 
could have made suchanassertionifhe intended to be honest. Incon
nection with this subject a good deal has been said about one Bamp:field, 
the son-in-law of the contestant in this case. The contestant praised 
him, and I have no doubt that he had a right to praise him, and I want 
to take occasion to say here that the spirit exhibited by the contestant 
in this case contrasts most favorably with the spirit manifested by other 
gentlemen who have presented arguments upon it on this floor. 

Now, what does Bampfield himselJ say? He had a number of cer
tificates issued by the registrar of Beaufort County. One of them, by 
some mishap, did not reach him. What does he do?, He writes to 
the registrar saying that "the old man will be disappointed " if he 
does not get his certificate, and then he adds, '' Thanking you for 
your uniform kindness and courtesy in these matters, and hoping that 
I may hear favorably from you, I am, very truly yours, S. J. Bamp
:field." That is the letter of the son-in-law of the contestant in this 
case. He thanked the registrar of that county for his uniform kj.nd
ness and courtesy, and yet. when this case comes upon the floor of this 
House, every registrar m the State of South Carolina is branded as a 
corruptionist and a fraud, and as a man who swindles the people out 
of their dearest rights. Now, I do not want to consume very much 
time upon this point, and will call the attention of the House to the 
election law of the State of South Carolina. • 

Mr. JOSEPH D. TAYL9R. Yonrdid not answer my question. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. Yes, sir; I did answer your queAtion. 
Mr. JOSEPH D. TAYLOR. If a man were living in the State-
Mr. HEMPHILL. If he were living in the State and were to app1y 

to the judges for a certificate he would, in all human probability, 
have a certificate issued to him. There has never been any decision 
that he can not have it, and I have no doubt in the world' that he would 
succeed if he made any effort to get it. There is no pretense here that. 
any one, undet these circumstances, has made an effoJ;t to get a regis
tration certificate and been refused. 

Mr. JOSEPH D. TAYLOR. What does the law provide in regard 
to it? 

Mr. HEMPHILL. The law provides that he shali have a certifi
cate, in my opinion. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Is that all? 
Mr. HEMPHILL. I cannot give you anything but my opinion, and 

I do not think that any man can give anything more· than an opinion 
in such a matter. The law is there upon the statute-book for the con
struction of the court, and I say that not a single man has been denied 
a registration certificate who was entitled to it and has used his legal 
remedies to obtain it. 

Mr. BURROWS. Will the gentleman allow me to read the law? 
Mr. HEMPHILL. I have not time to have the law read now. 
Mr. BURROWS. Only t.hree lines. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. I have no objection to your reading three lines. 

Mr. BURROWS. After pr,)viding for the registration referrred to, 
that of 1882, the 1anguage u1 the section continues: 

After the said nex:t general election the said books shall be reopened for the 
rer;istration of such persons a.s shall thereafter become entitled to registration. 

Those entitled to registration ''thereafter." That is the language 
of the law. 

Mr. HEMPHL lL. But that does not exclude other people. When 
you provide that one man sha.ll have a certain privilege you do not say 
that other men shall not have that privilege. It has never been so de
cided in South Carolina, and I think the opinion upon this side of the 
aisle will stand is of equal authority with the opinion on the other 
side of the aisle; and if the people of South Carolina are satisfied with 
the way the law stands, I need not trouble myself about it; neither 
need you. 

Mr. MORGAN. Has any qualified voter ever been refused registra
tion? 
• Mr. HEMPHILL. Not a single voter that I know of. 

Mr. KERR. · Does the gentleman think it is none of our business 
how the people vote in South Carolina? 

Mr. HEMPHILL. · Oh, no; I do not state that ; but I say they 
have their rights, ap.d they know what they are. If they are not sat
isfied with the administration of the registration law they can go to 
the courts; and they have not done so. That is wbat I say. 

I wish now to call attention to the election law of the State. It is 
said that the election law of South Carolina is intended to cheat the 
Republicans out of their representation. I deny it. I am not going 
to pretend that the election law there is for the purpose ofputting the 
Republicans into power; because we believe there that a white man is 
just as good ns a negro-that is what we believe. We are perfectly . 
willing that a negro shall have all his rights, but we do not believe he 
should have his rights and ours, too; and we are determined that he 
shall not, if we can keep him from it. T.hatis all there is in it. [Ap
plause on the Democratic side.] 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I say that this election law is legal and constitu
tional. In one sense it is nothing more than a qualification for electors 
upon the educational principle; and if that can be adopted in Massa
chusetts why can it not be adopted in South Carolina? . 

But it is said by the Republicans that all the county canvassers and 
man~gers of elections are appointed by the g9vernor. This is exactly the 
same thing that was done when the Republicans were in power in South 
Carolina. For eight of the longest years that any people ever suffered 
under any tyranny the Republicans were absolutely in power there; 
yet they had a law that the governor should ~appoint every commis
sioner of election~ and they appointed the managers, just as is done 
under the existing law. If the Republicans are satisfied with · that, 
and the Democrats are satisfied with it, why should gentlemen on this 
floor interfere, unless from that overweening desire to ram their hands 
into something that does not concern them? I say that the Repub
licans could have changed that law if they had wanted to do so, and 
they did not do it. 

In addition to that the Republicans bad an election law there which, 
I suppose, was entirely satisiactory to our friends on the other side. 
Under that law, after an election the mana,~;ters who had received the. 
votes simply took the box home with them and did whatever they 
pleased with it for three days after the votes were cast. There was 
no law requiring the managers to count the vote in public; there 
was no law requiring them to carry the ballots at once, with the box 
locked up, to the county canvassers. But they held the election, and 
for three days they kept the boxes at their own homes and did with 
them as they saw fit. The result was that no matter how many Dem
ocratic votes were cast, or how many Democratic voters there were to 
cast them, the Republicans every time came out on top. Now, the 
present election law in our State-the law passed by the Democrats
requires that as soon as the election is over there shall be a public 
count of the votes cast, and that every man who chooses to do so may 
see the result of the election. 

Something has been said also in regard to the shiftin~ of boxes on 
the day of the election. Now, let us see about that. It is claimed by 
the contestant that as soon as the voters arrange their ballots in a par
ticular way the managers shift the boxes. What do~ the law say on 
this subject? It provides that "each box shall be labeled in plain and 
distinct Roman letters (just as plain as they can be printed) with the 
name of the office or officers voted for; and the m:.magers, on the de
mand of the voter, shall read to him the names on the boxes'' as they 
stand there before him. In other words, if the voter can not read and 
asks the manager to read to him, it is the sworn duty of the man
ager to read him the name upon every single box of the voting pre
cinct. And at every voting precinct in South Carolina where Congress
men and electors for President and Vice-President are voted for there 
is a Republican supervisor, who can show by his affidavit or otherwise 
that that law has been violated, if there has been any violation of it. 
Yet there is no pretense on the part of any witness that any such 
jugglery as has been suggested here bas ever been carried on or that a 
single manager has refused to perform his duty in this regard. Mr. 
Speaker, I merely wanted to say that much with reference to the elec
tion laws of my State. 

There is another thing to which I would like to call attention. A. 
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great deal has been said on this floor andelsewherein the United States, 
especially in another body connected with this Congress, about the 
s.uppression of votes in the South em States. Some people have whipped 
themselves up into afreat passion about this. The gentleman from 
illinois [Mr. 1\I.AsoN· who poke the other day prematurely, and the 
gentleman from lllinois [Mr. RowELL] who spoke more recently on 
this question, have delivered some terrific philippics against the South
ern people for the suppre sion of the votes, as they say. 

They declared on the floor of the Honse of Representatives that it is 
nothing less than robbery, and that the people of South Carolinastand 
convicted before their countr.vmen of the United States of a great crime 
in depriving these people of their votes. ' 

Mr. ROWELL. If the gentleman refers to me he will find I referred 
to no voters but those in South Carolina. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I say in South Carolina;. that is what I am tak
ing care of now. 

Mr. ROWELL. I confined myself to the Seventh district of South 
Carolina. 

:Mr. HEMPHILL. Well, we will take the Seventh district of South 
Carolina, if that will satisfy my friend any better. I say the speech he 
made and the violent passion he worked himself into, knowing the 
ability which he possesses, to me are strong proof that the gentleman, 
not having a good case on the factB, was adopting the old plan of abus
ing the other side when he could do nothing better. [Laughter and 
applause.] . 

Mr. ROWELL. I wish to say I was neither in a passion nor did I 
go outside of the record, but discussed simply and purely the facts in 
the case. . 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Let us get down to the facts as to these votes. 
Take, for instance, the vote of California, which usually goes Repub
lican unless now and then a sudden streak of virtue passes through the 
State and it goes Democratic. California gave in 1884 58.8 per cent. 
of its vote, while Alabama, which goes Democratic, gave 59 per cent. of 
its vote. Connecticut gave 77.4 per cent. of its vote, while Florida 
gave 97 percent. of its vote. Maine, where the great Republican states
man comes from, the leading statesman of this country in the opinion 
of a great many men, gave 69.1 per cent. of its vote, while Tennessee 
gave 78.6 per cent. of its vote. I have here a table which shows the 
per cent. of the vote cast in six other Northern States and in six South
ern States: 

States. 

Nevada .................... ~ ............... . 
:1\lassacbusetts .......................... . 
Pennsylvania ......................... .. 
Vermont .............. - ................. . 
Dlinois ........... ~ ....................... ~ 
Rhode Island ............................ . 

Vote. 

Per ct. 
40.9 
60.3 
82.2 
62.1 
62.1 
42.6 

States. 

South Carolina ....................... . 
North Carolina ....................... . 

~!r~~~~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
~1:~~1·:.:·::::::::::::::::::::::.:::: 

Vote. 

Per ct. 
44.5 
91.1 
84.7 
85.2 
73.3 
50.3 

If yon add np the percentage of votes in these nine Northern and 
nine ""outhern States von will find in the Northern States it is 61.72 
per cent., while in the Southern States it is 73.74 per cent.; so that in 
nine States of the South we have cast 12.2 per cent. more votes than 
yon have cast in an equal number of States in the North. 

Mr. JOSEPH D. TAYLOR. Where does the gentleman get his fig
ures from as to the Southern vote? 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I got the Southern vote from the same book I 
got the Northern vote from. 

Mr. JOSEPH D. TAYLOR rose. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. It is the vote of 1884; and I will give yon some

thing more if the gentleman will only keep quiet. Down in Florida 
it takes 28,268 men to elect a member to this House, and Florida is a 
Southern State; but in Massachusetts, where they have learned and 
patriotic men, where the people are supposed to have so much liberty, 
and where the breezes which blow through the heavens are not half as 
free as the voters on election day are said to be, it takes only a vote of 
20,44.0 to elect a member of Congress. In Florida it takes 28,268, 
while in Massachusetts it takes 20,440. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Howmnchdoes ittake toelect amemberofCon
gress in South Carolina? 

!tir. HEMPillLL. I will answer. [Laughter.] I do not say we 
cast so many votes, because we have a way down there-whites and 
blacks-when we get a good Democrat in we let him stay. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. How many votes did it require to get to that 
happy state? [Laughter.] 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Do not trobbleyonrself about that little matter. 
We will take care of ourselves. The trouble with us is that yon want 
to take care of ns. We can take care of ourselves if you will only let 
us alone. 

Let us come to Rhode Island. In the first district it is--
Mr. LONG. You know it does not trouble MassachusettB men. 
Mr. HEUPHILL. I understand that Massachusetts and South Car

olina have many points in common. You know how to get along. 
You let well enough alone. Take the great State of Rhode Island, a 

great State in many respects, with not a very great area in size and not 
very big on the map. Our friend Mr. SPOONER, a mild-mannered, 
good, conscientious gentleman, comes here from a district that takes 
6,636 votes to decide who shall represent it, while in the second dis· 
trict, where our friend Mr. ARNOLD comes from, it takes 15,630 votes 
to determine who shall represent it. Now, gentlemen, according to 
your logic, and I will not depend upon my own statement as to what 
your logic is, for I have it here from Mr. KENNEDY, a gentleman on 
your side, who delivered a speech on the tariff question-according to 
your own logic, there is something wrong about that, for he says, in 
speaking about the general suppression of votes in Alabama: 

ALABAMA. 
Now go to Alabama. 

Votes. 
First district, Jones, Democrat, no opposition ............................................. 4, 236 
Second district., Herbert. Democrat, no opposition ....................................... 5, 659 
Third district, Oa.tes, Democrat, no opposition ............................. ; .............. 4, 662 
Fifth district, Cobb, Democrat, no opposition ............................................... 6, 333 

DEMOCRATS CONTROL BECAUSE OF THESE FRAUDS. 

Co1lld there by any possibility be a more systematic and determined suppres
sion of the votes of any part of the Union? And yet it is by these very votes, 
wWc.h havo been literally blot{.ed out, that these gentlemen are enabled to stand 
here to-day in control of this Chamber and threaten the destruction of that sys
tem of protection which bas builded up and diveTSified the indtll!ltries of this 
country and enriched it beyond any other nation upon the civilized globe 

While tl;le votes of these Southern States are being suppressed, and one man, 
by virtue of his living sout,hof Mason and Dixon'e line, lS enabled by the b~llot 
to wield as much political power a.s eight or ten men in other portions of the 
Union, it may be well for us to inquire how long this condition of affa irs shall 
continue? 

In the great State of New York, upon 'whose chariot wheels the Democratio 
party is clinging with the departing strength of despair, the election of 1886 
showed in the-

Votes. 
First district, Mr. Belmont, Democrat ....................................................... 32,594 
Twelfth district, Mr. C~ckra.n, Democrat ................................................... 26,782 
Ninth district, Mr. Cox, Democrat .............................................................. 22,078 

ONE DEMOOR.AT SOUTH EQUALS TEN DEMOCRATS NORTH. 

I commend these figures to my Democratic friends for their careful consider
ation. Not only is the Republican party completely destroyed in these States, 
but one Democrat in Georgia., Mississippi, Ala.bama, and Louisiana is as power
ful as ten Democratc in the North. One Democratic ballot in Georgia is equal 
to ten Democratic ballots cast in Indiana, Dlinots, New York, and Ohio, and 
greater than fifty in Oregon or Dakota. _ 

In short, it requires about 30,000 votes in Ohio, New York, Pennsylvania, In
diana, and Connecticut to elect one man to Congress, while 27,433 elect ten Rep
resentatives in Georgia. 

Could anything be more preposterous? Is it possible to present a more out
rageous example of the trampling under foot of the 1·i~hts and liberties of tile 
people? Can any just o~ plausible excuse be given for such a wholesale de
struction of the ballot-boxes of the land r 

Mr. Speaker, when I hear such statements as these I can not help 
sympathizing with my Republican friend, Mr. SPOONER, and these 
gentlemen from Massachusetts, who, remembering the small vote they 
have received to give them seats upon this floor, must have felt these 
arguments cutting into' their souls like the cold steel of the knife in 
the heart of a man dying by the assassin's hand. They must have re
alized this in a double sense, coming from their own side and knowing 
that according to the logic of the argument presented they were here 
occupying seats, pretending to represent their constituencies, by the 
suppression of votes and by willfully and fraudulently depriving the peo
ple of Massachusetts and Rhode Island of their dearest rights. 

Under this wicked system of the suppression of votes in Northern 
States 40 per cent. of the voters of Massachusetts were wrongfully de
prived of their suffrage, and one Republican protectionist in a district 
in Rhode Island is equal to four tariff-reform Democrats in Florida.. 

In the language of the Republican orator, Mr. KENNEDY, of Ohio
Could anything be more preposterous? Is it possible to present a' more out

rageous example of the trampling under foot of the rights and liberties of the 
people? Can any just or plausible excuse be given for such a wholesale destruc
tion 9J the ballot-boxes of the land? 

If because the people of the State of South Carolina failed to cast 
their ballots you are going to argue that there haB been a suppression 
of the votes there, I ask you to apply your own argument and your 
own logic to the States of Massachusetts and Rhode Island and other 
States which I could name, and when you do that you will begin to 
put yourselves in a position to be heard by the country and to com-j 
mand some degree of respect for that advice given to the South that 
seems to be the chief delight of many Republican statesmen of these 
latter days. 

The same state of things as to the suppression of the Democratic vote, 
exists in Virginia, as shown by the following table: 

1884. 1887. 

Counties. Black. White. 

----'----- --------------------
748 

~~ 
916 

No ne. 
No ne. 

20 
No ne. "I 

Amelia ....................... 7,340 8,037 1,048 ~ Greenville ................... 5,650 2, 757 1,088 
Nottoway .................. 8,144 3,012 1,277 4.53 
Sussex.. ........ .. ...... -.~ .. 6, 701 3,361 1,442 750 

Mr. GALLINGER . . What is the date of that election? 
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Mr. HEMPHILL. I will put the dates in with the tables that I 

will publish. 
Let me call your attention to this: In the State of Virginia there are 

four counties, Amelia, Greenville, Nottoway, and Sussex, in which 
there were 2,334 Democratic voters in 1884. In 1887 there was not a 
single Democratic vote in three of these counties and only 20 in the 
other. Now, what has become of those votes? Why, according to the 
Republican logic, there has been a most outrageous suppression of the 
free b~Jlot of a free people. In other words, the Democrats in Virgiilla 
did n0t have the power to cast their ballots for the men of their choice, 
if yom reasoning is to hold good. 

Now let us compare the votes of some other Northern and Southern 
States-the fourteen Southern States of South Carolina, Georgia, Ala
bama, Arkansas, Kentucky, Tennessee, Delaware, Mary1and, Missouri, 
Texm~, Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina, and Florida, with the 
fourteen Northern StatesofNevada, Rhodelsland, California, Massa
chusetts, Vermont, Maine, Colorado, Connecticut, New Hampshire, 
illinois, Pennsylvania, Oregon, Minnesota, and Ohio-and we reach 
the following: 
Total per cent. of vote cast in f~urtecn Southern States, by States ........... 1, on. 5 
Average per cent~ of vote cast m fourteen Southern States.......... ........... 75.8 
Total per cent. of vote cast in fourteen Northern States, by States ......... 9:1L 1 
Avemge per cent. of vote cast in fourteen Northern States....................... 71.4 
Total balance in favor of Southern States ...... .................... ...... .......... ...... 70.4 
Average balance in favor of Southern States............................................ 4. 4 

The six New England States cast, outof1,144,919 voting population, 
746,844 votes, or 65} per cent·. of voting population. 

ThethreeJI.Iiddle States of New York, New .Jersey, and Pennsylvania 
cast, out of a voting population of2,803,670, 2,332,177 votes, or 82~ per 
cent. of voting population. 

The four border States of Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, and West 
Virginia cast, out of 744,070 voting population, 633,270 votes, or 85 per 
cent. of voting population. -

The four Southern States of North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia 
and Florida cast 563,467 votes out of a voting popuJation of 883 676

1 

or 63! per cent. of voting population. ' ' 
The four Southern States of Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee, and 

Kentucky cast 808,891 votes out of a voting population of 1,204 942 
or 67 per cent. of voting population. ' ' 

The four Southwestern States of Missouri, A.t·kansa.s, Louisiana, and 
Texas cast 998,093 votes out of a voting population of 1,321,347, or 75! 
per cent. of voting population. 

But, sir, another thing upon the Rubject of the colored man. If 
he is so dear to your heart-and I want to say that I am not here to 
protest any undue affection for him, for I am not going to hurt your 
teelings by attempting to take your place and stand in with him-but 
upon the subject of the colored man let me make a suggestion which is 
pertinent to this question: Why do not some of you elect a colored man 
to Congress and make a living example of his fitness to frame laws for 
the people of this country? [Applause on the Democratic side.] 

Now, there are a number of Republican States of this Union that 
have quite a large negro vote, notably I might mention New York, 
New .Jersey, Pennsylvania, and you know as well as I do that there 
~onld not be a very strong probability of those States going Repub
lican except for the large number of colored voters in them. Yet 
in those States which have from 3,000 up to 23,000 colored voters, 
have you ever sent one of them to Congress? The colored people have 
been free in the United States since 1863 or 1865, at least. They have 
been full-fledged citizens ever since 1868, and yet out of all the North
ern States having a large number of these votes in them, having quite 
a large proportion of colored population, and in some States they hav
ing the power to keep the Republican party in or turn it out I ask if 
you know of a single instance of the election from any North~rn tate 
of a colored man to Congress, or of any man who had a tinge of colored 
blood in his veins? , 

Mr. HOPKINS, of Illinois. Will the gentleman from South Caro
lina give me a single Congressional district in any of the Northern 
States whir.h he has mentioned where the colored vote is 20 per cent. 
of the vote of the district? 

1\Ir. HEMPHILL. That is exactly it, and I wanted the gentleman 
to state that. Whenever the colored man in a district has not enough 
votes to J?Ut. his own color in he never gets in. [Applause on the 
DemocratlC side.] If you want a colored man in office and if he is as 
good as the white, as you say, why do not the white' men unite and 
vote for him to give him a place? 

Mr. HOPKINS, of Illinois. Can the gentleman cri ve a single instance 
in any Northern State where the colored man ha~ aspired to come to 
Congress? 

Mr. HEMPHILL. No, sir; I have never known of a colored man 
in a district jn the Northern States who has had the assurance to pre
sume to suppose that they would give him the office even if he did 
aspire to it--not one. 

Mr. HOPKINS, of Illinois. Do you know as a matter of £-'lct that 
the white men take care of the interests of the colored men in the 
North? · 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Oh, yes. I know they do. Just as we do in 
the South. 

A MEMBJl:R. And do yon not know that they elect them to o:ffioo? 
Mr. CHEADLE. Will the gentleman yield to a question? 
Ur. ROWELL. Colored men have been elected to the State Legis-

1ature in illinois. 
1\:lr. HEMP HILL. The gentleman from illinois says that there 

have been colored men elected -to the State Legislature in Illinois, and 
another gentleman &'lys also in Ohio. 

Mr. CHEADLE. Will the gentleman permit a question? 
Mr. HE UPHILL. No, I can not now; one at a time and I will an

swer. 
Mr. HOPKINS, of illinois. You say the people of the North have 

never voted for a colored man for any office. I want to show you-
Mr. HEMPHILL. I do not say "that they have not. 
Mr. HOPKINS, of Illinois. Colored men have been elected to the 

State Legislature. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. Why, we elect them in South Carolina. It is so 

common a thing to do so thatwedo notthinkofmentioning that. We 
elect them as Republicans and elect them as Democrats, and the first 
time! was ever in the State Legislature my two colleagues from the same 
county were colored men. 

I do net say, Mr. Speaker, that colored men throughout -the North 
have not occasionally crept into the Legislature; but of the fact that they 
do go to the Legislatn-re of South Carolina I know of my own knowl
edge, and I know that this has always been true since 1868. There has 
not been a meeting of the General Assembly of the State of South Caro
lina in twenty years that has not contained colored men, both Demo
crats and Republicans. That can be easily verified by any gentleman 
who thinks that the colot:ed man down there is not getting hiS full share 
of representation. 

Mr. Speaker, if a stranger had happened in this Hall and heard the 
speeches made by my friends from Ohio and Illinois the other day he 
would have supposed that their affection for the colored man was so 
great that they could not sleep at nights unless they had their arms 
wrapped around his neck and his head in their bosoms. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The time of the gentleman has expired. 
Mr. JOSEPH D. TAYLOR. I think it ought to be extended on ac

con,nt of the interruptions. 
Ur. TIMOTHY .J. CAUPBELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask to be recog

nized in order that I may give the time accorded to me to the gentle
man from South Carolina. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. I ask unanimous consent that the gentleman from 
South Carolina may be allowed to conclude his remarks, as he has been 
interrupted so much. 

Mr. CRISP. I yield ten minutes more to the gentleman from South 
Carolina. 

Mr. TIMOTHY .J. CAMPBELL. Mr. Speaker, I had asked unani
mous consent that he be allowed ten minutes on account of interrup
tions. 

The SPEAKER protempo1·e. The gentleman from Georgiahasyielded 
the gentleman from South Carolina ten minutes more. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I was stating when my time expired that to have 
listened to those speeches a stranger would have drawn a peculiar 
picture. Now, I have taken occasion to learn to some extent how col
ored people are treated in the North, and though I have not time to 
go through the 'Yhole_ thing, _! have a statement relating to the way 
they are treated m Chwago, ill., the State from which my friends Mr. 
RoWELL and M:r. MASON come. Here is an interview with colored 
men in a paper printed at Chicago, the Herald, of December 12. 1887 of 
two or three columns, and in it it is declared that t,he colored. ~en 
have not as many rights in many ways in the city of Chicago and the 
State of Illinois as they have amongst the people of Atlanta and other 
Southern cities. 

Mr. GUENTHER. That is a very poor source of information. 
Mr. ADAMS. Does he specify? 
1\I_r. HEMPHILL. Yes; he specifies. 
Mr. ADAMS. It is all untrue. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. Well, we will see whether it is or not. 
1\fr. GALLINGER. The Herald is a Democratic paper. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. That is all right, and therefore it is truthful. 

Mr. Bar_nett, a colored _lawyer, of Chicago, says that a colored boy can 
not get mto a trade umon, and can not learn to be a brick-mason, car
penter, or any other trade where any skill is required to make a living. 

?!Ir. ADAMS. All American boys, white or black, find the same 
difficulty in ]earning trades. -

Mr. HEMPHILL. Then Chicago is worse than I thought it was. 
It is bad enough to treat a poor darkey that way but when you treat 
everybody that way it is worse than I thought. ' 

1\fr. ADAMS. But the difficulty is not confined to Chicago. It is 
so in all large American cities. American boys do not have a fair • 
chance to become apprentices and learn trades. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. r.rhe Herald says editorially: 
!he H~rald once more lays before its readers an exhibit of the quiet brutality 

w1th whwh the colored man is treated in Chicago. Probably his life here is as 
happy ns elsewhere in Northern cities. The canting 'politician who weeps over 
the wrongs of Eliza. Pinkston raises his hands in horror whenever he hears 
that a w~te Sout~er~er will not accord social equality to the negroes. This 
same.phl!a.nthrOJHSt, 1f he keep a store or restaurant, wiU not hire colored sales
men 1n hid store or serve colored patrons in his restaurant. The restrictions 
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that surround a respectable colored man and his wife are well-nigh incredible 
To realize or conceive those limitations a. white man must put himself in clos~ 
companionship with the victim of the proscription. Theaters restaurants bar
ber shops, and even churches are prn_ctically closed o.t all pla:ces north of' Van 
Boren street. No trade or trade umon is open. Money therefore is earned 
toilsomely, and it does not bring the advanta~es of a whit~ man's ~sh. Diffi
cult of acquirement, the medium of trat!ic is not a medium after it is obtained 
Th';' other day a. whit';' bulldog killed a cat, as many a dog has done. Tb~ 
soruety to pr~ve.nt white bulldogs_ from ~Ulinc cats now has the responsible 
w1ong-doers m tts grasp and promises to Improve public morals before it shall 
let go the case. B!lt the. society for the prevention of needless cruelty to colored 
men and '!'omen m Chicago would be more to the end of justice. For every 
~og that kills~ cat there are a hundred white men who enforce heartless exac
tiOns or ostracisms on worthy negroes. It is the belief of careful observers that 
fe~~~k man's feelin~s are hurt oftener in Chicago than in Atlanta or New Or-

Now, here is another case up at ~farion, Ill. 
Mr. GALLINGER. That is in Mr. TOWNSHEND's district. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. That is all right; and it shows that sometimes 

the Democrats are as bad as the Republicans in their treatment of the 
negro. _I hav_e just rca~ to you an interview showing how they were 
treated m Chicago. I will reud to you what was done with them up at 
Marion, ill. Here was a man who had a tobacco factory and he car
ried a number of colored men up there to work in· that 'factory- and 
what do you suppose the white people did? ' 
. His conduct greatly enrag~d the white workmen and they sent no

bee .to the colored m~n warmng them to leave town within ten days or 
receiVe summary puniShment, and they threatened that if these colored 
men were not put out of that factory they wonld not only burn the 
factory but would burn the homes which the colored men were living 
in. That they did in Chicago--

Mr. ADAMS and others. Not in Chicago.· 
Mr. HEMPHILL. Not in Chicago, but in illinois. Our friends on 

the other side seem to he a little disturbed on this subject.- Now I 
want to .read what a Southern Republican says about all these preten~es 
of affection for the colored man on the part of the Northern politicians 
and stump orators. There is a prominent Republican down in Georgia 
by the name ?~ ~overnor Bullock, and. he says that "the harangues of 
Northern pohticians about the oppressiOn of the negro in the South are 
rot," pure and unadulterated rot. He says, further, that the manip
ulation of the politics of the South is another thing and not pure and 
unadulterated patriotism. ' 

I ta.ke now another Northern Republican State, Rhode Island~how 
do you think they show their affection for the dar key there? If a col
ored. mru;t in ~bode Island insures .his life and happens unfortunately 
to d1e,_h1S heirs ~n get but two-thuds of J:?s insurance money, while 
the heirs of a white man get the whole of 1t. That is an actual fact 
or was until a few months ago when the Le~slature took action on it: 
[Laughter on the Republican side.] 

Mr. GUENTHER. Read the law. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. Here it is in black and white, and it shows thdt 

the Legislature of the State of Rhode Island became suddenly so much 
aroused upon the subject of th~ rights of the darkey that they actually 
went to work and passed a law to prevent the insurance companies 
from swindling him out of one-third of the money that would be due 
to his family in case of his death. [Laughter and applause on the 
Democratic side.] 

Take the State of Kansas, "bleeding Kan...<:aS." You know there 
was a bill introduced into the Legislature of Georgia called the Glenn 
bill, which was intended to prevent the colored people and the white 
people from sending their children to the same school. The bill was 
the subject of a good deal of unfavorable comment in the North, and 
in a certain town in Kansas, Fort Scott, I believe, the ne~roes did not 
have any better sense than to suppose that their vociferous friends 
meant what they said, so they undertook to send their children to the 
white schools, but in every single instance they were turned out. 
There was one poor little girl who did not have enough colored blood 
in her to show what race she belonged tp, and the teacher received her 
and taught her for one day, but the moment it was discovered that-she 
was tinged with.African blood they turned her out, and she had to go 
and seek an education in some other wav. 

The account continues: -
The matter bas been carried into the courts, which appear bound to decide in 

favor of mixed schools; but it is evident that the great body of the whites will 
not accept this policy, the opposition being so strong that the local Republican 
organ protests earnestly against any attempt to enforce it. 

Mr. FUNSTON. I deny your assertion. [Cries of ''Regular order!" 
on the Democratic side.] 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Well, yon may deny it, but that does not hurt it. 
Mr. FUNSTON. Mr. Speaker--
:Mr. HE IPHILL. I will not yield to the gentleman now. 
Mr. FUNSTON. Well, I say you make a false charge. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. It is not worth w bile to get excited and let your 

passions run away with you. 
Several MEMBERS on the Republican side. What do you read from? 
:Mr. HEUPHILL. I read from the New York Nation. [Jeers and 

~roans on the Republican side.] 
Mr. STONE, ofMissouri. ThatthinghappenedatFortScott, within 

20 miles of where I live, and in the district of the gentleman from 
Kansas [Mr. FUNSTON]. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Here is a gentleman [Mr. STONE of Missouri] 
who says he knows that this did occur at Fort Scott. ' 

Mr. FUNSTON. Where is the .gentleman from, please tell , me? 
Mr. STONE, of Missouri I live within 20 miles of Fort Scott. 
Mr. FUNSTON. I represent Fort Scott. 
Mr. HEMPHILL (to Mr. FUNSTON). Now keep quiet. [Laughter]. 
Mr. FUNSTON. I say the colored people established their schools. 

[Jeers on the Democratic side.] 
:rt;rr. HEMPHILL. Take another State, the State of Ohio from 

which one of the most distinguished Republicans in the country 'comes 
.Hon. JoHN SHERMAN. The colored peopleyouknowhavebeen free at 
the South for the last twenty-five or thirty years though they may 
not have heard of it up in Ohio. In that State they used te have upon 
thei: statute-books what .they called the "black laws." Very recently 
the 1dea came to the Legislature of Ohio that they ought to repeal these 
and one of these black laws was designed to keep the colored childre~ 
out of the white schools. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. A law passed by a. Democratic Legis
laton•. [Laughter on the Republican side.] 

Mr. HEMPHILL. That may be; I do not know· but anyhow the 
Republicans have been in power there often enough and long en~ugh 
to have repealed that law! if they wished to do so. In that State an 
attempt was made to put the colored children- into the white schools· 
a.nd wha.~ do you suppose was done about it? Why, there was a pu~ 
he meetrng held of some 400 people in the town of Oxford in the 
county of Butler, a county in which there are 41,400-- ' 

Mr. WIL~A¥S (interrupting). A ~emocratic county which gives 
over 2,400 maJonty. [Laughter, and cnes of" Sit down!" "Regular 
order!"] 

_Mr. H~MPHILL. Well, that is all right; that just proves what I 
said awhile ago, that so far as the North is concerned the Democrats 
and the Republicans feel the same way with reference to the negro. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Butler County is called the South Carolina of 
Ohio. [Laughter.] 

Mr. HEMPHILL. That is a compliment for my State which I did 
not expect from Ohio. 

But let us see what our friends are talking about. 
The SP~.A.KER pro tempore (Ur. McCREARY). Jhe Chair will call 

the attention of the gentleman from South Carolina to the fact that 
his time has expired. 

_Mr. HEMPHILL .. Well, I think it would be very unfair for our 
fnends on the other side, after they have taken my time to cut me off 
now. There are some things which I would like to tell them. I do 
not propose to occupy more than a few moments. 

Mr. CHEADLE. I ask unanimous consent that the gentleman's 
time be extended for ten minutes. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. And that the same amount of time 
be allowed on this side. 

A ME~ffiER. Your side has already had an e:.ctension. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. When the contestant spoke yesterday you gave 

him fifteen minutes additional. " 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to extending the 

time of the gentleman from South Corolina [Mr. HE!lPHILL] for ten 
minutes? The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Now, Mr. Speaker, I have a very few words 
more to say. Though I have a great deal of material here, I will not 
go into it all. I ask that in my remaining time I may not be inter
rupted. 

Now, in this town in the county of Butler, in the State of Ohio there 
were 41,435 white people and J,HO colored. A meeting was held there 
to discuss this question, aud this paper s.1.ys that-

To the shame of some of these men it must be stated that they were Repub
licans, blinded by a fanaticism that can not but result in harm to this beautiful 
little town. 

So it was not altogether the Democrats who took part in this move
ment. Well, they went to work and held a. public meeting, and they 
instructed the board of education to separate the colored men's chil
dren from the white men's children. The proceedings continue: 
. In compliance .with the above request the superinte~dent be, and is hereby, 
mstructed to ass1gn the colored people to the north bmldinc to-morrow. 

That was the instruction which they gave when the first public meet
ing was held. Later there was another public meeting, to return 
thanks that. they had gotten rid of the " darkies." In calling the 
meeting to order the chairman-

Asked the boys to be as quiet as possible-

The ''boys '' being spoken of, you understand, in a political sense. 
He-

Asked the boys to be as quiet as possible; that while they had cause to feel 
jubilant they could at the proper time give vent to their feelings. 

All that he asked was that they should keep quiet while the meet
ing was going on. 

One of the leaders in that meeting said that he would go security 
for the board of education, or the school board, that they should not 
suffer any pecuniary harm for having turned these colored children out 
in violation of the law. And what did he say when he w~ called 
upon to speak? 



l889. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE. 1865 
The colored people have the rig~t of suffrage; more than this they can not 

eJrpect. As for their social qualificat.ions there are few of us here ready for 
that question. 

.Another speaker expressed himself as-
Hig1lly satisfied to know that the children had been driven from the school!. 

Another speaker said-
So soon as the celer~d man begins to push himself forward and <liota.te to his 

superiors in point of intellect and morality, then he awakens that great and 
powerful feeling of prejudice which has always existed in the heart of the white 
man ac-ainst the negro. 

That is the sentiment of the great State of Ohio as expressed by her 
leading citizens in a public meeting held for the purpose of returning 
thanks that the negro had been forcibly driven out of the public schools 
iJl -violation of the law of the State. (.Applause on the Democratic 
~~] . 

Mr. GALLINGER. Does the gentleman know that the State of 
Ohio elected a negro as a member of their electoral college at the last 
election? 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Now, Mr. Speaker, occasionally when there is 
an election in some of these States the negro does slip into an office 
that has no salary connected with it; there is no doubt about that. 
[Laughter and applause on the Democratic side.] But a negro can 
not live on glory any more than a white man can. 

Mr~ GALLINGER. If the gentleman thinks that an answer, I am 
satisfied. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Ido; andlwill tell thegentlema.nanotherthing. 
I was up in the State of New York during the last campai~n doing what 
I could for the cause of virtue and honesty. In a town which I visited 
there was quite a number of colored peol\le; and out of thirty-four or 
thirty-five vice-presidents who were · nominated for a large political 
meeting they gave one of those colored men the position of vice-presi
dent one night. That, I was told, was the single, solitary recognition 
that the colored people of that section of the country had received from 
any political party, and that came from the Democrats. Now, I know 
that our Republican friends do occasionally name a colored man for an 
office of this kind, and have his name read out from the desk as being 
one of the Presidential electors, and all that kind of thing. But there 
is no money in that, and what the colored men complain of in .the 
North, as shown by these letters towhich I have referred, is thatthey 
are not given a fair chance to earn an honest living. I might multiply 
these instances to almost any extent from the material now before me, 
all tending to show how the negro is treated in the public schools, 
churches, theaters, hotels, restaurants, and other public places through
DDt many Northern States, but I will not consume the time of the 
Honse. The caaes I have cited fitly illustrate the general feeling on 
this subject as shown by actual occnrrences among the people. 

Let me only add the closing sentences of an editorial on this subject 
taken from the Detroit Journal of November 22, 1888, as follows: 

When, by intelligen.ce and refinement and a.chievement in the various call
ings and occupat.ions of life, the colored ra.ce has wiped out the memory ofit.s 
der;radation in slavery, it will walk on the 11ame plane of equality with the 
whtte man; but, it is to be feared, not before. In t.he mea.n time the North, 
with unconscious and cynical hypocrisy will continue to scorn the Southern 
people for their contemptuous treatment of the negro, and so far as they find it 
necessary to "keep the negro in his place" will also continue imitating them. 
No preaching of the gospel. no learned d .squisition on the equality of all men 
before God and the Constitution, no aa.tire or ridicule of the inconsistency will 
abolish theee prejudices. 

And the following extract from a letter written by a Northern 
preacher, now residing at the South, and recently published in tht' 
Chri.8tian Union, formerly edited by Henry Ward Beecher: 

Since coming to live in the South I am persuaded ofwhat !before suspected
that the social condition of the negro in the South is infinitely higher and far 
more expressive of a Christian humanity than in the North. Here be has sep
arate railroad cars, churches, and schools, and this is in accord with his uni
versal preference, so far as I have been able to discover. In these he feels a 
proprietorship and independence. No one dares to insult or molest him. He 
prefers to associate with his own people. In the North the respect for the col
ored man is mainly one of sentiment, and flourishes best when he is out of 
sight. He is admitted to the conveyances and schools and churches of the 
whites, but be is in a thousand ways made to feel that he is tolerated and not 
welcomed. There is nothing plainer to me than that in the matterofrace prej
udice the balance as to quality is largely in favor of the South. There is among 
the Southern people a warm, intelligent interest in the future of the ne~ro that 
ha.s no existence among the sentimentalists of the North. In fact, the North 
knows RS little about the actual condition of the ne&To in the Sout.h as it does or 
the real heart of the Southern people. I am well satisfied that partisan papers 
and stump orators of the North have, for political capital, willfully and mali
ciously traduced the South. 

Our friends have spoken a great deal about a free ballot and a fair 
count. I know no people more interested in having a free ballot and a 
fair count and some solntion of this negro question than we of the 
South. These people are right there in our midst. They are there and 
will remain there. ''Sink or swim, live or die, survive or perish,' 1 we 
must go together. 

But I say, Mr. Speaker, it does not lie in the mouths of the people who 
treat this race in the way our friends here have treated them to attempt 
to give us advice, and particularly on the question of hqnesty at the 
elections, until they have gone and done some missionary work 
amongst their own people living in their own communities. 

.All this talk about the rights and wrong3 of the negro, and this 
effort to place him into advanced positions, can bear no good results. 

When the speakers do not believe what they say, and many I fear do 
not, it is simply hypocritical, and when they do believe their own state
ments, it amounts only to an ill-advised effort to ferce from the negro 
what the Almighty has never put into him, and that is the ability to 
rule the Anglo-Saxon race. We of the South are not only willing but 
anxious to give him justice. We believe that it is wisest, that it is the 
only fair way to treat him, and that it is the only mode of treatment 
in which we can maintain our own self-respect and command the 
respect of the good people of the ~ther portions of th:UJ country. We 
will gladly tak.e him by the hand and lift him up, and do the best we 
can for him; but we are not willing that he should take us by the hand, 
pull us down, and do the worst he can for us. 

One of the best ways of judging of the treatment of the colored race, 
or any other, is to consider the efforts made for its elevation in the way 
of public schools and other institutions that tend to the advancement 
of a people. It~ generally believed that the colored people in South 
Carolina do not pay exceeding one-tenth of the total taxes, and. yet last 
year the number of colored pupils attending school in Sout1t Carolina 
was 103,334, and the number of whites was 90,100. During the same 
period there was over fifteen hundred colored teachere employed in the 
public schools of the State. In a public address delivered by Rev. Dr. A. 
D. Mays, a Northern gentleman who has devoted himself largely to the 
educational interests in the South for a number of years. he m~de the 
following remarkable statement: 

I undertake to say that no people in human history hM made an etfort so re
markable, all circumstances considered, as the people of ~he South during the 
past fifteen years, in what they have already done for the schoolin~ of their 
children. In many of their cities their schools will compare favorably with 
thoee of other parts of the country. Their reviving college, and academies are 
mainly in the hands of able and devoted teachers. Th•ir schools for girls are 
improving, and there is a great deal of interest in the higher education of wo
men. Their teachers a.s a body, are doing more ceod work for less pay than 
any class of their profession in our country, and not unfrequently are making 
sa.crifices which amount to absolute heroism in their devotton to their work. 
I have just come from the State of South. Carolina., where I have aeen the larg• 
est audience-rooms in a score of her principal tQwn• and cities crowded with 
their best people to listen to addresses on public education. And, ~enerally, 
there is no topic of public speech or private converB&tion that no,.,. aeema more 
generally interesting- and even electric, throurch great portion• of tho.e States, 
than this. Last year the Southern States paid no less than $17.000,000 for the 
education of their children and youth of both races; probably ftve •r six mill
ions for the schooling Qf people who were held as property twent,y-five years 
ago. And when one has seen the actual condition of the Southern people, as I 
have witneseed it, he ca. • understand that $17,000,000 down there represent 
countless millions in our wealthy, prosperous, and powerful North. 

A great deal has been said about suppression of votes in South Caro
lina; about fraud being perpetrated by election officer-s; about 25,000 
voters in one district being deprived of their right to vote, and yet the 
fact stands out uncontradicted that not a single one of these 25,000 men 
appealed from the decision of the registrar or managers of election, 
and not one of the men who are alleged to have perpetrated this enor
mous wrong has been arrested or brought to trial in the United States 
conrt where J"udge Bond presides, and he is one of the strongest Re-
publicans in the United States. . 

These same charges have been brought up ~ainst us in the past. 
The Government sent down lawyers from Pennsylvania and Ohio and 
from Georgia to convict men of crimes with which they are charged, 
and in one instance the jury was assembled and by solemn resolution, 
before the case was put on trial, these jurors swore among themselves 
they would c~mvict these defendants of the crime with which they were 
charged; and yet notwithstanding that, notwithstanding the ability of 
the lawyers, notwithstanding the judge was a Republican, when the 
case was presented there were no facts which could be found to sustain 
a conviction, and notwithstandini what the jury had sworn to do they 
were unable to render a verdict of guilty. 

It will be the same thing again, gentlemen. These officers have not 
been guilty of the crime they are charged with. If they are, there 
are the courts of the United States and of the State, which are open 
to the 25,000 people who are said to have been deprived or-their rights 
and privileges. I say it is a poor showing for the colored people to say 
25,000 of them have been deprived of their rights and privileges as 
American citizens, and yet they have not taken one sin~le step to bring' 
the perpetrators of that wrong against them to justice. [Applause on 
the Democratic side.] 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman's time has e:x:pired. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. Mr. Speaker, my effort has been to show that the 

registration and election laws of South Carolina are not snares, but that 
they are reasonable and just; that our election officers are not crimi
nals, as has been charged, and that if there be any race prejudice 
the same thing exists in Northern States, and that as citizens 'of the 
several States we ought in justice and fairness to judge each other in 
charity and not in harshness. 

The SPEAKER p1·o tempore. The gentleman's time has expired. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. The only thing further I wish to ask of the House 

is that I may have the privilege of inserting some figures which I have 
in relation to this question. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 
Mr. LODGE. I will yield half my time to the gentleman from Wis

consin [Mr. LA FoLLETTE]. 
Mr. COOPER. Before the gentleman from Wisconsin proceeds I would 

like permission to make a statement. I will say that I did not consume 
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the entire hour to which I was entitled on yesterday, but concluded PREVENTING REGISTRATION. 

my remarks having exhausted all of the hour but five minutes, which Registration offices were opened in localities where it would most 
time, however, I did not reserve. I supposed this side would have the inconvenience the largest possible number of colored voters to appear 
benefit of the time and that it was not necessary to reserve it, but I for registration. They were forced to travel long distances in order to 
should be glad to have an understanding now, so that I may have the present themselves to the proper officer; then compelled to retum day 
benefit of the remaining minutes. after day awaiting his pleasm·e; to stand from morning till night before 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Ohio did not use this indifferent, leisurely scoundrel, while he furnished the proper cer-
all of his time. There were five minutes of it yet remaining. tificate to the Democrat, the white man, promptly and without delay. 

Mr. CRISP. But I do not unde.rstand, Mr. Speaker, that that time In proof of this listen to this evidence from the record: 
belongs to the gentleman. The addition of that time would entirely Henry Singleton (colored) was one of a large number of witnesses who 
change the arrangement heretofore made. We have agreed upon a testify that they offered their votes for Robert Smalls, but were rojected 
time for the vote. This is a new proposition. beca~sethey bad beencheatedoutofregistration. He applied at the first 

Ur. COOPER. I am not making any proposition in reference to it registration in 1882, for two entire days at one place, where his persistent 
at all. I am only stating that I consumed but fifty-five minutes of the supplication was not rewarded with even a response from the official. 
time, and if I am entitled to the remainder I should like to b£' per- He followed the 1>fficer to another place of registration and there impor
mitted to dispose of it as I please. I did not reserve the time for the tuned him for three days, informing him that he had to walk 8 miles 
reason that I have stated. back and forth. He was refused. 

Mr. CRISP. I hope the gentleman will not insist upon changing Ben Mcilwain (colored), another, spent two days in an effort to get 
the agreement heretofore entered into. his certificate. He says: 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will announce that when I tried as hard as I could. I called his attention for along time; he was do-
the debate began this morning the contestant had one hour and twelve ing nothing but tapping with his pencil. He did not give any reason for not 
minutes, and the contestee one hour and twenty-five minutes, of the registering me. 
time remaining for debate. The Chair understands the gentleman from On cross-examination he says: 
Wjsconsin [Mr. LA FoLLETTE] bas the floor now for the time yielded He regist-ered four or five white people to one colored man. 
to him by the gentleman from Massachusetts [1\lr. LODGE]. Solomon Laws (colored),anotber, applied for registration for two days 

Mr. LA FOLLETTE. Mr. Sveaker, looking at the map of the Con- atone place and one day at another. He stood for hoursandcalledouthis 
gressional districts of South Carolina, one's eye can not fail to be arrested name, but the officer would noh pay any attention to him. He was 
by the peculiar outlines of the Seventh, with its strange curves and curi- within 4 or 5 feet of the officer. 
ous angles. The straggliog and vagrant boundary seems to have been Frank Seymour (colored), another, spent two days and a half at one 
wandering in search of every point of the compass, but an examination of place and one day at a second. He got within 2 feet of the officer. He 
the political character of that part of the St.ate, furnishes a ready ex:- remained from 9 o'clock a. m. till 4 p. m. Many received certificates 
planation for its extraordinary shape. Turning to the census report one who were not so near. He failed altogether. · 
quickly discovers that every effort bas been made to gather into this par- Moses Brittan (colored), another, sought registration in 1882. He 
ticular district that section of the State which is settled almost exclu- stood for two days each at Gordon's Mill and Sumter Court-House near 
sively by colored voters. The limits of the district have little refer- enough to touch the officer with outstretched band from opening till 
ence to the county or township subdivisions. It comprises only three closing of the office. He was ignored, and is therefore disfranchished 
entire counties, but includes portio DB of six other counties, and even di- under this law. 
vi des townships. It is known in South Carolina politics as the •' Black E. D. Peterson (colored), another, applied at the first general registra
district" of the State. The registered vote of the district indic..'ltes a tion for nine succeeding days. He sought the office of the register; ap
colored majority of 25,000. The entire vote is 40,588, and the entire proached so near that functionary aa to reach the table at which be 
colored vote, prior to registration, was 32,893. worked. He say~: "I asked him to please register me; be always said, 

The district has been since apportionment a conceded Republicnn 'All right; directly.' He was registering people all the time, but regis
district. It was formed to incorporate as far as possible the almost solid tered them that came up after me." 
Republican precinctB of the State; but greed for office and a fixed de- Richard Thompson ( colored),anotber witness, secured his certificate in 
termination to suppress the colored vote led the Democratic managers 1882, but lo t it and applied seasonably to the proper officer in 1886. 
~that Congressional district to perpetrate the crimes which bring this That worthy varied the performancewitha little lying, and explained to 
cas~ before the House. the applicant that it would be quite unnecessary for him to have a new 

This was rendered comparatively easy by the passage or the South certificate; he was so well1..~own that he could vote anyway. When 
Carolina election law, a law which outrages every principle of bon- he offered his ballot it was promptly rejected because he had no cer
esty and ri~ht, tramples under foot the Constitution of the United tificate of registration. 
States, and stifles the voice ofthelegal Republican voters of that district. These and many other witnesses swear that they made every possible 
The law provided that all voters should register at the general registra- effort to secure registration and were persistently and unlawfully re
tion in the months of May and June, 1882. It provides only for subse- fused by a Democratic official; that they afterward offered their votes 
quentregistration by such voters as thereafter attain their majority; and for General Smalls and were r~jected by Democratic managers of elec
for the reissue ofregistration certificates only to voters whose registration tion because they were not registered. · 
certificates have been lost or destroy ad. Its provisions were designed to This is a fair illustration of the manner in w bich colored Republicans 
allowallelectionofficersnndmanagerstobeofonepoliticalparty. Itex:- have been disfranchised in South Carolina by the thousands. Go a 
eludes from the voting-places all persons excepting the managers _and step farther into this case and take a better view of the system. 
clerks of election and the voter. It provides ei~ht different ballot- With all the barrie.rs, obstacles, and hindrances to registration there 
boxes, to be located as near each other as the managers determine, and was still a great majority t.o be disposed of in this Congressional dis
their relative positions changed as often as they please. It therefore trict. 'l'be party friends of the gentleman now occupying General 
leaves the control of all the steps preliminary to ballot, of all the ar- Smalls's seat on this floor planned to dec;poil that majority of their 
rangements for election and the election itself, as well a.s the count of district upon election day. This was to be accompllshed in various 
the ballots, and the return, entirely and, exclusively in the hands ot ways, each, if possible, more dishonest than the others. The purpose 
the dominant political party. While it provides that the count shall of the inventors of this election scheme now became strikingly mani
be publicly made, it is held to be a compliance with the law if the pub- fest. 
lie is exc1uded and kept at such a distance as to be beyond hearing and PREVEl>.""TING REGIS'l'ERED voTERS FROM VOTING. 

only in sight of the performance. The provision respecting residence and registration offered, as it was 
Such in brief is the election law which inspired and stimulated the plainly designed to, unlimited scope for artifice and jugglery on the 

contestee to make the successful attempt of wiping out an enormous part of the Democratic managers of the electjons. In no instance did 
opposing majority and securing the certificate of election to a seat on they ne~lect their opportunities. If a colored voter bad moved into a 
this floor. It is a matter susceptible of easy demonstration, if gentle- different house upon the same farm in the same voting precinct it was 
men will indulge me with their attention, that this is one of the most held to b~ a change of reside~ce and his vote rejected. If, without 
outrageous wrongs ever perpetrated upon the sanctity of our elections moving his family from the bouse, he bad gone out to work by the 
or sought to be foisted upon the credulity of this House. It was ac- day or month temporarily it was decided a change of residence. If the 
complish~u by three different methods: first, by preventing registra- na1pe of the farm or plantation on which he resided when registered 
tion; second, preventing registered voters from voting; third, reversing could be made the subject of variation his vote was promptly excluded, 
the I'E'sult of the ballot in the count and return. though it was conceded that his residence had not moved a foot since 

William Elliott, the Democratic candidate, was given the certificate his registration. · 
of election. His majority according to the returns is 5R2. As a sample of this sort of work I cite a few of the hundreds of wit-

I cannot trespass on your time to quote extendedly from the eight nes es who swore in tb_is case that they duly presented their registra
hundred pages of testimony in this case. Indeed, it is hardly neces- tion certificates at t.he polls, and offered their votes for Robert Smalls, 
sary. The case is strongly proven when fairly stated. The enactment but were rejected for the reasons stated. 
of the law itself was plainly for the purpose of disfranchising the col- ~ The certificate of Edward Harrison (colored) was regular, and stated 
ored vote.rs of the State. The officers evidently understood what was his residence as "Bloom Hill, Manchester township." Bloom Hill is 
expected of them from the fi.rst. · the name of the plantation owned by one Owens. Edward Harrison 

· ' 
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~ad lived there for twenty years. Thirteen years ago he bought the 
ttle piece of Bloom Hill which he then occupied, and where he has 

continuously resided since. · He was rejected because his Iesidence was 
lnot Bloom Hill, and had only been formerly a. part of Bloom Hill. 

Wade Hampton's name did not save him. He is a colored man. 
Jie was dnly registered in 1882 as residing at "Lawrence Dow Place, 
in Manchester t{)wnship or parish." His vote was rejected by Bob 
Owens, a manager. The witness says: 

He objected because I had moved out of the house !;was in. I voted at the 
Cleveland and Blaine election on the same certificate. I have not moved since 
1882 from the place of residence marked on that certificate. 

Richard Singleton (colored) was registered at the general registration 
in 1882, and the following certificate issued to him, which he still has 
in his possession: 
[Registration certificate No. 4167, Sumter County, Sumter township or parish; 

election precinct, Sumter No.1.] 
The bearer, Ricru;,rd Singleton, is a qualified voter in the above precinct, and 

resides at estate of Jno. Moore's land in Sumter township or parish, and is 
twentr-four years of age and is entitled to vote at said precinct. 

RegtStered on 21st day of June, A. D.1882. 
P. P. GAILLARD, 

fJupM'Visor of Registration. 

He attended Sumter precinct and offered his vote for General 
Smalls. It was refused by John Schwien and Keels, the Democratic 
managers of the election, for the following reasons, as given by the 
witness: · 

They said the certificate was not right. They asked me what place I was 
living at, to which I replied on Singleton Moore's place, which had been the 
place of John Moore, who is dead. When I obtainedmycertificateJohn Moore 
was dead, but Singleton Moore had charge of the place. It is generally known 
as John Moore's place. I voted at the election befora this on the sa.me certifi
cate. I was then livlng at the same place. The managers did not state that 
the reason for rejecting my vote was because I h:ul changed my residence. I 
stated to them that Sin~leton Moore and John Moore's place is the same. All 
they (the managers) tlated after looking at the paper (was) that "It is not right; 
pass out." 

In further demonstration of the noble, high-minded, and delicate 
sense of'' Southern honor'' displayed in maki.ng the law a. ''hocus-pocus 
science that smiles in the face'' of the colored Republican w bile it steals 
his vote, mark still another case: 

Gabriel Wri11ht (colored) sworn, says: 
"I am fifty-six years of age; live in the township of Sumter, and am a farmer. 

I attended Sumter precinct to vote for General Smalls. The manager asked me 
for my certificate, and I had to go home and get it. After coming back Scleverin 
(manager) objected to me." 

The following is a. copy of the registration certificate: 
[Registration certificate No. 5025, Sumter township or parish; election pre

cinct No. 1.] 
The bearer, Gabriel Wright, is a qualified voter in the above precinct, andre

sides at his own land, and is fifty-one years of a.ge, and is entitled to vote at said 
precinct. -

Registered on the 30th day of June, 1882. 

Continuing, witness said: 

P. P. GAll-LARD, 
Super1Ji&cn- of Registration. 

At the time I r~istered I was livingat Sumter on my own land. When I of
fered to vote I was living at the same place. About two years ago Mr. Barnett 
bought the place, but I did not move from it till last Christmas (tong after the 
election). . 

This witness had not changed his residence, and the managers well 
understood that he had not, but rejected his vot-e because he had S(\ld, 
though he had not moved from, his land. 

But, sir, the proof is ample that "the same managers guilty of these 
abuses permitted Democrats to vote without let or hindrance, without 
even requiring the production of certificates or halting them with a 
single question. , 

T. J. Turney (colored), swom, says: 
I reside in Sumter; am a farmer; attended Sumter precinct at the last gen

eral election ; remained there from opening to closing of polls. I kept a. poll
list of those that voted and those that were rejected. The list of the voters I 
kept is not very correct because they admitted the voters into a house that I was 
not permitted t-o go in, but the list of rejected voters is correct, owing to the fact 
that every rejected voter gave me his name upon being rejected. One hundred 
and eighty-four were rejected. They belonged to the Republican party. I saw 
persons voting who did not present their certificates. They were Democrats. 

J. R. Smith (colored), the supervisor ofLynchburgh precinct, was a 
sore annoyance to the Democratic election managers. Sworn as a. wit
ness, he says: 

I live in Lynchburgh precinct; attended at tbelast election (1886) from 6 a.. m. 
until 6 p. m., as a supervisor. Of my own knowledge I know of about 100 who 
bad no certificates, and of 94 who had certificates that were not allowed to vote. 
A majority of the rejected voters belong to the Republica-n party. I kept a. 
poll-list. At the commencement they had the registration books before them; 
in tile course of time a. manager got up, had a conversation with another one, 
the registration books were removed from the table to the counter; when a 
white man presented himself to vote they would not refer to the books; only 
done so when a colored man came, and would ask the colored man a. good many 
questions, and if they missed their residence would not allow them to vote. 
I am sa.tisned that. all the ones that vo'lied before they moved the rpgistra.
tion books were le~al, but those that came in afterwards I could not tell. The 
books were removed and I could not tell whether they had a right to vote or 
not, and I asked them to let me look two or three times, but they would not let 
me look. 

Comment is unnecessary. 
The record in this case proves beyond denial the rejection of 278 d nly 

registered and legally qualified voters in the Seventh distrlcit of South 

Carolina. at the Congressional election of 1886 who appeared and offered 
their votes for Robert Smalls, the contestant. He has not taken the 
testimony of the thousands of Republican voters throughout that dis
trict, barred of their rights in the same shameless, lawless manner. He 
has furnished enough and more than enough to expose fully the plan of 
campaign in that section and give him his seat on this floor. 

An easier method and one apparently very generally practiced in 
certain solid Republican precincts is that employed at Biggio's Chllrch 
precinct, Richland County. None hut Democratic election managers 
were appointed. They had no interest in the vote of a. Republican 
precinct where there was a Republican candidate whose defeat had 
been ordered. At Biggin's Church, on a. political division, the Repub
licans cast about 350 votes, the Democrats 10 or lL Consequently, 
when election morning came the gentlemen appointed to conduct the 
State election opened the State poll, but the managers for the Congres
sional ballot-box did not appear at alL 

The testimony of some of the witnesses with reference to this matter
~ interesting and important. 

E. H. Reid (colored), sworn, says: • 
"I reside at Monck's Corner, Berkeley Countyi occupation, school-teacher. 

On the last general election day [1886 J I was atBigpn 's Church precinct; arrived 
there at 8 o'clock a.m., and remained there until about half past 2. During the 
time I was present there was no Congressional poll open. I did not vote for 
Con~ressman, though I was entitled to. There were from 345 to 350 voters pres
ent, all RepublicaPs except 10 or 11." 

Thomas H. Wallace lcolored}, sworn, says: 
"I reside at !flonck's Corner; occupation, st-orekeeper. On 2d of November 

[1886] I was ntBiggin's Church polling precinct at 5 a.m. and ;remained there all 
day, and till the close of the polls for the State and county offices. Congressional 
poll d id not open. There were no managers there; no votes were cast for mem
ber of Coni'ress. There were 35V voters present. About 839 would have voted 
for RoberL Smalls, and the others would have >oted for Elliott. I have this 
means of knowing how the individual voters would have voted at that election; 
I am Republican precinct chairman of Biggin's Church precinct, and I have 
been tor eleven years, and must have an idea how many votes would be cast for 
the Democratic and Republican candidate!! for Congress; every election I have 
been at that precinct with the Republican tickets, and no Democraticcandldates 
have ever received more than 11 votes. No change in political sentiment has 
taken place at all; the Democrats have gained no strength since 1876at that pre
cinct. In 1884 the colored men voted the Republican ticket, the whites the Demo
cratic ticket. On the last election day the Republican voters present did not ail 
vote in the State and county boxes on-account of the eight boxes and cha.ngtng 
of the boxes by the managers from time to time during the electi-on, a.nd as they 
could not read they thought there was no use to vote. I saw them change the 
bo~es just after I voted." 

This same plan was carried out at many other precincts. Some
times itpartiaJlyfailed, or wholly miscarried, through inadvertence on 
the part of one or two of the Democratic managers of elections or through 
the carelessness of the commissioners in accidentally appointing an 
honest man as one of the managers. But the canvassin~ board can be 
relied on in all such cases to take care of nny little oversight of that 
kind. 

REVERSING THE VOTES AS CAST ON THE COUNT A!."D RETURN. 

_At Gadsden precinct, in Richland County, Democratic managers for 
the Congressional poll would not serve. After waiting about three 
hours, the Federal supervisor swore in three managers, who held the 
election. · 

Their proceeding and the result of the election is shown by the 
testimony of Preston Richardson (colored), one of the acting managers. 
He says: 

I reside at Gro>e Wood, Gadsden precinct; am a. farmer; arrived at Gadsden 
precinct last election day at 5 o'clock in the morning, and remained till the polls 
closed, and at night the votes were counted. The CongressiollAI polls did not 
open till10 o'clock, because the managers appointed by commissioners were 
not present. Two of them were there during the day; Mr. John H. Adams. a.t 
6.30 o'clock; 1\lr. Scott came there in the afternoon and voted at county and 
State election boxes, in the other end of the same building in a. different room. 
)fr. Adams said he was there on time to open the polls as one of the regularly 
appointed managers of election, but the others did not appear and no polls 
would be opened. An election was held by myself, William Reynolds, and Sci~ 
Shiver. Opened at 10 o'clock. The box: was set at the window, and each vote1e 
h~ came up and presented his registration certificate was first sworn and voted. 
At the close of the poll we proceeded to count the ballot. The ballots and bos: 
were in the custody of the managers, and then we sent them to Samuel Green, 
Republican Congressional district chairman. The box was llAiled up and a. 
strip of paper putover the holeandsealed. Four hundred and fifty-one ballots 
were found in the box when counted. They were counted for Robert Smalls. 
No ballots WE!i."e cast for anv other candidate. 

This box, intact, with the seal unbroken, was presented :to the officer 
of this Honse as evidence when the testimony in this case was taken. 

One of the other acting managers, S. J. Shiver (colored), sworn, says: 
I live at Gadsden precinct. On last general election I was at Gadsden polling 

precinct from 5 a. m. till close of polis and votes were counted. Polls opened 
about 10 a. m. A. P. Richardson, myself, and Reynolds a.cted as managers, ap
pointed by Republican supervisor. Polls were not opened at 7 o'clock because 
the regular managers were not there. Mr. John Adams was there, but did not 
act; he said he would act, but the rest were not there, and he would not act 
himself. At close of polls ballots were counted and placed in box. We counted, 
I think, 452 votes for Robert Smalls. All persons who presented their registra
tion tickets, and the tickets were signed for the place where they lived, and 
they had not moved, were allowed to vote. In 1881 the total vote was some
thing over 500. 

There is not a syllable of testimony anywhere in the record suggest
ing that any illegal votes were received by the acting managers, nor 
that any legal votes were rejected. nor that a. single voter was deprived 
of his privilege to vote at the Congressional poll because it wa."' not 
opened untillO instead of at 7 o'clock, nor that an honest count and 
true return were not made of the vote as cast. 
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The canvassing board rejected the 4.51 votes cast for Smalls at this 
precinct. · 

At Sandy Islandprecinct, Georgetown County, only oneofthemana
gers served. He chanced to be a. Republican. The two Democrats re
fused to aet. The election was orderly; only legal votes were received. 
The count was honest and the return regular. 

J. J. McCottrie, supervisor for this precinct, sworn, savs: 
Qualified and serv~d as superviaer of election at Sandy Island precinct. 

Opened polls at 1 a.m. Charles Lance served as manager; theotherma.n~ers 
were not there. Gabrel Lance served n.s clerk. Before epening the polls the 
manAcer opened the box and allowed public view of in&tde of it. He admin
istered the oath and required each voter to show his rec-istration certitl.cate be
fore he a.llowed him to vote. He had the re~istration book of that precinct. 
The polls remained epen till 6 in the evenin~. I kept the poll-list; 33 votes 
were cast; Robert Smalls received 33; William Elliott none. I witne83ed the 
counting of the vote. I saw the manager sign a statement of the retnrns. He 
put it in the box, sealed the box, and carried it home. I assisted the mana
ger in counting the vote; there was no other Federal supervisor at the polls that 
day. The box was locked before the voting began. 

This box was rejected by the county board because the two Demo
cratic managers did not serve. 

Cedar Creek precinct.._Georgetown County, was rejected by the can
vassing board because one of the managers did not qualify. The three 
were present; two were duly sworn. No charge is made that the elec
tion was not fair and return legal. Smalls received 18, Elliott none. 

Griers precinct, Georgetown County: Two of the regularly appointed 
managers qualified and served. One refused and J. H. Alston was 
sworn in and served instead. This is made the sole excuse for throw
ing out the entire vote of the precinct. Every word of testimony as 
to this precinct in record proves the fairness and regularity of the elec
tion and return. At this precinct Robert Smalls received 65 votes, El
liott 4. 

Santee precinct vote was rejected by the county canvassing board 
because two of the Democratic managers refused to serve. The elec
tion was conducted by the third regularly appointed manager, assisted 
by a sworn clerk and supervisor. The polls were opened, kept open, 
and closed at the hours fixed by law. Several witnesses swear that 
only registered and le2:ally qualified voters were permitted to vote, 
each of whom presented a certificate and was duly sworn before de
positing his ballot. There was no railing around the approach to the 
box, as directed by statute. But the witnesses swear that the voters 
approached singly and voted without being spoken to or directed by any 
other person. The contestee claims that a few vot.es were cast by voters 
who bad changed their residences, but there is no evidence that a voter 
had made an actual change of residence. The vote was counted. The 
conht balanced with the poll-list. The returns were properly made 
out and personally delivered to the board of commissioners. This pre
cinct gave Smalls 212, Elliott 4. It was too large a \Ote to allow a 
Republican whose defeat bad been decreed in advance in that district, 
and was forth with rejected, professedly because of the abs~nce of the 
two Democratic managers. . 

The law of the State direct.'3 the construction of a railing about the 
approach to the ballot-box with an opening at each end for the voters' 
entrance and exit, fixes the time for opening and closing the polls, and 
directs the appointment of three managers to conduct the election. 

But the statute nowhere declares that a failure to observe these di
rections shall vitiate the proceedings and void the election; it is there
fore merely directory and not mandatory. 

Irre.,.ularities are generally to be disregarded unless the statute expressly 
declar~s that they shall be fatal to an election, or unless they are such in them
selves as to cha.nge or render doubtful the result.-McOrary Elections, 2d ed., 
page 186. 

The high privilege of suffrage nowhere in this country should .be 
made dependent on the indifference and carelessness of some election 
weer in the discharge or neglect of some unimportant duty. 

.Election statutes are to be test-ed like other statutes, but with a leaning to lib
erality. in view of the great public purposes which they acc.ompli.sh; and e~cei?t 
where they specifically pro'l>ide that a. thlng shall be done rn the ~anner m.dt
cated, and not otherwi&e, their provision designed ?lerely for the mformatwn 
and guidance of the o1ficers, mu.st be regarded a~ duectory onl~, !1-nd the. elec
t.ion will not be·defeated by a failure to complyw1th them, provtdmg the Irre!'
ularity has not hindered any who were entitled from exercising the right of 
suffrage, or rendered doubtful the eviden_ces from .n:hich the result wns ~~ be 
declared. In a leading case the following trregulantieswere held not to vttmte 
the election: The accidental substitution of another book for the Holy EvAn
gelists in the administration of an oath, both parties being ignornntof t~e error 
at the time; ~he holding or the el~ction by persons wh<_> were n~t officers tj.e 
jure, but who had colorable authonty, .and :a.cted de (acto m ~oou fatth; th.e fa il
ure of the board of inspectors to appomt clerks of the electiOn; the closmg of 
the outer door of the room where the election was held at sundown, and then 
permitting the persons within the room to vote; it not appearing that legal 
voters were excluded by closin~ the door, or illegal allowed to vote; and the fail
ure of the inspectors or clerk& to take the prescribed oath ot office. And it was 
said, in the same case, that any irreJi:ularity in conducting an election which 
does not. deprive a. legal voter of his vote, or admit a. disqualified voter to vote. 
or cast uncertainty on t.he re!!ult, and has not been occasioned by the ag~ncy of 
a party seeking to derive a benefit from it, should be overlooked in a pl·oceed
ing to try the right to an office depending on such election. This rule is an emi
nently proper one, and it furnishes a. very satisfactory test as to what is essen
tial and what not in election laws. And where a party contests an election on 
the ground of these or any similar irre.gularities, he ought to ave:.- and be able 
to show the result was affected by them.-C<10ley'' Constituti.onat Limitati<rnll, 
page 618. 

There is no proof or charge of fraud at any of these precincts or in 
the returns made by the acting managers. They were rejected because 

of the failure of t.he party friends of the gentleman from· South Car
oliDa [Mr. ELLIOTT] to do their duty. The votes of these 1ive precinctB 
should be accepted by tbi~ Honse. They gave Mr. Smalls 771 majority. 

In the absence of the Democratic manacers ef the Coqreasiena.l 
election at .Biggin's Church, Gaisden, Sandy Island, Cedar Creek., 
Grier's, and Santee precincts, and in the muailing pr .. ence of the 
Democratic mana.g;ers of the Sta-te and county elections at e&.ch of the~e 
precincts, is plainly uncovered a preconcerted and well-arranJed plan 
to steal this Congressional district. Further proof ef this is found on 
almost every page of the record in the large uumbers ef witnesses 
shown to have voted at the State boxes upon the same state of facts, 
presenting the same certificates of registration and residence, upon 
which they were speedily rejected by the managers at the CoaJression&l 
ballot· box. The way had been boldly blazed out prior to the election 
along which thel:!e otficials were to pursue their unlawful course. 

A little different plan was devised to dispose of 267 of General 
Smalls's votes cast at the Brick Episcopal Church precinct in Berkeley 
County. The supervisor of registration of this as in all oth&r counties 
is a Democrat. The managers and clerks of election at Brick Episco
pal Church were all Democrats. The county board of canvassers were 
all Democrats. 

The town of Mount fleasant, in this same county, is in the First 
Congressional district, and the Democratic supervisor of registration 
for the county made out a list of registered voters for Mount Pleasant 
precinct and Brick Episcopal Church precinct in the same book. Mount 
Pleasant is a village, and the voters are nearly all white men and Dem
ocrats. Brick Episcopal Church precinct is in the country, and the voters 
are nearly all colored men and Hepublicans. At the election Novem
ber 2, H:l86, Mount Pleasant polled 61 votes; Brick Episcopal Church 
270. In order to insure the le2ality of the Mount Pleasant vote and in 
order to furnish an excuse for rejecting the Brick Episcopal Church vote 
the one book containing the two lists of registered voters was retained 
by the Democratic managers for Mount Pleasant and none furnished 
the Brick Episcopal Church. 

Even the Democratic managers at the church were oblit;ed to swear 
that the election was orderly and regular; that the voters all~resented 
registration certificates and were sworn, and that no one voted who 
was not registered (on the book up at Mount Pleasant) and qualified 
to vote. The count and return was made pursuant to law. Robert 
Smalls received 267 votes, William Elliott 3. 

The Democratic canvassing board rejected the precinct because there 
was no list ofregistered voters at the pol1in~-place. 

A mass of evidence was introduced by the contestee in this case to 
sustain the r~jection of a large vote fl'Om the BrickChnrcb precinct on 
St. Helena Island, in Beaufort County. The ground assigned for 
throwing out this precinct is intimidation and riot, rendering it neces
sary to close the polls. 

A. E. W. Fripp, the Democratic manager who conducted the elec
tion, testified as to the character of the interruptions, as follows: 

I hal'e lived on St. Helena. Island since 1882. We have about ei5:hteen white 
and over nine hundred colored voters. The white men on the island are prin· 
cipally merchants and Democrats. I do not know of a single man who has ever 
left the island or quit his mercantile business on account of politics. I do not 
know of any person who wa.s prevented from voting by threats or violence a.t 
the poll where I was a mana:;er at the last (1886) election. 

Jack1:1on W. Brown (colored), clerk and supervisor at this precinct, 
teStifies with reference to what tran_::;pired there: · 

I arrived at the polls at daylight and never left till all the votes were counted~ 
There was no di'3turbance at the polls. Chance Green's testimon"y that George 
RiversandHastingsGanttwentinto the polls ~ether, and that Gantt becan to 
quarrel about Rivers voting the Democrat ticket, is not true; there was noth
in..,. of'\he kind. The poll was closed twice durin5: the day, about five minutea 
ea~h time-first on account of the voters havin5: so much noise on the stoop; 
second, on account of more than one wishin~ to come in at the same time. 
After the constable was appointed to let them in by turns the noiae all ceased 
and went all peaceable. The noise I speak of was laughinfl and talking. I 
acted as clerk, but was not a.t any time disturbed on account of the noise. 

Chance Green (colored), the indi vid nal mentioned by this witness, fur
nishes the gentlemen upon the other side of this case with the great body 
of their evidence for rejecting this precinct. He possesses a luxuriant 
oriental imagination. He names many colored men present at this pre
cinct on that day burning with a desire to vote the Democratic ticket, 
but who were prevented by the threats and violence by colored Repub
licans, and . by the lavish use of money by these unscrupulous, wealthy 
ex-slaves. It is true that the men named by Chance Green deny on 
their oaths that they ever thou2ht of voting the Democratic ticket, 
but tbat is a little circumstance that does not embarrass tbe gentleman 
from South Carolina [MT. ELLIOTT] nor his friend Chance Green. 

As an illustration of the facile and extensi\e play of Chance Green's 
exuberant fancy I quote the following paragraph from his testimony, 
cited by the committee in their report. Winding up a thrillillg descrip• 
tion of the horrors of this awful riot, beginning with a w~k joke 
cracked by one colored man and ending in a mild laugh at it from the 
bystanders, which closed the poll and suspended business at that pre
cinct for several seconds he continues: 

.T ust after he opened the poll again Frank Jenkins got the Democratic ticket 
fro u me going up to the poll, and Cyrus Jenkins went to him an4i aeked him, 
.. What are you going to do with that ticket?" He said, "I am coing to vote 
it." (Jyrus said," Not to-da.y; we Republicans intention not. to let you Denio 
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ocrats vote here to-day;n and Sharper Rivers, that man sitting over yonder, be 
is one of the men said so; and then Frank Jenkins went off and a great crowd 
followed him, and when he got up on the platform Cyrus Jenkins went up to 
him and jerked the ticket out of his hand and tore it up, and pulled him down 
off the platform and said to him, "Frank Jenkins, do you think we are fun
ning? We do not intend to let you vote." And Sharper Rivers said,'' No, 
don't let him vote," and Rivers had a good stick in his hand, too, and I was 
nfraid of his stick myself. Then Frank Jenkins came to me and got another 
ticket and went to vote it, and then be went home, because they told him if he 
staid there they would beat him on the road. 

C<>ncerning this interesting little episode, in which he is made so con
spicuous a figure, Mr. Frank Jenkins (colored) testified: 

I was not at the Federal poll held at Dr. Peters's office, on St·. Helena Island, 
November 2,1886. I was out in the road; not at the poll. I know Chance 
Green. I did not meet him in the morning on election day; I met him in the 
evening. He did not give me an election ticket. I had no use for a ticket. I 
bad no x·egister paper. I did not ask him for an Elliott ticket that day. I ha.d 
no register ticket and I could not vote without one. I did not attempt to go to 
the polls. I did not cross the side of the ditch. Cyrus Jenkins never pulled 
me off the platform. I was not on the platform. I never MW Sharper Rivers 
that day. I never heard such an expression used os beating anybody. It is 
false that I went. home for fear I would be beaten on the road for supporting 
William E1liott for Congress. I could not support hi.m nor Mr. Smalls. If I had 
had my registration certificate I would have voted for Mr. Smalls. 

This precinct, thrown out for intimidation and riot on such testimony 
as Green's, cast 503 votes for Robert Smalls and 45 for William Elliott. 

Several witnesses besides Chance Green were produced by the gentle
man from South Carolina [Mr. ELLIOrr] to prove that a policy of general 
intimidation over all Beaufort C<>unty was pursued by Robert Smalls 
and his party friends. While it may hot explain the source and inspira
tion of that evidence, yet gentlemen who have read their testimony 
and that contradicting it will have acquired such an interest in some 
of the more important of contestee's [Mr. ELLIOrr's] witnesses upon this 
point as to feel some concern as to their subsequent history. 

Five or six of these witnesses are paraded in the committee's report, 
and have been quoted by every gentleman who has spoken on that side. 
I thank the chairman of the committee [Mr. CRISP] for going outside 
the record and furnishing some testimony as to the present situation 
of politics and persons in that diStrict. It fully warrants me in giving 
this House some facts respecting these half dozen of their most im
portant witnesses. 

Mr. J. C. Mardenborough (colored), who furnished pages of original 
and striking evidence, was afterwards appointed a rail way postal clerk 
on the Cbarle.~ton and Jackson Railway. 

Mr. F. D. J. Lawrence (colored), whose testimony if not so original 
was still very voluminous and valuable to the contestee, received an ap
pointment from the authorities of the State as a trial justice, a position 
worth some money and of unlh.'\ited power in that State to ari un-
scrupulous man. · 

A. B. Colonel (colored) is still doing business at the old stand as 
constable to a Democratic trial_ justice. They have come to agree on 
politics. . 

Felix. Bonner(colored), asturdywitness who handled fads in such a 
reckless manner as to charm the contestee's friends, has been given a 
place in the custom-bouse at:Coosaw, S. C., since testifying in the case. 

Z. E. Sawtelle did not get a good place, or at least there is no record 
of it. He died shortly after testifying. · 

.And the oft-quoted and never-to-be-forgotten Chance Green, after his 
heavy work as a witness for contestee [Mr. ELLIOTT], finds sweet and 
profitable repose in the Treasury Department under this Administra
tion, and he may be beaming upon me at this moment from that dark 
cloud in the gallery for aught I know. Whether these witnesses and 
pro"!:>ably many others secured their places through the Civil Service 
Commission upon merit, or through the influence of some individual for 
some service rendered, I do not know. There they are and there we 
will leave them-at least for the present. 

The next feature of the performance in the Seventh district to which 
I ask your attent~on is counting votes for contestee not cast for him at 
all. This was accomplished by the old trick of stuffing the box and 
then drawing out the votes actually cast for Smalls as "excess" and 
counting the ille_gal ballots for Elliott. General Smalls selects three ot 
~he precincts where this was done and proves it clearly and emphat-
Ically. · 

The first is Pocotaligo precinct in Beaufort County. Here, as usual, 
the managers and clerk were all Democrats. The poll-list shows that 
143 men voted. When the vote was counted it disclosed an excess of 
148 ballots. The count was conducted by the Democratic manaO'ers. 
The disposal of the surplus ballots was managed by the same gentle~en. 

The process is described by S. J. Bampfield (colored), froin whose 
testimony I quote: 

Q. Did yon witness the count? And if so, state whatever facts came to your 
knowledge or observation in reference to it. 

.A. I did; in the afternoon my suspicions were aroused by the apparent nerv
ou~ness of the manage~s, especially Mr. Frampton, the chairman, and the circu
latiOn by them of certain rumors to the effect that the votes in thP. box were tie 
nnd t~at certain Republicans who were loud-mouthed for Smalls, the Republica~ 
cand1date. were se~retly voting for William Elliott, the Democratic candidate. 
As I crossed the p~azza to enter the room where thevotin~:wasgoing on lover
heard a conversatiOn between Mr. John Frampton the chairman of the board 
and Mr. H. W. Ri~hardson , _collector of the port of Beaufort, as to how to di~ 
pose of the excessive votes In the box. Soon after Mr. Frampton announced 
that the r?on: would;~ave to be cleared an<;) that the counting would proceed. 
I asked J;um if any Citizens would be permitted to witness the count; he said 
that I mtght stand at the open door, but that I couldn't remain 1n the room. · He 

did, however, permit Mr. H. W. Richardson, collector of the port of Beaufort; 
the paymaster in the United States Navy, James L. 1\Iorrison; a boat-hand in 
the custom-house; and others, who I think were State constables, to remain in 
the room. The open door in which I stood was not more than 4 feet from the 
table on which the box was placed, so that I could witness the count. 

Before opening the box Mr. Frampton directed that the light, which was but 
an apology then, should be removed from th~ table on which it !Stood by the box 
to the mantel-piece. His position was, one hand on the box, the other directing 
the removal of the lamp; reminded one more of a necromancer about to perform 
a feat of legerdemain than an officer performing a sworn duty. He finally 
opened the box very carefully and proceeded to take out the ballots. After 
taking out 143 ballots, laying them one upon another, face down, correspond
ing with the number of names on the poll-list, he stated that t.here were more 
·ballots in the box, and that he would have to l'eturn the a3 ballots to the box 
and that some one with his back to the box should withdraw the exce!!!!l and 
destroy them, in which opinion Mr. Henry Mew evidently concurred. I called . 
his attention to the fact that he couldn't know the excess of lhe ballots in the 
box until all of the ballots were counted, and that, th•erefore, he did not know 
bow many ballots to destroy. Thev both still insisted that that waa the proper 
manner to dispose of the excess. The paymaster suggested that the proper way 
was to destroy all the ballots lef~ in the box, and count the H3 already drawn 
~~ -

All the Democrats present except the supervisor, J!,£r. Hammond, and Mr. 
Ricliardson. were opposed to counting all the ballots in the box, and thus to 
expose a glaring fraud. After considerable discussion Mr. Richardson came to 
my rescue, stating that I was right, that the law required that all the ballots 
should be counted, to which the managers reluctantly consented. Upon count
ing the remaining ballots in the box there were found to be 14.8. All the ballots 
were then returned to the box, and 11£r. Frampton, turning hill baek: ~ the box, 
drew out the 148 which were .jn excess, which were destroyed. It was then 
found that of the ballots remaining in the box there were S1 for Elliott and 
56 for Smalls. The ballots that were taken out-the 143-were laid on the table, 
were mostly clean and lightly folded, so tlhat they lay comparatively smooth 
on the table, indicating that they were never voh~d sin~:ly. Durin~t the removal 
of those ballots from the box I noticed that they were apparently folded to
gether in a large bunch, and called the managers' attention to the law about 
ballots being folded to~ether, and noticed that subsequent to that :Mr. Framp
ton's bands were put lower down in the box, so that I couldn'tsee what he was 
~~g. He destroyed two Elliott ballots folded together after I had spoken to . 

The names of the Democratic managers and the Democratic clerk 
who conducted this performance, are John Frampton, Henry Mew, J. 
W. Hill; andU. C. Hammond. Neither they nor any otherofthepar
tisan friends of contestee [Mr. ELLiorr] were called a8 witnesses. 
They sent their return to the canvassing board ~iving Elliott 87 and 
Smalls 56 votes. One hundred and eighteen legally qualified voters 
at this precinct swear they voted for Smalls. 

The second precinct offered by contestant in illustration of this prac
tice is Providence precinct, Sumter County. As usual the managers 
were all Democrats. They returned 119'votes for Elliott and none for 
Smalls. When the polls closed there were 119 names on the poll-list. 
When the ballots were counted 199 were found in the boL · 

Robert Mahoney, a supervisor, explains in his testimony how easily 
Democratic managers of election in South Carolina can dispose of a few 
Republican votes. 

Q. Where were you at the close of the poll that day? 
A. At the polls in the hou~e. 
Q. After the polls were closed what was done by the managers of election? 
A. The votes were counted by the manar;ers. I saw Mr. Kingman, one of the 

managers, count the votes and give Smalls 39 in the count, and Elliott 160 votes. 
after which the votes were returned to the box, and a boy drew out of the box: 
from the number all of Smalls's ballots and other votes besides what they gave 
to Elliott all that was left, 119 votes. · -

Q. How did it happen that all the ballots for Smalls were drawn out of the 
box? 

A. Because Smalls's ballots were placed on top of the box, and the boy drew 
them out. . . 

R. H. Richardson (colored), a constable at that precinct, testified in 
reference to this affair. I g_uote from his evidence: 

1 w:as at Provi?ence poll by my watch from 6 a. m. until the polls closed that 
ev:enmg and until the votes were counted. After the closing of the poll John 
Kingr;nan proceeded to <:anvas.s the votes; he placed the votes castfor Smalls on 
one s1de of the box outside, and those cast for Mr. Elliott on the other. When 
he saw that there were more votes in the bo.x: than the poll-list called for he 
placed 1\fr. Elliott's vote in the bottom of the box, then pushed the Smalls vote 
on top of th<?se, and had a boy to dra_w.every Smalls vote out without stirring 
them up. Tlie other mao, Mr. C. L. Wtlhamson, refl18ed to sii'D the Democratic 
return-he was the Democratic supervisor-claiming that it was not f&irly done· 
there were 39 Smalls ballots, not one Elliott, thrown out, and no Smalls ballot 
was left in the box. 

This testimony all stands without a contradiction. There is no cer
tain proof as to just what the legal vote of this precinct was, and the 
glaring fraud perpetrated by the officers clearly voids the election at 
this precinct. 

Green Pond, Colleton County, the third precinct in this chapter of 
frauds, is simply a repetition of Pocotaligo with variations. The man
agers and officials. were all D~mocrats. After closing the polls they 
excluded the public from all VIew of the ballot-box for ten minutes 
while they juggled with it in the back room of a store. Then they 
counted the vote and credited Elliott with 160 and Smalls with 35 votes. 
One hundred and thirty-four witnesses, whose testimony covers nearly 
sixty pages of this record, swear they voted at that precinct for Robert 
Smalls for Congress. True, some of them were too ignorant to read 
their baltots, and. under the badgering cross-examination of contestee's 
lawyers are betrayed into some apparent contradictions, but no fair
minded man can read all the evidence and escape the conviction that 99 
of Smalls's legal votes were exchanged for 99 illegal Elliott votes dur
ing the ten minutes the managers were in the back room alone with 
the ballot-box. 
~n some precincfB of the Seventh district they have made no advanc4L 
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at all. over the old methods. Notable .examples of this slow develop- mate .enr.e. It would in tim~ yield ~o tbe influences of civilization; go 
ment are found in the evidence relating to Adallli! Run precinct, Colle- down beneath the overpowenng we1gbt of decent, humane public con
ton County., and Fort Motte precinct, in Orangeburgh County. Here demnation. But no sooner was it accepted that kuklux.ism could not 
there seems to have been a lack of special talent and theyresorted to the always survive- than the skilled, adroit, poljtiealleaders of the South 
old-fashioned Southern plan of simply stealing the ba.llot-boxes after devis~d a. system which, with unscrupulou8f>fficials, would wipe out the 
the election was over. · C?nstitutiO~al amendments effectually. They gave it solemn legisla-

However, secondary ·evidence {)f the .result at these two precincts es- tive sanction, followed by shameless, odioua, atrocious execution. 
tab1isbes the fact that Smalls received 177 votes at Adams Run and El- They stole the sacred livery of the law to clothe and mask disloyal vio
].iott 37; and that at Fort MotteeSmalls received 236 votes and Elliott 58. lators of the Federal Constitution. They made the Democratic party 

"RESULTS {)F THE SYSTEM. of the South accessory to the crime. They debauched and degraded 
.A c.,'lreful examination of the evidence of this case under the law the State, broke the oaths taken when the :flag of secession went down 

must make it plain to any unbiased man that SmaJls is justly entitled . in the wreck of rebellion, smirched the little remnant of honor which 
to 2,401 more votes than were given him by the board, and that Elliott's they carried back with them from Appomattox. 
vote should be increa-sed 151 and reduced 280-a net reduction of129. What has it yielded? Through it they have ruled States they 
This monstrous wrong was consummated by preventing the registra- have controlled in national politics, they have acquired undue ~epre
tion of men entitled register; compelling the colored voters to go long sentation, they have greatly wronged the North. But they nave done 
distances; refusing to see them as they stood before the registration infinitely worse and more than all this. They have written in endur
office in Te pectful waiting day after day; Iefusingto bear them as they ing forms in theiT statutes, in the records of their courts, made a pa.rt 
plead and begged to save their citizenship. It was .consummated by of their ~oJ!tical history~ worked into the thought and life of people 
pTeventing registered voters from 'Voting, usually rejecting the vote by the milliOns-old and young, wise and ignorant, white and bla.ck
witnont any explanation or offering an excuse so unreasonable and the pernicious, monstrous, damning creed that law is t.he legitimate 
arbitrary as to clearly prove their determination to disfranchise the weapon ofthe wrong-doers that the desires of the individual are more 
coloied Republicans; plying the colored 'Voter with smart questions sacred than the honor of the country; that violatiPn of tbe Constitu
and receiving the white Democrat's vote without even a certificate; tion is commendable; that the ballot, the American citizen's ballot
appointing Democra.tic managers to -conduct the election who refuse to his defense, his power, his shield, .his sword, his hope, hls prophecy
appear at the polling-places where there are large Republican majori- is the lawful spoil of any desperate political opponent [Applause on 
ties; purposely ne~lecting to supply £1trong Republican precincts with ReJ>ublican side.] 
their lists of registered voters, and then rejeeting the entire precinct 'This is what they have done and are doing every bouT. This is the 
because the lists were not supplied. It was consummated by reversing enormous cl'ime which they are committing against this people and 
the result on the count and return; rejecting the vote of entire precincts posterity. In the midst of ignorant millions just acquiring a primary 
upon silly pretexts of riot, based on the wicked lies of witnesses who knowledge of the duties of citizenship, it is appalling to contemplate 
aft-erwards secure fat offices; stuffing the boxes with illegal Democratic the awful consequences sure to flow from this .sweeping destruction of 
votes, then rejecting the Republican ·votes as excess; and ·finally, J:>y all political integrity from this twisted, deformed conception of the 
boldly stealing the ballot-box-es of Republican precincts. law and its sublime office to humanity. 

Stop a moment and think -of the application of this system and bow But a little time has passed since the South lndignantly denied that 
easy it is to accomplish the result contemplated by its projectors. they suppressed theRepublicanvoteor-cheated in its count. The North, 
Sometimes the colOTed voter making his way along the tortuous, wind- ready to take the most comfortable, quietingviewoftroublesomeques
i.ng course prescribed, pTeliminary to voting and in preparation for it,, tions, -silenced every reference to it with the cry of '• Th~ bloody shirt!'' 
wear1es before he reaches t-he polling-place, for at .every turn those Now they are shocked by the public announcement from the South 
whose sworn duty it is to assist him, and who perform that service with that this is a. ''white man's government," and startled to find the doc
fidelity to aJl Democrats, purposely and persistently mislead the Re- trine defended where it should be denounced and abominated. Jtis the 
publican and rej.oice over the consequent blund.e:rs which bar his wa:y inevitable course of cri·me. The wrong-doers succeed. They grow reck
to the ballot-box. And when after many failures, quick to leani even less; theyare suspected; theydeny;theypTotesttbeirinnocence. They 
in this hard school, he is finally pD.ssessed of tb.e necessary credentials are caught in the act, conti·onted with the proofs, driven to bay. Then 
and reaches the august presence of the Democratic managers of elec- they grow desperate, defiant. Then they admit the crime; they boldly 
tion, ready to deposit his ballot, standing before them alone, with no plearl self-defense; they impudently plead justification. 
political or personal friend present to counsel him, if be is noteheated With one voice the press oftheEouthto-dayseems anxious to convince 
into pla<.:ing his ballot in the wrong box, and actually lodges it where it the country that there has never been any attempt to deny or conceal 
bel().ngs, it will certainly be rejected in the count because it is "soiled the fact that the negro vote was suppressed. They strive and vie with 
or mutilated," .or not '"properly folded," or be drawn from the box as each otherin annolli!Cingthem.selvesas bold and courageous intheirdeii
"excess." Or if therountshows a sufficient Republican majority to ance ofthe law, as determined, unyielding violators of the Constitu
make it worth while the en tire poll will be Tejected becans_e a "quo- tion, and they even openly demand public acquiescence _and justifi
rnm" of Democratic managers did not conduct the election, or were cation. 
not~· properly _sworn/' or .some technicality was purposely not ob- Sir, 1: believe the time has come when the truth should be plainly 
served in making out the return. One thing is absolutely certain, in spoken. For nearly a quarter of a century the North has yielded, 
the "New South" the way is always prepared in advance to keep the acquiesced. submitted, and patiently waited. From the hour of defeat. 
Republican vote down and to keep it down under color of law. the South has been the recipient, the thankless, sullen, defiant recip-

Here, then, in the sworn 1festimony of thi~ case, in the cunningly de- ient of beneficence and liberality at the hands of the North. In victory 
vised, infamously .executed ,election laws of this State is laid bare to they levied no tribute, demanded no satisfaction. They assumed and 
the world the last conspiracy of a too .often disloyal people against thel.r have paid the bulk of the war debt. They have poured out national 
Constitution and their-country. It isnot open rebellion this time, but treasure and individual wealth to build up the broken and shattered 
a sly, covert nullification of th.e 'highest law of the land. I.t inclh"'S South. Calamity has never befallen them but that the generous ha.nd 
none of the risks .Q'f anned 'aSsault, .escapes the personal dangers and of the North sustained them io their need. 
swift public indignation of:arganized violence and intimidation. It is Nothing like it can be found in all history. The South went un
outrage embellished and Tefi.ned. It is lawlessness systema.tized and, · punished for their treason, and have complained that the North alone 
if possible, legalized. · is benefited by pension appropriations. They laid down their arms, 

It has accomplished the same results all .over the Southern States not their opinions, and went back to teach their children that the 
which it so ,easily secru:ed in tlie Seventh district of .South Carolina. South was ri~ht. They were restored to political power and used it to 
In States wbem the law is just and fair, the villainy is perpetrated in wipe out the constitutional amendments and punish the North. 
its construction and enforcement. Though the system varies in fo.rm Granting all that the Sonth claims-that the war robbed them of 
it does not in operation and .results. From the bloodhound and the their wealth by erilancipation and threw upon them the burden of mill
raw-hide, the bludgeon and the shotgun., to the South Carolina election ions of ignorant citizens; granting all this, what plausible excuse can 
law .and its wicked execution, is but a little step. The transition was they offer for the outrage and wrong committed? What reasonable 
~asy .and natu.ral. It was not so noisy and it was cheaper. Jt had defense can they make for the present situation in the South? 
everything to commend it to an intelllgentana unsc.rupnlons minority. "We are -doing just what you would do under the same circum-

Its results must be eminently sa.tJ.sfactory to the political lea-ders of stances" has become the common and ready retort to every protest from 
tne South. Confused, baffied, discouraged, cheated, the colored vote of the North. It i.;; po sible that we do not understand each other. 
theSouthhas qnietly and speedily disappeared from the returns. There · If you mean that any other portion of this -country not trammeled 
has been no clash of arms, no New lberias, no Hamburgs, no vexatious by your prejudices, not .embit.tered by y{)ur -experiences, confronted 
newspaper reports, no .annoying investiga.tions-.silently, but.fat.ally to by the same problem, would de::tl with it as you have-if you think 
the colored Republican vote, the new election methods of the South, there is anything in the existing conditions to exonerate or palliate 
or the election methods of the ''New South,'' have done their perfect your conduct, you seriously, gravely err. Your action may be explained., 
work. In the State of South Carolina alone, 78,048 Republican votes mav be condoned; it can never be justified. 
have disappeared from the returns since 1876. Uake the Northw~ t, if yon will, a battle-field for four years, deprive 

So long as it was a policy of intimidation and violence, and even occa- its people of all their chatt-els. leave them only their lands, and place in 
sional murder, it was not so dangerous. It carried with it its own ulti- theirmidstfourmillion igno.rant, undeveloped Negroes with no property 
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nnd no training except that of tilling the soil, you woul not from that 
hour on find the strength and intelligence oft heN orthwest devoting their 
energies and their power to terrorizing and repressing the vote of the 
weak and the ignorant; you would not fin.d the people of the North
west a quarter of a century later living in their past, complaining of 
broken fortunes, comparing what is with what was. Long before that 
all trace of war would have disappeared; the idle labor would have 
been utilized to rebuild the country and restore its fort unes, schools 
and teachers provided, the ignorant educated and elevated. 

What was Dakota ten years ago? What constitute..q its wealth, ex
cept the land and the labor bestowed upon it by a law-abiding people? 
A wild unbroken prairie transformed into a great and prosperous State, 
farms with comfortable homes, schools in every district, thriving towns 
and cities always in sigbt. The flood of foreign immigration speaking a 
different language, born under other skies, loving another flag, and an
other ·history, welcomed, taught, assimilated, and transformed jnt.o the 
hardiest, hjgbest type of American citizenship. 

The colored people born upon American soil, speaking the English 
language, loving this country, knowing no other, idolizing the South
ern people, most of them of Southern blood; this people who had been, 
trained to do all the manual labor of the South, who understood its 
soil, its climate, its products, who had made the sunny South what it 
wasin "thehalcyondaysbeforethewar;" thispeoplewbobadbeenfaith
ful servants to proud masters for cent uries, who had been the companions, 
playfellows, nurses, andguardiansoftheirchildren, whohadremainedat 
their posts while a war· was waged for their freedom; this people with 
their deep affections, their strong attachments, their fine emotional nat
me, and their impressionable character, anxious to learn, willing to be 
led-this people, though unlettered, though laboring under the disad
vantages ot a race suddenly released from bondage, nevertheless offered 
material that might in a generation of time have been molded into 
American citizens of which any section of this country might be proud. 

No, gentlemen, there is nothing threatening or portentous in the 
Negro problem to-day, either for yon or the rest of the country, ex
cepting as you make it so. The difficulty does not lie with him., but 
with you instead, in the blind prejudice and stubborn antagorlism., 
ever opf)OSed to his development politically and socially as a citizen. 

You say, in justificatiOn, that the Negro is ignorant, inferior, inca-
. pable of growth. Is be not willing to learn? Are you willing that he 
should? If you are anxious that he should learn, why have you hin
dered rather than helped him? Why have you ostracized Northern 
teachers, who make such sacrifices to educate the colored people? 

Do you encourage them in the acquisition of property? Do you pay 
them what their labor is worth in cash, or does a system of rental and 
store-pay prevail, which is designed to always keep them poor? Do 
yousell them land o.t a fair price? Do you aid them to build and own 
homes? 

Yon say the Negro is not progressive. Secretly do you not fear that 
he is? Is it against the dull and submissive that you feel the keenest 
resentment-direct your hardest blows? Or are they aimed at those 
who, like Robert Smalls, have shown intellect, courage, and determina
tion to lift their people to a. higher level and maintain their rights as 
freemen? 

Blinded by passion and prejudice you may refuse to accept it, but 
the historian will place the responsibility of any evil consequences that 
may flow from this war a..,o-ainst the colored race where it belongs. 
Admitting that the rebellious States had heavy burdens to carry, the 
disinterest-ed student o.f facts will find no problem presented by the 
situation that could not have been solved successfully by earnest, hon
est endeavor. 

Ifthecolored people had been fairly treated, if they had received kindly 
recognition, if they had been provided with schools and books and 
teachers, if they had been given an opportunity to make homes for 
themselves, if their labor had been properly rewarded, who doubts that 
the progress they would have made in twenty-five years would have 
astonished the world? 

The fact that, in spite of all effort to retard or suppress the negro, he 
has made much progress should awaken the South to an appreciation of 
the folly of the course they are pursuing. 

The next census will show the colored race in a majority in five, pos
sibly seven States. They are shaking off the spell of cringing submis
sion stamped on them through two centuries of slavery. They are 
climbing higher and higner. Every hour of self-dependence sharpens 
their faculties, broadens their understanding, adds to the sum of their 
knowledge, develops their spirit of independence and strengthens their 
courage. Wait a little while, not long will they wear the shackles of 
this second bondage; not long will they submit t9 the despotic control 
of an arrogant minority. The majority will ultimately control in every 
quarter and corner of this Government. What then would you say 
if there should come to that majority in your section the natural de
sire to pay yon back in kind? What then could you answer if they 
t-urned upon you crying: 
be~~~ ~~~nJ~~~!:~g-ht us we will execute, and it shall go hard, but we will 

[Applause on the Republican side.] 
Ob, men of the South, sharers in our common heritage of self-gov-

ernment and personal liberty, in t.he name of a late past crowded with 
bitterness and anguish for us all I entreat you t.o stop. For the sake ot 
your own peace and honor go no further in this infamous business. 
You can not justify it, you can not defend it, you can not sustain it! 

The honr is at hand when the people of this whole country, by an 
overwhelming majority, will make it their fu:st business to secure and 
prese_rve the representative character of this G-Dvernment. The South 
can not any longer afford to oppos that principle. [Applause on the 
Republican side.] 

To-day an opportunity is presented the Democratic party to place 
itself on record against the election methods of the South; to rebuke 
here and now the outrages committed in this district; to answer with 
plainness and patriotism the great question which has come to mean 
something to the thoughtful loyal men of this country. In the closing 
days of your administration of this Q-Qvernment, the last hours of your 
control of this House, give this colored man, this former slave, this 
leader among his people, who has spent nearly all the earnings of his 
life since freedom con testing for the rights of which he bas been cheated; 
give to General Robert Smalls, whose distinguished services for the 
Union and against rebe1lion, whose skill as a political organizer of 
his people and courage as a defender of the civil rights of his race 
early marked him for persecution and defamation; give tO Bob Smalls, 
who as a slave, seized with high military courage and judgment the 
critical moment to capture with his own hands a Southern transport . 
steamer, turn her prow to the North, run her past Confederate forts and 
under rebel batteries into the Union lines and turn her over to the Union 
G-Dvernment-a daring achievement that will live in history after aU 
who hear me are dead and many of us forgotten; give to this old man, 
this old soldier, the seat on this floor to wh1ch he was honestly elected 
November 2, 1886. [Applause on the Republican side.] 

The Republican party here has nothing to gain or lose by the decis
ion in this case. But feeling for this man as I do, knowing what it 
means to him, knowing how be has suffered, l could, if it would avail, 
lie down and beg fo.r that justice to which every man in this House 
knows he is entitled. [Applause on the Republican side.] 

Mr. LODGE. Mr. Speaker, it is always a pleasure to me to listen 
to my friend from South Carolina [Mr. HEMPHILL], because he is al
ways interesti.pg, always honest, and always pleasant in what he says . 
The illustrations that be has been using have been amusing, but the 
argument is not a new one; it is the old, old answer to a difficult ques
tion that "you are another." It is the argument that because one 
wrong exists in one place we may meet it and balance it by saying 
that another wrong exists somewhere else. 

Two wrongs, Mr. Speaker, never made a right, and they never will. 
Because the fundamental right of the black citizen of the United States 
is torn up by the roots in South Carolina, it. is no answer to say as a 
justification ofit that there are here and thel'e instances of race prej
udice against him in the North. I do not stand up here to falsify the 
facts of history or a.~ert that the e.onduct of the North towarcis tbe 
black man in all the years that have gone has been without fault or 
without m.istake. 

I know very well that there was a time when the North bowed to 
the dictates of the South and did wrong to the black man in its own 
way just as much as the South did. I know that there was a time, and 
an accursed time, in my own State, when '.'Massachusetts, God for
give her, was a' kneeling with the rest," when she mobbed Garrison 
in the streets of Boston and sent Anthony Burns back at your bid
ding into slavery. But she atoned for all that, Mr. Speaker, in the 
blood of her best and bravest, shed on every battle-field of the rebell
ion, and the flower of her youth led the black man to fight for his 
country in the uniform of the United States. You can not now turn 
about and cry out against the ''black laws'' which were placed upon 
Northern statute-books in deference to your bidding. You can not 
face round now and try walter the great facts of history with such re
torts as these. It was the North whose armies marched into the South 
and gave freedom· to the black men. It was a Northern man who put 
his signature to the emancipation proclamation. It was the Repub
Lican party which placed upon the statnte-boo~s the laws which have 
given to him. his freedom and his rights. These are the great facts of ' 
history. You can not alter them, and the black man is a Republican 
to-day because he knows that those are the facts of history. There 
may be mistakes, there may be instances of race prej ndice in the North 
towards the black man. If there are, every right-thinkin_g man in 
the North regrets them and wishes to see them stopped. }{ut tnat 
they should exist here and there does not excuse the refusal of the right 
of suffrage in the Southern States of this Union to-day. It is no an
swer to say that because a group of men in this place or that manifest 
an unworthy race prejudice, therefore you are entitled in the South to 
deprive the black man of the rights guarantied to him by the Consti
tution. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I l1a.ve no intention of going over the details of 
this case. It is a typical case, and it is in that view alone that I pro
pose to discuss it. Here is a district made up to send a Republican, 
made up of the black vote, and gerrymandered especially for that purpose. 
That district bas bePn stolen. Not even in that carefully-prepared dis
trict could the negro be allowed his rights. Every body knows the 
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facts that I am going to state. When we pass off this floor and be
hind that screen, no man, North or South, would deny the facts, but 
here it is thought necessary on the other side of the House to demon
strate from timet{) time the great affection that is felt for the negro by 
the Democratic party. I conft-ss that I think there is nothing more in· 
spiriting or interesting than to see a member from the South, on a con
tested-election ca.c;e, declaring, wi th tears in his eyes almost, the affec
tion that he and his friends feel for the negro. [Laughter.] I know 
of nothing equally impressive tmless it be the display of feeling that 
we have had about "trusts" du1ing the recent tariff debate from those 
gentlemen who pose as the especial friends of the people. [Laughter.] 

The chairman of the Committee on Elections [Mr. CRISP] a few 
days, or rather a few weeks, ago, when he was protecting the power of 
the minority against the assaults of a feeble majority, declared with 
great heat that i t was not fair for gentlemen living 3,000 miles away 
and reading a partisan newspaper to pass judgment upon the elections 
and the voting in the Southern States. I suppose that that was simply 
a figure of speech, because a gentleman 3,000 miles away reading a 
partisan newspaper would be living somewhere in the neighborhood of 
Mount St. Elias, or else on the shores of Baffin's Bay or among the 
Esquimaux. [Laughter.] The opinions of those gentlemen I do not 
undertake to (lefend. We must take it as one of those flights of fancy 
which this subject is sure to occasion in the well-regulated Southern 
:mind. But when the gentleman tells us that an election is full, fair, 
and free in a State which elects ten Congressmen with a totalvoteonly 
1,000 greater than was cast in my own singledistrictofMassachusetts 
I do not believe that he can convince any one that elections exist there 
in the way in which they exist everywhere else in this country. I 
was reminded, when I heard him speaking, of the very old story of 
the Englishman who was crossing the plains many years ago and who 
got off the stage at· one of the way stations, went into the saloon and 
up to the bar, and said to the barkeeper that he would like a nice 
breakfast, a poached egg, a bit of steak, a little coffee, and so on. The 

~ barkeeper looked at him across the bar for a minute, then reached 
round, drew out his revolver, covered the intending customer with it, 
and said, "You'll eat hash." [Laughter.] I have not any question 
that in the opinion of that barkeeper that gentleman had a full, fair, 
and free breakfast, but I question very much whether that was the 
view of it taken by the traveler himself. [Laughter.] 

It is a good deal better in discussing this question to be fair about 
it. A system of eleCtion which results in the election of many mem
bers of Congress by" a vote of 1, 700 without opposition is not an 
election as Americans understand the word in this country, and to say 
that it is so because everybody votes the same ticket is simply to 
aay that hnman nature does not exist in those States. Parhy differ
ences lie deep down in the roots of hnman nature, and men differ in 
politicS as they take a conservative or a progressive view of public af
fairs. That natural tendency exists in the South as it exists else
where. The votes are not cast there because it is useless to cast them, 
and the reason it is useless-to cast them is, to take the statement of 
those gentlemen themselves, that it is essential to the preservation of 
civilization and of all that men value to suppress the vote of ignorance 
and illiteracy. If the line were drawn on ignorance and illiteracy, or 
even if the line were drawn on property, which we disapprove as not 
consonant with American ideas, yet we could no.t, under our "Consti
tution and our laws, find fault with it. But it is not a question .of ig
norance; that statement is a mere pretense. The objection, as I have 
heard it stated, to making an educational qualification is that it will 
exclude an ignorant white man as well as an ignorant negro. In other 
words, the 1ine is drawn on race, on color, and on the previous condi
tion of servitude. 

Now, the desired result of keeping the black man a political serf and 
· depriving him of his rights is reached in various ways. Sometimes it 

is by the ingenious construction of the election laws, as in South Caro
lina, where those laws are as mu~h designed to produce a free election 
and provide for the protection of the franchise as the rules of thimble
rigging and the statutes of three-card monte are designed to promote 
a fair game of cards. They are framed for a particular purpose, and 
they answer it well. Sometimes the suppression of the vote is attained 
in other ways, such as counting out; sometimes it is by stuffing ballot
boxes, and eometimes, as in the recent election in Arkansa8, the rulin~ 
party begin with the violent plunder of the ballot-box and end with 
the murder of the contestant when he seeks to establish his rights. 
The trouble with that system is that you can not confine it, and that 
it will never solve your problem. You can not teach a whole genera
tion of people that they must be honest and decent in their lives, but 
that in one thing it is praiseworthy to use fraud, force, or pe:Jjury, or 
do anything necessary to carry an election and not affect thereby the 
tone of public morals. The disease is one that is sure to spread. 

I have a collection of extracts from Southern newspapers, which I will 
print with my speech, showing that the poison has spread into your 
own primaries, and that there are complaints in your own caucuses of 
this disregard for a fair vote and of fair elections. It has not stopped 
there, but has still gone on. We have seen that after the elections for 
the next Congress it was gravely proposed that governors of various 

States should withhold the certificates from members elected on the face 
of the returns. The secretary of state of Tennessee is now withholding 
a certificate or putting obst.acles in the way of the certificate being de
livered to the man elected on the face of the returns. The governor of 
West Virginia has issued certificates to two Democratic Conp-essmen 
elect.ed on the face of the returns and is withholding them from two 
Republican Congressmen elect.ed on the face of the same returns. Do 
you suppose the people of the North are going to submittosuch things 
as that? These acts are the plainest usurpation and the most absolutely 
revolutionary steps that can be taken. You thus have undertaken to 
seize the powers of this House to judge of the election of its members 
and to leave to the governors and secretaries of state to say what shall 
constitute the majority of the American Congress. It is a pa.rt of the 
same evil system, and there is more e--ren thn.n that. The only guar
anty of our institutions is in the belief of the people that the elections 
are fair. There are millions of voters in the Northern Stat~ who do 
not believe to-day that there is such a thing as a fair election in certain 
States of the South. This is a perilous belief. It is beside the ques
tion whether they are right or wrong in holding it. If you impair the 
confidence of the ~eat masses of the voters of this country in the de
cision of the ballot-box the end of this system of government is not far 
off. It is not enough that the elections should be fair. The masses 
of the people must believe them to be fair and above suspicion. In the 
Northern States I am perfectly aware that, as in all free elective govern- _ 
ments, there are abuses. I know there is more money spent on both 
sides than there ought to be. 

I suppose that here and there there are cases of cheating. But these 
things are sporadic. They are not parts of a system. Throughout the 
length and breadth of the Northern States the elections as a rule are 
honest. Men of both parties believe in the result as declared at the 
polls; and all this talk that has been made about money is confined to 
on·e or two of the close States, and one party is as guilty as the other. 
I do not defend the use of money, for it is an evil and a danJ:er. But 
the matter as it has been brought into this debate is a mere questiou of 
crimination and recrimination. You cry out that the manufacturers 
gave !n.oney for the support of the Republican party. The money of the 
manufacturers is no worse than the money of the railroad kings who 
ran your campaign, or the money of the Standard oil and the sugar 
trusts. It is just as bad with one as with the other. It is the duty of 
all decent men to strive to stop the improper use of money, whether it 
is contributed by the cotton-spinner or the iron-maker, or whether it 
is by the men who run saloons or who form the whisky ring. We want 
to get rid of all these evils in our Government. The general feeling 
in the Northern States is in favor of getting rid of all these election 
abuses so far as may be, and we are setting about it now. But to charge 
the use of money does not meet the wrong now under discussion. We 
musthave fair elections in the South, in the North, in the East, and in _ 
the West. It has become the duty of the United States to have such 
election laws as will secure to the election of all Federal otficers the 
guaranties that we have now in the great mass of the States of this 
Union. This is not a question of the bloody shirt nor an old war issue. 

Mr. OATES. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a ques
tion? , 

Mr. LODGE. I have not the time to yield. It is the issue of to
:lay and of this moment. It is not the cry of the war issue8 on which 
Northern men are elected, it is not the issue on which Northern dis
tricts are contested, and ha!!l not been for years. 

Mr. OATES. Will the gentleman allow me a question? 
Mr. LODGE. I can not yield. The gentleman can obtain time. 
Mr. OATES. I want to ask the gentleman a question for informar-

tion. [Cries of "Go on!" "Go on!" on the Republican side.] 
Mr. LODGE. This cry of war issues, so far as we hear it, is con

fined to the Southern States. Let me say that a speech of such a char
acter as was made by the eloquent gentleman from Virginia here yes
terday would not do for a candidate for governor in Massachusetts. 
He would simply be laughed out of court. But no douM the gentle
man knows his home audience, and his ability is such that I suppose 
he judges it rightly, but I can only say that that is not the kind of 
speech whi~h would do with us. 

These old issues, these appeals to State jealousies and sectional prej
udices, are issues the people of Massachussetts at least-and I believe 
that it is the feeling of the North-are only too glad to have burled 
out of sight forever. Massachusetts, to which allusion was made by 
the gentleman from Virginia, entertains no hostile feel inK towards her sis
ter States. She has no desire that her Representatives should seek to 
make political capital by assailing other American co:mmunitiM with 
out-worn accusations. When earthquakes shook your cities, when flood 
and pestilence attacked your people, when your colleges and schools 
have come for aid in education, Massachusetts has never been deaf to 
your appeal, her heart has never been steeled to the cry of distress, 
and, God bless her, it never will be. But she wants to see right done 
to all men, whether their skins are black or 'white. [Applause on the 
Republican side.] She wants to see the Constitution lived up to. She 
knows what her own history has been on the slavery question. There 
it is for all men to read. No slave since the Constitution of 1780 ha( 
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ever had his foot on Massachusetts soil under Massachusetts laws. 
There she stands, contented to have her record pass into history for 
the verdict of mankind. 

She asks now (and I believe she represents the feeling of the North) 
that we should have the same fair elections through the South that we 
have in the North. The North means to insist upon it. We have been 
too careless, too tolerant, too easy-going; and this debauchery of elec
tions, this striking at the fundamental right, is creeping on and getting 
dangerous. People in the North, who for the last ten years have passed 
it by unheeding, have within the last six months come t.o take an en
tirely new and a much more just view of the subject. It is the deter
mination, I believe, of the Republican party and of..the North to secure 
fair elections. 

I have heard denunciations of United States bayonets and United 
St.'\tes supervisors interfering with elections in the States whenever a. 
j nst and proper ele:~tion Jaw is talked of. I am perfect.ly willing that 
there should be a United States supervisor, and, if necessary to secure 
a peaceful and honest election, a file of United States soldiers at every 
polling place in my district. I am not afraid that they would intimi
date anybody. I am not afraid to have them look over the election 
there or see how the people in my district vote, for the voting is hon
est and so is the count. What is fair for one is fair for all. I have no 
wish to see elections protected by armed force anywhere. I deprecate 
and dislike it as much as any man, and I trust that the good sense of 
the South will render it needless. I dislike it because any force at a 
popular election is un-American, but the spirit which makes force need
ful is far more no-American than the force itself. If we must have force 
at the polls I prefer the force of law and order and of the United States 
to that of the "long-haired promoters of civilization poking their shot
guns in voters' faces," whom my friend.:~ on the other side so much ad
mire. The North has no desire to see bayonets at the polls, but the 
North means to have the Constitution and the laws enforced in letter 
and spirit, and law is powerless unless on the last appeal the force of 
the Government is behind it. 

This case is, as I have said, a typical case. If yon will do justice to 
Robert Smalls yon will show t.bat yon are ready to deal with this whole 
question in a-fair and enlightened spirit. The problem is not yours alone; 
it is ours as well. Your prosperity is our prosperity; your misfortune 
is our misfortune. We are all bound up indissolubly in one great Union; 
one can not suffer without all snfferin~. We ask you simply to do jus· 
tice; not to draw the line upon a man because his skin is black; to have 
your elections free, fair, and open, so that they shall command the con
fidence of everybody. We ask yon to join with us in making an eJec
tion law which shall give that guaranty to the country, and which shall 
make every man know throughout the length and breadth of the land 
that, when the votes are counted, they are counted as they were cast, 
and that the poorest man and the humblest man, be he black or white, 
of what race yon please, ha~ secure and impregnable the right on which 
our institutions rest-the right of" a free ballot and a fair count." 
[Applause on the Republican side.] 

I append the extracts from the Southern Democratic newspapers to 
which I have already referred: 

[From the Columbia Register.]~ 

The Register believes this solemn matter of fair elections is the most impor
tant of all public questions in the whole countryt and it believes that reform, 
like charity, should begin at home. The plan of tne Register is not for the ne
gro. It is for society. It is1 if anything, more for the white than the colored 
race. Cheating and swindltng can not go on at elections and be kept there. 
Besides, the cheating and swindling in elections is a greater crime against so
ciety than in the private affairs of life. This cheating in elections and being 
honest after it is like forl;:ing a. will in the interest of j,he party administering 
it, and then claiming the benefit of honestly administering it. 

[From a. published address of Lexington County Democrats.] 
With mingled feelings of shame and indignation we Dllmocrats of Lexing

ton Countycome before the goo<J. people of the county with our grievances.· In 
the recent primary election held in this county fraud the most glaring was 
shamelessly perpetrated by the supporters of a combination of candidates who 
will go down to history in the annals of Lexington County as the court-house 
ring. The supporters of some of the successful aspirants in that contest. forget
fulof all personal honor and ignoring all patriotic considerations, steeped them
selves in political infamy by stuffing the ballot-boxes, voting fictitious names 
riding from poll to poll over certain portions of the county and voting at each 
precinct visited, in total disregard of their decency and manhood. 

[From tho Charleston World.] 
However, by means of the primaries, with the managers' stamp used to pre

pare ballots the night before for stuffing the boxes, and rapid penmen to write 
two names eyery time one voter casts his ballot, some persons have come to 
great apparent political prominence in this city. But all this sort of thing has 
squeezed the life out of the party here. 

[From the Charleston News and Courier.] 
The primary in Newberry to determine the choice of a. candidate for State 

senat-or was followed by sweeping allegations of bribery and fraud. It was the 
same in Marion County, where Bingham was the defeated candidate. Charges 
of fraud at the primary in Lexington County were promptly and deliberately 
made. * • * The eight-box law, necessary as it was and beneficial as its op
erntions haye been, is demoralizing to the people of the State. It must lower 
the younger men in particular in their own eyes to see the spirit of our insti
tutions violated at every election. It is beneath the dignity of the State to 
a.dm it that there is not statesmanship in South Carolina to face the consequences 
of ignorant suffrage and overcome them without political trick or subterfuge . 
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In comment in~ on the recent address issued by E. M. Brayton, chairman of 
the Republican State committee, the Greenville News to-day says: 

"It is not worth while to challenge ex-Collector Brayton's counterblast to the 
South Carolina election law. We prefer to declare boldly that most of what 
he says is true, and that the law he describes was and is intended to keep the 
control of this State with the white people, who area \:ninority in numbers. but 
who pay nineteen-twentieths of the taxes and reprelient ninety-nine one-hun
dredths of the intelligence and moral force. Then we can say to Mr. Brayton, 
and to the partisan Republican politicians to whom he nppeals, 'What are you 
going to do about it?' These laws are constitutional. Theyarethelawsofthe 
State of South Carp lin a, representing the will of the sovereign ruling people of 
the State, who will rule because they have the mental, moral, physical, and 
financial power to rule. 

"The entire Republican party in the United States, with all the power of the 
Government behind it, can not make South Carolina a Republican State, be
cause it can not make the Republican party here respectable. The gaunt and 
unkempt Southerner who pokes a. shotgun into a voter's face to chase him from 
the polls is a better man than the sleek, portly Northern manufacturer who 
offers a poor devil of a workman the choice between voting for high protection 
and starvation. '£he most t·eckless red-shirt riders who ever pulled a trigger 
are less guilty than the wealthy hypocrites who gave and the heelers who 
handled the money that corrupted the ballot last November. They may send 
troops here, as they did before, to stand at our polls and purify the ballot with 
the bayonet, but for all that there will be no more good stealing in South Caro
lina. The crookedness in Southern elections is to save the credit and preserve 
the lives of the States, and to secure the safety and prosperity of tho people, the 
churches, and the schools. They may steal our Congressmen and keep them 
while they can; they may steal our electors, but they never will steal our 
State." 

Mr. ROWELL. Mr. Speaker-
Mr. CRISP. Before my friend from Illinois [Mr. RoWELL] pro

ceeds, I desire to yield ten minutes to the gentleman from Michigan 
[Mr. TARSNEY]. I will yield it now if that will suit the gentleman 
from Illinois ; and be can proceed afterward. 

Mr. TARSNEY. If the gentleman from illinois desires to proceed 
now--

M:r. ROWELL. No; I prefer that the gentleman should go on 
now. 

Mr. T ARSNEY. _ Mr. Speaker, I think that I have not obtruded my
self upon the attention of the Honse very much during this session; 
and I did not intend to say anything in relation to this case until I 
beard some of the remarks from gentlemen over here on the right. 
I happen to be almost an extreme Northern man, living within 90 miles 
of the bordeTS of a foreign country; and when I listened to my friend 
from Wisconsin [Mr. LA FoLLETTE] and the gentleman who has just 
concluded [Mr. LoDGE] I thought perhaps it might not be out of place 
for me to say something in a kind~y sort of a way in relation to this case. 

Mr. Speaker, I have studied this record; I have studied the report, 
and I am not talking from a Southern standpoint, but I am talking 
from the standpoint of an American citizen. When yon gentlemen 
on the other side of the Holl8e proclaim to the world, as I heard yon 
do yesterday and the day before and to-day, that yon are the guard
ians of the whole colored ra{le. I, for one, as a citizen, want to enter 
my protest at once. Yon are the guardians of the colored race, are 
you? Yon desire to take care of the Southern people? Why I want 
to call your attention to the fact that your party was never an abolition 
party until theabolition of slavery became an accomplished fact by the 
result of the proclamation issued by Mr. Lincoln. Now, deny that 
record if you can. Yon can not do it. It was not until the abolitioh 
of slavery became an accomplished fact that yon gentlemen became 
the .guardians of the colored people ofth:is country; that is, the assumed 
guardians. Therefore, I say yon were not abolitionistB; and yon are 
not entitled to any credit for this colored vot-e that yon are getting. 

But yon say that yon emancipated the slaves, do yon? Yes, I think 
you did.- What for? Yon did it to get 800,000 Republican votes and 
to break what you call to-day the "solid South." That is what you 
did it for. Well, yon have not succeeded. 

Now, yon are here to-day with an election case, and you ask that a 
colored man, simply because of his color, shall be declared entitled to 
a seat on this floor. God knows the highest law that I know is the 
Constitution of my country, my own conscience, and the Jaws as I un
derstand them. But when yon tell me that this man is entitled to a 
seat on this floor in the face of the record that yon make, I simply say 
it is not true. Yon ask me to vote for a man convicted of bribery, 
convicted in the courtB of his own State. Now, takethatrecord home 
to yourselves, and satisfy your conscience, if yon can, by voting to seat 
this man as a member of this House. 

Now, I do not desire to take up much of the time of the House to
day, but when yon speak to me about gerrymandering districtB-and 
I saw a map hanging up in front of the desk which was a curiosity in 
its way a.s showing how they gerrymander in South Carolina-! say 
when yon talk about gerrymandering Congressional districts you must 
permit me to say that it is a practice which is not confined to one po
litical party, nor to one section of the country. Why, bless your heart, 
sir, in the extreme Northern State of Michigan, from which I come, I 
can show yon on a map a Congressional district 220 miles long w:rd 
only 7 miles wide. [Laughter and applause.] 

A MEMBER. Only 7 miles in one place? 
Mr. TARSNEY. Yes, sir. 
A MEMBER. Where is that? 
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Mr. 'l'.A.RSNEY. Why, it is in the Tenth district of :Michigan. · 
Mr. ALLEN, of bfichigan. Tell us why it is so-that God made the 

waters there. 
Mr. TARSNEY. God made no mistake, but the people did, when 

they sent peopl.e like you to represent them in the State Legislature 
which enacted these get;_rymandered districts. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Michigan. These districts in :Michigan are made 
up of contiguou territory. 

Mr. TARSNEY. Ye, I understand they are quite contiguous and 
very elongated. [Laughter.] 

!tfr. ALLEN, of Michigan. You can not divide a wwn or county !ln
der the law in Michigan. 

Mr. TARSNEY. No, we do not divide towns or representative dis-
tricts, I know; but the gerrymander is all the same. -

Mr. ALLEN, of MichiJ:tan. My district consists of four counties 
which lie almost in a. square. . _ 

1\Ir. TARSNEY. That district has been gerrymandered in order that 
you may hold your seat on this floor. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CUTCHEON. You can not say that when he has stated his 
district is almost a square, and is composed of four counties. 

1\Ir. TARSNEY. Yes, I understand it is a hollow square. [Laugh
ter.] 

Mr. CUTCHEON. Solid as a. square can be under the circum
stances. 

Mr. TARSNEY. I understand your district, too, general. [Laugh
ter.] 

Mr. CUTCHEON. It is a. solid district. 
1\'lr. TARSNEY. Yes; they are careless there. They do not care 

who they are electing. [Laughter.] I hope, 1\lr. Speaker, this will 
not be taken out of my time. 

Mr. CUTCHEON. My friend seems to be agreeing with us. 
Mr. TARSNEY. I hope this will not be taken out of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Gentlemen will take their seats and 

order will be preserved in the HaJJ. 
Mr. TA.RSNEY. Now, Mr. Speaker, I am entirely sick of this talk 

about a frea ballot and a fair count. [Laughter.] There is altogether 
too much of it. You ca.n not talk about a free ballot and a fair count 
in the Southern Stares where the laws areas rigid as in New Jersey and 
Michigan. 

Mr. KEAN. I beg the gentleman's pardon. 
Mr. TARSNEY. You need not beg my pardon; there is no occasion 

ror it. [Laughter.] 
I wish to say to you, and to bear testimQUy to it as a personal wit

ness, that born in that State, having lived there, I have seen as much 
bulldozing at the polls in Michigan. ~ I ever saw depicted on any page 
of paper in this House. 

1\Ir. GUENTHER. Then why did you do it? 
;M.r. TARSNEY. You Republicans were the folks who did it, and 

yet you talk about a free ballot and a fair count! r can find you men 
employed in factories marched up to the polls and compelled to vote 
the ticket banded to them. It was a question of a.n empty stomach 
instead of~ shotgun. [Laughter and applause.] 

A MEMBER. It 4:1 everywhere. 
Mr. TARSNEY. Yes, it is everywhere amongst you Republicans. 

[Laughter.] I want to see the time come when every citizen, white 
and black, can go to the polls and vote in absolq.te freedom, without 
intimidation, without interference on the part of employers. [Ap
platlSe.] 

Mr. CUTCHEON. Tha~ is good doctrine. 
Mr. TARSNEY. But I know it is 'not so in the North, and I pre

sume it is not so in the South. [Laughter.] Oh! I want to be fair to 
you gentlemen. But when you come to classify and draw sectional 
lines between the North and theSouth I~ you are doing that which 
is positively and absolutely dishonest. 

Now, when you argue and ask me to vote to seat this man ove.r here, 
who I am entirely satisfied was noil elected, I will not do it. You 
can take it to your own consciences, I will not take it to mine. [Ap
plauLe.] 

[Here th'3 hammer fell.] 
'Mr. ROWELL. I now yie1 d one minute of my time to my colleague 

from I.linois [Mr. PLmrn]. 
Mr. PLUMB. I ask recognition, Mr. Speaker, simply for the pur

pose of requesting unanimous consent to insert in the RECORD my re-
111ark.s upon this subject. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. If there be no objection,:the gentleman 
will be permitted to do so. 

'l'bere was no objection. 
Mr. ROWELL. I now ask unanimous consent that any member 

who desires to do so may have leave to print rem..arks upon this case. 
Mr. ANDERSON, of illinois. I object. 
l\fr. ROWELL. Mr. Speaker, in the remarks submitted by me in 

the opening of this discussion I confined myself strictly to the facts 
contained iu the evidence and in the law as applicable to it. Imagine, 
then, my surprise when my friend from South Carolina [:P.Ir. HEMP
HILL] charged me, of all other men, with having started a tirade of 
abuse agairu!t the South ! Imagine my further surprise when he, rep-

rimanding me for conduct of which I was not guilty, spent forty min
utes in the discussion of the question entirely ouU:iide and beyond the 
record, and neglected to say a single word about the fucts of the case 
now about to be decided by the votes of this body! 

I want, Mr. Sp aker, in the few minutes :remru.ning to me, to call 
the attention of the House back to the cold, naked facts as they are 
shown by the record in this case. Mr. Elliott was declared to be 
elected by a majority of 532 votes. In order to reach that result 152 
votes cast for him and 2,010 votes cast for Smalls had to be rejected. 
Adding the 152 votes cast for Elliott to his majority it makes 684 votes. 
Deduct that from 2,010 and it leaves Smalls with an actual majority 
of the votes cast amounting to 1,326. If, in addition to that, yon 
take the 441 votes, the correction of the precincts where the ballot
boxes were tampered with, as shown by the evidence, you incr&ISe his 
majority to 1,767. If you dedu.ct from that the 100 votes and over 
cast for Elliott in DARGAN's district, you make the majority nearly 
1,900. 

Now, then, it bas been in isted by the gentlemen representing the 
majority of the committ-ee that three districts or precincts in Beaufort 
County ought to be rejected because of intimidation. These three pre
cincts cast 646 majority for Robert Smalls. If you take this number 
from the 1,326 votes, his majority of the actual votes put into the bal
lot-boxes, it still leaves Smalls with a majority of 580. It is however 
insisted that the Gadsden precinct, where the polls were not opened 
until an hour atter the time prescribed~by law, should be deducted. 
Take away, then. the 451 votes cast at Gadsden precinct, and it still 
leaves Robert Smalls a majority of 129; and while not one of these votes 
ought to be deducted under the evidence in this case ap.d the law gov
erning it, there is not another vote in all the list that has the semblance 
of an excuse in the law or in the fact for being deducted. The 212 in 
Santeewheretbere was no barricade erected is twenty times, nearly, off
set by the Democratic precincts where there were no barricades erected. 
The law requires the counting of the votes notwithstanding the fact 
that there was no barricade, and there is no variableness in the decis
ions of the court upon that law. 

This conclusion, Mr. Speaker, or this calculation, leaves Robert 
Smalls with 129 majority, deducts everything claimed on the other 
side, except the Santee precinct and the Sandy Island precinct, where 
they had mistaken a notice and declare tlmt that is rejected because 
the notice did not make a claim; but by reading the notice they :find 
that they are mistaken in that-! say that this deducts everything 
that can possibly be questioned and still leaves Smalls 129 majority. 
But there is just as much reason for throwing out the 646 votes in the 
three Ben.ufort precincts as there is for throwing out every Republican 
vote cast in South Carolina and no more. 

I call the attention of this House to the fact that with the exception 
of one witness, no man, a voter, has come upon the witness stand and 
sworn that be was prevented from voting the Democratic ticket. No 
man has come upon thewitnessstand and sworn thathewascompelled 
to vote the Republican ticket. There is the evidence of opinion; there 
is the evidence of loud denunciatory talk on both sides, extending back 
over a period of years, but that is all. It isafactthatthecoloredpeo
ple of South Carolina do not rest very easy under the yoke of disfran
chisement, which they believe bas been placed upon them, nor have 
they been altogether patient with a colored man who would lie down 
upon the ground and allow his neck to be trampled upon. 

But when yoq. come to the question of whether a man bas been pre
vented from voting through fear, you have failed to :find a single man, 
save one, who will come upon the stand and swear to it; and you have 
been obliged t:> go outside oftbe county to find your evidence. Now, 
the whole of this case is this: The law says the voter shall do every
thing :required of him to be done in order to constitute himself a voter; 
and shall go further and attempt to deposit his ballot. If he does all 
these things, then nothing else shall prevent the counting of his ballot. 
The voters here have done all required of them; but you. have inter
posed technical objections to the conduct of the election; not objections 
to the ·conduct of the voter, but objections to the conduct of the officers 
of the law-the party friends of the contestee. When you reject a 
case on a technicality of misprision, the fault of the officer of the law, 
you violate every legal precedent. You can do it possibly with your 
possession of the courts, by the power th:1.t you have, under the high
handed manner you defy precedents of law, when you reject tho vote, 
not for the fault of the voter, but on account of fault of the officer of 
the law. 

There is not a precinct, not one, outside of the question of intimida
tion, but that has been rejected by this committee, not on account of 
the fault of the voter, but on account of the fault of the officer; and 
if this House shall vote 1\Ir. Elliott entitled to retain his seat and Mr. 
Smalls not entitled to receive his rights, they will do it upon the 
proposition of a law that the neglect of an officer shall work to the 
detriment of the voter. There is no other proposition in it. The 
whole argument on the other side of the House, so far as that argu
ment has touched the fact, in this case, has been based upon that false 
proposition of law unsustained anywhere by any creditable authority. 
The whole argument, I say, has been based upon that proposition of 
law, and it has no legs to stand upon by the adjudication of any re--• 
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spectablo court. Now, .Afr. Spe1ker, having said this, I ask the privi
lege for myself of extending ruy remarl.."S. 

The SPEA.KEH. p1·o tempore. The gentleman from lllinois asks unan
imous consent to extend his remarks in the RECORD. Is there objec
tion? The Chair hears none, and the request is granted. 

Mr. CRISP. I ask what time is remaining to this side? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Thirty-five minutes 1·emain to the gen

tleman from Georgia, and five minutes remain to the gentleman from 
illinois. [Cries of ' 1 Vote ! " "Vote ! "] 

Mr. CRISP. If the gentleman desires to take that time, qe can t!lke 
it now. [After a pause.] '£he gentleman does not want to take it. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope it will not be found necessary to detain the 
House so long as thirty minutes, but I deem it proper that some 
reply should be made to remarks on the other side reflecting to some 
extent upon my people, and necessary that I should devote atew words 
to t.he refutation of statements of the gentleman from illinois [Mr. 
RowELL], which I think are wholly unsustained by tho record in this 
case. 

Naw, l\Ir. Speaker, we ba-ve beard a great deal from the other side 
of the House on the subject of elections in the South. The gentlemen 
over there seem to feel a great interest in this subject. They seem to 
feel they are especially commissioned to look into .such matters, and 
they relish greatly partisan newspaper accounts that they see from time 
to time, stating that great outrages are committed in the South, and 
that the election officers in that part of the country.do not make honest 
returns. Now, Mr. Speaker, speaking for myself and for the State I 
have the honor in part to represent, I want to say there is nothing in 
any practice there, there is nothing in any election law there: there is 
nothing that takes place preceding or during an election there respect
ing a free ballot and a fair count that is not as perfectly fair, as per
fectly honest, and as perfectly honorable as are the laws and practices 
in auy State in the Union. -

Mr. REED. What dC\ you think about South Carolina? 
?lfr. CRISP. Now, gentlemen on the other side point to the small 

vote in Georgia as an evidence of intimidation tbe:re. They do not 
point to one particle of evidence; they do not produce the statement 
of a single man; they do not point to a contest in this House from the 
State of Georgia where t.hero is a particle of sworn testimony that elec
tions are not as free and as fair there as in any State of the Union. 
But, sir, simply because the representatives from Georgia receive but 
few votes at the polls that State is selectecl and its representatives arc 
singled out to be held up to the people of the North as evidence that 
intimidation exists throughout the South. Mr. Speaker, in Georgia 
we have many elections. In most St.ates all the State, county, and Fed
eral officers are elected at the same time; this is not the casein Georgia. 
We elect a :rovernor and members of the Legislature in October. We 
elect members of Congress in November. We elect all the county of· 
fleers who are to manage our county affairs the following January. At 
each of these elections where there is a contest between the pa:t:ties or 
individuals there is a numerically respectable vote polled. But at elec
tions where a candidate bas no opposition, where there is no contest, the 
vote is small. When there is a contest for the nomination the vote is 
large. When there is a contest before the people for county officers, 
the1·e being as a general thing no party nomination, the vote is large. 
When there is an election where there is no opposition in a local elec
tion the vote is small. 

But I sayt{) you that the reason why it is small is the fact that there 
is no opposition. C'...entlemen marvel at that. Gentlemen say they do 
not understand that. It is simply because gentlemen do not under
stand the situation in the South; and, my Republicrui friends, you do 
not seem to want to understand it. You see some statement in a par
tisan newspaper of the political situation in the South, and whenever 
that statement charges or intimates that the white people of the South 
have done anything to impl'operly influence the colored voters you un
hesitatingly accept it as true. Wherever we present to you, as we do 
in this record, sworn testimony of reputable members of society, black 
and white, Republicans and Democrats, of the intimidation of the 
Democratie colored man by the Republican colored man, you lean back 
in your seats, complacently smile, and say you do not believe it is 
true. Why, Mr. Speaker, take the district in Georgia represented by 
my friend Mr. BARNES. The first time he was a candidate for Con
gress he was nominated by the Democratic party. The convention of 
the Republican party met for the purpose of making a nomination and 
adopted a resolution showing they were satisfied with the Democratic 
nominee, and they would nominate nobody against him. 

Now, that is not hearsay; that is a. fact. The result of that was all 
the votes that were polled were polled for Major BARNES, and he was 
elected. Who has got the right to complain of it if the Republican 
party in that district are satisfied? Take the district I have the honor 
to represent. Take the vote cast at the election for Con~rress in 1886 
which is the vote that bas been paraded all over the co~try as going 
to show that the colored people in that district are intimidated. What 
are the facts about it? I was nominated by the Democratic party. The 
Republican party made no nomination against me. There was no can
didate before the people but myself. No other officer was to be then 
elected. There were no local contests to bring out the voters. For 

nearly twenty years uo Republican had gone through my State or my 
district to discuss political questions- before the people. There have 
been none of those political discussions between the candidates of the 
parties which arouse and excite people and make each party try to excel 
the other in numbers at tbe polls. 

.Mr. REED. Why is tbat? 
Mr. CRISP. The result was that in some counties in that distrid 

they did not open the poll at all. · 
M.r. REED. Why is it that there is no political interest in your 1 

1-egion? 
l'llr. CRISP. There was not, Mr. Speaker, at that election a single 

vote polled against me. Now, I am very sure that no gentleman here 
with whom I am acquainted or who is acquainted with me--

Mr. REED (interposing). Why is it that there is no political dis
cussion there? 

Mr. CRISP (continuing). Will say that my character as a "bull
dozer'' is such that it would prevent a single individual from going to 
the polls and recording his vote against me. The trouble with you 
gentlemen is, that you want to believe-

1\fr. ALLEN, of Michigan. Oh, no. . 
Mr . . CRISP. The trouble is that you want t::> believe that the Dem

ocratic party at the South is doing somethj.ng wrong. The trouble is 
about this: After the war, the result of which freed the colored man, 
you felt that he was bound to you body and soul forever. You felt that 
he could be used as an ignorant voter who would go blindly to the polls 
at your bidding, and send men here that you might use to vote as you 
wanted them to vote. But when you found out that the colored men 
in the South, the great majority of them, were not politicians, that they 
cared but Tery little which party was in power, that they were utterly 
indifferent to many of the ~reat issues which excited people at the 
North, that they were not Republicans from principle-when you found 
that out, then you began at once to see that something must be done. 
You said, "Here is a vast mass of Toters that we expected to hold in
definitely for the favors we had rendered them. These voters have 
ceased to sustain us. What is the reason of it? What is to be done?'' 

Mr. REED. That is what we would like to know. 
:M:r. CRISP. Then, my friends, ''some busy and insinuating rogue, 

some cogging cozening slave, to get some office," devised the slander 
that bas been circulated among the people of the North. 

Mr. ADAMS. Are there no Republicans in sentiment in your diS-
trict? 

Mr. CRISP. Why, M'.r. Speaker, if I had the time-
M:r. ALLEN, of Michigan. We will give you the time. 
Mr. CRISP. If I had the time I could tell you of the condition of 

the Republican party in Georgia, and you would see and realize why 
the present state of affairs exists there. 

Mr. ADAMS. Are they in fact Republicans, though? 
Mr. CRISP. I could show you that the Republican party met in 

convention some years ago, composed ·largely of colored people with 
some small minority of whites, and fell out among themselves about 
the division of the offices of the convention, who should be president, 
who should be secretary, and so on, and resolved to divide and to · 
abandon each other; and, although you may not realize it, it is liter
ally true, that since the Federal office-holders, who were Republicans, 
went out of office in Georgia there has been no Republican organiza
tion there except the one which they keep Ul) to send delegates to con
ventions to nominate the Republican candidates for tbe Presidency. 
[Laughter and applause on the Democratic side.] That is about all 
that they publicly do, and perhaps it would not become me to state 
the inducement they have to do that. Pardon al!other personal allu
sion. 

There is a gentleman upon the :floor, a gentleman of whose existence 
I had no knowled~e up to the time I saw his remarks in the RECORD, 
a gentleman whom I did not know even by sight, who, I found on my 
return from home last summer (where I had gone to see a sick child), 
bad printed in the REcoRD during my absence, and, I presume, had 
delivered on the floor, a speech in which he arraigned my district and 
myself and the Speaker of this House upon charges and statements that 
were absolutely-inaccurate. I believe that is a parliamentary word. 
[Laughter.] I refer to a gentleman from Ohio named KENNEDY, from 
whom my friend from South Carolina [Mr. HEMPHILL] quoted here 
to-Oay. That gentleman says in a spe-ech delivered on tb~ 12th day of 
July, 1888: 

One thousand seven hundred and fourvoteselectMr. CRISP, Democrat, to tbis 
floor from Georgia, while 43,890 votes elect Mr. BYNUllf, Democrat, from Indiana; 
in other words, it woutd seem as if one Democrat in Georgia. is as powerful at 
the ballot-box as twenty-five Democrats in Indian&. 

And, as if to emphasize the infamy of this glaring and almost unspeakable 
outrage upon the ballot-boxes of the land, Mr. CRISP, of Georgia, who comes 
here after having suppressed almost the entire voting population of his own dis
trict, is, by the Democratic Speaker of tbis House, placed at the head of the Com
mittee on Elections, to sit upon the election and qualification of every other 
member of this House. Could the irony of infamy and outrage go further than 
this_ 

Now, Mr. Speaker, it is charitable to say that the gentleman from 
Ohio was ignorant on the subject which he was talking about. Every 
member of this House knows, or ought to know-! ought to acquit 
the gentleman from Ohio from knowing, because his statement other· 
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wise would be malicious-every other member of this House knows f Mr. MILLIKEN. Nothing of the kind; but when the gentleman 
that the Speaker of the House did not appoint the Committee on Elec· desires to quote the record of the Republican party in its relation to 
tions. Every otlter member knows that the Committee on Elections the negro, be bad better go back and quote the whole record, and see 
of this Congress was elected by the Representatives on the floor. where be stands t.ben. 

Mr. CUTCHEON. I presume the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. KEN- Mr. CRISP. Well, my friend, if I should quote the whole of the 
NEDY] relied on the Journal of the House, and was thus led intoamis- record it would bring the blush of shame--
take. Mr. MILLIKEN. Upon your face, not ours. 

Mr. CRISP. I bad a right to presume that he ought to know what Mr. CRISP. Upon the face of every patriotic member of the party 
takes place before his eyes. It appears that lle does not. Now, what for which the gentleman speaks. 
I want to ask you is if he does not know what takes place here where Mr. MILLIKEN. If your party can stand np without the blush of 
he can see it, how does he know what takes place in Georgia where per- shame--
haps he bas never been? (Laughter and applause on the Democratic Mr. CRISP. Mr. Speak~r. in the long history of parties in this conn-
side.] try there bas never been one that has made so many professions and 

Now, I suppose the gentleman recklessly made that statement to promises which it failed to keep, and there bas never been a party 
send home to arouse and inflame the people of his district. That kind which committed, under the shibboleth of ''God and morality,'' so 
of a statement- many outrages upon the free institutions of the United States. [Ap-

Mr. KENNEDY. Will the gentleman permit me a moment? plause on the Democratic side.] 
Mr. CRISP. Certainly. Mr. MILLIKEN. Well, if we bad not taken great pains with your 
Mr. KENNEDY. Is it not a fact that the Speaker of this House party we would not have bad so many free citizens in the South to-

~::elected :first tho committee himself, and that afterward when his case day. [Applause on the Republican side.] 
came for contest before this House-- [Cries of "Oh, no!"] :Mr. CRISP. Now, Mr. Speaker, I stated, and that seemed to excite 

:Mr. KENNEDY. And that afterward when his case came for con- the ire of the gentleman from Maine--
test before this Honse, be came in and asked the House to select the Mr. MILLIKEN. Ob, no; I am not at all excited; yon appear to be. 
committe~, be having :first himself in his own room chosen it, and that Mr. CRI~P. That it was the Republican party that took from the 
the Democratic side of this Chamber simply ratified the selection colored people in the District of Columbia the right of suffrage. 
which the Speaker of the House bad already made. (Applause on the Mr. MILLIKEN. What did we give them in return? 
Republican side. Cries of ''Oh, no!" on the Democratic side.] Mr. CRISP. And in doing tbis-'-

Mr. CRISP. Now, Mr. Spe.aker, that applause is an evidence of the Mr. LODGE. Is that all we did? Was it taken from the white 
feeling on that side of the House on any question which comes up here people here? 
touching elections in the South. Gentlemen over there have applauded Mr. CRISP. Mr. Speaker, it was the teachings of this same party 
a statement which every man on that side who knows anything about which prompted the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. LoDGE] aud 
the history of this Congress knows is untrue. [Applause on the Dem- the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. MASON] on the floor of the American 
ocratic side.] House of Hepresentatives to say that they believe it is a right and proper 

Mr. KENNEDY. Will the gentleman bear · with me a moment thing to station troops in the States at the po1ls. 
again? Mr. LODGE. To preserve order. 

Mr. CRISP. Well, of course, if it bears on this question. This is Mr. CRISP. To have a fair and free election. 
a question of fact. · 1\Ir. LODGE. Yes; we do. 

Mr. KENNEDY. A single word. I want to ask you this ques- Mr. MILLIKEN. If we can not have it in any other way. We can 
tion: Even if it were true that the Speaker of the Honse of Represent- not do it in any other way in your country. 
ati ves did not place you on the Committee on Elections-yon who were Mr. CRISP. Mr. Speaker, let me read to the House a resolution 
chosen by 1,70-l votes-the smallest vote that electedanyman to a seat adopted by the British House of Parliament one hundred and tbirliy 
on this floor-is it not true that the Democratic members on your side years ago, when troops were stationed at the polls in England, as the 
of the House chose you as chairman of that committee, ratifying an in- gentleman from Massachusetts now wants to have them stationed at 
famy which I denounced on this floor and which I denounce now? the polls in America in order to have, as be claims, "a free and fair 
(Applause on the Republican side.] election:" 

Mr. CRISP. Mr. Speaker, I was not proposing to enter into any con- At an election held for member of Parliament for Westminster over 
troveray with the gentleman from Ohio as to what the House did. My one hundred and thirty years ago, by order of three magistrates a body 
point was this: That here was a gentleman considered by his own peo- of English troops were marched up and halted in the church-yard at . 
pie in Ohio a fit representative to send to Congress-a gentleman who, St. Paul, Covent Garden, Yery near the polls where the balloting w~ 
I am informed, has been lieutenant-governor of that great State. He proceeding. Upon being intormed of this fact by the Speaker, the 
comes here to the House as a representative, and either through igno- House of Commons passed unanimously the following resolution: 
r.tnce (and ignorance of the grossest characterj or through malice, he That the presence of a. regular body of armed soldiers at an election of mem· 
Seeks to not only misrepresent me, but to misrepresent the distin.,anished hers to serve in Parliament is a high infringement of the liberties of the subject, 

a. manifest violation of the freedom of elections, and an open defiance of the 
gentleman who presides over the deliberations of this House. (Ap- laws and constitution of this kingdom. 
planse on the Democratic side.] That is the charge that is made against [Applause on tbe Democratic side. J 
the gentleman. Why, Mr. Speaker, I have no doubt this speech was The gentleman from Massachusetts, under the teachings of the Re-

. circulated over the district of the gentleman; and I have no doubt those publican party, has brought himself to believe that consistently with 
people believe to-day that what was stated in those 1·emarks was true. the Constitution under which we live, consistently with the form ol 
Everybodybereknowsthatthatportion ofitisinaccnrate. Everybody government which our fathers founded, troops can be brought to the 
who is at all acquainted with affairs in Georgia knows that the other po1ls to secure free elections. Sir, the great men of Masrachusetts in 
portion of it is inaccurate. It seems to me that a common sense of jus- the past, if living to-day, would blush-ay, blush for that great State 
tice would suggest to the gentleman that the people of a State when when one of her .Representatives on this floor makes such an utterance 
accused of crime should have the same right accorded to them that is as that. [Applause on the Democratic ~de.] 

· accorded to an individual by all law and in every court on earth-that is Now, sir, a word about the pending case. Your Committee on Elec-
the right to be presumed innocen.t until the charge is proven. tions have endeavored to try this case according to the evidence. The 

Mr. KENNEDY. Will the gentleman permit me to · ask him one minority of the Committee on Elections, in presenting their report to 
more question? this House, have at the very outset bid defiance to all the rules of evi-

Mr. CRISP. I think from my experience and observation of the gen- dence and n:ll the rules that ought to govern the action of a committea 
tleman's conduct-- of this body in presenting a case for the consideration of the House. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Just one more question. They begin by quoting an article from a newspaper, and assume tocall 
Mr. CRISP. I had better not have any more controversy with him. that evidence. They end by reading upon the floor of the House ex
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. McCREARY). The gentleman from tracts from newspapers, and they ask you to call that evidence. The 

Georgia declines to yield. gentleman from Massachusett<; [Mr. LoDGE] gives yon his opinion as 
1\Ir. CRISP. Now, Mr. Speaker, I want to say something in con- to what condition of affairs exists in South Carolina. Let me call your 

elusion about the points in this case, just a few words. Before doing attention to the evidence in tlte case and give you the opinion of another 
so I want to say that the extreme anxiety of gentlemen on the other gentleman from Massachusetts, a gentleman whose opinion-and I can 
side of the House to do some kindness or some favor to the negro, when say it with the utmost respect for the gentlem~n from Massachusetts 
he does not live in their community or their own neighborhood, is un- [Mr. LODGE] sitting here-a gentleman whose opinion on this question 
derstood of all men who know anything about public affairs in the is far more valuable, because he now lives in the district in South Caro
past. Every man at all acquainted with the legislation of Congress lina where this election was held, and knows whereof he S}Jeaks. The 
knows that it was the Republican party that took away from the col- Representative from Massachusetts [Mr. LODGE] from newspapers 
ored man in the District of Columbia the right to vote. gathers his facts. The other gentleman from Massacbusett<; tells what 

1\Ir. MILLIKEN. But who freed him in the District of Columbia? he sees. TbeRepresentativefrom Massachusetts [Mr. I"oDGE] eays that 
Mr. CRISP. The gentleman is one of those who act upon th~ mis- fraud and outrage were committed by the white people in the Seventh 

taken and erroneous idea that the influence and force of past favors are district of South Carolina. The other gentleman from Massachusetts, 
greater upon the colored man than the aqticipation and hope of favors Mr. Cole, testifies in this record: 
that are to come. That he was born at Woburn, Mass.; graduated at Harvard in 1862; movedt<) 
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South Carolina. in 18fl3 • was Government superintendent of a.bandon~d lands 
during the war, and hM resided twenty-one years on Ladies' Island, Beaufort 
County, South Carolina.; that ordinarily-

And I want to can your attention specially to this-
he is the only white voter on the island; that in 1886 the total vote was 206, of 
which 11 were cast by white men, and that contesta.nt got 129, and conte~tee 
77 · that Ladies' Island Jies between Beaufort and St. Helena. Island, and IS 1 
mile from Beaufort ; that most of the colored voters are land-owners and tax
payers, and since 1886---

'l.'hat should be 1876. It is a misprint-
have ha<»a general tendency to vot-e th~ Democratic ticket in c<?nsequence of 
reduction of taxation by the Democrats, Improvement of the pub he schools, and 
general security of their rights; that after the mass meeting at Beaufort in <;>c
tobc r 1886 which the Ladies' Island Democratic Club attended, and of which 
accou'nts a~·e elsewhere given, most determined efforts were made by theRe
llublica n leaders to break up this club; that a. club of women was organized to 
beat all men voting the Democratic ticket, and that many threate were made 
against Democratic men and women. 

Now listen to this: 
That it had been announced that contestee would speak on the island the day 

before the election; but in consequence of many threats that he would not be 
allowed to speak, the meeting was abandoned, although contestee was ready 
and anxious to attend. 

The conservative people of the island, in view of the outrageous con
duct of the Republican leaders, insisted that Colonel Elliott should 
not go there to speak, because of the fear of bloodshed that would tal
low from the violence of the Republicans. 

That prior to the election the Democratic voters were in a slate of fear for their 
personal safety, and that th~re would spec~allr be trouble on el.ect~on day. 

That in consequence of thiS, deponent distributed Democratic t1ckets on the 
night before the election himself-staid all night with many of the voters at a 
house near the polls, so as to quiet their fears, and that all were instructed to 
be early at the polls, so as to vote as soon as the polls were OJ?en, and .to take 
Republican tickets from the runners for that party • . That durmg electwn day 
many women were near the polls, q.rmed with sticks, making a good deal of 
noise and disturbance, threatening talk, cm·sing, threats of what ought to be 
done and would be done with Democrats; that a .Republican runner jerked 
from the hand of a voter a Democratic ticket which deponent had given him; 
that early in the campai~n deponent bad good reason to believe that Democrats 
would carry the poll, but that in consequence of this intimidation "numbers 
that intended voting the Democratic ticket did not vote at all, and others voted 
tbe Republican ticket." That the Democrats were specially fearful of trouble 
after the polls were closed, and many left the polls on that account, and for a 
month after the election many did not dare go out at night, and some so con
tinued up to the date of witness's deposition; that in every contest !Jetwe~n the 
parties for ten years past some Democrat had been beaten; that It reqmred a 
great deal of nerve and courage, not only on Ladies' Island, but at Beaufort and 
St. Helena (or Brick Church} for a colored man to admit that he was a Demo
crat, and that be knew that many throughout Beaufort County were prevented 
from vot.ing the Democratic ticket. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. Do you vouch for that man's state-
ment? _ 

M:r. CRISP. I put against the unsworn statement of M:r. LoDGE, 
of Massachusetts, the sworn statement of Mr. Cole, of Massachusetts. 
The question for the House to determine is which it will accept. Will 
yon accept the unsworn partisan statement of a Representative from 
Mass:.1chusetts or will you accept the unimpeached, sworn evidence of 
this man from Massachusetts? 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. Will you answer me one question? 
[Cries of "Sit down!" on the Democratic side.] 

Mr. CRISP. But, Mr. Speaker--. 
Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. I simply want to ask one question. 

[Cries of" Sit down!" on the Democratic side.] 
Mr. CRISP. Mr. Speaker--
Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. Will you vouch for your witness? 
Mr. CRISP. The gentleman from Indiana has found it necessary to 

emulate tbe tactics of Smalls [applause on the Democratic side], and 
will not allow me to proceed to make my speech. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, oflndiana. Will the gentleman vouch for the wit
ness whose testimony he has read? [Cries of ''Sit down!" on the 
Democratic side.] 

Mr. CRISP. '£he gentleman from Indiana addressed the House the 
other day upon this case. I was much amused foroneatthe earnestness 
and zeal with which he plead, as he claimed, for a fair and free elec
tion. In view of what has taken place in that gentleman's State, I was 
very much amused. [Cries of" Blocks of five!"] It occurs to me that 
coming from a State where such methods are resorted to as those sug
gested in the celebrated "blocks-of-five letter" [loud applause on the 
Democratic side J it might be well for the gen tlcman to purify things at 
home before he bee:anlookingabroad. [.Applause.] Mr. Speaker--

Mr. BOUTELLE. Why do you not depict? 
Mr. CHEADLE. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a ques-

tion? 
Mr. CRISP. Mr. Speaker--
blr. CHEADLE. .Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a ques

tion? 
Mr. CRISP. I will not~ 
Mr. CHEADLE. Then why do you talk of Indiana? It has noth

ing at all to do with this case. You have made a charge against the 
State of Indiana. [Cries of "Sit down!" on the Democratic side.] 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The time of the gentleman from Georgia 
has expired. 
t Mr. CRISP. I desire to have the attention of the House-- [Cries 
of" Regular order!" on the Republican side.] It is hardly justtome 

to be taken off the floor by turmoil. My time has been consumed by 
interruptions and turmoil; and I insist that I have the right to be heard. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. I hope the House will let the gen
tleman go on until he shall have completed his statement. [Cries of 
''Regular order!'' on the Democratic side.] 
. The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Sergeant-at-Arms will proceed to 
enforce order. 

The Sergeant-at-A1·ms proceeded to request members to take their 
seats. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. I want to ask [cries of "Regular 
order!,] unanimous consent--

Several MEliiBERS on the Democratic side. I object. 
Mr. CRISP. I only want to say one word--
Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. I hope that the gentleman from Geor

gia will be allowed to proceed in his-- [Cries of " Regular order P' 
on the Democratic side.] · 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The time of the gentleman from Geor
gia has expired. [Cries of ''Vote!'' ''Vote!''] 

M:r. CRISP. My time was taken away fi·om me by gentlemen on the 
other side. Itwas taken away by the boisterous conduct on the other 
side of the House. [Cries of "Regular order!" on the Republican 
side.] 

M:r. DAVIS. I hope the gentleman from Georgia will have such time 
given him as he has lost by interruption. [Cries of "Reguiar order !" 
on the Democratic side.] 

11Ir. CRISP. Well, Mr. Speaker, I demand the previous question. 
[Applause.] 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Tho gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 
CRISP] demands the previous question. 

:Mr. ROWELL. On t.he resolution and on the substitute, I suppose? 
Mr. CRISP. I believe that by an order of the House heretofore 

made the previous question is now ordered. 
Mr. ROWELL. The previous qustion is ordered, and I suppose the 

vote comes now on the substitute. 
Mr. CRISP. On that I demand the yeas and nays. 
M:r. ROWELL. I demand the yeas and nays also. 
Mr. CRISP. I would like to have accorded to me the same privi

lega that was accorded to my. friend from Illinois [:Mr. RowELL], but 
I promise now that I will put nothing in the RECORD ext.::ept extracts 
from the evidence. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. If you will let us put in the answer 
to your speech we will agree to that. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from Georgia? 

Mr. HAUGEN aud others objected. 
Mr. OUTHW .A.ITE. That is right. You are afraid of the record. 
:Mr. W .A.SHINGTON. That is right. It is just like your conduct 

all through. You will not let a man either talk or print. 
Mr. LODGE (to Mr. CRISP). The gentleman from Indiana is entitled 

to that courtesy. • _ 
Mr. CRISP. He is not entitled to it. He is an interloper. 
Mr. LODGE. He is entitled to the same courtesy that you ;ue en-

titled to. 
Mr. CRISP. He is an interloper. 
[Cries of "Regular order!" on the Democratic side.] 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will now report the substi

tute. 
11fr. BUCKALEW. Before that is done, Mr. Speaker, I ask the at

tention of the Chair for one moment--
Mr. ROWELL (interposing). I ask unanimous consent ihat the 

gentleman from Georgia [Mr. CRISP] may have leave to extend his 
remarks, and I hope that nobody on this side will object. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from· illinois? 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
Mr. ROWELL. Now, Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for 

any member of the House to publish remarks on this case. 
Mr. COBB aud others objected. 1 
Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. Now, :Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 

consent that I may be allowed to print remarks in answer to the fling 
which the gentleman has made at the State of Indiana. 

Mr. O'FERRALL. I object. 
[Loud cries of "Regular order!" on the Democratic side.] 
Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. Who objects? 
Mr. O'FERR.ALL (rising). I object, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. OWEN. Mr. Speaker, is it too late to enter an objection now 

against the consent given for the chairman of the committee [Mr. 
CRISP] to extend his remarks in the RECORD? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is. 
Mr. OWEN. Then there is a hereafter on unanimous consents. 
Mr. LANE. I call for the regular order. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question now is on the substitute. 
Mr. REED. 1.fr. Speaker, I ask the House to list-en to me for one 

moment. The gentleman from Georgia [l\1r. CRISP] asked permission 
to extend his remarks and objection was made unless permission should 
be given also to the gentle~an from Indiana [Mr. JoHNSTON]. 
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[Cries of "No!" "No!" and "Reguln.r order!" on the Democratic 
side.] 

1ill:. REED. Wait a moment. Hear me through. 
[Renewed cries of" Reguln.r order!"] 
Mr. REED. Wait a moment. 
1\Ir. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I want the gentleman from Maine [Mr. 

REED] to have an opportunity to make his explanation, and I hope 
the House will give it to him. -

Mr. REED. Permission was given me to speak, and I want to finish 
what I have to say. [Renewed cries of "Regular order ! " on the 
Democratic side.] Thereupon the gentleman from Illinois [1\Ir. Row
ELL] requested that permission be given to the gentleman from Georgia 
[Mr. CRISP] and no one on this side objected. Now I ask the Hou~e, 
with a proper senseof fairness, to give thesameprivilegeto the gentle
man from Indiana [Mr. JoHNSTON], whose State hm~ been attacked, 
and I want to know if there is any gentleman on the other side who 
feels that his course would be honorable in making objection after per
mission was given to the gentleman from Georgia. [Henewed cries ot 
''Regular order!" on the Democratic side.] 

1\Ir. CRISP. I have no objection mysp,lfto the request of the gen
tleman from Indiana, but the gentleman from Maine [1\Ir. REED] mis
apprehends the .situation entirely. '.rhe House extended to the gen
tleman from Illinois [Mr. RoWELL] unanimous consent to extend his 
remarks; and I me1·ely asked to be put on tho same footing with him, 
and the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. JOHNSTON] was not included in 
the proposition at all. 

Mr. REED. But the gentleman from Indiana[Mr. JoHNSTON] bad 
made an objection, and it was with the distinct understanding that he 
was to have the same privilege that the objection was withdrawn. 
[Cries of "No!" "No !" on the Demoeratic side.] 

:Mr. REED. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. JoHNSTON] bad 
made that condition. 

Mr. OWEN. You gentlemen on the other side are evidently afraid 
of the reply. [Derisive laughter on the Democratic side.] 

Mr. CHEADLE. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. _ 
Mr. ANDERSON,ofKansas. ImovethattheHousedonowadjourn. 
Mr. CRISP. We have an arrangement, agreed to by both majonty 

and the minority, that the vote shall be taken upon this case at this 
time. 

Several MEMBERS on the Democratic side. Vote down the motion 
to adjourn. 

The q uestioQ was taken on the motion to adjourn, and the Speaker 
pro tempore dedared that the noes seemed to have it. 

l\lr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. I call for a division. 
1\fr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. M.r. Speaker, what are we voting 

upon? 
The SPEAKER pro tmnpo,.e. The Chair has stated the motion. 

The gentleman from Kansas [Mr. ·ANDERSON] moves that the House 
do now adjourn. 

The House divided on the motion to adjourn; and there were-ayes 
~ooesTI~ · 

So the motion wa.."' rejected. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question now is on the substitute 

proposed by the minority of the committee. 
Mr. ROWELL. I call for the reading of the substitute. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved, That William Elliott was not elected, and is not entitled to a seat in 

the Fiftieth Congress from the Seventh Sout.h Carolina district. 
Resolved, That Robert Smalls was elected, and is entitled to a seat in the Fif

tieth Congress from the Seventh South Carol..i.na. district. 

1\fr. CRISP. Mr. Speaker, I ask for a division of the question on 
thoseresolutions. [Cries of ''No!" "No!' 7] Verywell; I demand 
the yeas and nays on agreeing to the resolutions. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
1\Ir. BLA.N D. I rise to a parliamentary question. I understand tha 

one of tho ·e resolutions resolves that Robert Smalls was elected and th 
other that Ur. Elliott was eJected. 

Several MEMBERS. Ob, no. 
1\Ir. BL~lD. Let the resolutions be read again. 
The Clerk again read the resolutions. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in the negative-yeas 

127, nays 142, not voting 53; as follows: 

Adams, 
Allen, Mass. 
Allen, Mich. 
Anderson, Iowa. 
Anderson, Kans. 
Arnold, 
Atkinson, 
Baker,N. Y. 
Baker, Ill. 
Bayne, 
Belden, 
Bingham. 
Boothman, 
Bound, 
Boutelle, 
Bowden, 

Brewer, 
Browe.r, 
Browne, Ind. 
Brown, Ohio 
Buchanan, 
Burrows, 
Butterworth, 
Cannon, 
Caswell, 
Cheadle, 
Clark, 
Cogswell, 
Conger, 
Cooper, 
Cutcheon, 
Dalzell, 

YE.A.B-127. 
Davenport, 
Davis, 
DeLano, 
Dingley, 
Dorsey, 
Dunham, 
Farquhar, 
Finley, 
Fitch, 
Fuller, 
Funston, 
Gallinger, 
Gear, 
Gest, 
Grosvenor, 
Grout, 

Guenther, 
Haugen, 
Hayden, 
Henderson, Iowa 
Henderson, ill. 
Hiestand, 
Hires, 
Hitt, 
Holmes, 
Hopkins, ill. 
Hopkins, N.Y. 
Jackson, 
Kea.n, 
Kelley, 
Kennedy, 
Keu, 

La Follette, 
Laidlaw, 
Leblbach, 
Lind, 
Lodge, 
Long, 
McComas, 
McCormick, 
McK.enna, 
.Ml'Kinley, 
l\Iilliken, 
Moffitt, 
1\Iorrill, 
l'l:lorrow, 
Kelson, 
Nichols, 

O'Donnell, 
O'Neill, Pa. 
Osborne , 
Owen, 
Parker, 
Patton, 
P ayson, 
Perkins, 
P eters. 
Phelps, 
Plumb, 
Posey, 
Post, 
Pugsley, 
Reed. 
Rockwell, 

Romeis, Thomas, Wis. 
Rowell, Thompson, Ohio 
Russell. Conn. 'l'urner , Knns. 
Russell; 1\Iass. Vandever, 
Ryan, Wade, 
Sawyer. Weber, 
Scull, West., 
SE-ymour, White, Ind. 
Spooner, Whlting, Mass. 
Steele. Wickham, 
Steph(mson, Wilber, 
Stewart, Vt. WiUiams. 
Struble, Wilson, n{i.n.n. 
Taylor, J.D., Ohio Woodbur&, 
·Thomas. Ky. Yardley. 
Thomas, lll. 

NAYS-142. 
Abbott, Dargan, 
Allen, Miss. Davidson, Ala. 
Anderson, Miss. Davidson, Fla. 
.Anderson, lll. Dibble, 
Bacon, Dockery, 
Bankhead, Dougherty, 
Biggs, Dunn, 
Blanchard, Enloe, 
Bland, ErmenLrout, 
Bliss, Fisher, _ 
Blount, Foran, 
Breckinridge, Ark.. Fm·d, 
Breckinridge, Ky. Forney, 
Bryce, French, 
Burnett, Gay, 
Bynnm., Gibson, 
Campbell, F., N.Y. Glas.s, 
Campbell, Ohio Glover, 
Campbell,T.J.,N.Y.Grimes, 
Candler, Ball, 
Carlton, Hare, 
Caruth, Hatch, • 
Catchings, Hayes, 
Chipman,. Heard. 
Clardy, Hempl.Jill, 
Clements. Henderson, N. C'. 
Cobb, Herbert., 
Collins, Holman, 
Compton, Hooker, 
Cothran, Hopkins, Va. 
Cowles, Howard, 
Cox, Hodd, 
Crain, Hntt~n. 
Crisp, Johnston, N.C. 
Culberson, .Jones, 
Cummings, Kilgore, · 

Laft'oon, 
L::lgau, 
Landes, 
Lane. 
Lanham, 
Latham, 
Lawler, 
L ynch, 
:Macdonald, 
Milioney, 
1\l:.dsh, 
M artin , 
MRlson, 
:McAdoo, 
1\fcGI::trnmy, 
McCreary, 
McKinney, 
:Mc)Iillin, 
1\fcRae, 
1\'t:erriman, 
Mtlls, 
:1\Iontgomery, 
1\Iom·e, 
Mm·gan, 
Ne~"'ton, 
Norwood, 
O'Fermll, 
<YN eiU, Mo. 
Outhwaite, 
Peel, 
Penington, 
Peny, 
Pidcock, 
Randall, 
Rice, 
Richardson, 

NOT V<Yl'ING--1>3. 
Barnes, Flood, 
Barry, Gaines, 
Bowen, Goff, 
Browne,T.H.B.,Va.G1·anger, 
B-rown, J. R., Va. Greenman, 
Brumm, Harmer, 
Buckalew, Hermann, 
Bunnell, Hogg, 
Butler, Houk, 
Cockran, Hunter, 
Crouse, Johnston, Ind. 
Darlington, Ketcham, 
Elliott, La-ird, · 
Felton, Lee, 

So the substitute was rejected. 

Lyman, 
Maffett, 
Mansur, 
Mason, 
1\lcCu llogh. 
McShane, 
Morse, 
Neal, 
Nutting, 
Oates, 
O'Neall, Ind. 
Phelan, 
Rayner, 
Scott, 

Robertson. 
Rogei'il, 
Rowland, 
Rll8k, 
Sayers, 
Seney, 
Shaw, 
Shively, 
Simmons, 
Sowden, 
Spinola, 
Springer, 
Stahlnecker, 
Stewart, Tex. 
Stewart, Ga. 
Stockdale, 
Stone, Ky. 
Stone, Mo. 
Tarsney, 
Thompson, Cal. 
Tillman, 
Townshend, 
Turner, Ga. 
Vance, 
Walker, 
Washington, 
Weaver, 
Wheeler, 
Whiting, Mich. 
Wilkins, 
W ilkinson, 
W ilson, W. Va. 
Wise, 
Yoder. 

Sherman, 
Smith, 
Snyrler, 
Symes, 
Taulbee. 
Taylor, E. B., Ohio 
Tracey; 
Warner, 
White, N.Y. 
Whittliorne, 
Yost. 

On motion of .Mr. LODGE, by unanimous consent, the reading was 
dispensed with. 

The following pairs were announced on all political q uestioru; until 
further notice: 

Mr. SCOTT with Mr. C.&OUSE. 
Mr. PHELAN with Mr. BUTLER. 
Mr. MANSUR with 1\ir. W ARNEE. 
Mr. WHITTHORNE with Mr. LYMAN. 
Mr. McSHANE with Ur. LAIRD. 
Mr. SNYDER with 1\Ir. BOWEN. 
Mr. NEAL with Mr. HoUK. 
For this day: 
Mr. MORSE with Mr. SYMES. 
Mr. RAYNER with Mr. THOMAS H. B. BROWNE,. 
1\fr. HOGG with Mr. GOFF. 
On the Smalls-Elliott contest: · 
Mr. O'NEALL, of Indiana, with 1\Ir. FLOOD. 
Mr. GREENMAN with .Mr .. SHERl\IAN. 
Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana, witb Mr. BARRY. 
Mr. GRANGER with 1\Ir. KETCHAM. 
Mr. COCKRAN with Mr. WHITE, of New York. 
Mr. TRACEY with Mr. MASO~. • 
Mr. LEE with Mr. HARli.IER. 
.Mr. BA.RNES with Mr. HRr..M..ANN. 
Mr. OATES with Mr. EznA B. TAYLOR; Mr. TAYLOR would vote 

for Mr. Smalls and Mr. OATES for Mr. Elliott. 
Mr. TAULBEE with Jl.fr. HUNTER; Mr. TAULBEE would vote for Mr. 

Elliott and Mr. HUNTER for Mr. Smalls. 
1\ir. BUCKALEW with 1\Ir. DARLll,GTON; 1\Ir. DA.RLINGTON would 

vote for the contestant and Mr. BUCKALEW against him. 
1\Ir. BUTLER. I am paired on political questions with my col

league, Mr. PHELAN. I presume that he, coming from the district he 
do~ would vote " no " on this. question. I should vote "ay. ' 1 
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lt!r. O'FERR.A.LL. I desire to state that my colleague, 1\Ir. LEE, 

wbo is paired on this question, would, if present, vote "no" on this 

!
proposition. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. [Applause on the 
'Democratic side.] 
I The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question now recurs on the reso
lutions reported by the Committee on Elections. 

:JI,lr. HATCH. Let them be read. 
: The Clerk read as follows: · 
. R esoltved, That Robert Smalls was not elected a Representative to the Fiftieth 
Oongress from the Seventh dist rict of South Carolina. 
, Resolved, Tha t William Elliott was duly elected a Representative to the Fif
tieth Congress from the SeYenth districb of South Carolina, and is entitled to 
his seat. 

The resolutions were adopt-ed. 
[Applause on the Democratic side.] 
Mr. CRISP moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolutions 

were adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the t a.ble. . 

Tbe latter motion was agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SEN ATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. McCooK, its Secretary, announced 
that he had been directed to request the return to the Senate of the bill 
(S. 314) for the relief of Henry M. Rector. 

It further announced the passage of the bill (S. 3439) authorizing the 
SeCI·etary of War to ascertain the amount of money which has been ex
pended and the obligations assumed by the Stat,e of California growing 
out of Indian hostilities therein and upon the borders thereof, not here
tofore reimbursed by the United States. 

STATE GOVERNME~TS, ARIZONA, IDAHO, AND WYOMING. 

:JI,.Ir. SPRINGER, from the Committee on the Territories, reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. 12411) to enable the people of Arizona, 
Idaho, and Wyomingt.oform constitutionsandSta.tegovernments, and 
to be admitted into the Union on an equal footing with the original 
States; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
be printed. 

And then, on motion of Mr. CRISP (at 5 o'clock and 55 minutes 
p. m.J, the House adjourned. 

PRIVATE BILL INTRODUCED AND REFERRED. 

- Under the rnle a private bill of the following title was introduced 
and referred as indicated below: 

By Mr. BUTLER: A bill (H. R. 12579) for the relief of Richard 
L. Wilson-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk's desk, 
under the rnle, and referred as follows: • 

By Mr. J. A. ANDERSON: Concurrent resolution of the Legislature 
of Kansas, in relation to pensions-to the Committee on Invalid Pen
sions. 

.A.lso, concurrent resolution of the same, in relation to the assassina~ 
tion of John M. Clayton-to the Committee on Elections. 

By :JI,lr. FORNEY: Petition of D. L. James, asking for pay for carry
ing United States mail on route No. 16261, in Florida-to the Com
mittee on Claims. 

By Mr. HUNTER: Petition of Elizabeth Cates, dependent mother 
of James V. Ritter, late private Company E, Twenty-ninth Illinois 
Volunteers, for a pension-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. LONG: Petition of citizens of Marshfield, Plymouth, and 
Duxbury, Mass., for life-saving station-to the Committee on Com
merce. 

By :JI,fr. PETERS: Concurrent resolution of the house of represent
atives of Kansas, favoring pension legislation for militia and non-en-
listed men-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. • 

Also, concurrent resolution of the house of representatives of Kansas, 
expressing its disapproval of political violence in the State of Arkan
sas-to the Committee on Elections. 

By Mr. VOORHEES: Petition of 1,667 citizens of Seattle, of 40 
citizens of Green River, of 15 citizens of Independence, of 33 citizens of 
MossyRock, and of 42 citizens ofEdwards, Wash., praying for the im
mediate admission of said Territory into the Union under thenameof 
Washington-to the Committee on tP.e Territories. 

By Mr. WASHINGTON: Petition of William Jones, sr., for relief 
of Payne, James & Co., for relief of V. D. Smith, for relief of William 
M. Campbell, forreliefofWilliamHuft~ andforreliefofJohnD. James
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WILSON: Petition of John B. Rutherford, of Jefferson 
County, West Virginia, for reference of his claim to the Court of Claims

-to the Committee on War Claims. 
By Mr. WISE: Resolution of Tobacco Exchange of Richmond, Va., 

asking for the repeal of the tax on tobacco; also, resolution of Lynch
burgh Tobacco Association, in favor of the repeal of the tax: on tobacco
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

The following petitions for a national Sunday-rest law were received 
and severally referred to the Committee on Labor: 

By 1\Ir. CUMMINGS: Of 1, 584 citizens of New York. 
By Mr. FORD: Of 332 citizens of Michigan, and of 74 citizens of 

Allendale, Mich. 
By Mr. FULLER: Of 396 citizens of Iowa. 
By Mr. KELLEY: Of2,909 citizens of Pennsylvania. 
By Mr. LAIDLAW: Of citizens of Chautauqua County, New York, 

and of .A.. W. Hull and others, of New York. 

The following petitions, praying for a constitutional amendment pro
hibiting the manufacture, importation, exportation, transportation, and 
sale of all alcoholic liquors as a beverage, were received and .severally 
referred to the Select Committee on the Alcoholic Liquor Traffic: 

By Mr. BROWER: Of 135 citizens of Winston and Salem, N. C. 
By Mr. CLARK: Of 164 citizens of Berlin, Wis. 
By 1\Ir. DINGLEY: Of 91 citizens of Booth Bay, Me. 
By l'lir. FORD: Of 50 citizensof Allendale, Mich. 
By Mr. GIFFORD: Of 135 citizens of Grand Forks, Dak. 
By Mr. GROUT: Of 56 citizens of Marshfield, Vt. 
By Mr. D. B. HENDERSON: Of citizens of Providence, Iowa. 
By Mr. HIRES: Of 58 citizens of Bridgeport, N.J. 
By Mr. LONG: Of 104 citizens of Raynham, Mass. 
By Mr. MACDONALD: _Of 74 citizens of Red Wing, Minn. 
By Mr. RICE: Of 173 citizens of St. Anthony Park, of St. Paul, 

Minn. ; of 42 citizens of ltiin~eapolis, and of 105 citizens of Macalister 
City, of St. Paul, Minn. 

By Mr. RYAN: Of 196 citizens of Burlingame, Kans. 
By Mr. VANDEVER: Petition of 91 Cltlzens of Villa Parkz . of' 31 

citizens of Topeka; of 34 citizens of Sierra Madre; of 26 citizens of 
Eagle Rock; of195citizensofLosAngeles, of120citizensofCompton; 
of 48 citizens of El Modinia; of 41 citizens of Norwalk, Cal.; of 137 
citizens of Long Beach; of 178 citizens of Santa Barbara; of 20 citizens 
of Santa Maria; of 30 citizens of Ontario; of 41 citizens of Rialto; of 21 
citizens of Oneonta; of 53 citizens of Otay, and of 38 citizens of San 
Diego, Cal. 

SENATE. 
THURSDAY, Febr~"ary 14, 1889. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BUTLER, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 

FRANK D. WORCESTER-VETO MESSAGE. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the following 
message from the President of the United States; which was read: 
To th-e Senate: 

I return without approval Senate bill No. 34.51, entitled ".An act granting a 
pension to Frank D. Worcester." 

The beneficiary named in this bill served in the volunteer army from Febru
ary 4,1863, to January 27,1864, a period· of less than one year, when he was dis· 
charged npon the certificate of a surgeon, alleging as his disability "manifest -
mental imbecility and incontinence of urine-disease originated previous to en-
listment." -

In 1880, sixteen years after his discharge, a claim for pension was filed in his -
behalf by his father as his guardian, in which it was alleged that his mind-nat
urally noli st,rong-became diseased in the Army by reason of excitement and 
exposure. 

He was adjudged iusa.ne in 1872 and sent to an insane hospital, where here
mained about six years, when he was discharged as a. harmless incurable, His 
mental condition has remained about the same since that time. 

Upon the declared inability t-o furnish testimony to rebut the record of mental 
disease prior to enlistment, the claim for pension_ was rejected in 1883. 

In 1837 the case was reopened and a thorough examination was made as to 
soundness prior to enlistment and the origin and continuance of mental un
soundness. 

Upon this examination evidence was taken, showing that he was deficient in· 
tellectually when he joined the A.I·my; that he w as stationed where he was not 
much exposed, and that his duties were comparatively light; that be never was 
considered a boy of solid intellig-ence, and that he had epileptiform seizures 
prior to enlistment. 

On the other hand, no disinterested and unbiased evidence was secured tend
ing to rebut these conditions. 

'.rhe claim was thereupon again rejected. This was a proper disposition or 
the case unless the Government is held liable for every disability which may 
R.ffiict those who served in the Union Army. 

"ExECUTIVE MANSION, February 13,1889. 
GROVER CLEVELAND. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Sha.ll the bill pass, the objections of 
the President of the United States to the contrary notwithstanding? 

Mr. DAVIS. I move that the bill and message be referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 
1\IICHAEL SHONG-VETO MESSAGE. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the following 
.message from the President of the United States; which was read: 
To the Senate: 

I return without approval Senate bill No. 2514, entitled ".An act granting a 
pension to Michael Shong." 
It appears that the beneficia.ry named in this bill, under the name of John M. 

Johns, enlisted in Company I, Fourteenth New York Volunteers, on tho 17th 
day of Ma.y,1861, and was discharged May 24,1863. 
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